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TO THE 


BOOKSELLERS 


'n 


SIR, 


AVING in my hands a Pratical 
Treatiſe concerning The Cauſes of the 
Decay of Chriſtian Viety lo viſible in this 
our Age ; written by the Excellent Author of 
The WHOLE DUTT OF eMAN: and 
having obtain'd permiſſion to make it publick, I 
was in ſome doubt whether the preſent diſturb'd 
State of affairs, would not make it reaſonable to 
delay the Edition : but conſidering that times of 
difficulty and trouble bring thoughts of Vertue 
into their minds, who forgot their Duty and 
their God in affluence and quiet: I am apr to 
think a Diſcourſeof this kind ſeaſonable enough - 
at this time. —— 
Almighty God give you ſome re- , ,;,. ,,. ie 
pair for your * late great Calamity : ix London, 
As it was the Authors kindneſs that | 
you ſhould have the offer of this Trat, what- 
evex, it prove, ſo I think it will be a little the 


more ſeaſonable, that it comes as a New-years 
Gift, &c. 


Your wery loving Friend, 


H. E. 


January, 1667, 
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THE PREFACE. 
T* UGH this be the firſt appearance this 


Tratt has made in the world, yet its Being 

is of ſomewhat 4 more ancient date; it ha- 
ving received its lineaments and perfeit form ſome 
years ſince : when the Author not having partiality 
enough to think it worthy publick view; had judg'sd 
it, if not toperpetual darkneſs, yet at leaſt to along 
indefinite ſuſpenſion from ſeeing light. In this inter- 
wal, *tis more than probable ſome paſſages may have 
loſt much of their propriety to the preſent ſtate of af- 
fairs, they having bees adapted to circumſtances 
which may fince have received ſome change : and 
herein | muſt beſpeak the Readers canaor, to make 
ſuch allowances as the matter ſhall require ; of which 
yet | ſuppoſe there will not occur ery many, or very 
important occaſions. 

BUT would God I were to Jpologize for a yet far 
greater abſurdity, that our ſcene were ſo ſhifted, that 
the whole defign of the enſuing diſcourſe might be- 
come one intire impertinence, and that our more emi- 
nent conformity to the rules of our Chriſtian inſtitu- 
tion, might ſuperſede theſe diſquiſitions above our fai- 
lances and. aberrations, But alas, I friid I have 
pitcht upon 4 ſubjett not like to be out-dated; vice 
daily gaining not only flrength but impudence : nay, 

we 
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we are not only become witneſſes againſt our ſelves by 
aeclaring our Sin as Sodam, but we have forced God 
alſo to atreft againſt us by puniſhing #5 in 4 manner 
210 leſi conſpicuous and manifeſt, And ſurely then'tis 
wore than time for us to take the Prophets advice, 
Hag. 1. 7: to conſider our ways, to reflect wot only 
on thoſe robuſt gyant-like provocations which have 
thus bid defiance to Heaven ; but alſo 40 foft ont thoſe 
fecret tntendiaries that have inflamed as to this mad 
daring'; to examine what that Yon, that 8ofla- 
mable bitumen, the wntewper'd morter is with 
which we build our Babel," by diſcovering thoſe mif- 


perſwaſions and falſe confetences, wherein many of 


our other puilts are founed': in order $0-which this 
flight Trat# offers its feeble, yet well-weant aids ; 
being forcel out af its retirement, and like Croelus 
his dumb Son, compet!'d to ſpeak by impulſe of the 
preſent —_— : and how deſpicable foewer the Mite 


contribute 
more wedlthy to caft Þn" richer gifts, it may prove no 


unprofitable agent for the Corban. *Tis evident this | 


is 4 ſeaſenwhich not only warrants, bat exatts the 
moſt importanate endeavours of perſwading men to 
theſe things that belong to their Peace. 


OR although "tis true, that _—_— of fin 
g | 


ſets us alfo in 4 ſtate of boſtilify with God, yet our 
preſent condition ſeems to have advanced:ns beyond 
the common degrees even of that. *Tis, we know, high 
inſolence againſt a Prince to deſpiſe and wiolate his 
laws, but when to that are ſuperadded. contumelics, 
and defign'd affronts to his perſon, this is ſuch an 


accumulated ontrage, as will vanquiſh the moſt | 
reſoly'd | 


be in it felf, yet if itmay provoke the | 
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reſold Patiance. And this alas appears to.be our 
caſe : we baug long indulg'd to our ſelves the breath 
of all Divine tas” ratified every appetite, every 
paſſion and luſt reith ihe forfeiture: of our allegiance, 
and as if this would not ſerve to render us irrecon- 
cileable. enonghto God; we are now grown to ſubjoyn 
malice to licentiouſneſs3 project not ſo much to pleaſe 
our ſelves, 'as $0 aiſpteaſe Him ; profeſs a coxtempt 
not only of his commands, but himſelf ; and ſeek vo 
leſs to aethrone Him, than abrogate thoſe, Thus 
have we made it a kind of perſonal quarrel,. and by 
thoſe impious blaſphemies we daily dart ayainſt 
Heaven, do, as it were, dare the Divine eMajeſty 
towvindicate it ſelf. Whether his great longanimity 
may have given our He&ors a fancy, that they had 
wvapour'd God ( as they are us'd to do men) into 4. 
tameneſs, I ſhall not examine : but his late proceed-* 
ings with us ſufficiently teſtifie that he means no lopg- 
er to decline our challengc, He now appears to' ayow . 
the enmity as openly as we have done ; and has al-. 
ready given us competent eſſays, how fearful «thing 
it is tofall into the hands of the living Gpd, Heb.. 
10, 31. | 
. 'TIS true indeed thit he has formerly own'd his 
controverſie with our Land, and by a long ſeries of 
great and heavy calamities atteſted himſelf the God 
to whom vengeance belongeth, Pſal. 94. 1. Te 
as great Monarchs uſe to quell leſſer inſurreftions by ' 
their Lieutenants, and ſubordinate Officers, but 
when the rebellion grows high and' deſperate, then to 
encounter it in their own perſons; ſois it here obſer-_ 
wvable that Ged then Chaſtiſcd, | and tried to 
A 


reauce 


——u cc. 


ve 


— 


THE PREFACE. 


reduce us by tnferioy inſtruments, found #4 ont Li-" 


ors among our ſelves, and made oe mans fin the 


puniſhment of anothers : but now as if he had the 
ſame jealoufie for his honour which Joab had at the 


ſreze of Rabba for Davids, 2 Sam. 12.-28., « if he 
fear'd to be rival d in the glory of our ruine, he takes 


us in his own hand, marks us out, as he did Phara- 


oh; 'to be the Trophies of his own peculiar vengeance, 
appearing fignally 4g4inſ u in all the dreadful ſolem- 

nities of an enraged enemy. | 
FOR firſt, has he not as Moſes ſpeaks, Deut. 32. 
41. whet his glittering Swords ? Nay, has he net 
mbreover { in the Scripture ſtile ) made it drunk with 
bloud ? 7 ſweeping away multitudes of us in a ra- 
ging P ESTIL ENCE, which Marcht from one 
part of the Nation to another in 4 kind of Triumphant 
progreſs, as if it had receiv'd the ſame mandate God 
gave, Abraham, Gey, 13. 17. Ariſe, walk 
through the land, in the length thereof, and in 
tlic breadth thereof, for unto thee will I give it. 
Whether it may not thus fatally complete its courſe, 
ot withſtanding the halt it ſeems to make, and paſi 
from our Dan to dur Beerſheba, # « queſtion thax 
can with no probability be reſolv'd in the negative ; 
for as it #s not to be doubtea but there were in Ju- 
dea 4 great finners as thoſe on whom the Tower 
of Siloam fell, Luke 13. that thoſe who have hi- 
rherro eſcaped have an equal ſhare in the provoking 
cauſe of the Fudgmeut : So alſo that great un- 
ſenſibleneſs many of #s ſhew of what pthers groan 
under, ts a very ominons abode ; it being not only 
4 dangerons ſ[ymptonge, but a probable means of 
drawing 


| 
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drawing that calamity to our ſelves, . When God 
ſees we will ſuffer nothing by way of. conſent and ſym* 
pathy with others, "tus but equal we have our part in 
4 more direth and immediate infliftion, and feet 
what we would not compaſſionate, Thucydides 
mentions it as the effett of the great Plague at 
Athens, hat it had extinguiſht hamanity; brought 
in 4 kind of ferity and barbarouſneſſamong them, ren- 
aring them openly villanous to men, and blaſphemous 
againſt God ; Sewy poEOs 1 arlpuruy ropO v0; 
ameipye, there was no-reſtraint of law or religion, 
one pare being deſperate upon proſpett of their da:- 
ger, the other preſumptuous upon the contemplation 
of their Eſcape ; and ſure if' we look impartially, 
ours will appear to have had ſomerchat of the ſame 
operation, Thoſe compaſſions which the novelty it 
ſeems at firſt gave us to ſufferers in this kind, ſeems 
now quite extintt ; ſo unconcerned are we grown 
toevery thing that touches us not in our individu- 
als, as if we owned no relation to the ſpecies of 
mankind, though backt alſo with that cloſer tye, 
which the ſpiritual conſanguinity has ſuperſeded, 
A pregnant indication of this may, I donbt net, be 
colletted ( as from mary other tircumſtauces, ſo 
particularly ) from the great haſte has in many places 
been maae, tolay afide thoſe publick Humiliations 
and Interceſſions which were recommended to as, 
as well by she command of Autherity, as the coms- 
mon diſftref; but have been caſt off without the 
ſ«bſtrattion of either of thoſe motives. Whether 
we are duly mindful of the afflitions of Joſeph, 
that cannot afford one day in a moneth for a 
A 2. ſolemn 
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ſolemn reflefttion on them, I muſt leave to every mans 
conſcience to diſcuſſ. But ſure we are noleſs wanting 
$0 our ſelves than them in this neglet# ; the office be- 
ing "_ aefigned for Antidote than cure, toprevent 
the judgment where it s not, than to remove it 
where it is : - and if we will neither deprecate on our 
own behalfs, nor intercede on others ; we are ſure 49 
improvident, as wncharitable, and may juſtly expeti 

the fatal event of both. 
I N the interim, although the preſent reſpite from 
adeſtruttion, and our own acceitful hearts flatter w, 
and ſay Peace, Peace ; we have all reaſon ts con- 
clude that God ts not attoned, the quarrel and hoſt:- 
lity goes on, and his hand is ſtretched out ſtill, El. 
5.25. 4nd ſo indeed we find it in other diſmal 
events, Slaughter we know is not the only effett of 
War ; which as it deſtroys the lives of many, blaſts 
the ſupports and Foys of more, This conſequence of 
hoſtility we find well _ by the Prophet, Joel 2.3. 
The land is as the Garden of Edez before them, 
and behind them a deſolate wilderneſs, and here- 
in alſo hath the Lord of Hoſts, the great God of 
battel ſhewed himſelf mighty againſt us, he. has in- 
wvaaded us not only with Sword, but FIRE: and in 
ſo ſtupenaions manner deſolated the glory of our 
Land, that no humane fury could have procured, 
or even have wiſht the like yaſtation eas YUIPES. 
That City which was great among the Nations, 
and Princeſs among the Provinces, Lam. 1. 1. 
lies buried 1n her own Aſhes, and zs both Funeral- 
pile and Urn to ber ſelf, and what neither. foreign 
nor domeſtick enemies could in a ſucceſſion of many. 
ages 
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ages effett, one blaſt of the breath of his diſpleaſure, 
Plal. 18. has performed in a moment, So verifying 
even in a literal ſence the Apoſtles affirmation, 
Heb. 12. 29. that our God is a conſuming fire. 
Plutarch zels us when Fabius ſacks Tarentum, 
he took not away their Images, but ſaid, &Tno\eima- 
po Tv Sevs Taeavrivos xexoAvpÞy;, Let us leave 
the Tarentines their Gods that are offended with 
them. *'Ti« our Calamity tobe ſignally under the in- 
dignation of our incenſed God, which in that great 
Captains judgment was ſomewhat more dreadful 
than the worſt inflittions of War : For what induſtry 
ſoever has been uſed to entitle either the negligence 
or defigns of men unto our overthrow, yet ſure never 
any judgment had more legible' marks of Gods ins- 
mediate hand: ſuch as ſhew he meant to revenge 

the abuſe of his former gentle methods : that thiſe 
who would not be reformed by the ſlighter correiti- 
ons wherein he dallied with them, might find a 
judgment worthy of God, Wiſd. 12. 26. Azd 
. ſure ſuch was this, which both for its greatneſs and 
zrreſiſtibleneſs does well own its Author, and ſhews 
his wrath was accended to a very exceſſive heat, that 
_ thus poured out it ſelf not only like, but in Fire, 

Lam. 2. 4. | 

I SHALL mot here aſſume the Politicians part, 
«nd weigh the detriment we have ſuſtained by it in 
onr civil intereſt, of which perhaps nothing but time 
4nd experience can give us a full eſtimate ; It rather 
ſuits my defign tookſerve what relates to our ſpiritu- 
# concerns, whilſt Goas dwelling places were in- 
volved in the ſame ruine with ours ; his own peculiar 
| A 3 portion 


| 
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portion not exempted, but 4 the Prophet complains, 
E(. 64. 11. Our holy ard beautiful houſes where 
our fathers praiſed him are burnt with fire: Thi, 
though perhaps leaſt conſidered, s ſure not the 
leaſt ſad circumſtance, had only the ſcenes of our 
luxury, or our 'frand been deſtroyed, it might have 
ſent us with more fervency to the places of our de- 
wotion,” and we might have frequented Gods hou- 
ſes the better, for being deſtitute of our own; 
but when theſe alſo are made parts of the common 
heap, 'tis a ſad teſtimonial that our very Religion 
was provoking ; That that pageant-like piety which 
we depoſited in our CHURCHES, only to make 
4 ſhew with on holy-days, ſerved only to defile 
thoſe holy places, and render them ſo polluted as re- 
quired no lighter purgation than that of FIRE. 
"Tis, we know, not long, ſince thoſe manſions ſacred 
to the Prince of Peace, were even inthe vulgar ob- 
wions ſence, made magazines for War ; bh yet 
more ſoin reference to that Pulpit-wild-fire, which 
ſet the Nation in combuſtion ; whether that ſtrange 
Fire which ſome of our Nadabs and Abihu's #=tro- 
anced there, may not, ( even at this diflance ) have 
done its part tothe drawing down this FIR E from 
Heaven, I leave to their ſerions refleftion, But nei- 
ther the Hypocrite nor the Seditious muſt ingrofi 
the guilt of this ruine : The Atheiſt vyes with both ; 
for alas, what ſhould God do with Temples among 
thoſe; who pay him no worſhip? Or why ſhould he let 
thoſe ſacred monuments remain among them, to 
whom all memorials of him ſerve but as occafions, 
and incentives to blaſpheme him? They have long 

| 1." Jas 
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ſaid with _ #n Job, Depart from us, for we de- 
ſire not the knowledge of thy ways; and now 'tis 
but equitable ( Thad almoſt ſaid Civil ) to take them 
at their word, and no longer reſide among thoſe who 
avowedly diſclaim him, 

AND this, "tis much tobe feared, may be the 
portent of this diſmal waſtation : we know men uſe 
r0t to deface thoſe houſes, where they intend to inha- 
bit : and ſure this abhorring his Sanctuary, 4#d 
caſting off his Altar, Lam. 2. is 4 dreadful ſign, 
that he means no longer to continue his reſidence 
among #5 ; indeed we find in Scripture that his pro- 
miſe of cohabiting is always limited to thoſe who own 
themſelves his people; and therefore when ſd many 
of us have openly renounced that relation, we 
can with no juſtice expet? the bleſſing appendant to 
u#. | 
BUT perhaps this will ſeem to ſuch no formi- 
aable thing ; Gods ſo withdrawing of himſelf is but 
agreeable to their wiſhes, a kind of quitting the 
field to them, and ſo rather matter of complacency 
than regret: but tis to be conſidered that there is 
another preſence of God that will infallibly ſucceed 
this; when he removes that of his grace, "tis to 
make way for that of his anger ; like the Philiſtines 
we ſhall know the God of Iſrael is among us by his 
Plagues, 1 Sam. 5. or to make 4 yet more areaa- 
ful compariſon, we ſhall, like the damned in Hell, diſ- 
cern his oe only in the punitive effetts of ity 
ana reaa his wearneſi in aur ſufferings. And ſure 
this will be but a ill exchange, even tothe profaneſt 
of #Sy thoſe that have moſt deſpiſed or loathed the 

4 4 ſoft 
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ſoft breathings of bis Word and Spirit; will find it 


yet harder to endure the whirlwinds of his wrath, 
which will ſnatch. from us thoſe ſecular advantages 
for whoſe purſuit we have neglefeathe better part, 
Luke 10. 42. ard leave us as little of worldly enjoy- 
ments, 45 we defired to have of ſpiritual, 

OF this our late Calamities have given us a ſad 
Przludium, 4nd God knows how ſoon we may ſee the 
Laſt ſcene of the fatal Trageay, it being too probable 
that rhis uw Gods laſt Experiment upon ws, like the 
Cauſticks and Scarifyings to a Lethargick Patient ; 
#f thu bring us not to ſenſe, we are like to ſleep on to 
aeſtruttion: And alas, what uncomfortable ſym- 

tomes appear even in this point alſo! Who « there 
that ( urlefi awakened by his perſonal concernments ) 
ſeems. at all to ſtartle at the noiſe of publick ruine ? 
When God in diſpleaſure threatued the Iſraelites 
that he would remit their condutt to his Angel, and 
not go himſelf with them. The Text ſays, They 
mourned and no man put on his ornaments on 
him, Exod. $3. 4. OY 45 the LEX, X<TETE Once av 
me/Nnxoi;” and the Syriack, 1 QS5.a5 
<a.02>2 C4.) They ſtript themſelves of their 
Armour, their ruffling garb of War, and ap- 
peared in the penitential dreſs of ſackcloth and 
aſhes: but now that we are given up not to 4 con- 
dutting but deſtroying Angel, what ſigns of remorſe 
; dowe fhew? What wanity ( | fear | may ak what 

vice ) have we ſubſtratted, upon the ſenſe of Gods 
anger ?' What nicety in claths or diet have we cut 
eff in ſympathy with the nakednefi and hunger of our 
aflitted brethren? Nay, do not the phy 5 ve 
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Follities of too many among us, look as if we triumpht 
3n their miſeries, found Muſick in the diſcordant 
ſounas of their groans, aud our own laughter ; and 
emulated that infamous barbarity of Nero, who play- 
ed while Rome burned? *Tis mentioned by the Pro- 
phet as a moſt prepoſterous thing, a kind of impious 
Soleciſm to revel under the menace of judgements. 
Thus faith the Lord, a (word, a ſword, it is 
ſharpned to make a ſore ſlaughter, it is furbiſhed 
that it may glitter, ſhou/d we then make mirth ? 
Ezek. 21, 9, 10. and certainly it leſs befits us againſt 
whom God has not only prepared, but uſed his ſword ; 
who are not only under the threats, but attual Exe- 
cution 4 his vengeance: Aud what is it but interpre- 
tatively to prompt him to yet ſharper inflictions, by 
ſhewing him that theſe have not eage enough to pene- 
zrate us? With how much indignation God reſents 

this perverſe, this contumelions behaviour, we ma 
read, Elay 22, 12, 13, 14. In that day did the 
Lord call to. weeping, and mourning, and to 
baldneſs, and to girding with ſackcloth, and 
behold joy and gladneſs, ſlaying Oxen and killing 
Sheep, eating Fleſh and drinking Wine; eating 
and drinking for 'to morrow we ſhall dye: {por 
which follows that ſevere denunciation: Surely this 
iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till you dye. 
Of ſo deep a tinfture 1s this guilt, that 'tis as laſting 
as our lives, and like the fretting leprolie in the 
houſe, Levit. 14.45. can be removed by nothing but 

zts diſſolution. 

O then let us not add this tothe heap of our other 
provocations, miftake impudence or deſperation for 
Courage ; 
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conrage ; and frantickly defie that omnipotence which 
we are ſure we cannot reſiſt : but ſince it. has pleaſed 
God even in wrath to remember mercy, let us tran- 
ſeribe his Copy, be as kind to our ſelves as he has 
been tous, and ſtop in our career as he has done in 
his ; not ſo madly affet# a full parallel with Sodom 
and Gomorrha, as fo force him to deſtroy that rem- 
nant, Ef. 1. g. which alone diſtinguiſhes our caſe: 
but rather take pattern from Nineveh ; cry, and 
cry mightily to God, joyz humiliation to our pray- 
ers, and reformation to both. And could we be per- 
ſwaaded to do this with the ſame ſincerity, and unt- 
wverſality, we might hope it may be with the ſame ſuc- 
ceff alſo: would every one who has contributed to 
the accending, 4s induſtrionſly contribute to the 4 
peafing of Gods wrath : would all who have brought 
their fire-brands bring alſo their tears to quench 
them; as there would be no ary Eyes in the Nation 
at the preſent, ſo might it prevent as great a Gene- 
rality of weeping ones for the future ;, ſecure us ſach 
4 tranquillity here, as may calmly convoy us to that 
smpaſſible ftate, where all tears ſhall be wiped 
from our eyes, where there ſhall be no more 
death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain, Rev. 
21.4, | 
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CHAP. I. 


The Gharatter of Chriſtian Religion, demonſtrating its 
aptitude to plant exemplary Vertue and Santtity. = 


HE holy Pſalmi/t gives it as part of the 
| Character of Pious perſons, -and there- 
withal a deſcription of their felicity,P ſad. 
92. 13. That they ſhall bring forth more fruit #1 their 
Hge : and what he thus obſerves of the members 
disjuncively and apart, Treaſon ſuggeſts to be in a 
; higher and moreeminent manner appliable ro the 
| whole body united: And it being as well rhe mark 
8s duty of every ſingle Chriſtian to grow in grace, 
2 Pet.3.18. we may by all rules of Propartion con- 
clude, that the colle&tivemaſſe of ſuch, the whole 
| Church is by this time near atta;ned to the meaſure 
| of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. 4.3. And 
| indeed this 1s ſo regular an-inference, that whilſt 
the premiſſes ſtand firm 'tis impoſſible to ſhake the 
concluſion, the entire body muſt neceſſarily aug- 
ment anſwerably to the growth of its teveral 
| parts. And if we ſhould fo far let looſe to ſpecula- 
tion as to forget our experience, if we meaſure 
the effet only by the power and energy of the 
cauſe, we ſhould ſurely be as far from doubting 
the premiſles alſo. Chriſtianity is in it ſelf of to 
prolifick a nature, fo apt to impregnate the hearts 
' andlives of its proſelytes, that it is hard to ima- 
gine, that any branch ſhould want a due fertility 

, that is engrafted into ſo vigorous a ſtock, 


FOR 
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| 


FOR fiſt, inits(] pring and original it is moſt | 


ſupernatural and divine,” derived immediately 


from him, who had nothing more of man than 
he purpoſely aſſumed ro draw us the nearer to him 


as God. . He it was that diſſeminated this do- 
rine, and that inorder to the purifying to himſelf 
a peculiar people Jealous of good works ; andcertain- 
ly his choice abundantly juſtifies its propricty to 
that end, and his deſcent from Heaven on that 
errand puts ſo venerable a ſolemnity upon it, that 


though his deſcent were very aſtoniſhing, yet it | 


will be much more (o, that it ſhould fail of the de- 
ſigned effeR. 


AND indeed did our Faith give Us noclue to | 


lead us to the Author, yet its compolition would 
ſpeak it to be of no humane extraQion, its pre- 


ceptsare ſoexcellent and refined, fo agreeable to. | 


the more ſpiritual part of our temper, and (o apt, 
as to foreſtal, ſo to cleanſe and ſublimate the 
more groſs and corrupt, as ſhews fleſh: and bloud 
never revealed it. Nay farther, ſo effeQually pro- 
viding for all thoſe advantages to mankind, which 
the wileſt of mens laws have in vain attempted, 
that methinks they all ſtand before it like the 
Magicians before Moſes, and by their impotence 
tacicly confels it to be the finger of God. *Twere 
too large a Theme to confront them in the ſeveral 
inſtances, let it ſuffice to obſerve one which has a 
common influence on all ; and that is the imma- 
culate cleanneſs of heart, which Chriſts, and onl 

Chriſfts law requires. This is the only proper baſs 


on which to luperſtrut, firſt zpnocency, and then 
wverine, 


AY 
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vertue, and without this the moſt rigid exactors of 


' outward purity,do bur tranſcribe the folly of him, 


who Pumps very laboriouſly in a Ship, yer neg- 


' leasto ſtop the: Leak: or. the worſe tyranny of 


Pharaoh,in requiring Brick without Straw : ſo far is 
it from a ſeverity in our law-giver, thus to limic 
and reſtrain our thoughts, that it is an actof the 
greateſt indulgence: by no means the laying on a 
new burdcn, but the furniſbing us with an Engine 
to bear with eaſe that weight which otherwiſe the 
ſtouteſt 4:/as mult ſink under. And were but this 
one precept ſincerely conformed to, -it would not 
only facilitate but aſcertain the obedience to all 
the reſt. If the fr parks of ill were quencht with- 
in, what poſſibility is there they ſhould ever break 
out into a flame? How ſhall he #i{ that dares nor 
be angry? be 4dulterous inat, that did not firſt 
tranſgreſs in his deſire? How ſhall he be perjured 
that fears an oath? or defraud that permits not 


, himſelfto covet? In the like manner all poſitive 


atts of vertue are but the natural effects of the in- 
terior habit, Where the love of God is ſeated in 
the Heart, 'twill operate in all the faculties, 
keep them in a. bulie endeavour of doing accep- 
table ſervice : -when fear is planted there, it will 
break forth into outward reverence and duty ; 
and ſo proportionable twill be in every other 1n- 
ſtance. Tis therefore an. advice well becoming 
the wiſdom of Solomon, Prov. 4. To keep the heart 
with all diligence : but then it is withal the work 
of him who is greater than S-/omo, to teach us 
how to do this: for wnleff he keep rhat City the 

 watch- 


—Y 
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DR —— 


watchman waketh but ig vain. If he inſtru not to 
ſecure thoſe iffues of life;they will betray and.ruin, 
appear indeed the ſawont of death unto acarh. Now 
of this divine art of Ta#icks and defence, Chrifti- 
anity. is the only School, and therefore moſt ficly 
qualified for the producing all thofe 'fupernatural 
excellencies, to which the timely prepofſefiion of 
the heart is the rudiment and principle. + 

AND - as the prezepfive pare, copoyat the moſt 
exa& and elevated vertpe, ſo is it moſt advantage-' 
ouſly, enforc'd by the'Promiſſory, which both in re- 
ſpe&tof the kind and value of the rewards, and 
Ka the manner of propoſing them, is moſt exqui-' 
ſitely adapted to the ſame end. 


ov 


. 


FOR. fiſt, if we conſider the niture of the 
things promiſed, we ſhall find they are not groſs 
and carnal, ſuchas may court and gratibe the be- 
ial part of us ; bur ſuch as are proportioned to 
the ſupreme and leading principle, as feaſt a Soz/, 
and ſuit with the capacities of an intelljvexce. * All 
the beatitudes the Gofpel tenders to its votaries, 
either relate to the purity or peace of the mind in 
this life; or elle to its completer fe/zcity hereafter. 
And though 'tis true, the body 1s not wholly un- 
coking though the addition of all; temporal 
neceſſaries be promiſed, yet even thoſe are for the 
Souls ſake, either to ſecure it from the'ſin of foli- 
citude and diſtruſt, or to preſerve it a uſeful in- 
ſtrumenr for the others ſervice. And as for the fu- 
ture glory in which the body is to partake, tis to 
be obſerved,that fleſh and bloud cannat inherit it ; 


that load of earth which now engages to corrup- 
oy tion 
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tion muſt be put off, mult be calcin'd and ſpiritu- 
aliz'd ; and thus made glorious, be clothed upon 
with Glory. So that in all the Goſpel diſpentati- 
on, there 1s no proviſion for the fleſh, its luſts and 


{enſualities. And then ſure there cannot be a more 


unanſwerable argument againſt our providing for 
it, than to ſee it left out of Gods care. Indeed had 
we propoſals of a Mahumetas Paradiſe, were' we 
to expe our bliſs only in the ſatiating our appe- 
tires,it might be reaſonable here to whet them be- 
fore-hand, to ſtretch them to the utimoſt wide- 
neſs, or in the Prophets phraſe, to enlarge our de- 
fires as Hell, and by frequent antepaſts excite out 
guſt for that profuſe perpetual meal. Or were we 
only to have our portion 1n this life, to enjoy an 
uninterrupted affluence of outward: comforts, . 


*twere but good husbandry to improve them to 


the height, and the Wiſe mans advice would then 
ceaſe to be Irony, Eccleſ. 12. 9g. Rejoyce O young 
man, andlet thy heart chear thee in the days of th 
youth,and walk in the ways of thy heart and the rela 
of thine Eyes. Had we only the proſpect of a Ca- 
2a4n, fuch aneternal inheritance as a conquering 
Sword could give, as the ſalvation of a Foſba, 
and the affluence of milk and hony could produce: 
'twould be no wonder,if we never voluntarily en- 
dured the thirſt and famine of the wilderneſs, but 
be al ways, as they, deſiring rear for our luſt; pro- 
jeRing the gratifying thole deſires in whole re- 
0 we placed our happineſs. But when our 
cligion makes us no ſuch tender, when all its 
hopes are of another kc to thoſe Diviner 
| jay's 
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Joys of which ſenſuality has no capacity or taſte. 
What pretence can we have to cheriſh that here, 
which we muſt wholly be deveſted of hereafter ? 
Thoſe immaterial felicities we expect, do. nqatu- 
rally ſuggeſt tous, the neceſlity of RParngg our 
appetites, and hungers for them, without which 
Heaven can be no Heaven tous : for fince the 
pleaſure of any thing reſults from the agreement 
between it and the defire, what ſatisfaction can 
Spiritual enjoyments give unto a Carnal mind? 
Alas, what delight would it be tothe Swine.to 
be wrapt in fine Linnen, and laid in Odours? his 
fenſes are not gratificd by any ſuch delicacies, nor 
would he feel any thing beſides the torment of 
- bzing with-held from the mire. And as little 
complacency would a brutiſh Soul tind in thoſe 
purer and refin'd pleaſures, which can only up- 
braid, not fatisfie him. So that could we by an 
impoſſible ſuppoſition phancy ſuch a one aſſumed 
to thoſe fruitions, his pleaſure ſure would. be. as 
little as his preparation for it was. Thoſe eyes 
which have continually beheld vanity, would be 
dazled, not delighted with the Beatifick 2/1on ; 
neither could that Tongxe, which has accuſtom- 
ed it ſelf only to Oaths and Blaſphemies, find 
Harmony or Muſick in a Hallelujah. *Tis the pe- 
culiar priviledge of the pure in heart, thaz they 
ſhall ſee God ; and jf any others could fo invade 
this their incloſure, as to take Heaven by vio- 
lence, it ſurely would be a very joyleſs poſſeſſion 
to theſe men, and.only place them ina condition 
to which they have the greatcſt averſation and 
| Antipathy. 
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Antipathy. So that holineſs here, is not only 
neceſſary to the acquiring, but the enjoyment of 
Bliſs hereafter: And therefore unleſs men will 
contrive to annihilate their joys, and affect the 
monſtrous riddle of being tormented in Heaven, 
they cannot but from this Spirituality of the pro- 
miles, infer a neceſlity of purifying themſelves, 
and being capable at leaſt of innocent Celeftial 
joys3 and finee that only can be done by vertuous 
practice here on Earth, the Obligation thereto 
muſt needs be very preſhng and indilpenſable. 
And as the zature of the promiſes directs to this, 
ſo does the great tranſcendent walxe encourage 
and animate. Hope is the grand exciter of in- 
duſtry, and as the obje&t of Hope is more or 
te(s deſirable, 1o is the endeavour more #tenſe or 
remiſs; and upon this ground we muſt conclude 
the Chriſtian has all realon to be rhe moſt indefa- 
tigable, ſeeing his expectations are the nobleſt 
and moſt encouraging. That they are ſo, we 
cannot but acknowledge, it we admit of the de- 
ſcription which the Ppirir gives: that ſpirit 
which as he ſeals us to 1t, fo 15 himſelf the earn- 
eſt of that Inheritance. He in the Sacred Scyip- 
zares has drawn up a Map of the Countrey which 
we are toenter : And ſure we may ay of it as Ca- 
teb and Foſpua did of Canaan, Namb. 14. 7. the 
land is an exceeding good land, For firſt, if we 
conlider the Negative advantages it has, we ſhall 
find there 1s an abſence of all the Ills, deſtructive 
or affrightful unto humane nature. There ſha/! 
be no more death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain, 

B 2 | Revel, 
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Revel. 21. 4. Here alas, we are infeſted by all 
theſe. Sorrow and Pain, prey and inſult on all 
the comforts of our lives; leave us not a Gourd, 
which is not like that of Fenah, ſmitten with 
theſe Worms: and then comes Death, the grand 
devourer, and ſpares not /ife it ſelf. Nay, thoſe 
little reppires which we have from thele are 10 
embittered by unpleaſant expectations and Preſa- 
ges,that we are ſad before we are affiitted : in pair 
without a diſeaſe, and in death in the midſt of /fe : 
and then a State exempted, not only from the 
Calamities but the Fears of theſe, may well de- 
ſerveto be lookt upon with appetite. 
BUT Heavens deſigned for our reward, as 
well as reſcue, and therefore is adumbrated by; 
all thoſe poſitive excellencies which can endear © 
recommend. It is a Crown, and that not oi 
thorns, (ſuch as our Saviowrs was, and ſuch as the 
more affected Diadems of the world oft prove un- 
tothe wearer ; but one of Glory : nor is that Crown 
nor that Glory like our ſublanary ſplendors, which 
luddenly vaniſh, and leave the poſſeſſors-to the 
greater obſcurity and contempt ; but 'tis perm1a- 
went, (uch as fades not away, 1 Pet.5.4. or in 
S. Paul's phraſe, an cternal weight of glory. But 
to give you its more comprehenſive Character, 
"tis a being with the Lord, 1 Theſſ. 4. 17. Nay, 'tis 
a poſſeſſing even God himſelf. He ſhall be their 
God, Rev. 22. 3. and what can he want who pol- 
ſeſſes him who is all things? How can he fail of 
the moſt raviſhing delight, that ſtands before 
him iz whoſe preſence is the fulnefs of Foy, and at 
| whoſe 
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whoſe right hand are pleaſures, and thoſe not ſhort 
or tranſient, but for evermore? So indefeaſable is 
our eſtate in thoſe Foys, that if wedonot like 
mad prodigals ſell it in reverſion, we ſhall when 
we areonce inveſted, be beyond the poſſibility of 
ill husbandry, not have it in our power to undo 
our ſelves. Now ſurely theſe are great and pre- 
cious promiſes, ſuch as may well ſuſtain rhe 
weight of that inference the Apoſtle builds upon 
them ; and engage us to c/ea»ſe our ſelves from 
all f/rhinefboth of fleſþ and fpirit, and to perfett 
holineſſin the fear of God, 2 Cor. 7. 1. for they ad- 
dreſs to that Principle which is confeſtly Predo- 
minant in our Nature ; fo that if the love of Chriſt 
cannot, yet the love of our ſe/ves may conſtrain 
us. How muſt it then affront and baffle the en- 
ticements of fin, when we cn—_ its empty va- 
niſhing pleaſures with thoſe folid and durable joys? 
What a foreſtalling will it be of Satans markets, 


. that God bids ſo much fairer for us ; offers us 


that to which his ratre Terre cor Soow, all this 
will I give (could he make ſuch a whole-ſale ) 
can bear no proportion : and how then ſhall we 
ever barter it away for thole little petty commo- 
dities he retails tous; or make any other reply 
ro. his profers, than a ger thee behind me Satan ? 
For alas ! can we remember that we are cand/- 
aates for a Kingdom, and yet retain the abje& 
ſpirits of faves? Do we expet to reign hereaf- 
ter, and yetdepoſeour ſelves before-hand here ? 
{ufkerevery the vileſt luſt to rule over us? Is fo 
glorious a prize annext to the victory,, and will 
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it not animate the fainteſt heart, and feebleſt 
hands to the combate ? What Lions can we fear 
inthe way which this hope 1s not Sampſon» enough 
to encounter ? How /izht are our heavieſt, how 
momentary our molt laſting Afﬀlictions, if balan- 
ced with that eternal weight of Glory? Are we 
fpoil'd of our goods ? here is a reſerve of treaſure 
which no Thzef, neither the ſlye, nor theavowed, 
the pilferer, nor the ſequeſtrator can invade. 
Are we reduced to our Sawviowrs deſtitution, not 
to have where to lay our head e yet we have a building 
of Goa, az houſe not made with hands eternal in the 
Heavens. Are we reproacht for the name of 
Chriſt? that Ignominy lerves but to advance our 
future G/ory, every ſuch Libel here, becomes Pa- 
nepyrick there. Nay,are we perſecuted to death ? 
that ſends us but to take poſſeſſion of the Crown 
of Litc. Upon ſuch ſure grounds does our Chri- 
ftianity ſetus. While we make good its conditi- 
on, it pulls out the ſting of all that is moſt deadly : 
And 1n a more comprehenſive ſence, poſſeſſes us 
of the priviledge promiſed the Diſciples, that no- 
thing [hould by any means hurt them, May. 16, The 
moſt adverſe chances being bur like the ploughing 
and breaking the ground, in order to a more plen- 
titul harveſt. And yet we are not ſo wholly 
rurned off ro that reverſion, as to have no ſup- 
plies for the preſent; for beſides the comfort of 
jo great and certain an expectation in another 
life, we have promiles alſo tor t#. Even of all 
thoſe internal and ſpiritual ſatisfations which 
attend the praiZice of piety, The feaſt of a good 
Conſcience 
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Conſcience is the true Chriſtians daily diet, and 


ſure whatever the rich men of the world think, 


he only can be ſaid to fare deliciouſly : nay, he 
has yet more ſupernatural food, eManza rain'd 
down immediately from Heaven : the Holy Spirit 
ſent on purpoſe to refreſh and ſupport him : thoſe 
Joys which differ rather in degree than kind,from 
thoſe which are to be his. final portion. And 
that the Sou/may not be too much incommoded 
in her houſe of clay, there is provigon made for 
that alſo, ſuch neceſſaries ſecured to the budy, 
as may keep it in Tenertable repair: we have 
Chriſts expreſs promiſe for it, that to thoſe that 
ſeek the Kingdom .of God and his righteouſneſs, all 
theſe things fall be added : it not that ſuperfluity 
which may oppreſs and load, { render the body ra- 
ther the Tomb than Manſion of the ſou/) yet ſuch 
as may ſuſtain and ſupport us: and ſure 'tis eaſie 
to decide whichis the happier lot. Inſhort, we 
are ſureenough todefray the charge of that voy- 
age. which lands us at Eternal bliff: And cer- 
tainly he muſt be of a very {luggith or querulous 
humour, that ſhall der upon ſetting out, or de- 
mand higher encouragements. 

AND as the z«ture and valueof the Promiſes 
render them moſt proper engagements and incen- 
tives to all vertze; ſoit we conlider the manner 
of propoſing, we ſhall find them 1n that reſpeR 
alſo highly contributive to the ſame end. For 
frſt, they are clear and expreſs, not wrapt up in 
dark enigmatical infinyations, wherein men muſt 
Exerciſe their ſagactty as well as their faith: bur 

B revealed 
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revealed with that plainneſs, that 'tis impoſſible 
for any who knows but the letter of the Goſpel to 
be ignorant of the Eternal reward it _— 
And herein the difference belongs to Chriſtianity 
above all other Re/izzons, ſome whereof have left 
men ſo much 1n the dark, that many Se&s among 
them have denied the immortality of the Soz/zand 
ſure they were but faint encouragements they 
could propoſe unto that vertue which was to pe- 
riſh with them. What ſhould animate them to 
the rugged ſevere taſtes of reſtraining appetites, 
ſubduing paſſions, eradicating habits who dil- 
cerned no rewards for blamelels fou/s? "Tis true 
indeed vertwe 1s 1n her ſelf perfeftly amiable, 
though ſhe brought no dowry, but experience 
ſhews us ſhe has not many Platorick lovers: and 
when fo few are ambitious to wed Her, when ſhe 
brings an Eternal inheritance with her, we may 
calily guels how little ſhe willbe ſought withour 
it. When men once conclude that their Spirits 
{hall vaniſh 1nto the ſoft Air ; the inference 1s ve- 
ry obvious, Come on, let mm uſe the creatures as in 
youth ; as we hnd it elegantly purſued, Wiſd. z. 
But of thole who acknowledged a future being, 
their perceptions were very miſty and obſcure. 
The Heathens had ſuch contus'd notions of their 
Elyfiam, that the Epither of ſhades belong'd more 
properly ta the darknels than the refreſhment, and 
wasa reward fit for the votarics of thoſe ambigu- 
ous Oracles they conſulted. And proportionably 
ro the obſcurity of their hopes were the Exerciſes 
of their Vertye : their piety waseven overwhelmed 


and 
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and confounded by the multitude of their Dezzies ; 
nay,whichis yer ſtranger, their Gods themſelves 
ſeem to have been loſt in their own croud: elſe 
ſure the Athenians would never have inſcrib'd an 
Altar to the #nknown God : and indeed their offi- 
ces were generally ſuch, as if they had been devo- 
ted to no other, they having as little diſcerning 
of their Worſhip as of their God, "Twas wrapt up 
in clouds and darkneſs ; had myſterious receſſes to 
which the common worſhipper had no admit- 
tance ; ſuch as were to require a veneration onl 
by not being underſtood : and though this mu 
needs deprive their ſervices of that ſpirit and 
quickneſs, which conſtitutes the wvertue of devo- 
tion, yetalas, their Re/jg/oz had more than that 
negative contrariety to vertiue, Many of their 
worſhips being nothing but a ſolemnity of the 
fouleſt wices : and their Divinity taught them to 
violate Morality, A deceit Satan could not pro- 
bably (o long have triumpht in, had they had the 
Goſpel notion of Heaven, for ſure they could not 
have (uppos'd their Gods of ſuch mutable inclina- 
Lions, as to affe purity intheir Cohabitants, and 
potation in their Votaries : or ſuch incongruous 
diſpenſers of rewards, as to apportion an 1mpec- 
cable ſtate hereafter to the moſt fAlagitious crimi- 
nals on Earth. 

AS to the Jews 'tis true, they derived their 
light from a clearer Fountain, were under the 
Oeconomy of immediate Revelation, and therefore 
might be ſuppos'd to have had a freer proſpect in- 
torhat Heaven, from whence their Law —_ 

c 


714. | . The Charatter of Clidp.r. 


ed, yet evefithey were in this, as in many other 
particulars, under Moſes his veil, had rather dark 
adambyations, and thole too overwhelmed with 
the multitude of expreſs temporal promiſes, 
Theearthly Canaan lay fo fair and open to theix | 
pec, as eaſily intercepted their view of the | 
Heavenly ; and their faith muſt remove, at leaſt 
overlook, that mountain before it could come to 
any fight of the Horizon and extended Sky, Nay, | 
when 'tis remembred that the Sadawcees a great 
and learned part of their Doctors denied all fu- | 
ture-being, we muſt think the intimations of it 
were very 9bſcure ; it being ſcarce imaginable, | 
that any.conſidering men ſhould think the Soals | 
expird with the Body upon any other ground, but | 
that they knew not what after-ſtate to aflign it. | 
Sothat though they wanted not figures and ſba- | 
dows, or as the Apoſtle calls them, patterns of | 
Heavenly things, Heb. g. 23. yet they ſeem'd not | 
to have been well underſtood, and the generality | 
of men were not only in their Perſons, but their | 
Underſtandings denied entrance into the holy of 
holies; penetrated not that myſtical repreſentati- 
on, which was within the Veil : And anſwerable 
to this dimaneſs of their perceptions, was the 
whole ſpſteme and body of their Religion, which 
rather entertain'd it ſelf in thoſe external bodily | 
performances, which afteed the ſexſe, than in | 
thoſe Divine and Spiritual raptures, which putri- | 
fied and elevated the Soul. *Tis the Ypoſtles affir- 
mation, Heb. g. that the ſacrifices there offered 
could not make him that did the ſervice perfett, as 
pertaining 
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pertaining to the conſcience, and he gives the rea- 


' {on in ſubjoyning, that they ftood only 'in wears 


and drinks, and carnal ordinances, Alas what 
propriety had all their legal purifications towards 


_the cleanſing of the mind ? That might be inthe 


; Mvrre whilethe body was in theLavey : and while 


the ſurface ofthe man was ſprinkled with bloud, 
the heart might be more beſtial than thoſe crea- 


tures who lent the ablarzon:- And indeed if we 


conſider their morality, we ſhall find that outſide 


| formal ceremony had proceeded: to infe& and 


—I— 


poiſon that alſo. The outward reſtraint, the 
bare forbearance of an actual commiffion, being 
by them thought a full compliance with all the 
Negative precepts : So that we ſee Chriſt is fain 
to alſert the Internal part of the Obligation, and 
extend the duty to the thoughts and inclinations. 
Beſides, thoſe acts of vertue they perform'd were 
commonly ſuch as had an Aſpect, rather on their 
temporal well-being, than diſtant and unſeen re- 
wards; their Juſtice,and Charity confin'd to their 
own Nation, directed to the flouriſhing of their 
own Common-wealth : whereas Aliens were deyo- 
ted to their rapine and deſpight ; ſo that if they 
were vertues, they were rather Political than My- 
7al, and indeed while they placed fo much of 
their kopes on Earth, lookr on ſecular plenty and 
tranquillity as their reward, 'twas but conſonant 
they thould {quare their endeavours by that mea- 
ſure,and con(ider things not ſimply in their native 
properties of good or ill, but according to their - 
tendency towards that they cltcemd their fe/zcity. 

BUT 
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BUT God has provided, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
Heb. 11. 46. better things for w, has not only 
made a better Covenant with us,but has etabl;ſbt 
it upon better promiſes, Chap, 8.6. given us clearer 
revelations, not only of our duty, but our recom- 
pence ; the veil in Chriſt is done away, and we all 
with open face, Behold a5 in « glaſs the glory of the 
Lord, 2 Cor. 3.18. The Goſpel puts the eviden- | 
ces of our inheritance into our own hands, ſeal'd | 
by his explicite and dire& promiſe, who cannot | 
lye: and that not only engag'd by way of munifi- | 
cence, but bargain and contra, as the purchaſe 
of that price, which our Redeemer fully paid in [| 
our behalf. And (ure this 1s in the Apoſ/es phraſe | 

ffrong conſolation; and if fo, it muſt be forcible | 
enticement likewiſe, he cannot but run alacri- | 
ouſly, who has the prize in his Eye, nor can 
© S. Paul uſe a more prefling argument to his Corin- 
thians, Tobe ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abouna- 
ing in the work of the Lord, than this affurance, 
That their labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, | 
T Cor. I5. 58, | 
AND as this clear propoſal of the promiſes 
15 molt proper to encourage and infpirit our en- 
deavours, ſo is the condttionality moſt efficact 
ous to neceffitate and engage them. Had Hea- 
ven. been only promis'd as a largeſs, and with a 
blind promiſcuous bounty diſpens'd without dil- 
crimination, how much it might have rais'd our 
gratitude, I know not, but ſure it would not 
have excited our zz4uſtry, which in all inſtances 
we findis whetted by intereſt : and where that js | { 
| other wile | 
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otherwiſe ſecur'd, men generally eſtimate it a 
part of the benefit that their labour is ſuperſeded ; 
and pleaſe themſelves no leſs in a lazy bequeſt, 
than a full enjoyment. So that indeed it is this 
circumſtance of the promiſes that muſt give life 
toall the reſt, and make them operative toward 
the producing of goo life; for admit the joys we 

zvine and Spiritual for their 
kind, never ſogreat and tranſcendent for degree, 


| and theſeal(o repreſented tous in the moſt clear 
' andconvincing manner: yet if they be tendered 
; not as objects of our choice, but the certainty of 
; our fate-fe/zc:z3es which weare only concerned to 
| enjoy, but not to acquire, they may make us glad, 

but ſurely not diligent ; it being but a cold in- 
| ducement to any undertaking to be aſſur'd 'tis 
| perfectly needleſs : We have therefore all reaſon 
| toconfels it our greateſt advantage towards ver- 
| te, that God has fo linkt our hopes and our duty 


togerher. And indeed when we conſider the great 


| dilproportion between the one and the other ; 


the intinity of the reward, with the deſpicableneſs 
of the ſervice: we mult reſolve that he had no 
other deſign in making his promiſes conditional, 


| thantoengage us by our intereſt to that holineſs, 
' to which he ſaw our inclinations did not bind us : 


that it was an artifice of his /ove to enſnare us in- 


\ to two felzcities by propoſing of one, enforce us 


| totake one good in the way to another, wertue in 
| paſſage toglory. 


AND indeed who wou!d not think this me- 


| thod lo invincibly efficacious, as might ſuperſede 


the 
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the neceſſity of any other, but God who under. | 
\ Kands our thoughts: long before, Pfal. 139, 1, 
foreſaw that notwithſtanding this propoſal of a | 
Canaay, there would be Reubenites and Gaaztes, 
who would ſet up their reſt on this ſide of Jordar ; 
ſo iatent on the commodity of their Cattle, as tg | 
be content themſelves to be part of the Herd, and | 
become like the beaſts that periſh : That there would | 
be mea of ſo ignoble, dilingenuos tempers, as | 
none. of theſe cords.of a man would be ableto | 
draw :. and therefare there is another part of the | 
Gefbel-Qeconomy fitted to their capacities; the | 
threats and interminations, thoſe terrors of the 
Lord, which as Goads may drive thoſe brutith, | 
Creatures who will not be attratted : that thote | 
who, think themſelyes perfectly unconcern'd in | 
Davids queſtion, who ſhall aſcend unto the hill of | 
the Lord, Pſal. 24. 3. may yet ſtartle at Eſays, | 
who 4ong us can dwell with everlaſting burnings? | 
Of ſo. formidable a kind are thoſe menaces, as is | 
ſufficient to awake the moſt drowſie ſtupid Sol, | 
.qnd. are moſt apr ro operate upon that part of 
their temper, which evacuated the gentler me- 
thod : that very ſenſuality which made them de- 
ſpile Heaven, may help to enhanſe the dread of | 
Hel; the lack of a drop of water. will be moſt ig- 
ſupportable ro him who fared deliciouſly every 
day; thole flames will be yet more ſcorching to 
thoſe bodies, who by ſtudious effeminacies and 
ſoftneſs have ſuperadded an artificial renderneſs 
co the natural; nor will the gnawing of the worm 
appear more intolerable to any, than thoſe who 
here | 
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| here make it their buline(s to tye up its Jaws, 


gag or ſtupifie that Conſciexce which would now 


; admoniſh, but: will, there torment. And when 


to this is added the perpetuity of theſe pains, that 
the worm ſhall never dies: the fire never be. quencht, 
certainly this puts ſuch an edge upon the terror, 


| as may well make it in the; 4pofles. phrate, quick 
| and powerful, ſearching even to, the dividing aſuun- 
| der of the Soup, and. Spirit, the joynts and marrom, 
| when weare-affur'd zha# the Jxe is thus laid unto 
| the root of the tree, and.that every tree that brings 
; not forth gooa, fruit muſp, be. hemy dawn;and. caſt into 
| the fire, welhallſure be warn'd-:0 bring, farth meet 
fruits of repentance, and fly from the wrath to.come. 


BUT. becauſe neither invitations nos threats 


| canavail with thoſe who are any way invincibly 


impeded. to apply them to. their benetic : Gnce 


- the molt g/oriows prize, the moſt formidable.dan- 
| ger, 15 inſignificant to him, who, wants,power to 
| rynunto the one, or from the other ; it has plea- 
| ſed God to inſpirit and. actuate all his: Evangeti- 


ca methods, by a concurrence of ſupernatural. 
ſtrength, makes it not aoly eligible bur; poſſible, 
I may ſay eaſie and pleaſant for us to do whatever 
he commands'us: and notwithſtanding our natu- 
ral debility, makes. us, through Chrift: which 
ſtrengthens, us, able, rodo all: things : by his Spirit 
he prevents, aſliſts, reſtrains, excites, comforts, 
convinces; 'gives grace, and adds to that the hap- 
pier largeſs of a will to ule it, and knowledge to. 
dzicern the want of more: infuſing to the 50#l an 
ardent thirlt of greater powers, and readier means 

of 
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of ſervice, which the performance actuates to 
reater ſtrengths, and yet enflames to new de- 
Ires, and-more importunate purſuits, whilſt 
God at once beſtows and crowns his own dona- 
tions; ſtill giving unto him that has, till that at 
laſt he-give himſelf ; and grace is ſwallowed up in 
tory. And toaſſure us of this aid, he has been 
pleaſed to oblige himſelf; deſcends tothe folem- 
nity of a Pa and Covenant ; has indented with 
us, and cofiſtituted it a principal part of the new 
and everlaſting Covenant made with mankind in the 
bloud of the Son of God, to ſend the comforter, his 
Holy Spirit, to be with us till the end of the world, 
and do all this. So that the Goſpel is at once the 
aſſigner of our tasks, and the Magazzre- of our 
ſtrength ; ſo much Spirit goes along with that 
Letter ; ſo much internal grace 1s annexed to its 
outward adminiſtration, Vas will toall, who do 
not reſiſt it, infallibly render it the power of God 
zo ſalvation, For'tis not the (ole priviledge of a 
S. Paul, but the common portion of all Chritians, 
That Goas grace ſhall be ſufficient for them; which 
is ſure a more Goſpel-like promiſe, than that it 
ſhould be too ſtrong for them: 1o violent and ir- 
reliſtible as tocommir a rape upon their Spirirs ; 
ſuch a mighty wind as drives them headlong upon 
auty. Indeed this competency is of all other pro- 
portions the moſt zxcentive roinduſtry ; we ſee 
12 Texzporals, too little makes men deſperate, and 
too much careleſs ; and certainly *twould be the 
ſame in Sp#rizuals : but now when we have ſtock 
enough toſet up with, and that too of fo-impro- 
vable 
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vable a nature, that is capable of infinite ad- 
vancement, and yet on the other ſide no leſs ca- 
pable of total decay alſo, it being given with 
this expreſs condition, that upon neglec it ſhall 
be withdrawn: So that our own ſloth may make 
us poor, but nothing elle can keep us from being 
abundantly rich : What can be imagin'd more 
animating to diligence and endeavour ? And this 
being the condition wherein our Chriſtianity has 


placed us, added to the former conſiderations, 


will beyond exception or ſ#bter/yze, evince its 
perfect aptitude and fitneſs for the End to which it 
was aim'd, the Planting and noariſhing all true Ver- 
tue among men, the introducing the tree of life in- 
to the world again, and (o forming us a Paradiſe 
even amid{t the briers and thorns of our Exil'd 


ſtate. 


GCRAP. IL 


The Charatter of Chriſtian-mens Praftice, ſhewing 
their multiplied failance both from the rule of that 


holy profeſſion, and its genuine efett, 
A rightly diſpos'd, ſhould mils of its effea ? 
That this ſo auſþicioms Planer ſhou!d be 
counter-influenc'd by any walevolent Star? Or 
that what has ſo many tenures in us, ſhould be 
finally difſeis'd ? For, admit we have nor the Picty 
C t0 


ND now whocan ſuſpe& that a cauſe (- 
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to be prevail'd upon by the reverence of the 4«- 
thor ; yet the excellency of its compoſition does fo 
much recommend it to our reaſon, that we muſt 
put oft the beſt part of our Nature to evacuate 
the force of our Religion : nay, ſuppoſing us to 
have done that too, to have ſtruck our (elves 
out of the lift of Razozals, yet if we keep 
but the rank of Animals, if we have not extin- 
guiſht paſſion and ſenſe, it deſcends even to them ; 
addreſles to our hopes and fears with moſt impor- 
tunate ſolicitations, and convincing motives : 
So that unleſs we have the abſurd ill luck to have 
much of the Szoick, and nothing of the Phz/sſo- 
pher, 'ewili be impoſlible to relilt its impreſſions : 
And ſure he that contemplates zh#, will be apt 
with ſome confidence to conclude Chriſtendom to 
be the Goſhez of the world, not only in reſpe&t of 
its /zght, but of its ?mmuzity from all thole Locuſts 
and Caterpillars, thoſe ſwarms of meanand lordid 
Vices which both cover and devour the reft of the 
Earth. 

BUT this muſt be the inference of a mere 
contemplative, a Recluſe that converlſes only with 
his own meditations: For let him be ſo much ſe- 
cular, as once to look abroad, the moſt rranfient 
glance will ſerve to unravel all his hopefal /ecu- 
lation, and ſhew him that Chriſtendom may be as 
much Heathen as America: Whercas 'tis uſually 
ſaid;that il] Mazpers produce good Laws,we have 
revert the 4phoriſz,, and our good Law has intro- 
ducd the moſt corrupt manners. Our holy fairh 
whuch like a foundation ſhould ſupport good 

| works, 
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works, has like a gulf ſwallowed them up. And 
ſo univerſal a depravation is there among us, that 
we have ſcarce any thing left to diſtingu.ſh us 
from the moſt barbarous people, but a ' better 
name and worle vices. 

AND here, what terms of wonder or of grief 
can be {ignificant enough to expreſs or to bewail 


-ſo ſtrange and ſo perverſe degeneration, that the 


light of the world ſhould thus darken it; the ſa/c 
ot the earth be the means of putrifying and cor- 
rupting it? That thoſe who were by God drawn 
out from the Heazhez world, ſhould ſo outvy the 
Gentiles crimes, as if they had forſaken them, 
only becauſe they were too 7znocent ? This indeed 
is one of Satapxs ubtilleſt ftratagems, to fill 
Chriſt's Cazzp thus with his Seu/azers, by whole 
inteſtine treacheries, he has been more trinm- 
phant than by all his open aſſaults and avowel1 
hoſtilities. What a late Srates-man ſaid { Pro: 
phertically, if we may judge by the event ) ot £zg- 
land, that it was 4 wvivaciois animal that could ne- 
ver ate except it kill'd it ſelf, 1s noleſs true of th2 
Church, which has always been iavulzerable 
againſt all darts, but what have been taken out 
of its own quiver. Of thu the Primitive times 
were pregnant teſtimonies, where all the moſt 
witty cruelties, the moſt bloudy perſecutions, 
never made any breach in her : But ſhe ſtood fir- 
mer for all thoſe batteries, and like an Arch'd 
Building, became more ſtrong and compact, by 
that weight which was delign'd to cruſh her : Buc 
the Vice of Profeſſors undermines her very founda* 

z tions 
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tion, and does as much excced the deſtruitiveneſs 
of the moſt hoſtile aſſaults, as inteſtine treache- 
7y is more ruinous and fatal, than foreign v1o- 
lence. 

AS long as the /ives of Chriſtians were the 
tranſcripts of their doctrine, they rendred it vene- 
rable to all, and gave a preſumption there was 
ſomething more than humare in it, that could 
work ſuch ſignal efe&s, that could ſo transform 
9:en 25 to make the adulterer chaſte, the drunkard 
temperate, the covetow liberal, the contentions 
pzaceable. This, this was the way to adorn the 
dottrine of God our Saviour in all things, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, Ti#.2.10. And then the rule of con- 
traries directs us to conclude very diſtant effects 
from our now ſo diſtant prafices, that our very 
religion ſhould partake of the z»famy of our lives, 
and be thought rather a myſtery of i21quity than 

odlinefs. 

THUS 1s Chrif wounded in the houſe of his 
friends, and has more reproach caſt on him by 
thoſe that profef# his name, than by the loudett 
blaiphemies of thole that eppoſe it. For when 
thole who havenot opportunity to examine our 
faith, ſee the enormoultneſs of our works, what 
ſhould hinder them from meaſuring the Maſter 
by the Diſciples? Ir being ſcarce imaginable that 
any one Sec of men ſhould fo univerſally run 
counter to all the rules of their profeſſion : For 
letany ſober Heathen look upon Chriſtendom, as 
Itis at #h# day weltring in the bloud, not of Mar- 
.Zyraom but ar, and will it be poſſible for him 
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to think it owns a Goſpel of Peace ; or that thoſe 
who ſo perpetually do thoſe outrages they are 
unwilling to ſuffer, profeſs obedience to the 
Royal Law of Love thy neighbour as thy ſelf, 
Fam. 2.8. Can he ſee the violence and oppreſii- 
ons, the frauds and underminings, the bulie 
ſcramblings for little parcels of Earth ; and yer 
believe we count our ſelves ſtrangers and pil- 
Erims in it, and have laid up our treaſure in Hea- 
ven? Can he obſerve the ſtrange and almoſt uni- 
verſal diſtortion of ſpeech, whereby it has loſt its 
native property of being zterpreter of the mind, 
and under zntelligible words fo far exhibits the 
Babel confuſion, that no man underſtands ano- 
thers meaning ? and can he 77agize we have any 
ſuch Precepts, as Lye not one to another, or any 
ſuch penalty upon the infringer, as excluſion from 
the new Feruſalem ? Shall we hear our God men- 
tion'd more frequently and earneſtly in our i»z- 
precatzons than our prayers, and every part of our 
crucified Saviour, recrucified in our horrid oaths ; 
And ſhall he not think that his ſecord executi- 
oners bear him as little reverence as his firſt ; 
Or that he has given no ſuch commandas Swear not 
at all? When he diſcerns ſelf-preſervation bow'd 
to as the Supreme Law; Can he ever aream of ano- 
ther ſo inconſiſtent obligation as that of taking up 
the crofſ? Or that ſuffering for righteouſneſs ſake 
is one of our greateſt fe/ic;tzes, when he ſees us 
run ſo affrighted from it, that no crime, perjury, 
rebellion, murder, is block enough in our way to 
top our flight ? In fize, when he conſiders how 
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much of our buſineſs it is, firſt to excite, and 
then to cloy the fleſh, to ſpur it on to riots even 
beyond its own propenſfions, that the whole year 
1s but one mad carnival, and we are vo/uptaore not 
ſo much upon deſire or appetite, as by way of ex- 
ploit and bravery : When ſay he conſiders this, 
can he poſſibly gueſs our i»ſtitation direRs us to 
beat down the body, to mortifie the fleſh with the 
affetions and lufts, interdits us all rioting and 
drunkenneſs, chambering and wantonneff, and all 
proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the Iuſts thereof ? Cer- 
tainly all rules of diſcourſe will dire& him to the 
quite contrary concluſion. And when he ſees 
a Set of men that have enhans'd the common hu- 
mane pravity, he will be apt to infer their Prin- 
ciples have taught them the improvement: And 
upon that ſuppoſal he wanted not temptation to 
his Option that ſaid, Let my ſoul be with the Phi- 
Loſophers. | 
AND while we thus miſrepreſent our holy 
profeſſion to others, it will be no wonder if we ti- 
nally do it to oxy ſelves, that we forget its native 
ſhape, and look on her only in the «gy dreff our 
ſelves have put on, and that effe& ſeems already 
too viſible among us: Our lives have ſo long con- 
tured it, that we triumph over it as a baffled 
thing ; and like 4-07, loath it becauſe we have | 
raviſhtand defild it. Many of us take notice of 
the better Morals of Turks and Iyfidels not in re- 
proach of our ſelves but our Religion, and be- 
caule we have ſo many Lepers, think Abanah and 
 Pharphar, better than all the waters of Iſrael, | 
this | 
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this is openly in the »wouths of many, but is ſo 
prodigiouſly irrationalas well as #njuſt, that one 
can ſcarce think it poſſible to be in their hearts, 
unleſs they be purſued by the fate of habitual 
lyars, that at laſt come to perſwade them» 
elves., 

CERTAINLY there 1s no other parallel 
inſtance wherein men conclude {o perverſly : He 
that ſhews a man that precipice upon whole 
brink he ſtands, that intreats, yea 1mportunes 
him to retire from the danger ; nay, bribes him 
with the greateſt rewards to chule ſafety, has 
done all that can be expected from a friend, or 
charitable man: And it after all, the wretched 
perſon ſo advis'd, ſhall caſt himſelf head-long up- 
on ruine 3 aſſuredly no I:qzef# would return his 
murder in any other form than that of Fela ae ſe. 
And why then ſhould our Chriſtianity be accus'd 
of thoſe ills which it would -1nfallibly avert, 
it our obſtinacy would permit it? Indeed the 
charge is ſo wild, that it ſeems rather delign'd as 
an artifice of diverſion, a ſprout of that firſt 
fig-tree which was to hide the nakedneſs of lapſed 
Adam, Men think it policy to transfer their 
guilts, and are willing, the v4o/exce of their Juſts 
thould paſs for the i--potence of their Religion. 
Like irregular patients blaming their Phyſician 
for thoſe 11l accidents which they know owing 
only to their own unrulineſs. A pregnant teſti- 
mony of the reproachful nature of fin, rhat men 
are content to betake themſelves to the moſt 
forlorn ſhifts to avoid the owning 1t; Bur the 
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conſciouſneſs is ſo preſſiog and intolerable, that | 


with many it drives on to yet higher outrages: 
*ris not enough for men to decry their Chriſti- 
anity as a feeble infignificaut thing, but they load 

iteven with contradictory 7putations, and that 
which ſometimes they call the fooliſhneſs of preach- 
zng, to bring it 1n ſcorn and contempt, ſhall at 
another be ſtiled an Art and zrzck to bring it into 
ſuſpicion and hatred, be arraign'd for impoſture 
and deceit, a project of impoſing upon credulous 
ſouls, and gaining real advantages to the mana- 
gers while they feed the filly Proſe/yte with ima- 
ginary ones. How groundlels a calumny this is, 
as it appears fromthe ſanCtity, and eminent ſim- 
plicity of Chriſtian Religion, which above all 
things excludes fraud and falſhood ; ſoalſo from 
the deſignments and aims of its firſt promulga- 
tors, who as they cannor be ſuppos'd dexterous 
cnough to lay ſuch a ſcene of taking Pageantry ; 
{oall rheir viſible acqueſts were ſcourgings and 
impriſonments, perſecutions and death. If this 
were the caſe,it would indeed go near to reconcile 
the before-mentioned contradictory i-putations, 
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whilſt the impoling upon credulous ſculs at this 


dear rate, would be in very deed the fooliſhneſs 
of Preaching, the greateſt madne(s in the world. 
Men of common reaſon would be aſham'd to uſe 
ſuch frivolous cavils: but who can without hor- 
ror hear them fram profeſt Chriſtians? That 
while Izfid«/s are modeſt tn their reproaches, look 


upan our Doctrine only as erroneous, Diſciples | 


{hguld be bitter and charge jt as inſ{idious and 
; freg- 
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treacherous? Thus does the Church experiment 
the truth of her blefled Lords Predid:ons, .and 
finds her foes are thoſe of her own houſe: And 
though ſhe be Chriſts Dove, yet is ſubjected to the 
fate of the Viper, and has her bowels torn out by 
thoſe that ſpring from them. 

THESE are the growing conſequences of 
reſolute impiety, he who will not be kept within 
the bounds of duty, ſeldom contents himſelf 
with that bare violation: He not only breaks 
the bonds 1n ſunder, but caſts them away too ; is 
impatient they ſhould keep a reputation to up- 
braid him, when he has robb'd them of the power 
of reſtraining him: And #45 ſure is the bottom of 
all that deep reaſoning, by which men have learnt 
£0o argue themſelves and others out of their Creed : 
And though this be indeed the great 4rcanum, the 
Philoſophers ſtone they aim at; yet they have met 
with another good experiment by the way : And 
have,by I know not what Chymiſtry,extracted a re- 
putation out of theſe moſt unapt waterials, He 
paſſes for a conſidering man that diſputes prin- 
ciples, and 1s thought moſt to own his re4ſox that 
leaft owns his faith: And then 'twill be no won- 
der if this ſucceſs animate, and give them not on- 
ly confidence, but vanity to avow what is thus 
creditable. 

INDEED Satanis too ſubtle a manager to 
loſe this advantage, and the event ſadly ſhews, he 
has not negle&ed to improve it, as appears not on- 
ly by the number of ſuch pretenders unto reaſon, 
but even by their advancing to higher degrees. 

| The 
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The woluptuary who likes his portion in this | 


world, and fears that in another, is at firſt ol 
prompted by his intereſt to quarrel the /a/# A4r- 
ticles of the Creed, and fo in his own defence 
denies the life everlaſting: But when he finds 
his neceſſity made a vertue, and himſelf ſtruck 
into the repute of a wit ; upon that account he 
doubts not, his fame will encreaſe with his ir- 
religion, and fo proceeds ſtill to unravel far- 
ther, rill at laſt he leaves not ſo much as [ be- 
lieve in God : That many have advanc'd (o far is 
too evident, and by ſome fo own'd, that they will 
not thank his charity, that ſhall hope better of 
them. 

'TWAS once the 7riumph of infant Chriſti- 
anity, that it {ilenc'd all the Heathen Oracles, and 
within a while demoliſh'd even the Synagogue 
too : But alas, its mature age gives us that ef- 
fetin a moſt inverted ſence, it now has ſerv'd 
to ſupprels even the common notions of a Dey, 
turn'd out the oze as well as the any Gods, and 
inſtead of Polytheiſts and Idolaters has made 
Atheiſts, and that which Chriſt tclls us was de- 
fign'd to perfect and fill up the Law, has by the 


ſtrange pravity of its profeſſors at once oblite- | 


rated both Law and Law-giver out of mens 
minds, thereby exemplifying the old Axiom, 
Corruptio optimi eft peſſima; and the Saint as well 
as the Angel, it he deſert his innocence, com- 
mences Fiend and Devi/, Thele are ſuch ſad, 
ſuch direful tranſmutations as excite not ſo 
much wonder, as grict and lamentation ; and 

what 
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| What Rivers, what Oceans of tears are compe- 


tent to bewail ſuch unutterable evils ? 

THE removal of the Candleſtick is ſo formi- 
dable a jsdgment, that the threatning of it, is 
usd by Chriſt as the moſt awaking menace to 
the Seven Churches, Revel. 2. 3. but the remo- 
ving it by our own hands is yet an enhanſement 
of that higheſt calamity ; whea men are come to 
ſuch an inſenſate obduration, that they courr 
their P/agues, become their own Lzifors, and 
make that their chozce which is their extremeſt 
puniſhment, they are certainly too ſecure of that 
ruine they call for: And may we not fear it may 
provegezeral, and involve us all? That while fo 
any cry out to be deliver'd from their Chriſtia- 
nity as their load and prefſlure, and ſo few expreſs 
their diſlent to that demand, God may in judg- 
ment grant it, hearken to thoſe that cry loudeit, 
reſcue his Goſpel from our profane and impious 
violations, and give it to others that may bring 
forth the fruits of it. 

NOR isthis to be fear'd only from the exp1;- 
cite importunities of the blaſphemous, for it is 
interpretatively the vote of many others; who- 
ever give themſelves uptothe dominion of any 
luſt, do 7plicitly renounce their obedience to 
Chriſt, and ſay we will not have this man to rule 
over us, And when he is thus depos'd from his 
regal and directive power, we have reaſon to be- 
lieve he will deſpiſe a mere 7itular ſoveraignty, 
not ſuffer the Scepter of his Word to remain as 
an Empty Ceremony among thoſe, who pay it a 

rea 
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real obedience: nor be again -cloath'd with 


Purple, crown'd, and ſaluted King to advance the 
triumph of his ſcorn and crucifixion. 

NOR willthe fawning Profeſſions of the de- 
mure hypocrite avert, but accelerate this Fate: 
He that makes the Golden Scepter in Chriſts 
hand, a rod of 3roz in his own, that thinks his 
Saintſhip licenſes him to all the ſevere cenſures, 
and the yet ſeverer ( becauſe more effective ) 
oppreſſions of others, he is certainly to be lookt 
on not only as a Rebel, but an Ulſurper too, and 
isof all others the higheſt provoker. He that 
rramples under foot the Son of God, does not 
ſo much violate him, as he that pretends to erect 
him a Throne upon bloud and rapine, on per: 
jury and facriledge : Nor does he that accounts 
the Bloud of the Covenant an wnholy thing ſo 
much profane it, as he that uſes it as a Varniſb 
to paint over his fouleſt luſts. The Apoſtle has 
long ſince told us, there is 70 concord between 
Chriſt axd Belial, and can we think he will be 
patient thus to be made ſubſervient to hisene- 
my ? Or ſuffer his 47% to be ſet for the ſupport, 


which ſhould be the coxfuſion of Dagoy? Do | 
we find him fo ſeverely upbraid the hypocriſlie | 


of the Fews, that flole, murdered, committed adul- | 


tery, and ſwore falſly, and yet came and ſtood be- 
fore him in his houſe, Jer. 7. 9. and ſhall we hope 
he will connive at it in Chriſtians? Was it into- 
lerable profanation in them to zcconnt his houſe 
a den of robbers, and ſhall we be permitted to 
»aake itlo? They are (ent to Shileh toread their 


own 
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own deſtiny, and ſurely we are as likely to tind 
ours there too; to be deprived of thoſe advanta- 
ges which we have ſo unworthily usd : Nor can 
we expe, that though God cauſe the natural 
Sun to riſe ſtill as well on the evil as the good, yer 
that the Sur of righteouſneſs ſhall continue to ſhine 
on thoſe who will only bask themſelves in his 
Rays, grow e/Z1hiops from his vezghbourhood ; but 
will not work by his /zehr. 

WHEN all this is conlider'd, what a ſad 
abode does it make ? When the 4/aphemies of the 
Profane, the ſezſual;ties of the Voluptuous, and 
the ockeries of the Hypocrite, ſend, as it were, 
daily Challenges to Heaven, we cannot but look 
it ſhould at laſt overcome its long-ſuffering, awake 
God to vindicate the honour of his Name, and 
not ſuffer it any longer to be thus proftituted and 
polluted : that when he ſees his light ſerve only 
to aid us the more ſubtilly to contrive our deeds 
of darknels, he ſhould withdraw it, ſmite us with 
blindnels like the Sodomizes, whom he finds in 
ſuch impure purſuits: And were that blindneſs 
ſuch as our Saviour ſpeaks of, Jo. 9.41. that in- 
ferr'd the »o fin, *twere a deſirable inflition, but 
alas, it has none of that property : That which 
is deſigned for the puniſhment can never be the 
extenuation of our guilt ; but as in Hell there is 
an unhappy Separation of effects, the ſcorching of 
the fame without the light, and the blacknels of 
z»ight without the reſt: So in this neareſt ap- 
proach to it, this Portal to thoſe Chambers of 
death, there is the ignorance without the exculs, 
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the darkneſs diveſted of its native quality of hi- | 


ding: And when we areentred among Heathers 
here, we muſt yet expe the ſadder portion of 
Apoſtatiz'd Chriſtians hereaiter. Za 

AND © that this corſcderation might at laſt 
have its proper operation, roule and awake us 
timely to prevent thoſe evils whieh it will be im- 
poſſible to cure. That by bringing forth ſome 
more gexuine and kindly fruits, we may avert that 
diſmal {entence, Cut it down, why cumbreth it the 
ground, That men would generally lay to heart 
both the ſiz and infamy of being promoters of pab- 
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lick ruize ; and quench that fre with their tears | 


which their fins have kindled, that the faſting 
and prayers, the ſighs and groans of the Prii- 
tive Chriſtians may ſupplant the profane luxuries, 
the carnal Jollities of the Modern. And that Sack- 
cloth and aſhes may become the nriverſal moar, 
the only faſhionable dreſs among us. This both 
Reaſon and Religion ſuggelt as matter of our moſt 
1mportunate wiſhes ; would God our hopes were 
but half as pregnant. 

BUT the /eff appearance there is of this uni- 
verſal reformation, the more jealouſly ought every 
ſingle perſon to look on himſelf, leſt he be one 
that obſtruct it : For {o he does who {tays till it 
be a faſhion, but neglects to contribute his part 
to themaking it ſo. Men are willing to diſcou- 
rage themſelves from attempts of this kind, and 
with an unſeafonable modeſty can refle& what a 
nothing one man 1s to ſo many millions, when 


alas, all that vaſt Empire Vice has got in the 
world, 
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world, is founded in the pravity of fingle perſons, 
and would certainly be ruin'd by their retormati- 
on. The more reaſonable Colletion would be 
that he that conſiders himſelf but as oze, ſhould 
not ſuffer himſelf to grow into /ef/; to fall from 
that Hnit toa Cypher, by permitting ſloth or co- 
wardize to enfeeble and emaſculate him: but on 
the contrary ſhould recolle& his ſpirits, auate 
all his ſtrength, and therefore be fure todo his ut- 
moſt, becauſe that #rmoſt is bur a /ittle. 

AND to this certainly there want not encou- 
ragements. We ſee in common affairs the wonders 
that induſtry and reſolution are able to effec, 
and a ſingle courage being exerted has often with- 
out Romarce, overcome gtantly difficulties. *Tis a 
grcat prejudice 1s caſt upon vertue by the puſilla- 
nimity of thoſe that /ike, but dare not aber her. 
W hea moſt men commit all impieties daringly, 
and openly, and thoſe few that do mourn for it, 
do it but in ſecret, the example of the oxe is conta- 
g10us, but the other has no means to diffuſe it ſelf. 
Would men ſtoutly own 4#ty, and nor like Peter, 
fellow Chriſt afar off, they might yet hope to make 
a party and gazn ground in the world, And how 
noble an attempr were this, thus to encounter 
Satan in his higheſt triumph, and recover a /of# 
field? And methinks thoſe who have any warmth 
of Piety glowing within, may eaſily thus improve 
it 1nto a flame, EX: yopnynoa Oy TH Tiga 7 ve” 
Ti, add to their faith wertue, as that ſignifies 
courage : and then readily would ſucceed thar 


| train of Chriſtian excellencies reckon'd up by 
rld, | TL, 
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St. Peter, 2 Epiſt. 1. 5. knowledge, temperance, pa- 
tience, goalinefs, and ſuperitruct on thele, as it 
there follows, brotherly kindneſs, and the moſt 
comprehenſive charity, We ſhould be not only 
devout towards God, but zealous towards eMey, 
endeayouring by all prudent means to recover 
them out of choſe ſnares of the Devil, whereby 
they are taken captive. And fince among all 
thole ſnares there is none more entangling, than 
the creditableneſs and repute of cuſtomary vices, 
to ſet themſelves eſpecially againſt that over- 
grown covering and ornament; thoſe Locks 
wherein its great, its Sampſon-like ſtrength lies: 
And ſtrive to render it as condemn'd as it is baſe: 
and to this purpoſe nothing is ſo apt, as the ex- 
alting its competitor, fetching vertue out of the 
Dungeon, that darkneſs and obſcurity wherein ir 
has long lain forgotten, and by making it illuſtri- 
ouſly vilible in their ow# practice, put it into the 
poſſibility of attracting others. Indeed there only 
It appears in its true ſplendour, they are but dead 
colours the ſublimeſt ſpeculation can put on ir, 
he that would draw it to the life, muſt imprint 
it upon his own, And thus every pious perſon 
may, nay ought, to be a Noah, a preacher of righ- 
tcouſneſs: And if it be his fortune to have as 1m- 
perſwaſible an Auditory, it he cannot avert the 
deluge, it will yet be the providing himſelf an Ark, 
the delivering, yea advancing his owz ſoul, if he 
cannot benefit other mens. 

NAY, this being a Noah may qualifie him to 


be aeMoſes too, give himſuch an rereſt with 
Heaven, 
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Heaven, that he may be fit to ſtand inthe gap to 


be an #nterceſſor and Mediator for a provoking 
people. And God knows never any generation 
more needed that effice: nor any part of this more 
than our ſinful Nation, which having long been 
in the furnace, 1s indeed now come out, but {o 
unpurified, that we have all reaſon to expect a 
return, and that not upon the former fruſtrated 
deſign of refining ; but upon that more infallible 
and fatal one of tonſmming us. This is fo dread- 
ful, but withal fo juſt an expeQation, that if 
there be arly Facobs among us ; aily, who can 
wreſtle and prevail with God, there never was (0 
preſſing need of their interceſſion, O let all that 
are thus fitted for it vigorouſly undertake this 
pious work ; letnoeMoſes's hands ever wax hea- 
vy, but bealways held up in a devout importuni- 
ty ; let them tranſcribe that holy Oratory, which 
he ſo. often effefually uſed, plead to God his 
owri cauſe, with a What wilt thoz do to thy gheat 
Name 2 And when there is nothing in us that can 
pretend to any thing but vengeance, tanſack 
Gods boſom, ' tifle his bowels for arguments ot 
compaſſion, repeat to him his own 7zt/les, that he 
is /ong-ſuſſering 4nd of great merty, forgiving int- 
quity, tranſoreſſion and ſin, Numb, 14. 18, And 
by theſe ſolicite, yea, conjure him to pity. And 
how great an ardency is required to this interce(- 
ſon? What ſtrong cries muſt they be that ſhall 
drown (> /oud a clamiour of impieties? And fiow 
does it reproach the flightneſs of our ſleepy heart- 
leſs addrefles? Can = hope to bind Gods hands 

wilt 
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with Withs and Straws? Toarreſt his vengeance 
with ſuch faint and feeble aſſaults? And whea 
nature and danger ſuggeſt to Heathen Nireveh, 
not ozly to cry, but cry mightily to God, ſhall 
the ſuperaddition of our Religion damp ours into 
a whiſper, a ſoft #vaudible found ? A ſtorm will 
tcach the profane Mariner to pray in earneſt, and 
alas! we have not wanted that diſcipline. 'Tis 
not long ſince we might have ſaid with thoſe, 
Hts 27. No ſmall tempeſt has long lain on us, net- 
ther Sun aor Stars in many days,nay in many years, 
appearing, nothing but black and diſmal portents 
of a final wreck to a poor weather-beaten Charch, 
and then ſure 'twas time to be importunate, to 
learn ſo much of inſtruction from the waves that 
toſſed us, as to make our prayers keep pace with 
them, in ſwift uninterrupted ſucceſſion, in loud 
and not to be reſiſted violence. That we did fo 
then 1 dare not affirm, but ſure I am the neceffity 
of it 1s not yet out-dated ; for though the Sky 
however black with clouds carry no thunder in it; 
though the impetuous winds that blow from eve- 
ry quarter, ſhould not break out in tempeſt, and 
bring ſhipwrack to us ; yet we too fully exempli- 
fie the truth of the Prophers Axiome, That the 
wicked are like the troubled Sea, that cannot reſt : 
we have withiz us a principle of ruine, which can 
operate though nothing from without excite it. 
A tempeſt isnot always neceſſary to fink a Ship, 
one treacherous leak may do it in the greateſt 
calm, and what ſecurity can there then be to our 
torn Veſſel, whoſe rents our continued pay 
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do ſtill keep open. Indeed out preſervarioy mult 
be as our reſfauration was, the work of Omnipo 
tence; thicher therefore ler us addreſs with 
S. Peter's patlietick Prayer, Save, Lord, or we 
periſh, Othat all who are concern'd in the grant 
of that Petition, would qualifie themſelves to 
preſent it 3 lift up ſuch pure hands, har God 
who hears not finners, Joh. 9. may yet hear them, 
afford a gracious ear, and pive an anſwer of 
Peace. 


CHAP. III, 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Inconſs- 
aetation, 


HE laſt Se&ion having defeated all the 
promiſing hopes of the former, by ſhew 
ing us how fadly we have fruſtrated all 

the deſigns and engagements of our profeſſion ; 

enervated all thoſe apt and powerful merhods; 
and how perfe&tly contrary our pradtices are to 
our rules, mere curiolity would more ptompr us 

to enquire what are the hidden cauſes of thoſe (o 

ſtrange effet?s ; what unhappy propriety there is 

inthe ſo:/, that after ſo much cx/ture and husban- 
dry it ſhould produce _ but wild Grapes ; 
and by what arts and wiles Satan has not only 
evaded,but even retorted thoſe blows which were 
aim'd at him. Bur as in diſeaſes the pains and 
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languiſhing are obvious to the groſſeſt ſenſe, but 
the rings and originals of them moſt frequently 
lye deep, and are {o complicated and interwoven, 
that they require much art to ſearch and to di- 
ſtinguiſh them: nay, do often mock the molt 
ſubtil zaquiſitor, and ſend him back with mere 
conjectures and uncertain gueſſes: ſoin this Epi 
demick Spiritual diſtemper, the walady is notori- 
ous and viſible, but the cauſes of it not fo ealily 
determin'd, yet that not ſo much from the dark- 
neſs as the number of them; ſo many do pretend, 
and that with very good colour, to this unhappy, 
this monſtrous birth, that a So/omoz himſelf 
muſt have made the propoſal of dividing it, as not 
being able to have. afſign'd it entire toany one 
Mother. 

INDEED lo many are the concurrents to- 
wards it, that it would far exceed the limits of 
thislittle Tra&, but to point at them : I'ſhallnot 
therefore undertake any ſuch exa# enumerajion, 
but ſhall only take notice of thoſe which eithex for 
the generality or degree of their efficacy appear 
the moſt eminext. 

AND firſt the great and ſtupid Inconfiderati- 
07 which moſt men have concerning their Religi- 
on, may well paſs for a main cauſe of its fruſtra- 
tion, Chriſtianity may make Archimedes his chal- 
lenge ; give it but where it may ſet its foot ; allow 
bur a ſober advertence to its propoſals, and it 
will move the whole wor/d4: it comes with moſt 
1nvincible and controuling arguments, but ill 
they are arguments, and thoſe muſt firſt obtain 

attention; 
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attention, before they can force aſſet; they will 
moſt infallibly weigh down the ſca/es, though the 
whole world were the counter-balance ; but then 
that muſt preſuppoſe their being put into thoſe 
Scales; their being entertain'd with ſo much of 
deliberation, as may try and examine their 
weight. In a word, they addreſs to us as men, that 
is, creatures endued by God with rational Souls 
and diſcurſive faculties; but if we will ſuppreſs 
theſe, and ſet up only the brare to give audience, 
we muſt nut expect Balazms prodigy ſhould be 
every day repeated, that the eaſt ſhould be wiſec 
than the rider, and conſequently cannot wonder 
if the Succeſs vary with the Auditors. 

AND *tisto be fear'd, that this is the ſtate of 
moſt of us, that all the convincing Logick, thar 
demonſtration of the Spirit, as S. Paul calls it, 
and all the perſwaſive Rhetorick of the Goſpel, 


find us ſo ſtupid and unconcern'd, that they can 


make no impreſſion: all the avenxes are lo blockt 
up, that they can find no way of approaching 
us. We are like the I:di/a» Serpents Philo- 
ftratu mentions, proof againſt all charms, but 
ſich as with their glittering ſplendor aſſault our 
Eyes: nothing moves us but what courts our 
Senſes, and what is not gr9feronugh to be een, we 
think too nice to be confider'd. The form and 
name of Chriſtianity men find ready to their 
hands, and it coſts them no labour to put it on : 
but ſhould they be interrogated of the 1mport and 
ſigniticancy of it, Ifear many would be at a lots 
what toanlwer, Men ca!l themſelves Chriſtians 
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as they do Freach or Engliſh, only becauſe they 
were barn within ſuch a Territory, take up their 
Religion as a part of their jate, the temper of their 
Climgte, the entail of their Anceſtors, or any 
thing molt remote from their choice ; the profel- 
ſion of ix deſcendsto them by way of inheritance, 
and like young careleſs Heirs, they never are at 
the charge to ſurvey it, to inform themſelves ei- 
ther of the Iſſues or Revenues of it; what bur- 
dens it lays,or what advantages it promiſes. Eve- 
ry man (es they are vaſt multitudes that have en- 
tered the Beptiſmalyow, and I fear no (mall num- 
bers of them, that weigh it as little when they 
ſhould perform it, as they did when they waa it. 
Have no other notionof Baptiſm, but as a cufom 
of the place, or a time of teſtivity : confider no 
farther ſignificancy in theſe ſpiritual bands, than 
they doin the Swadling-cloaths of rheir infancy, 
and can give no better account why they took on 
them Chrifts livery, than why they. wear ſuch gar- 
ents as the common faſhion of their Country pre- 
ſcribes them. 

THIS is in many the effe@ of grols ignorance, 
that really know nothing that borders upon Re- 
ligion : and where that 1s the prizciple, we can- 
not think it ſtrange to ſee their practices propor» 
tionable ; this returns them into the ſtate of Hea- 
theniſm, and while they walk in that darkneſs, it 
is no wander if they often fall ; the only matter 
of admiration 1s, that there ſhould be any ſuch 
darkneſs among us; that zhe gloriow light, as 
S. Paul texms it, of the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſhould 

not 
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not long ere this have diſpell'd it out of our Hors- 
zon, and certainly, that it has not, mult be ow- 
ing to ſome very great guilt, ſo that concerning 
ſuch perſons the Diſciples queſtion, Joh. g. is very 
pertinent, Who. did fin, this man or his Parents ? 
W itere men are fo ignorant, it muſt neceflarily 
infcr their Parexts negligence in infuling, or their 
ows ſtubborn pervelenels in reſiſting inſtruction : 
but *ris more probable to conclude the former, 
ſince if Children were early inſtituted, knowledge 
would inſenfibly inlinuate it felf, betore their 
years had arm'd them with obſtinacy enough tv 
make head againſt it : but when by the Parents 
remiſleneſs the proper Seeds-time is loſt, the foil 
grows ſtiff and untracable ; the /abovr of learn- 
ing averts their Childhood, and the ſhame of it 
their Manhood, and fo they grow old in their ig- 
norance, are ready to /eave this world before they 
come to know any thing of that which 1s to ſuc- 
ceed it. This is a common, but certainly, a moſt 
deplorable caſe; and as it loudly accules thoſe Pa- 
rents, who thus wretchedly hazard their Chil- 
drens greateſt concernments, ſo certainly it re- 
flets not very laudably upon thoſe, who by 
{lighting that excellent Order of Confirmation in 
this Church, have beſides all other advantages of 
It, robb'd them of that happy reſerve, which the 
careof their Spiritual Parent had provided tore- 
pair the negligence of their Natwral; but guilt 
has a miſerable kind of infinity, and leſſens nor 
by being communicated ; and therefore though 
thele unknowing perions may with juſtice enough 
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accuſe others, yet can they never the more abſolve 
themſelves. Indeed they cannot tax others omi(- 
ſions towards them, without a tacit reproach of 
their own: for if it were a fault in the Parext, tg 
let their infancy want thoſe neceſſary infuſions, 
tis ſurely ſo in themſelves, to let their riper years 
continue in that deſtitutzon. - And ſure 'tis not 
probable there could be a more irrational motive 
tothe former, than that which prevails with the 
later, to wit, the fear of ſhame, which certainly 
much more properly belongs to him that lies ſtu- 
pidly under his want, than he that induftriouſly 
jers to cure it : ſothat while they, go thus prepo- 
ſterouſly to avert reproach, they invite it; nay, 
and do beſides betray one of cheir moſt important 
{ecrets, diſcover themſelves more ſolicitous abour 
appearances than realities ; to be thought knowing 
thantqbe ſo. A ſtrange kind of fpecularive Hy- 
pacritie, which yet leads to all the praftical pro- 
tanenels incident tothole, who /zve without God in 
the world, 

BUT would God the uncatechiz'd were the 
only per{ons we had to complain of in this matter : 
There is another fort as z2zorant, who have not 
that plea; who by a wretchjels Inconſideration, 
have madea ſhift to uplearn what they had once 
been taught, That this 1s naturally very poſſible 
no man can queſtion, that obſerves how deſueryde 
will roþ a man of any Science, or other habit. 
But 1n this caſe there-1s yet a farther concurrent 
towards it ; Chriſfs pargble tells us of Fowls 1hat 
devoured the Seed, which himiclf interprets to be 
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the wicked one, which catcheth away the word 
ſown in mens hearts: When that ſpiritual ſeed 
lies looſe and ſcatter'd upon the ſurface, and is 
not by deep and ſerious meditation harrowed, as 
it were, into the ground,. it offers it ſelf a ready 
prey to the devourer, and God knows the ever 
is too ready to atteſt the truth of the obſervation : 
For we do not fee many whole childhoods have 
wanted nothing of Chriſtian nurture, that have 
had all advantages to the making them wzſe #nto 
ſalvation, yet ſuffer their manhood to wear out 
and obliterate all thoſe rudiments of their youth ; 
and that not only out of their pradtice, but even 
out of their »»emory too: this ( would we bepa- 
tient to have the experiment made ) would, I 
doubt not, be found true in divers, and they 
would appear leſs able to approve themſelves, not 
only to the Cofeſſor, but even to the Catechiſt in 
their ad«/t age, than they were in their Mznori- 
ty; as having ſcarce ever thought of the principles 
of their religion, ſince they conn'd them to avoid 
correction; and then 'tis no wonder if they pals 
into the ſame forgerfulneſſ with other the occur- 
rences of that /{ippery age. 

BUT if with ſome the 92w0ry have been (0 
invincibly fairhful,” as not to have relign'd its 
depoſitum ; it it do happen obſtinately to retain 
thoſe early impreſſions which were made on it ; 
yet alas! that alone will be of little avail: 
'tis true, that i5 the ſ{tore-houſe, and 'tis good to 
have that well repleniſht; but if its plenty be 
cnly within it elf, uncommunicated ; if the gre- 
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zary, though never ſafull, be ſeal up, it gives | 
no ſecurity againſt a famine: 2 mans remem- | 
brance of his Creed may tell him there is a | 
God, and that he is Almighty ; but if his reaſon 
beſo much aſleep, as not to infer from thence | 
the neceſſity of reverencing and obeying him {| 
who is all-powerful to revenge our contempts, | 
he may repeat the Article every day, and yet 
ans +» Atheiſtically. In like manner he may 
g0 on to the Birth, Death, and Reſurre&tion of 
Chriſt ; but if he weigh not the abligations to 
gratitude and duty, which deyolve on him from | 
thence, he may remember his Birth, and yet ne- 
ver be regexerate : his Death, and yet not die to 
fin; and his ReſwrrefFion, and yet lie rotting in his | 
own corruption, and not riſe with him to zewnef 
of life. So he may proceed ta his coming to judge 
the quick and the dead, but if he refle& not on 
his own particular concernment 1n it ; ifhe con- 
ſider nor that for every the ſecreteſt thing, Eccl. 11. 
God will bring him, as well as others, to judgment ; 
he may talk of Dooms-dey as men do of ſuch 4 | 
fiFes as they have no Trial at, but it will never 
ſer him a trembling or give him the providence to | 
anticipate his ſentence; fo judge himſelf here, 
that he may not be judged of the Lord. And fo 
proportionably in all the parts of our Chriſtian 
Faith : he that does not extract from them their 
proper and juſt inferences, ſhall never feel their 
efficacy. He has indeed 1n thar excellent Sy- 
fteme, a moſt infallible Czrbolicon, againſt all his 
ſpiritual Maladies; but tis a Medicine, not a 
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Charm; to be taken, notlaid by him ; and if he 
fail in «pplization, he will as certainly miſs of 
the cure : And this gives us one too clear a rea- 
ſon, why ſo many, in the moſt fatal ſence, «re 


fick aud vogak among ww, and faln efleep, are firlt 


lethargick, and then ſtark dead is treſpaſſes and 
ſins. Men do nat by ſober conlideration ſuck 
out the vertue which would heal them: they 
look on the Creed as Chrifts badge, and folong 
as they bear that, they think none muſt queſtica 
their Chriſtianity ; whereas 'tis indeed more pro- 
perly his Military Sywbolum, or recognition of 
the Cauſe, and General they fight for ; an en- 
gaging them to all the obedience, fidelity and 
conſtancy of reſolute ſouldiers: and to this pur- 
pole it is that we ſtazd vp at the recital of the 
Creed, as owning our Baptiſmal promiſe, to fight 
manfully under our Saviours Baaver againſt Sin, 
the World, and the Devil; and if wedonot thus, 
'tis not material what profeffions we make, we 
arethe ſame deſertors whether we ſtay in our own 
Camp, or 74» aver tothe enemies ; throw away 
our Arms, or ot «ſe them ; renounce our Chri- 
ſtian faith, or not improve it. Sloth is as miſ(- 
chievous in war as treachery or cowardize, and 
he that keeps his ſword in the ſbeath, is as unfor- 
midable an enemy, as he that brings woze into 
the field, 

AND how many ſuch inſignificant combe- 
zautsare there in the Chriſtian Camp, that on- 
ly lend their Names to fill up the Myſter-yol, 


{ but never dream of going upon ſervice? Tis 


Certain 
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certainthere are as many ſuch, as there are care- 
leſs unconſidering Profeſſors : and theſe, 'tis to | 


be fear'd, make ſogreat a number, that were the 
Church put to eftimate her forces, and examine 
what effectively her ſtrength is, ſhe would find 
the deceit of falſe muſters as great among the Spi- 
ritual as the Civil Souldiery. It is indeed: a moſt 


amazing thing to ſee, that that which is the | 
one' great: and important intereſt of all men, | 


(hould of all other things meet with the leaſt re- 
gard::+ If we make. a propoſal of worldly profit, 
though incumber'd with many difficulties, and 
liable tomany uncertainties, we ſhall not only 
have an attentive hearing, but active care and di- 
ligent purſuit of the defiga ; it will be driven to 
the laſt glimpſe of hope ; and if the firſt attempt 
miſcarry,. the next occaſion is laid hold of ; but 
here, where the prize is {o rich, the cozditions fo 
ealie, the acqueſt ſo certain, yet ( as if theſe were 
deterring, averting qualities ) we cannot be got 
totake the matter. into'our deliberation. Alas, 
whatftupid folly has poſſeſt men? And by what 
meaſures do they make their eſtimates? How are 
their precious Souls become (o vile in their eyes, 
that they are the only part of them, which they 
think below their regard ? In an Zp:idemick dil: 
eaſe every man looks out for Artidots or Me- 
dicine for his own peculiar, and does not ac- 
quieſce 1n that filly confidence that he ſhall do 
as well as other men: yet in this greater danger, 
that is their avowed comfort, and keeps them as 
chearful as if they had the molt folid grounds of 
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ſecurity. Alas, can numbers ozr-face damnation, 
or do men hope that by going 1n troops to Hell 
they ſhall after the native inhabitants, ſubae 
thoſe legions of tormentors, and become conque- 
rers inſtead of ſufferers? This 1s ſure too wild an 
imagination for any toentertain, yet what more 
ſober one can any pretend, in favour of ſo ſtupen- 
dous an improvidence ? "it & | 

BUT 'cwill be much more ſeaſonable to re 
form than Apologize or Rhetoricate ; and. there- 
tore twill import thoſe men, who like the inha- 
bitants of Laiſh, dwell care/ef, quiet, and (e- 
cure, to look about them; to enter into ſerious 
conſultation how they: may avert - that ruine 
which waits upon ſuch a ſupine temper 5 not to 
ſuffer themſelves to.periſhin the midſt of ſuch pol- 
fibilities, nay ſolicitations to be ſaved : - but at 
laſt afford an audience to that Embaſlie which is 
ſent them from Heaven. Ponder well thole eaſze 
terms of reconciliation which are propos'd : the 
ineſtimable advantages conſequent to the embra- 
cing thatamity ; and the as zneſtimable detriment 
of refuſing it : In a word, not to pleaſe themſelves 
with the expty title, bur to penetrate the full pur- 
port and fignificancy of their Chriſtianity, and 
when they have done this ſoberly and attentively ; 
having removed this firſt and moſt general ob- 
ſtruction to piety, they will find themſelyes al(- 
faulted by ſuch force of reſo, that they muſt ei- 
ther be very ill Logzciaps, or very good Chriſtians. 
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'A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Partial Con- | 


frae rat i0n, 


EXT to the ſf»pid4 and merely vege- 
table ſtate of total incogitancy, we may 
rank that partial and piece-meal con- 

hderation, by which Chriſtianity is mutilated 

and deform'd, depriv'd of all its force to attra& 


and ſubdue mens hearts: for as in artificial. 


Movements, there is ſuch a dependence of one 
part upon another, that the ſubſtracting of any 
ole deſtroys the whole frame: fo in this friritnal 
Machin delign'd to raiſe our dull mortality to 
Heaven, the divine wiſdom of its maker has 
combin'd its ſeveral parts, that he who ſevers, 
ruines ; he that applies it not in its united 
ſtrength, will find no aid from its unjoynted 
ſcattered particles. S. Pas! tells us, 2 Gor. 12. 
that in the natural body, the making it all Eye, 


or Hand, the reducing the many membetsto one, | 
isdeſtruQive to its being : { if they were all one | 


member where were the body, verſe 20. ) and we 
in reaſon muſt expe the fame event will fol- 
low here. If we advance one part of our Chri- 
ftian Faith to the annihilation of the reft, "cis 


mmpoſfible that ſhould ſupply the place of the 


whole; but the more that member is ſwoln | 


above its native ſize, the more «»weil/dy, not the 


more ſtrong it grows ; and loſes that ative vigor, | 


which 


a 
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| whichis receiv'd by a ſocial communication with 
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the other parts. 

'TIS God's charge againſt the Priefts, Mal.z, 
that they have been partial in the Law, COMBI 
2:8 lifters up of faces in it; preferr'd ſome 
more agreeable parts, and diſcountenanc'd others ; 
were not oxly judges of the Law, but »»juft 
judges too. And1I fear the enditment may now 
run more generally againſt the people alſo; that 
they have been partial in the Goſpel ; culled 
and choſen out thoſe ſofter and more gentle 
dictates which ſhould leſs grate and diſturb 
them: like well the Oz/ that makes them have 
a chearful countenance, but are not ſo forward 
to deal with the Wine which ſhould ſearch and 
cleanſe their ſores. We make all our addrefles 
to the promiſes, hug and careſs them, and 1a the 
interim, let the commands ſtand by negleted. A 
avinity indeed fitly apportion'd to the devotion 
of theſe times, which loves to make an ofering 
zo Cod of that which coſts them nothing, and yields 
a preference to that way of worſbip which af- 
ſures Salvation beſt cheep, and at the eaſieſt terms; 
bur would men conſider, they would find, that 
the commands are the fupreme and moſt eminent 
part of the Evangelical Covenant, the promiſes 
come but as handmaids and attendants: an ho- 
nourable retinue to invite the more reſpeaful 
entertainment, and it ſhould be remembred chae 
of this ſort are the threatnings too ; and there- 
fore they have ſurely an equal right to our regard, 
ehucelly when many of them have the acceſſion 
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of God's Oath, to bind and ſtrengthen their per- 
formance. , And what a ſcandalous and abſurd 
partiality is this, that when the precepts come 
with this ſolemnity, the more to command out 
reverence, we ſingle out this one part of the 
Train and pay our homage unto it; lay hold on 
the Promiſes, not thoſe that ſpeak damnation to 
impenitence, but the other half of them which 
give aſſurances of favour. And like the Benja- 
mites tothe daughters of Shiloh, run away with 
them, : poſſeſs our ſelves of theſe by rape, in ſpight 
of all the incapacities we lye under ; though God 
has ſworn, that no diſobedient provoker thall en- 
ter into his reſt. 

THAT this is really the caſe of many is 
more than probablez for by what other artifice is 
it poſſible for them to reconcile their large hopes, 
with their no purifying ; their confident ex- 
petations of Heaven, with their greedy rapact- 
ous purſuits of Earth ; their ſecure dependence 
on the Bloud of their Saviour, with their remorſe- 
leſs effuſions of that of their Brethren? Did they 
conſider the inſeparable connexiox between the 
Precepts and the Promiſes, 'twere hard for them 
to be {o wicked, but impoſſible to be fo ſanguine, 
Did the #xc/eaz perſon belteve that none bur rhe 
pure in heart ſhall ſee God, if he could be ſo much 
Swine, as ſtill to chule the mire; yet ſure he could 
not expect to be rapt from thence into Heaven. 
Did the Drunkard conſider the ſentence of the 
Apoſtle excluding all ſuch from the Kingdom of 


God, x Cor. 6, 10. if he can be content fo ſadly 
to 
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to over-buy this fin; as to pay that Kingdom for 
his ſhot; yet certainly even he cannot be fot 
enough to expe the poſſeſſion of what he has (o 
ſold, or hope that from one of his drunken z7rances, 
he ſhall awake to glory. Did the Covetors extortio- 
ner obſerve that he is involv'd in the ſame ſen- 
tence, remember that ſuch Violents ſhall zake, not 
heaves, but hell, by force; if the terrors of the Lord 
could not have force enough to melt his bowels, 
to unclutch his griping hand, or diſſeize him of 
his prey : yet ſure it mult diſcourage him from 
graiping of Heaven too, from hoping todefraud 
Goadas he has done men, and ſtriking himſelf into 
an eſtate in the land of the living: andin like 
manner all other hoping ſinners if they would 
ruine, yet mult ceaſe from flittering themſelves, 
muſt chuſe damnation bare-fac'd, and not fancy 
that their poſting on inthe broad way ſhall ever 
bring them to /ife. And ſure this diſcovery of 
their eſtate, were a very good ſtep to the curing 
it: For though 'tis poſſible ſome few may be of 
ſo turady an impiety, as to chuſe their ſz with all 
its conſequents ; yet ſure all ſinners are noc of 
that ſtrong complexion, and therefore Satan is 
put to his wiles and artifices, is fain to hoodwink . 
thoſe thatare apt to ſtart ; and diſguiſes the dan» 
ger when he ſees the true appearance of ic will 
terrifie and avert. This was his o/4policy with 
our firſt parents; he dazles their eyes with the 
gloriow, but abuſive propoſal of becoming like 
Goas, that they might not diſcern how near they 
were approaching -- -_ like Devils: and 
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this under the pretence of confidence and friend- 
ſhip, diſcovering, as it were, a ſecret tothem, 
that God envied them that promotion, which his 
greater kindneſs was ſolicitous to procure for 
them. And as if the ruine of mankind, in Maſſa, 
had been too flight a Trophy for that one ſtrata- 
em, he repeats it again to the individuals, per- 
wades men that the path of obedience which God 
has chalkt out is ſtrait, and narrow, rugged and 
incumbred ; that there is a ſhorter cut, an eaſier 
paſſage to life: that they may be led into Canaar 
a nearer way, ftepinto it immediately from the 
fleſh-pots of Egypr, and ſcape the tedious weary 
March in the Wilderneſs: never ſo much as call at 
Mount Sina, or be affrighted with the Thunders 
of the Law. Ina word, they need not work out 
their Salvation, but be they never fo ſlothful they 
may inherit the Promiſes, Heb, 6, 12, this is his 
one grand Concluſioz, though he has ſeveral mead:- 
ems toinferit by : wherewith as with ſo many 
 #o0ls and Engines he furniſhes men for the filizg or 
breaking of that ſacred link between duty and 
reward; and of thele he has great variety fitted 
to the hands, and skill of thoſe that manage 
them. Iſhall not undertake to ranſack his work- 
houſe, or give an inventory of his Utenſils, but 
ſhall rather in general beſeech all thoſe, who 
have made this unhappy ſeparation, to remember 
from whoſe Forge they took their Inftruments ; 
and then conſider whether his officiouſneſs in 
ſupplying them, can argue any thing but that 
'ris his work they are about. Can any think that 
he, 
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he, whoſe eternal paſtime it will be to torment 
men, can really be ſolicitous of their eaſe ; that he 
would chuſe out for them the pleaſanteſt paths, 
were it not that he knows they lead tothe cham- 
bers of death? When Chriſt whole ſole buſineſs it 
was to ſave mens ſouls, has preſcribed us a courſe 
which ſhall afſuredly conduct us unto happineſs, 
what can it be but phrenzie to reſort to Abaddon, 
the deſtroyer, for an eaſter method, or expeR 
more gertleneſſ and compaſlion from the roaring 
Lyon than from the Lamb of God ? 

NAY indeed this 1s not only to attribute to 
him more tenderneſs, but tidelity too : to believe 
him in oppoſition to all the exprels athrmations 
oi God ; and when he whois truth it (elf has 
told us, that excepe we repent we ſhall all periſh, 
Luke 13.6. and that withont holinefS x0 man ſhall 
ſee the Lord, Heb. 12.14, to disbe.ieve this only 
upon his bare credit, who was a lyar from the 
beginning: This indeed 1s a prodigious compoſi- 
tion of blaſphemy and folly ; a ſtrange contumely 
to God, but fatal treachery to our ſe/ve»: For 
alas! Satanentertains us all this while but with 
atrick of Legerdemain, and as Fuzlers make us 
believe we have cut the #ri-g, which yer pre- 
ſently after they ſhew us whole; ſo he perſwades 
us he has thus ſever'd the Condition trom the Pro- 
miſes, when to our grief it will finally appear 
their union was #zv19/able, *Tis not all our vain 
confidence that can reverſe the immutable di- 
vine Law ; we may, 'tis true, delude our ſelves, 
keep up our ſpirits high; in a ſecure jolliry ear 
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and drink, and riſe up to play, and ſo not only loy- 
ter, but revel out our 4ay, till the night overtake 
us wherein yo man can work ; but we ſhall never be 
able to propagate the deceit, where only it could 
avail us; to perſwade God to pay the hire to 
thoſe that have been no labourers, or give the 
prizetoany who have not run to obtain it. Let 
every man therefore in a juſt tenderneſs to his 
. own Soul, ſtrictly examine his hopes, try, not 
how hzizh they towre, but how adeep they are 
founded ; whether on the ſand or on the rock 3 
the flattering deluſions of Satan, and the dreams 
of his own Phancy, or on the Promiſes of God: 
for though all pretend to build on the latter, yet 
God knows, a multitude of fooliſh Architetts 
there are, which miſtake their ground, take that 
for aſſurance that is not: And this truly is a 
thing deſerves to be ſoberly conſider'd ; they that 
moſt greedily catch at the Promiſes, do often 
embrace a c/oud inſtead of the Deity which they 
jo cagerly graſp, and thereby think to enjoy. 
But faithful obedience, and not z»ſolent hopes 
commend us unto God. The Goſpel indeed de- 
{cribes to us great and incſtimable felicities; bur 
he thatcan think this gives him Tz#/e to them, 
may as well pretend to the whole World, becauſe 
he has the Map of it in his houſe: for though it 
mentions them to all, yet it promiſes them to 
none but the obedienr. And thoſe Iſraclires 
which fled-from the ſight of Goliah, 1 Sam. 
17. 25. might as reaſonably challenge the re- 
ward propos d tothe Victor, as men can pretend 
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co enter into life without keeping the Command- 
ments : this then is the one Criterion, by which a 
man may judge of his hopes ; if they be bur pro- 
portionable to his obedience, they are then regu- 
lar, and ſuch as will not make him aſham'd, but 
prove incentives and engagements to every good 
work. Let him obey as much as he can, and 
then he need not deny himſelf the comfort of ho- 
ping as much as he can too. But if his hopes ex- 
ceed this meaſure, and ſquare themſelves only by 
his wiſhes ; if he look for Heaven, not becaule he 
is qualified for it, but becauſe he wants or covers 
it ; this is rather to dream than hope, and ſuch 
whimfies will as ſoon inveſt the beggar in wealth, 
the defam'd in honour, the ſick in health, or any 
man in any thing he has but a mind to, as compals 
Heaven for the bold Fiduciary. 

IT is indeed like thoſe Lunacies wherein mens 
fancies adopt them Heirs to thoſe Kingdoms 
they know nothing more of, than the names ; and 
{ure the Analogy holds as well in the care as the 
diſeaſe: let thele Patients a-while be kept dark, 
taken from the dazling contemplations of their 
imaginary priviledges, to the {ad refletion on 
theirſins: and as God expoſtulates with Iſrael, 
Ezck. 33. 26, Ve ſtand upon the ſwora, ye work 
abomination, and ye defile every man his neighbours 
wife, and ſhall ye poſſeſs the land? Soletthemre- 
Cite to themſelves the Catalogues of their 1mpie- 
ties, and then ask their own hearts, whether 
theſe be the qualifcations of thole that ſhall reſt 
in God's holy Hill 2 Whether theie marks of the 
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Beaſt can ever rank them among the followers of 
the Lamb? And let theſe Conſiderations be preſt 
home, reiterated fo often, till by repeated ſtrokes 
they have made good the other part of the me- 
thod, made their Souls bleed, and by that Spiri- 
tual Phlebotomy, temper'd their ſwelling veins,. 
allayed the over-ſanguinels of their conſtitution : 
and then there remains but one thing more to 
complete the courſe, and that is bringing them 
into the Work-hoaſe, (etting them really to worx 
oat their ſalvation with fear and trembling, which 
they had ſo near played away by conhdence and 
preſumption: And when they have done thus, 
they have verified their hopes, and then may lafe- 
ly reafſume them : They are return'd again with 
advantage to their firſt point, and are that in ſo- 
bern:fſand reality, which they then were only in 
fiction and imagination, 

AND now would God men would once be 
content to be thus diſabus'd ; that they would not 
beſo in love with deceit, as in the Prophets 
phraſe, Fer. 8. 5. to hold it fat : that they would 
not chule Chimera's and phantaſtick Images be- 
fore realand ſubſtantial Felicities; and preter that 
hope which will be ſure to ſhipwrack them, before 
that which will be az Anchor of the Soul, ſure and 
ftedfaſt, Reb. 6.19. and if this fo reaſonable a 
propotal may beembrac'd; if the World ſhould, 
as the Spaniard (aid, but riſe wiſe one morning, 
what a deal of dead merchandize would Satan 
have upon his hands ? Many of thoſe they call the 
comfortable Dotftrines would want vent, which 
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-are now the Staple commodity of his Kingdom. 
What thoſe are, 'tis no part of my deſign to ex- 
amine, it will be every mans particular concern to 
do it for himſelf ; which he may do by this one 
teſt; whether they more animate men to hope 
well, than to /ive well ? Whether they bring 
Alexanders (word to cut aſunder the Gordian 
knot, to ſever between the promiſe and the con- 
dition? Or the {word of the Spirit toſubdue all to 
the obedience of Chriſt ? If the former, we may ex- 
ped the fruits of ſuch will be all that licentiouſ- 
neſs which S. Pax! deſcribes, as the works of the 
fleſh, Gal. 5. 19. it being not to be imagin'd, that 
the precepts of the Golpel, which they divide from 
the promiſes only, that they might fall off, ſhall 
then be voluntarily taken up in mere good nature 
and heroick Gentrolity ; that thoſe who are ſo in- 
duſtrious to avoid the neceſlity of Chriſtian pra- 
ice, will make it their free-will-offerizg, It there 
ſhould happen to be ſome few of {o ingenuous a 
gratitude ; yet 'tis certain, that 1s not our com- 
mon mould ; few men will be better than they 
think their intereſt bids them be, and therefore 
ſuch principles are dangerous Seminaries of Li- 
bertiviſm: and 'tis mens very important concern- 
ment not to admit them. Ler nor then their 
chearful aſþe# recommend them to our embraces ; 
men may be kill'd with too much Corazal ; that 
which ſeems to refreſh the $p1ri75 may enflame 
the Bloud, and though cola poiſorvs have gottenthe 
tame of being the moſt maliznan;, yer there are 
Lot that are as infallibly mortiferow, Ler it be 
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our care in oppoſition to bath, to keep our ſelves 
in that moderate, equal temper, which belongs 
to healthy Souls : and fince that 1s the vitalleſt 
heat which is gotten by exercile, ſet to our buſt- 
neſs, employ our ſelves diligently in all thoſe du- 
ties the Golpel exacts, and then we ſhall nor 
want ſuch an hope as may warn our hearts, keep 
us in a chearful expeCtation, till we come to the 
glorious fruition of that Erernal Salvation which 
God has promiſed to all them, and only them that 
obey him. And till we do thus, till we conſider 
8s well what we are to do, as what we are to re- 
ceive; there will beno hope of reſtoring Chriſti- 
anity to its native vigour : weſhall make it evapo- 
rate all its ſtrength 1n «»ſignificant hopes, convert 
it into Air, to bear up 'our Bubbles, inſtead of 
that firm ground, whereon we ſhould build veriue 
here, and g/ory hereafter. 
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Conſideration. 
A Conſideration, may fairly be ſubjoyn'd 
the ills of that advertency, . which is im- 
pregnated by ſenſuality and ſloth, and makes pre- 
rence unto right reaſon, but tends indeed as much 
as any rhiog ro the fruſtrating the deſign, and en- 
- _ feebling 
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feebling the force of our Religion : ſuch cloſe re- 
ſerves of deceit and malice have men to their own 
Souls, that when they quir oze ſtrong hold of Sa- 
tans, 'tis only to retreat to aether, When they 
are not ſo brisk and Aerial, as lightly roskipover 
thoſe precepts that lye in their way, they are fo 
groſſand unwary as to fall at them; if they may 
not paſs for Straws and Chafte, ſuch as every 
blaſt of vain confidence may blow away ;they ſhall 
then be improved into Heaps and Mountains, be- 
come ſtones of ſtumbling and rocks of offence ; 
and when they are call'd upon to Conſider them, 
they doit in (o perverſe a manner, as if they 
meant to revenge themſelves on that unwelcome 
importunity : their conſideration is worſe than neg- 
leff. They look into them inſidiouſly, not as 
Diſciples, but as Spies ; not to weigh the oblige- 
ingneſs, but to quarrel the unrealonableneſs or 
dithculty of the injun&ions, not to dire& their 
practice, but excule their prevarications. 

FROM this unſincere kind of inſpection it 
iS, that the Precepts have got ſo formidable ap- 
pearance with many, that they have fallen under 
{uch heavy prejudices, as to reſulve them intole- 
rable yokes, inſuperable rasks : that this Canaar 
15 a Jand that eats up its inhabitants, wherein 
there is ſo little of enjoyment, that it ſcarce affords 
a being, Men count a /ife under ſuch reſtraints, 
ſo joyleſs and uneaſie, that it differs from death 
only, by being more paſſive. They think Zeal 
like a Heick beaver, in af{low, but certainly fatal 
Fire, exhauſts and conſumes the Spirirs, Morti- 
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fication and ſe/f-denial macerate and decay the 
body ;\ and Jiberzlity diſſipates and waſtts the 
eftate : And with theſe Apparitions, which them- 
ſelves have conjur'd up, men run frighted from 
duty, reſolve the burden is inſupportable, or at 
leaſt grievous to be born, and therefore as our 
Saviour ſays of the Phariſees, will not touch it, no 
not ſo much as with oxe of their fingers, eMat. 23. 
4. never make any attempt to try what indeed 
they are; buttaketheir meaſures from their own, 
or perhaps other mens prejudicate opinions, and 
thence take out an Authentick Record and Patent 
for ſloth, fancy the journey too long for them, 
and therefore ſit ſtill ; firſt call Chriſts Com- 
mandments grievors, and then improve that {lan- 
der into a m4zumiſſon; ablolve themſelves from 
obeying them. And unle(s they may have the 
Gare to life cut wider, made capacious enough to 
receive them with all their luſts about them ; 
will never effay to enter ir. 
BU T: ifthe Prence of darknefſ have enacted it 
a Law, that difficulty thall pals for excule, yet 
if res/ uneaſineſs may be admitted to be as deter- 
ring as 77242inary ones, his own decree will retort 
. the molt ruinouſly on himlelf, and men ma 
plead it as their diſcharge from all thoſe baſl 
drudgerics, thoſe tyrannous impolitions where- 
with he loads them. The Drunkard may expe- 
rimentally tell him the paiz of an aking head, of 
an overcharged ſtomach, the r#ire of a waſted 
Eitate, and claim a diſpenſation from purſuing 
that uneaſie and coſtly fin, The Wanton may 
bring 
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bring his macerated body like the Levitex Concu- 
bine, J«dg.19. and urge it as an evidence how cru- 
el a Maſter he ſerves; and from thence emanci- 
pate and free himſelf: And indeed every fin car- 
riesin it ſo much of viſible toil, or ſecret ſmart, as 
would by force of this rule ſupplant and under- 
mine it ſelf; and ſure Sara» would never have 
arm'd men with ſo dangerous a weapox, had he 
not diſcern'd them fo in love with flavery, as ſe- 
cures him it ſhould never be us'd againſt him ; for 
if it ſhould, nothing could give him a more mor- 
tal wound, more irrecoverably ſhake his King- 
dom. Nor would only that i»-fernal Region feel 
the force of that deftru#ive principle ; it would 

make as ſtrange confuſions in pu Regiments. 
FOR if luch pleas as theſe may be admitted, 
they will eaſily cancel all Hamare, as well as' D#- 
vine Laws, and every malefattor will transfer his 
guilt on the ſeverity of the Legiſlator : The Thief 
— may ſay it is too great a difficulty for him to re- 
[1ſt the temptation of an apt opporrunity; a rich 
prize, that his fingers are too {lippery even for 
himſelf, and he cannot reſtrain them, and then 
quarrel the ſtriftneſs of the Law, which has 
rais'd ſo high a fence about mens properties, that 
he who climbs it muſt endanger his zeck. The 
Rebel may complain that the bands of Allegiance 
are too ſtrait, the yoke fits too cloſe, galls and 
frets his tender fleth, exclaim loudly at the Ty- 
7anny of thole that laid iron, and in that out-cry 
drown the noile of his own Treaſon, And ſo eve- 
ry other tran{grefſor may accuſe the rule, as ac- 
Ccilary 
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ceſfary to his [wervings, till at laſt the Laws be 
made the only Crimnals. 

I LEAVE every man to judge both of the 
equity: and conſequences of ſuch diſcourlings in 
Civil matters, and ſhall only deſire he will apply 
them to Spiritual allo, where certainly they are 
neither more juſt, nor leſs ruinous: and whilſt 
ſuch abſurd pretences as theſe paſs current, no 
wonder if Chriſtianity languiſh and grow impo- 
tent, want ſtrength to imprels it ſelf on the lives 
of its profeſſors. The moſt infallible Receipt can 
work no cure on him, who upon the ſuſpicion of 
its bitterneſs, refuſes totaſteit. The moſt excel- 
tent Laws muſt loſe their regulating power, where 
the executzox of them is obſtructed ; and we may 
as reaſonably look for the efficacy of Chriſtianity 
among thoſe who never heard the 2ame,as among 
thoſe, who owning the 2ame, do yet diſclaim its 
precepts; 'and fo all thoſe interpretatively do, 
who by accuſing them of too great rigour, avert 
both themſelves and others from their Obedi- 
ENCE, 

THAT the Charge 1s ſcandalouſly unjuſt 
will appear to any, who ſhall allow themſelve; 
the juſt means of information ; bur alas! the way 
of Proceſſ men take in this affair is ſo inequitable 
as certainly preſages the partiality of the ſenzexce : 
What perſon ever was there ſo innocent, fo excel- 
lent, who if arraign'd at the Tribanalof his mor- 
tal enemy, could be acquitted ? Chrift himſelf (hall 
be pronounced a Bl/aſphemer, when a Gaiaphas is to 
ex:mine him: and no wonder if his preceprs find 
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proportionable dealing ; if they bedecricd as im- 
poſſible, tyrannical, perhaps ridiculous too, where 
the ſcanning of them 1s referred to thoſe, whole 
intereſt it 1s to defame them. Men enthrone 
their /u/ts, ſetthemup in the judement-ſeat, and 
none can expe they ſhall paſs tuch a ſextence, as 
ſhall include their own condermnarion : if they own 
the commandment to be holy, juſt and - good, they 
muſt tacitly accuſe themſelves to be impure, un- 
juſt and wickea, and as ſuch to be conlign'd to 
wrath and judgment. 

HERE then we have the true account how 
Chriſts commanas, which are in themſelves (o far 
from grievous, have gotten ſo unkind a reputation 
among us; this 1s fo direc a courſe for it, that 
we may ceaſe our wonder, though not our grief to 
ſee it3 for we behold them ſtand to the award of 
thoſe with whom they have a profeſt enmity : the 
Gaol gives ſentence on the Bench; the Bar ar- 
raigns the judgment-ſeat. Certainly when that 
Law which is Spiritzal 1s ſubmitted to the arbi- 
trement of groſs carnality, the Law of Liberty is 
taxed and rated by thoſe worſt boydmen who. are 
ſold under fin ; "tis impoſſible to find any fairer 
treatment. That which comes on purpole to de- 
throne ſin,diſpoſſels it of the Empire it has uſurpr, 
will certainly be entertain'd with the ſame exc/a- 
mation the Devils usd to Chriſt, WH by art thou come 
fo torment w & But as if this general Autipathy were 
not enough to aſcertain the reje&tion of Chriſts 
command ; as if the National teud, as I may call 
it, between Heaven and Hell were not thought 
Loy Irrecon” 
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irreconcileable enough, men offer yet - harder 
meaſure, call in the aid of perſonal quarrels, and 
when the precepts come to be conlider'd, refer 
each of them fingle to that particular Vice to 
which it has the direceſt contrarzery. 

THUS when Chriſts command of meekneſi 
«nd forgivencf, of loving enemies, and twrning the 
cheek, bearing the Croſs, or ſelf-denial calls for 


audience ; they conſult ( as Rehoboam did with: 


his young hot-{purs ) with their anger and malice, 
their rancor -and revenge, and they ſoon give 
their Veraic# ; that to be meek is to be ſervile, a 
temper fit only far the abject. That to forgive 
enemies is a principle of cowararſe that would 
emaſculate the world ; to love them: a piece of 
Spaniel like famning ; but to turn the Cheek ; 
not only to hazard, but invite new injuries by 
owning them as benefits; paying bleſſing for 
curſes, kindneſs and good-turns tor hatred, is ſuch 
a ridiculous patience, 'as mult expoſe to the inlo- 
lence of many, and the ſcorn and deriſion of all 
men. And then the reſ#/utzon is ready, they will 
be no ſuch fools for Chrilts ſake. So when the 
precept of humility and lowlineſs comes to be 
conlider'd, their Pride is deputed to hear its plea, 
and then though it bring the authority of Chritts 
example as well as his command, it will be judg'd 
invalid : Chriſt indeed took upon him the form of 4 
Servant, and tothat, humility was a proportion- 
able Aajundt : bur what 1s that to them whole a- 
fpiring humour abhors ſubje&tion, 'tis nor calcula» 
tcd for their Meriazar, they are of another man- 
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ner of Spirit, 'gnd would not have it embaſed by 
the admiſſion of ſo mean a quality : and though 
Chriſt hath put poverty of Spirit among his Beati- 
tudes, they reſolve he ſhall not eninare them 
with that artifice ; they will not take his meaſures 
of felicity, or reſign that pleaſure they have in 
valuing themſelves, for any thing he propoſes in 
exchange. Inlike manner the precepts of tem- 
perance, ſobriety and chaſtity, are not permit- 
ted to the Judgment of ſober reſo, nay, nor of 
mere natural deſire ; but to. apperites vitiated and 
inflam'd by radicated habits ; and then the Glar- 
ton thinks, to eat moderately, is to be ftarv'd ; 
and will as ſoon put « knife, Prov. 23. to his throat, 
in the vulgar ſence of cutting it, as in Solomons 
notion of reſtraining his exceſs. Thus the Drur- 
kard with his falſe thirſts looks on ſobriety as a 
kind of Hell, where he ſhall want 4 drop to cool 
his tongue, and thinks the abandoning” his de- 
baucht jollities is an implicite adicu to all the 
comforts of life. The #:clean perſon when his 
bloud is. high, ſcoffs at Chaſtity .as a religious 
kind of impotence, and only ſo far conſiders the 
precept of pulling out the Eye, as to infer that it-were 
as calle literally to part with it, as to reſtrain its 
luſtful range ; not look at all, as nor look to luſt, 
And proportionably it fares with Charity and 
bounty, which though our S2v/4ur recommend, 
on arraigns of robbery, and ſtigmarizes as 

2 Thief that picks the Purle, and rifles Coffers. 
But amidft all theſe, zhe raking up the Croft, ſuffer- 
mg for righteouſneſs ſake, and the dottrine of ſelf- 
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z1al, fall under the heavieſt prejudice. Theſe 
are oppos'd not by ſome one ſingle vice, but the 
confederate arms ofall ; even thoſe, whoſe inte- 
reſts are flatly oppoſite, do here unite: Herod 
and Pilate, Sadducees and Phariſees accord againſt 
Chriſt, and all are freely ſuffer'd, nay invited to 
exhibit their complaints againſt theſe Mandates. 
Covetouſneſs cries out that this ts the moſt ruinous 
prodigality, caſts away an eſtate in a lump, and 
lays all open to forfeiture and conhication : and 
Prodigality takes it as ill to be foreſtall'd, and 
have nothing left for it todiſhipate. Prophaneneſ 
avows a contempt of itas a folly, and moſt open 
madneſs to part with 72a! plealure for an empty 
name, or profit for that Bankrupt thing calld 
Conſcience : and Hypocrifie has a more ſecret ha- 
tred of it, as its detector ; that which will bring 
it ro a Teſt which it cannot paſs. Malice puts in 
a Caveat, that this is to gratifie enemies, and 
loſe the ſarisfactions of revenge : and Se/f-Love 
puts 1n another, that it 1s to deſtroy ones ſelf. 
In ſhort, every /imb of the body of lin diſcharges 
a blow at this innocent and Divine Sanction ; as 
if they meant it ſhould exemplihe irs own do- 
&rine by alluming that paſſive temper it recom- 
mends. 

BUT alas, whocanexpe& any more «pright 
verdicts from ſuch packe, ſuch corrupt Juries, and 
why may not Chriſt be permitted toclaim the 
common bereft of our Laws, to make his chal- 
lenge and exceptions againſt this ſo incompetent 


zmpanel? 'Tisthecounſel of the Wiſe man, not 
to 
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toadviſe in common affairs with thoſe whoſe 
tempers may be ſupposd to biaſs them, Conſult 
not, fays he, with a coward in matters of War, nor 
with a ſluggard of much buſineſs, Ecclu, 37.11. and 
fure if they beill Counſellors, they muſt be worſe 
F#ages: but why then do we ſet pride to judge of 
humility, luſt of purity, covetouſnels of libera- 
lity ; and make our vices the arbitrators of thoſe 
Laws which ſhould reſtrain them? This is ſuch 
a grols injuſtice as common humanity abhors ; we 
deal-by other meaſures with men, the moſt noto- 
rious and flagitious criminals, and reſerve this 
way of procels for thoſe things only wherein our 
God may be concern'd. *Tis a ſevere exprobtati- 
on of a prophane people, Malath.1. 8. where God 
accuſes them for treating //m with leſs reycrence 
than :they would do a mortal Prince. Offer it 
now zothy Prince : but alas! we ſhall force him 
todeſcend far lower in his expoſtulation, ſo far 
we are from paying him the 4»ty and regard be- 
longing to a Prince, that we yield him not the 
rights of commoy men ; force him to ſtand to thoſe 
meaſures which we think too inequitable to 
preſs upon a murderer, a thicf, or rebel at the 
Bar. : 
" BUT this waving of common rules is a plain 
confeſſion that we need more indulgence, than 
thoſe will allow : When mens /s/s thus uſurp 
the Tribunal, and judge in their own cauſe, 'tis a 
palpable diſcovery s dare not remit them- 
ſelves toany more equal determination. And in- 
deed in this point of their intereit, they pals a 
F rights 
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right judgment : for 'tis certain were the caſe re- 
ferr'd to any competent Judge, indeed to 4»y bug 
themſelves, they would inevitably be caft ; and 
ſure 'tis high time that ſome ſhould aſlift oppreſ 
vertne 1n 1s appeal; find it out ſome Court of 
equity where its plea may be heard : and we need 
not travel far for that purpoſe, every man may 
do it in hisown bresſ#, where in his little Com- 
mon-wealth he fhall find a Court of Gods erecting : 
let him but draw the Cauſe thither, diſcuſs the 
matter in his own canſcience; and he will ſaon 
find the former unrighteous ſentences revers'd : 
let him but ſeriouſly refle& on his violations of 
thoſe ſacred Precepts of Chrift ; and obſerve 
what a ſting and (ecret remorſe every ſuch breach 
leaves within him: and that will be a competent 
atteſtation of rhe equity and obligingnels of thoſe 


Mandates: for from whence elle can the regrer 


ariſe? Thoſe things that are either impoſſible in 
their nature, or unconcerning to us cannat. beget 
it. No man accuſes himſelf tor not flying in the 
air, or walking upon the water; nor owns him- 
ſelf gxi/ty in the non-obſervance of any Laws, but 
ſuch as have pewey to oblige him : agd therefore 
theſe cloſs pangs and checks of Conſcierce arean 
irrcfragable evidence, that men do /»wardl affent 
to the juſtice and authority of thoſe divine ales, 
which their a#:ons, yea often their words too, do: 
moſt oppuga. 

BUT over and above the throes and after- 
pains of conſcience, when fin is brought forth, the 
ſelf-acculation of the Criminal, when none be- 
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fide controuls, nay many flatter and commend ; 
I fay beyond this ſecondary and reflext /pologie 
for Chriſts Law owed to the foregoing prevari- 
cation of it ; there is an carly and immediate ver- 
dict paſt in its behalf, in the eſteem and liking 
which thoſe documents command, where e're 
they paſs: creating an affent and veneration not 
only when obey'd, but from profeſt deſpiſers ; 
who cannot chuſe but think well of that vertue 
they deſert, and the neceflity of their affairs com- 
pel them to ſpeak ill of, An event »i/ib/e in the 
condemnation of our Saviour, where the Fadge 
who gave ſentence againſt him, at the ſame mo- 
ment wefbt his hands, and openly profeſt, he found 
po faulFin him. 

AND indeed this very refletion on the 4=* 
thor of thele precepts, it well conlider'd, would 
ſuperſede all other arguments. The eMandares 
of the Goſpel on this one ſcore, that they are 
Chriſts, are certainly both pare in themlclves, 
and prefſible tous: and lo moſt worthy not only 
of all obedience, but all ve too. He who 1s 
our Lord upon both the titles of Creation and Re- 
demption, may certainly with all juſtice impoſe 
what laws he pleaſes on us. Yet he, who laid 
dowr his life tor the redemption of the tranf- 
greffions which were under the firſt Teſtament, 
cannot be imagin'd ſo inconkiderate of our frail- 
i which himſelf had ſmarted for, as to intro- 

uce another of equal rigour, or be ſo prodigal of 
his bloud, as to pour it out for thoſe who by a 
new ſer of impoſſible commands ſhould infalli- 
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bly reforfeit themſelves again: and if this cannot 
be ſuppos'd, the contrary may be concluded, that 
he hath ſo far condeſcended to our imbecillity, 
as not to preſcribe us any thing which he either 
finds or makes us not able to perform. Tis true 
indeed, his Laws are above the reach of our cor- 
rupt and debaled nature 5 and they were unfit to 
be his, were they not ſo : but when he by his 
grace offers to elevate and refine this nature, 
bring it up to the pitch and purity of thoſe Laws, 
this 1s a far greater mercy than if he had deſcend- 
cd to our corruption ; fo he might have contami- 
nated himſelf, given laws unworthy of him: But 
alas! what advantage would it be to us, to have 
the Blaſphemy mention'd, Pſal. 50. ſo Frrificd, 
to have our God in this ſence, ſuch 4 one as our 
ſelves ? But by this other Method he purihies, and 
exaltsus ; puts us ina capacity of being /ike unto 
him, 1n which is ſumm'd up at once, all both vr- 
tae and felicity. 

AND on thus glorious ex, every particular 
command of his has a dire& aſpe&, every one of 
them tending to 7e-impreſſ on us ſome part of 
that divine /2zage which was raz'd out by the fir/t 
fin: andthis, one would think enough to recom- 
mend them toour higheſt value. Certainly, if 
Conſcience may be Fudge, it will beſo: there be- 
Ing inthis caſe no middle between devout reve: 
rence, and horrid blaſphemy ; for he that de- 
ſpiſes ſuch an aſ/imilation, muſt neceſſarily alſo 
deſpiſe him who is fo reſembled: he who thinks 
meeknels, purity, humility, &+c, #namiable quar 
litzes, 
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kties, can have little eſteem for him, in whom 
they are tranſcendently eminent, but will take the 
Prophet at his word, and ſay, There is no forme noy 
comelinefs in him, Eſ. 53. But this ſure can ne- 
ver be the Verdi of Conſcience ; he that can 
thus prozounce, mult be ſuppos'd to have ſuppreſt 
and filenc'd that. It being one of the moſt inde- 
lible 20t4ons there, "that al that i in God, is ſub- 
limely excellent. But becaule 'tis indecd too poſ- 
ſible that Conſcience may be put under ſuch an 
undue reſtraint, ſuffer the violence of a Priſozer, 
when it ſhould ſuſtain the place of a Fudge: be- 
cauſe many men dare not permit their conſciences 
to ſpeak, leſt they ſhould ſay more than they are 
willing to hear. . And laſtly, ſince theſe perſons 
make their appeal to reaſon, pretend the aids, 
and boaſt in the advantages of rhat, it may nor 
be amiſs to bring the Caſe unto that Ber, whoſe 
Empire and Authority none mult diſclaim that own 
the Sry/e, and leaſt of all thoſe Scepricks in Religi- 
on with whom we have to do; who will allow 
of no conviction but from it. | 
AND God, who, as the Apoltle ſays, . leaves 
not himſelf without witneſs, has {o temper'd and 
diſpos'd his Precepts as to qualifie them to pals 
even this Teſt allo, they being not the contraat- 
&ions but improvements of natural Reaſon: and 
ſo moſt apt to recommend them(-lves to all that 
is Max, not Brute about us. Indeed they have 
the very fame aim and deſign with that. It has 
ever been the grand bulineis of ſober reaſon firſt 
to diſcover, and then to attain that oxe ſupreme 
F 3 | 2ood, 
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good, which would give reſt and felicity tothe 
foul: in this inquiſition have the Philoſophers and 
greateſt Maſters of Reaſon, laid out their moſt 
{erious ſtudies and deepeſt contemplations ; and 
in their indefatigable purſuits ſeem joyntly to ſigh 
out David's queſtion, Who will ſhew us any gooa? 
And now the Goſpel! comes a ſolution of this fo 
important a Query, #rizgs theſe glad tidings of 
joy toall people, and that not only in its credenda, 
by informing us what that good is; but in its 
agenda too, by tracing us out the way to it ; 
beating us a path which will certajaly lead us to 
that ſummum bonum which our very nature im- 
plicitly gaſps after : and ſure reaſon can never 
jar with +h#, which comes thus as a happy Auxi- 
liary to faccour its impotence: as an infalhble 
gnidetocondutt its ſteps: and as a glgrious ht 
togive ita clear view of what it before badly 
groped after. *'Tis a certain Indication of #-aa- 
4 to tear and miſchief thoſe things that would 
be uſefulto us, to curſe and revile a friend, or 
fly in the face of thoſe whoſe charity brings 
them toouraid ; and therefore 'tis moſt evident 
that ryeaſo» muſt firſt ceaſe to be reaſon, and 
commence phrenzy, before 'tis poſſible it can ſet 
It ſelf in defiance of thoſe Laws of Chriſt, which 
_ thus accommodated to its greateſt Jate- 
reſts. 

AND as the accord is thus obſervable in the 
ultimate, 10 is it in the intermediate deſign alſo. 
Reaſon had by its twilight diſcern'd, that that So- 
veraign 61iff it aim'd at, would neyer be hit by 
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an unſteady hand ; by him who was perpetually 
toſſed and agitated by his turbulent inordinate 
appetites. Therefore young men, yet in the 
heat and ferment of their bloud, were ſolemnly 
proferib'd and baniſht from the Schools and Le- 
tures of Philoſophy; therefore luſtrations and 
Catharticks of the mind were fought for, and all 
endeavour us'd tocalm and regulate the fary, if 
not extirpate (which ſome contended for ) the ves 
ry being of the Paffions: that fo a preparation 
might be made, firft for the knowledge, and then 
the attatnment of felticity : Now the Goeſpel-pre- 
cepts have viſibly the fame ed and purpoſe: eve- 
ry one of them expreſly ſingling out ſome irre- 
gular affetion to combate and ſubdue: fo that 
right reaſon and they are evidently of a Sec and 
Party, inſomuch that ſeveral of the ancienteſt 
Fathers of the Church attributed the excellent 
documents of Heathen Philoſophers to the Divine 
aoyG., the reaſon and effential Word of God which 
after was #zcarnate upon earth ; and brought 
auxiliary ſtrengths of grace, to aid the weakneſſes 
of nature, The bleſſed Feſiw whoſe bare word 
checkt the Sea inits higheſt fury, and by that Mi- 
racle atteſted his Divinity ; as much exerts hin- 
felf in ſilencing the louder Tempeſits, and calming 
the inteſtine ſtorms within our breaſts. And cer- 
tainly reaſoz will not quarrel to have been thus re- 
hev'd, it being the property only of proud folly ro 
chuſe rather to /oſe a yictory, than owe it to the aid 
of an Allie. 
FROM this general view, it were eaſie to 
F 4 deſcend 
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deſcend toobſerve the exact concurrence of parti- 
culars. God loves 4 reaſonable ſervice, and hag 
ſo temper'd his commands, that every A of 
obedience we perform may be ſo qualited, and 
gain unto its votaries the Elginm promis'd in 
the Law of Moſes, Deut. 4. 9. Surely this people 
is 4 wiſe and underſtanding People. And firſt that 
the command of Meekzefs is a moſt rational Pre- 
cept,can never be doubted by any,who remember 
but the common definition of Anger, that it is 
Faror brevis, and ſure 'tis very reaſonable not to 
be mad ; and he that has oblerv'd the unmanly 
tran{portations of that wild paſſion, how that 
the firſt violence it offers 1s tothe man within 
him, will certainly think it the intereſt, not only 
of his Relzgion, but common prudence, and right 
Reaſoz toſupprels it. And the like is to be {aid 
of the more ſolema Phrenzy of deep malice and 
deliberate Revenge, where the fury wants the 
allay of being tranſient and ſhort-livd, is em- 
bodied into Complexion and temper, and grows 
inveterateinto Nature, Arger indeed is a fire, 
and he that touches it though but lightly, will 
tind it ſcorch him : but the Maliciozs lays himiclf 
as jt were ta roaſt at it ; prolongs and ſpins out 
his awn Torment, as if he meant to anticipate his 
puniſhment in his very crime, and cammence his 
Hell here, in unquenchable fire, Truly no ſiz does 
more reprelent that ſtate of horror to which ir 
tends ; it gives 4 man nat only a certain zitle, 
but an ample earzeſt, pays him” part in hand of 
thale dilmal wages, This was to well under- 
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ſtood even by the Heathens, that we ſee the Poets 
knew not-how more emphatically to deſcribe the 
furure torment of an envious and malicious per- 
ſon, than by the repreſentation of his fir. Pro- 
methews's Vultur begins her quarry in this life ; 
every malignant thought, every ſpightful wiſh 
preys upon his heart that harbours it : every re- 
vengeful project puts him in the pangs of labour 
till it be brought forth ; and when it is,it common- 
ly rebounds .lo miſchievouſly upon the Parent; 
that.the birth leems like that of Agrippina, when 
ſhe bare Nero that murder'd her. And ſurely not 
only reaſon, but common ſexſe will ſay this is a 
ſtate to be deteſted, and conſequently muſt give 
its ſuffrage to thoſe Laws of Meeknets and Cha- 
rity, whichare the only expedients tq prevent it. 
Peace 15 delervedly reckon'd among the hizhe(t 
bleſſings of Communities, and ſure it has a pro- 
portionable value,in every ſingle member of thole 
greater bodies, it being that which is indiſpenſt- 
bly requilite to the enjoying of any other good. 
A War we know interrupts at once all the profits 
and p/eaſures of a Nation: and this hoſtile rem- 
per in a mans mind does the very ſame, and like 
Choler in the ſtomach, takes off all guſt of the 
molt delightful things, and ſo becomes a Hel in 
the pzna damrni, as well as that of Seyſe : and then 
how abſurd an impatience is it, for men to think 
every the {lighteſt injury from another inſup- 
portable, and yet heap iuch heavy preſſures up* 
on themſelves: like froward Children roar out 
for the leaſt touch from anther hand, yet 
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deſcend toobſerve the exact concurrence of parti- 
culars. God loves 4 reaſonable ſervice, and has 
ſo temper'd his commands, that every Ac of 
obedience we perform may be ſo qualified, and 
gain unto its votaries the El/oginm promis'd in 
the Law of Moſes, Deut. 4. 9. Surely this people 
is a wiſe and underſtanding People. And firſt that 
the command of Meeknefs is a moſt rational Pre- 
cept,can never be doubted by any,who remember 
but the common definition of Anger, that it is 
Faror brevis, and lure 'tis very reaſonable not to 
be mad; and he that has oblſerv'd the unmanly 
tranſportations of that wild paſſion, how that 
the firſt violence it offers is tothe man within 
him, will certainly think it the intereſt, not only 
of his Religion, but common prudence, and right 
Reaſoz toluppreſs it. And the like is to be aid 
of the more ſolema Phrenzy of deep malice and 
deliberate Revenge, where the fury wants the 
allay of being tranſient and ſhort-livd, is em- 
bodied into Complexion and temper, and grow's 
inveterate into Nature, Anger indeed is a fire, 
and he that touches it though but lightly, will 
tind'it ſcorch him : but the Maliciows lays himſelf 
as jt were ta roaſt at it ; prolongs and ſpins out 
his awn Torment, as if he meant ro anticipate his 
puniſhment in his very crime, and cammence his 
Hell here, in unquenchable fire, Truly no ſin does 
more repreſent that ſtate of horror to which it 
tends ; 1t gives 4 man nat only a certain zit/e, 
but an ample earzeſt, pays him” part in hand of 
thale dilmal wages, This was lo well under- 
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ſtood even by the Heathens, that we ſee the Poets 
knew not.-how more emphatically to deſcribe the 
furure torment of an envious and malicious per- 
ſon, than by the repreſentation of his fin. Pro- 
methews's Vultur begins her quarry in this life ; 
every malignant thought, every ſpightful wiſh 
preys upon his heart that harbours it : every re- 
vengeful project puts him in the pangs of labour 
till it be brought forth ; and when it is,it common- 
ly rebounds .1o milchievouſly upon the Parent; 
that.the birth ſeems like that of Agrippina, when 
ſhe bare Nero that murder'd her. And ſurely not 
only reaſon, but common ſexſe will ſay this is a 
ſtate to be deteſted, and conſequently muſt give 
its ſuffrage tothoſe Laws of Meeknels and Cha- 
rity, which are the only expedients tq prevent it. 
Peace 15 delervedly reckon'd among the higheſt 
bleſſings of Communities, and ſure it has a pro- 
portionable value,in every ſingle member of thole 
greater bodies, it being that which is indiſpenſ1- 
bly requiſite to the enjoying of any other good. 
A War we know interrupts at once all the profits 
and pleaſures of a Nation : and this hoſtile tem- 
per ina mans mind does the very ſame, and like 
Choler in the ſtomach, takes off all guſt of the 
moſt delightful things, and ſo becomes a Hell in 
the pzna damn, as well as that of Sexſe : and then 
how abſurd an impatience is it, for men to think 
every the {lighteſt injury from another inſup- 
portable, and yet heap ſuch heavy preſſures up* 
on themſelves: like froward Chi/dren roar out 
for the leaſt touch from anther hand, yet 

knock 
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knock and batter themſelves without complaint : 
as if their only contention were,that they may be 
the ſole 4sthors of their own calamity. And 
that which adds yet more, if it be poſſible to add 
to fo vaſt a folly, is, that revenge never repairs 
any Injury: If I have been reproacht or defanr'd, 
*T1is not the wounding of my enemies. body that 
will heal my fame; I may by that means help to 
fpread the Libel by inviting many to enquire 
the cauſe of our quarrel : but that isno Medium 
to prove him a ſlanderer, the world being too 
well acquainted with the nature of revenge to 
imagine it an argument of his innocency that 
acts it : ſo far itis from being ſuch, that it gives 
3 moſt violent preſumption of guilt, according 
to that notable obſervation of the Hiſtorian, Con- 
witia ſpreta exoleſcunt, ſi iraſcare agnita videntur, 
In like manner ſuppoſe me hurt in my body, 7e- 
zaliation brings no balm to my fores : my pains 
abate not by his having the like or greater ; nor 
would my Wounds feſter the lefs though his 
ſhould gengrene. Soif I am indammag' in my 
goods, I may contrive to repay him that ill turn, 
and yet not recover my own loſs; and generally 
the (pightful ſpoils that are made, are of that na- 
ture. *Tis true, the Law may in ſome caſes re- 
pair the injur'd perſon ; but then that is owing to 
the Juftice of the Law, not to the malice of the 
Plaintiff : for he that ſues upon the naked intui- 
tion of recovering his right, without any aſpect 
of revenge on the inyader, has as fully the benefit 
of the Law ( and indeed none can innocently have 
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it otherwiſe ) and then to what ſerves the vindi- 
cative humour, what increment or adyantage can 
the ſuperaddition of his revenge bring him in? 
*'Tis ſure in all theſe inftances it often does the 
quite contrary ; pluoges him in farther troubles 
and dangers, and when all this is confider'd, we 
may certainly pronounce Chriſts precept of 
Meeknels partakes as well of the Serpent as the 
Dove, 1s as well prudent as innocent : nor 1s this 
Concluſion at all ſhaken by that O&jedioz which 
men make from the danger of inviting more in- 
juries and affronts by this tameneſs: for firſt ſup- 
poſe there were truth in itz that hazard could 
not balance the many certain miſchiefs which 
have been evinc'd inleparably to follow the con- 
trary temper: and it were certainly leſs penal to 
endure multitudes of light and tranſient Abaſes, 
than thoſe far more unealie ways of redreſs, which 
mens revenges ſuggeſt ro them: and then 'twill 
be perfectly reaſonable, of theſe two evils to chuſe 
the lefS. As for the greater and more important 
violations, there are legal ways which may prove 
4 redreſs in ſome caſes, or prevention in others: 
He that is ſlandered or impoveriſhed, may take a 
courſe to clear his Innocence, or recover his goods : 
he that is hurt or maim'd, though he is uncapable 
of reparations, yet the law provides for his fu- 
ture ſecurity, by awarding ſuch penalties, as may 
| diſcourage the  armge from repeating the wo- 
| Jexce: Andtotheſcaids, a man may reſort with 
theſe Proviſo's, firſt, that he abſtra& from all de- 
| fgnofreverge; and ſecondly, that the matter p 
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of weight; and certainly he that by theſe legal 
means cannot be ſecur'd, can be much leſs fo by 
any private attempt of his own: For he that de- 
ſpileth the coercive power of Laws, will much 
more contemn the enmity of a ſingle perſon. The 
only difficulty in this cale is, when a State is in 
{ſuch a confuſion that there is no lawful Judicature 
to appeal to; but that implies ſo many ſadder 
miſeries, than the want of ſuch a redreſs amounts 
to, that every man may patiently enough caſt 
this into the heap of greater evils; and not con- 
ſider that one prefſure, when ſo much weighti- 
er calamity exaGs his grief: But ſure the ſuſþenſt- 
on of Law 1n this particular does no more qualzifie 
a private perſon to be his own Revexger, than it 
inveſts him in any other part of Authority; and 
he may with as good right place himſelf on the 

ench, arid become a Fwuaze in other mens cauſes, 
as thus become both Fudge and Execationer in his 
Own, 

BUT inthe /aft place, the ground of this ob- 
jection ſeems weak and (andy ; tor that meekneſs 
is not the way toexpole a man, generally ſpeak- 
ing, to more ſuffering: tis poſſible indeed 
through the barbarity of ſome few inſulting «- 
wards, who love to vapour good cheap, that they 
may trample on thoſe who give leaſt reſiſtance; 
but this 15 not the common bent of hamaze Na- 
ture, ( which ought to be the meaſure in this 
caſe ) we find men uſually exaſperated by oppoſi- 
tion, whoare calmd and appeasd by geztleneſs. 
Anger is not of the nature of that monſirous Fire 

the 
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the Hiſtoria tells us of, which nothing but blows 
could extinguiſh. Ir is the obſervation of the wi- 
ſeſt of Men, that a ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath, 
and mens paſſions are like bullets which batter 
the walls which ſtand inflexible, but fall harm- 
lefly into Wool or Feathers ; and I doubt not 
common experience will atteſt it, that none do 
generally fall under fewer of theſe ſtorms, than 
they, whoare thus prepar'd to bear them. Let 
a meek and an angry perſon caſt up their Ac- 
counts together, and compare the number of at- 
fronts and contumelies they have met with, andI 
believe the.oads will be as great, as between Sawuls 
thouſands and Davids ten thouſands. 'Ti1s cer- 
tain that the return made tothe firſt injury pro- 
vokes a new one; men .being ſo partial to chem- 
ſelves, that he who receives a harm by way of 
retaliation, never reflets on his own tir{t guilt, 
but looks on it as a naked 57jury, and (Oo purſues 
his Revenge, which has again the ſame effect on 
the other, and ſo this wildfire runs round, till it 
haveſetall ina flame; made the ſaddeſt vaſtati- 
ons, not only in mens mids, but their outward 
concernments too, in the many fatal outrages, 
which theſe eager contentions occaſion, all which 
would be avoided by a meek diſregard of the fir{t 
provocation: So that although ſome injuries may 
fall upon the Paſſive man, yet infallibly there 
would be no broils and quarrels, which are alone 
the great accumulators and multipliers of inju- 
ries; which. alone demonſtrates how unjuſtly 
weekneſs 15 charg'd with ſo much as an accidental 
product 


_ 


prod uQion of them ; and vindicates that precepe of 
Chrift which has fallen under ſo much, not onl 
cavil bur fcorn ; it appearing, that to abſtain from 
revenge, and refer the hazards of that to Gods 
providence ( which is the importance of his com- 
mand to twrn the cheek ) is the greateſt even moral 
ſecurity againſt violexce, and {o approves our Law- 
giver ( in this ſo decried particular ) to be as well 
the wortder ful Counſeller, as the Prince of Peace. 

I 'N the next place, if we weigh the precep? of 
humility and lowlineſs ia the ba/arce' of ſober dif- 
eourle, weſhall certainly find it hold a juſt weight. 
Indeed przde is nothing but deceir, a mere cheat 
and deluſion, and {o every man candiſcern it in 
another, we there are able to trace the windings 
of this Serpext, and ſay ths man thinks himſelf 
more wile, this more learned, a third more holy 
than heis: yetalas! in our own breaſts we dil- 
ern not the Abuſe, ſuffer him to perfwade « whas 
he but promis'd to our firſt Parents, that we are as 
Gods, {omething lo ſuper-excellent, that all muſt 
reverence and adore: And herein we take him 
at his word, never ſuſpe& theſe glorious Atrri- 
butions may be no more than complement or Flat- 
tery; or what is no lels obvious, deriſion and 
ſcorn. Toaconlidering man 'twould bea ſhrewd 
preſumption againſt whatever pride ſuggeſts, that 
tis attended always by ſe/f-love, which is, as ir 
were, the common Setter toall thoſe chears which 


_ . circumvent and fool us: But there want nor alfo 


more convincing proofs of its deceit and unfinceri- 
ty. Whene're we overween and believe well of 
our 
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our (elves, it is in contemplation of fore image- 
wary or elle rea/good ; ſomewhat a Man has not, 
clwdac that he has: If we do ir upon the 
former account, that is undeniably a groſs delnfe- 
on ; a kind of deceptio wiſe, a filling the Eye with 
hantaſtick 4erial Images, which have no ſol; 
ing : And God knows, ſuch Phaſmes, ſuch Ap- 
paritions are molt of thoſe excellencies which mea 
applaud in themſelves ; things conjur'd up by the 
eMazick of a ſtrong imagination, and are only 
ſeen within that Czrcle in which the Enchanter 
ſtands: And though Satan be the grandeMeaſter 
of this black Art, yet his Pupils are now grown 1a 
dexterous, that he ſeldom necds to be call'd ia ; 
our own partialities and fondnefles to our {elves, 
are abundantly ſufficient for the purpoſe. Butif 
in the ſecozd place we ſuppole the things to be 7e- 
ally exiſtent in us, yet pride runs us upon an orher 
error no leſs dangerous than the former, for it be- 
trays usto miſtake the true owzer of them, em- 
boldens us to fer our own mark upon thole ric/ 
Wares, in whoſe acqueſt we have not been fo 
much as Fa#ors ; God is the one great Author 
and Proprietor of all that is or can be valuable in 
us; to his Providence or his Grace we owe all the 
accompliſhment of our outward or inward man, 
and though he allows us the «ſc and benehx of 
them, yer the glory is a ſpecial royalty which 
( as the Gold or Silver Mines of a Nation } 1s re- 
ſerved to his Crowz, an incommunicable picce of 
his Rega/ity. And how wofully does our pride 
befool us, whea it brings us in tuch falle I»werre- 
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ries of our goods, makes us dream our ſelves rich 
by anothers wealth ; like chi/aren that call every 
thing theirs which looks ſplendidly, or the mad Athe- 
ian celebrated by Horace for his happy phrenzic, 
that reſolv'd all the Ships and Wares his own that 
came intothe Cities harbour : But how more ſadly 
does it betray us, when it thus puts us upon the 
invaſion of his propriety, who is not, as the impo- 
tent Monarchs of the Earth, unable to aſſert his 
own ri2hts, but can certainly vindicate himſlelfto 
our confuſron; againſt whom no rebellion can be 
any longer proſperous than he willingly permits 
it, and who has ſolemnly avowed he will or give 
his glory to another : And when our pride makes 

us thus both ridiculous and miſerable, whea it 

ſeduces us not only into the folly of childrex and 

extravagancies of Luxaticks, but at once into the 

ouilt of bold, and puniſhment of improſperous 

rebels: Certainly reaſon can never become its 

Aawocate, or put in any demur to that ſentence 

which excludes fo treacherous a zeſt out of mens 

hearts ; which is the ſole aim of thoſe /aws of hu- 

mility which Chriſt has given us. 

1 NOR will the Precepts of temperance and 

purity find any worſe doom at this Bar, the con- 

trary vices being ſuch indignities and contumelics 

unto humane nature, as can never find any conn-' 
zexance from this Supreme part of it : 'Tis the 

prerogativeof our Reaſon, that it diſcriminates 

us from, and elevates us above beaſts : nor can it 

ever be brought to reſign this ſo glorious a privi- 


ledge, aſſent tothe admiſſion of thoſe brutith ap- 
petites 
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petites which would over-run the Sos, level its 
ſuperior with its znferior faculties ; confound the 
diſtinction of ratzonal and ſenſirive, and in a 
word, render the Beaſt fo ravenous as to eat up 
the May. Yet thw it is in thoſe ſordid Sins of 
intemperance and uxcleannef}, unlels perhaps they 
are ſo much worſe than bejtia/ that I wrong the 
generality of the Brutes in the compariſon, it be- 
10g only ſome few of them, the very beaſts of the 
Beaſts that are guilty of any ſuch exceſſes; for 
generally their apperztes do not tranſgre(s the 7c- 
gular ends of nature, they know no ſuch diſcale 
as ſurfeiting, but eat to ſatistie hunger, and 
couple at ſuch ſeaſons as beſt rend to preſerve 
their kind ; and then 'tis to be conſider d, how 
baſe, how degenerons a deicent it is for us to 
ſtoop, not only below our wx nature, but theirs ; 
what a ſo/itude thele vices reduce us to, that not 
ſo much as the nobler fort of beafts will bear us 
compauy ; we mult wander upon the mountains to 
court a Goat, we mult rake the wire to find a 
Swize, before we can furniſh our ſclves with any 
aſſociates : And ſure all this is ſo open an hoftiliry 
againſt Reaſon, that it can by no means be her 
intereſt toabet it. Ask her whether ſhe would be 
preft to death with loads of meat, whether ſhe 
would be drows'd in flouwds of drink, whether ſhe 
would be ſuffocated with the noiſom vapours of pu- 
trefattion and rottennels, and the a»ſwer ſhe gives 
to thele tells you her ſence of G/utrony, Draunken-. 
neſs and Uncleannefſ: Alas! the ſuffers from them 
the moſt barbarous outrages. is invaded not only 
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in her authority, but her very Being, and theretore 
even upon the ſo celebrated principle of ſelf-pre- 
ſcrvation, muſt muſter all her forces to vindicate 
the injury and defend herſelf. And then certainly 
Chriſts commands of ſobricty and purity muſt needs 
be _—_— with all alacrity and gladnefs, as an 
acceſlion of ftirexgth to her party, an ata to afliſt 
her inthat juſt and neceſſary War. 

AND as zeaſoz thus pronounces againſt the 
ſins of the fleſh, ſoin the next place does it cer- 
tainly againſt thoſe of the world, eMammon 
himſelf will not be able to bribe this Fudge, but 
when Chriſts precept of Charity and liberality 
comes before this #ribunal, it will infaliibly be 
not only acquitted but magnified and applauded, 
be call'd from the Bar to the Bexch, Commiſſion- 
ed like the Jews, Heſt. g. To bear rule over them 
that hated them; to diflipate at once the wealth 
and the covetoulnels of the worldling; have the 
keys put into its hand; that it may have free ac- 
cels to his Coffers; this certainly muſt be the 
event of this trial, for 'tis confeſſedly the part of 
reaſon to aiſpoſe every thing to thoſe »ſes which 
are moſt proper and advantageow, ſuch as may 
bring in moſt real benefit to the owner. Now 
what other employment of wealth is there ( after 
competent accommodations are provided } which 
can contribute to a mans felicity? If it be laid 
out like the r/ch mans in the Goſpel #» delicions 
fare, or Purple and fine Linnen ; certainly it 
makes no leaſt approach towards it. Firſt, for 
exceſſive Fare, if a man be yot exceſſive too in the 

eating, 
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eating, what does he exjoy of it ? Meat has no na- 
tural propriety to the eye, and can make no im- 
preffions of pleaſure there ; but if he be voracious 
and intemperate, 'tis then fo far from making 
him happy, that it dejects him into the for lor con 
aition, even now mentioned, ſets him at odds 
with his reaſon, his very 924a-hood, nay, I may 
add with his very ſexſe too ; the diſplacencies that 
he receives by the conſequences of his excels, far 
out-weighing all that is grateful in ir. This is 
well deſcrib'd by the Wiſe man, Ecclus, 31. 19. 

AS for the gayety of Apparel, that can never in 


_ ſober judging be thought any advaztage ; *tis that | 


which only youth and folly puts a value upon, and 
as we out-grow the one, ſo do we the other: All 
that is convenient 1n Cloaths is as well, nay, bet- 
ter provided for without it: A 7 ſ#is 1s only 
heavier, not warmer than a plain ; and it i5 a kind 
of prodigy to ſee how heawily vanity, which is in 
it ſelf fo /zght, fits upon ſome men ; who are con- 
tent even to make themſelves Porters, fo their 
Tailors may lay on the burthen : And thus in many 
other inſtances the fineneſs of Cloaths deſtroys the 
eaſe, ſo that it often helps men to pain, bur can 
never ri4them of any ; the body may be languiſh- 
ing and infirm under the molt ſplended cover: 
Herods royal apparet ſecures him not from being 
eaten with worms ; and Lazarw his {{lcers would 
have been never the leſs painfu!, though they had 

been wrapt in Dives his fine Linnen ? 
OR ifthe wealth be laid out on any other part 
of that the world calls greatneſs, as an honourable 
G 2 retinue, 
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retinue, Troops of attendants, and the like ; the 
return will be no leſs empry: Multitudes of un- 
profitable ſervants being a great burthen, but no 
' degree of advantage. Alas! does my meat reliſh 
ever the better, becauſe my zable is ſurrounded 
with waiters? Or whenl go out, does my 7ratn 
_ of followers make the Air the more refreſhing to me, 
does not rather the 4»? they raiſe make it /efs, 
annoy and ſtifle me? As for watter of buſineſs, the 
number of ſervazrs tends rather to hinder than 
advance it ; daily experience atteſting, that in 
crouds of domeſticks every one of them thinks his 
idleneſs will be hid: the care of do/zg and the 
guilt of emitting 15 transferr'd from one to ano- 
ther, and none has any farther thought, than how 
he may q»zr himſelf either of the b4rthen or the 
blame ; fo that upon the final account all that ac- 
cruestoa Maſter by the greatneſs of his family 15 
the excreaſe of his care inthe regiment of it: A 
great deal of vigilance and circum{petion being 
requir'd to keep it in any tolerable order, and if it 
be not io kept, his Houſe becomes a wilderneſs, 
and himfelfa prey to the Beaſts he feeds: The lt 
centiouſnels ofthe Servant redounding more ways 
than one to the damage of the Maſter. 

I F we ſhould now proceed more m:izutely to 
every other ſingle expence which vanity and pride 
ſuggeſts, we ſhould certainly find the like ſuc- 
ces of our inqueſt ; nothing of rea! feliciry, but 
on the contrary the vaxzty 1{o interwoven and in- 
corporate with vexation of Spirit, that 'tis impol- 
ſible to lever them: So that 74s to employ ones 
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riches is rather to ſuffer than exjoy them. But if 
we ſuppoſe a man on the other ſide ſuch a Reverer 
of his Wealth, that he dares not employ it at all, un- 
leſs it be at the baxk, for the bringing in of more, 
that keeps it as men do beaſts relerv'd for breed, 
manumit them from all work but that of propa- 
gation. Sucha perſon is ſurely. of all others the 
tartheſt from receiving any advantage by it: he 
converts it from a ſervant into a tyrant, and fad 
experience ſhews us the calamity of ſuch a tran(- 
mutation.” It has been always held the ſevereſ# 
treatment of ſlaves and Malefaitors damnari ad 
Metalla, force them to dig in Mines ; now this 
15 the covetous mans lot, from which he 1s never 
tocxpeRa vreleaſe, as being his own remorlelels 
and more than Egyptian Ws : and the pa- 
rallel holds too, in the gainleſne(s as well as la- 
bortouſneſs of the work ; Thoſe wretched crea- 
tures buried in earth and darkneſs were never the 
richer for all the Ore they digg'd, no more 1s the 
inſatiate Miſer, he has no power to aipoſe of any 
of his acqueſts; and though he calls them h7s, yer 


alas he poſſeſſes them no other wile than a priſoxcy 


does his Gaol, a Mad-main his chains, they are 
only i7ſtruments of his thraldozz, and the getting 
more ſerves only to add more weight to his 
Shackles; and. certainly wea/th can be no way 
worle diſpos'd, than thus to buy fo baſe a ſerwi- 
AND now ſince neither the /ux»r/0us ſpend- 
1nZ, nor the coverons keeping can advantage us 
one ſtep towards any thing that can be call'd 
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happy ; but do on thecontrary exgage us upon toil 
and miſery: Wealth feems to be a very oppreſſive 
burthen, (uch as we caa neither caſt off, nor ſafely 
bear ; and truly ſo it is till charity comes in to our 
Aid ; which as the proper element of wealth, ren- 
ders that /izght which gravitates elſewhere, and 
as the Elixir unto eMerals transforms them into 
Gold, ſtamps purity and price upon them: by free: 
ly giving, endows the door with whatever he 
beltows 3 enriches him, and what is more, enrich; 
es wealth it ſelf. Without this art of «ſing, and 
diſpoſing our eſtates, we are thoſe Izdians wha 
change their Gold for Glaſs: that filly Fiſherman, 
who having found a maff of Ambergreece, em- 
ployed it to the /iquoring of his Boots ; are fooliſh 
to the height of Midas in the Fable ; who being 
promis'd to have what ever he would wiſh, made 
his demand that every thing he toucht might pre- 
{ently be Gold, and run the hazard that he did of 
being /ffarv'd by our unhappy affluence: Men 
lay indeed that Gold by preparation becomes a 
ſoveraiga cordial, but certainly it never does re- 
Joyce the heart ſo much as when Charity is the 
Chymiſt; the poor mans hand is the beſt Limbeck 
to extract this Magiſtery and tintture, the flames 
of love will really perform thoſe miracles, they of 
the Furnace boaſt of ; and would they employ 
themſelves in this /aboratory, they would find the 
omnipotent efficacy they dream of, ſooner in this 
way of 4z/;pating, than in all their arts, or rather 
Fancies of generating Gold. *'Tis certainly a 
molt generous and enlivening pleaſure which re- 

ſults 


YH yon * © 


0 "ou «uu WY 5% WW WY WW 17 5 _ wav way UW - .A£ = 5 XS 


Chap. F. fromCarnal Conſideration. g1 


ſults from a ſeaſonable liberality : When I ſee a 
man ſtrugling with waz?, his very ſpirit as well 
as body i{tooping under the preſſure; if I then 
relieve him, the humare natare within me which 
15 common to us both, does by a kind of Sympa- 
thetick motion exult and raiſe up it ſelf; bur if I 
have any p/ety, that mult do it much more ; for as 
the former ſhew'd me my own image in my poor 
brother, {o this (hews me Gods: and how tran- 
ſcendent a ſatisfaction mult it be, to have thus 
reſcued him who bears ſo divine an impreſs, to 
have paid ſome part of gratirade to my Creator for 
my own being, by making my ſelf, in my low 
ſphere, the giver or prelerver of that life, which 
he firſt breathed into another ? Thzs, and this only 
is the way to raiſe a fe/icity out of wealth; and 
ſurely ſince the attaining of happireff is the one 
grand purſuit of our reaſon, that mult even before 
it has ſubjected it ſelf to the faith of Chriſt, give 
aſſeat to the prudence of his Command in this as 
well as the former 1nltances. 

BUT there remains a precept of our Savi- 
onrs allied to this; which ſeems by no means to 
comport and hold a correſpondence with the dictates 
of right reaſos; the taking up the Croff, and ſuf< 
fering for righteouſueſs ſake; which contradicts 
the fundamental law of ſelf-preſervation, and 
the great end of being, felicity and happineſs. 
But this ſuzgeſtion, how {pecious ſoever it appear, 
15 utterly fallaciors; for 'tis no good conſequence, 
that becauſe reaſo» aims at our being happy, 
therefore it forbids us all vo{uztary ſufferings, lince 
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that the caſe may be ſo ſet, that ſuch a ſuffering 
may be the faireſt medium leſt us to our happineſs. 
"Tis a known rule, that of two evils the leaſt is to 
be choſen; and the ele&ion of the leſſer ill, 
though it be no abſolute, yet is a comparative 
good ; and its attainment as far as the neceſlity of 
our affairs permit, is our fe/icizty : and reaſon 
can provide no farther. Now this is the eſtate 
of the preſent inſtance: zwo evils are propos'd, a 
natural and a moral; the Natural, though in its 
ſelfro be averted, yet much inferior to the Mo- 
ral, and then reaſon ſoon reſolves the Dilemma, 
that the natural # to be choſen: All that can be 
queſtion'd in this affair, is whether reaſon define 
the moral evil to be the greater, but this can bear 
no long diſpute with any who conſider but the 
ature of reaſon, which being leated in the apper 
foul ofa man, 1s no way concern in thoſe 1{s, 
which make their impreſſton on the ſexſirrve part : 
but moral ills ſtrike higher, invade the 724, 
cloud the reaſoz ; nay, often depole it from its 
regiment, as is too frequently exemplified in the 
force of vicious habits; and therefore by how 
much our reaſoz 1s ſuperior to our ſerſe, ſo much 
are thoſe to be accounted the greazeft evils, which 
aſſault that zebler pare of us. This certainly 
will now be the dezermination of Reaſon, if ſhe 
may be permitted the freedom of her vote: for 
thus was it formerly, where the bare the moſt 
ſway, and uncontrouled ruic; the wilſcit and 
beſt conlidering of humaxc, as well as divine Au- 
thoirs having eitabliſht 1t as an undoubted Y4pho- 
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riſm, that honeſty us to be preferr d before both gain= 
ful and pleaſant : fo that nothing renders a man 
ſo deplorable, as that which violates his zntegr:ty ; 
nay they have generally gone higher, exhorted 
men to become woluntiers in vertues warfare, not to 
ſuſpend their ſufferings, till they were forc'd out by 
the competition of a crime ; but offer themſelves 
free oblations. Thus to ſuffer for ones country 
or ones frieza, was thought ſo worthy, lo heroick 
a thing, that zoble and 7ngennom ſpirits were emu- 
lows of It: and it was fo ſtateda caſe that Epr- 
fetus forbids a man, on ſuch an occaſion to con- 
ſult with the Orac/e, whether he ſhould do it or 
No, it being zeceſſary to be done, whatever ill ſuc- 
cels or ruine be predicted, cre 5 SaralO. cnpaire- 
Tat)  TMPWOS pips owuclE.,  TvY/H» and how le- 
rious they were 1n thele pcrſwaſtons, ſome of them 
have prattzcally evidenced, as having ſuffered very 
conſiderable preſſures, nay cath it (elf, rather than 
they would bow to the preacrirart vices of their 
Age, or cmit the occaſion of cient wertue. Ari- 
ſides would be juſt in ſpight of the Oſtraciſm. Ke- 
gulus obfervant of his oath made to a faithlefs exe- 
2:y, though death and torment attended the per- 
formance, Lycurgws toperpetuate to his Citizens 
the benefit of his good Laws, as ſubtilly deſigns 
perpetual baniſhment unto himlelf, as others ule 
to contrive for hoxyour and for expire there. 
Coarus redeems the ſafety of his army with his 
ownaeath : Curtius makes himſelfa Martyr for 
his conntry, and Socrates in the ſtricter {ence Ee-. 
comes one for his Ged : laid down his /ife in at- 
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teſtation of that moſt fundamental truth and 
leading article of Faith, mipevay es wa Sov, the 
belief of one God, And yet we find not that hoſe 
times, which were ſo zl as to ſhed his b/owd, were 
yet ſo bad as to defame his memory; he's not 
recorded either as fool or hypochonariack ; nor have 
his ſ#fferings ſtruck him out of the liſt of Philoſo- 
phers: but he ſtands there the more conſpicu- 
ouſly in thoſe bloudy charatters; and however 
the credit of the Oracle may be otherwiſe diſpa- 
raged, it never wason this account, that it had 
declared Socrates to be the wiſeſt of eMex. And 
yet both heand the reſt, had either zoxe, or very 
imperfect confus'd apprehenſions of a future re- 
ward, when they engaged on preſent Suffering, 
and deathit ſelf: So that we might be tempted 
to imagine, that ſome ſtrange change and #ranſ- 
mutation has now befaln virtue, that it has put 
on ſo much a 4itant appearance from its ancient 
felf, that the acceſſion of new obligations, and 
| higher hopes, ſhould abſolve, avert and utterly 
dilpirit us; infomuch that what was Conſtancy 
in a Heathey, ſhould be Folly in a Chriſtian. 
Certainly this is a eMetamorphoſis of our own 
making, we look through deforming optick- 
glaſſes, ſuchas our avarice or effeminate ſcnſua- 
{ties convey into our hands, which give not 
only ſtrange and ghaſtly, but withal 72diculous 
ſhapes; but if we would conſult our reaſon, that 
would ſhew us things in their proper forms. 
Virtue and Reaſon are both the ſame they were ſo 
many hundred years ago,and where the object and 
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the faculty admit of no mutation, "tis impoſſible 
there ſhould really be any ſuch variable appear- 
ence, If Socrates were 10 zealous for the oxe 
Goa, that he choſe rather to relinquiſh his /fe, 


_ thanto conſent to, or but connive at the profane 


rivalry of Polytheiſm, and yet be no Fool; cer- 
tainly we may as ſecurely tranſcribe his copy : 
and though the particular Article may not be the 
ſame; yet if it be any thing wherein virtue is 
eoncern'd, the caule is no leſs warrantable: He 
that ſuffers for a prefFiga! Point, is no more 2 
prodigal of his pains, than he that lays them out 
on the higheſt feculative. The Commandments 
may have as good eMartyrs as the Creed ; for the 
ſame authority has requir'd our obedience to the 
one, that exacts our faith of the orher, Nor is 
there any neceſſity of Heathen or Jewiſh Tribunal, 
to convert our ſufferings to eMartyrdow; we 
may receive that crown from the hands of thoſe 
that own the ſame faith with us. Thoſe that ſay 
with the moſt ſeeming vehemence, Let the Lord 
be glorified, may yet hate and caſt out their bre- 
thren for his names ſake, Ifa.66. 5. He that tells 
me 1 fear not God ſo muchas he, may yet perſe- 
cute me for honouring the King more ; and my 
bloud pour'd out upon that account, becomes an 
acceptable ſacrifice to him, who has commanded 
my Subje&ion to the hizher Powers, He who 
calls Chriſt his head, may yet rend and tear his 
Body ; and if I love its communion lo well, as 
to take my ſhare in the Maſſacre, I approach to- 
ward that d:gnity and comfort S. Pax/ lo glories 
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in, of filling up that which is behind, of the affli- 
eons of Chriſt in my fleſh, for his bodies ſake which 
zs the Church, Col. 1, 24, He that mula the 
more #nadeliberate Oaths, may yet enjoyn a ſo- 
lemn Perjury: and if I chuſe he ſhould rather 
make havock of my goods than my Conſcience ; 
my ſpoils become not more monuments of ' his 
rapine than my piety ; they plead my #nnocence 
before him who will not hold him guiltneſi that ta- 
keth his name in vain: and how profanely ſoever 
my wealth is diſpos'd by him that ſeiſes it, *tis 
accounted to me as calt into the zreaſury ; and fo 
"tis poſſible I may at once vie with the rich men 
in the greatneſs of the oblation, and with the 
poor widow t00 in that higher circumſtance of its 
being all. Inſumm, the opportunities of Mar- 
t3rdoms are not reſtrained to thoſe points wherein 
Chriftians differ from Fews or Heathens, but ex- 
tend to all wherein we Chriſtians differ from our 
rule, the commands of our blefſed Maſter. If I 
ſuffer for my conſtancy to any of them, I have cer- 
tainly my place in Goas eMartyrologie, as well as 
if T had faln under any of the tex Perſecations. 
God was not lo partial to the primitive Chriſti: 
as to allow them the Mozxopoly and enclo{ire o 
that dignity ; if zhey as our elder brethren 11 a 
double portion, yet there is ſtill a chz/as part icit 
ior every one of us, enough to teſtitie our /eg+- 
timation, and ſecure us from the brand of baſtar- 
ay, Heb. 12, *Twas S. Paul's indefinite aftirma- 
tion, and all times ſince have born witneſs to the 
truth of it; That al that will live folly in 
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Chriſt Feſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution, Some un- 


faſhionable wertues there have been in every Age, 


which have whetted, if not the Swords, yet the 
Tongues of men : and thole that happen not to fall 
under Abels perſecution, muit not hope to eſcape 
that of Iſaac : If they meet withno Caiz to kl, 
they will undoubtedly with an Jſþmae! to mock 
them. But in what dreſs ſoever our ſufferings 
appear, a good cauſe diveſts them of their frightfut 
ſhape, pulls off the »gly viſard, and ſhews us a 
beanty that lay there conceal'd ; and that not on- 
ly to the Eye of our fairh but our reaſor too. 
Fortitude was a wertue before Chriſtianity had a 
name in the world ; and the very inſtinct of our 
nature whiſpers within us, the baſeneſs of being 
baffled out of a Truth or Vertue; yer ſuch a de- 
ſpicable coward 1s every man that wants this 
paſſive valour, without which the a&#ive mult find 
another name; Rage or Phrenſie it may be,in ſome 
perhaps natural courage, or ſanguineſs of temper 
1n others, but true Valour it is not, if it knows 
not as well to ſuffer as to do, That mind is tru- 
ly great, and only that which ſtands above the 
power of all extrinſick violewce ; which keeps it 
ſelf a diſtin prizcipality independent upon the 
outward man, fo that it is not ſubjected to its 
fatez that can be free, when the body is faſt bound 
in Miſery and Iron, ſouzd and healthy, when that 
groans under torture, and is never more ſtrong 
and vital, than when that /angwiſbes and expires ; 
and this 1s ſo deſirable, ſo tranſcendent a privi- 
ledge, as reaſon cannot but aſpire to: and this is 
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it to which this excellent precep? of Chriſt advan- 
ces us when we thus ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake, 
our Minds are all /zzhr, what darkreff foever in- 
volve our exterior part, and is like Goſhen exempt 
and ſecure, when that falls under all the Plagues 
of e®2ypr. 

AND what reaſon thus embraces for it ſelf, 
*tis not imaginable that ir ſhould reje(t,, becauſe 
"ris richly clad; that the Race ſhould ſeem the 
more tedious, becaule there 1s a Crown within 
view ;: or that the glorious-rewards our Chriſtia- 
nity propoſes to our conſtzncy, ſhould be efteem- 
 ediasmenaces and threats, Temptations to deſert 
or turn Apoſtates. Nocertainly, Reaſon cannor 
diſpute, and make an #»ference lo utterly illogical, 
but will rather uſe it as an exforcement of its for- 
- mer coxcluſion, eftablith it the more firm and im- 

moveable by having the -afis thus enlarged, ha- 
ving reward added to virtue, and happineſf en- 
tail'd on duty, If in the competition between 
two Evils, reaſoz pronounce the /eſſer eligible : 
Muchimore'will ſhe reſolve, when the conteſt 1s 
*rwixt good and evil, the greateſt Evil and the 
greateſt Good ; and chuſe that excellence which 
though ſuperlative init ſelf, is more endear'd and 
heightned by compariſon. If I violate my rea+ 
ſon, if I renounce virtue, though bare and na- 
ked, then ſurely Ido it yet more when ſhe is thus 
accompliſht and adorn'd ; when beantified on pur- . 
poſe to allure the eye, and take the hearr, When 
over and above the poſitive donation of Happi- 


nels, ſhe adds a-reſcue and releaſe from mrſery, and 
equally 
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equally obliges by the diſtant proſpeRs of a Hell 
and Heaven. So that not only the Goppel-promi- 
ſes, buteven menaces and threats become a wea- 
pon in the hand of 7eaſoz, when ſhe ſtands upon her 
guard, and fights for virtue, If fiz preſent it (elf 
as my Protettor from a temporal Calamity, rea- 
ſoz will tell me hence, that the proffer is inſidi- 
ous, it expoſes me to that which 1s 7»finitely wor ſe 
than what it pretends to ſave me from and that 
not only in the former reſpe& of Guilt, but in 
that of Puniſhment alſo. What a cheat is it to 
keep me out of the 4#xgeon, and ſend me to the 
bottomlef pit, to ſave me from a temporary fire, 
and thereby mark me out as Fuel for eternal 


flames ; to take me out of their hands who can 


kill the body, to put me into hi« who can deſtroy 
both ſoul and body in Hell? Reaſox tells me Iam 
to abhor the t«rpitude and foulneff of a Crime ; 
and it tells me too, Tam to dread the miſery and 
Smartofitalſo. It would not have me wallow 
in the. z/re, though it were ſafe, much lels when 
it is full of ps and Yipers, which will 1ofallibly 
ſting me to death. Ir cries out with Joſeph, How 
ſhall i do thus great wickeaneſS, and ſin againſt God ? 
And it cries out with Eſa too, Who can dwell with 
everlaſting fire? In a word, by the domeſtick 
native /ight of the canale of the Lord (et up within 
our breaſt, it ſhews the uglinels of iz; and ſhews 
it coo by the affrightful diſmal 5/aze of thoſe un- 
quenchable flames it kindles : Thus by the diffe- 
rent 4r2ume:ts of terror and endearment, of love 
and fear, of iniercft and duty, re4joz afferts this 
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ſcorn'd, decried, neglected precept : Take her as 
mere Paynim abſtracting from the expectation of 
reward or puniſhment ; or take her as a Proſe/zzte 
co Chriſt,contemplating his promiles and threats, 
if there be honeſty, or if there be re/ig7on, in cither 
inſtance the Soul mutt ſtill conclude, rhat /#7:- 
on is tobe choſen rather than Iuiquity. 

AND ifit bereaſonable thus to reſt ever un- 
zo bloud ſiriving againſt ſin, if reaſon blow the 
zrumpet, ſound the alarm to this folemn War, 
then ſurely it preſcribes ſomething of Martial 
diſcipline to prepare and diſpoſe us for thoſe com- 
bats, Noexpert General will bring a company 
ofraw untrain'd men into the fie/d, but will by 
little bloudleſs skirmiſhes inſtru them in the 
manner of the fight, teach them the ready mana- 
gery of their weapons; and of this ſort are all 
thoſe voluntary ſelf-denials, and lighter auſteri- 
ties which Chriſtianity commends ro us, which 
become neceſſary not ſimply for themſelves, but 
as inſtruments towards a higher end. The Mi- 
litary fame the Romans had in the world was at- 
chieved by the exact diſcipline of their Camps, 
enuring their Souldiers to labour and hardſhip. 
And, as Tacitus tells us, when a long peace had 
{ſlackned the reins of diſcipline, that ad#ive hu- 
mour, which was wont to be ſpent on the Enemy, 
recoil'd, and flew 1n the face of their Comman- 
ders, begart nothing but »t7ates and diſorders; 
and certainly 'twill be che ſame 1n our Chriſtian 
warfare, 1f we abandon our ſelves to Eaſe and 


Sloth, never attempt to wreſtle with a difficulty, 
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but keep our ſelves in the poſture the Iſr ae/ires 
Camp was in at Moſes's deſcent from the Mount, 
cating and arinking, ana riſing up fo play ; our ap- 
petites will grow licentious and inſolent, paſt 
our controul and guidance. If we treat them 
with ſuch an indulgence as 1s recorded of David 


_ to Adonijah, never lay ſo much as why haſt thou 


done thu ? 'T1s not to be expected but they will 
Rebel, though a Solomon fit in the Throzve. For 
alas, how 151t imaginable, that he who never de- 
nied himſelf any the ſmalleſt or moſt trifling plea- 
ſure he had a mind to, ſhall on a ſudden deny all 
za the groſs ? He who has projefted many but never 
wav'd one Opportunity of ſhewing his wit, how 
ſhall he find in his heart to become a fool! for 
Chrift? He that has gratificd his palate with all 
that pretends to be guſtful to it, how ſhall he de- 
icend to the bread of afflic#ion ? Or he that never 
tried tomils a Meal, how will he entertain the 
unwelcome contraricty of not knowing where to 
get one ? He who has never abated any thing of 
the utmoſt pomp he could reach, how will he 
brook the want of neceſſaries ; or from his Houle 
ceil d with Cedar, and painted with Vermilion, be 
content with his Savionrs Lot, xt to have where 
to lay his head? In ſhort, how ſhall he who never 
could pare off any of the excreſcencies, the mere 
vanities and gayeties of an eſtate, part with it all; 
or lay down that /ife for Chriſts ſake, from which 
he never ſubſtracted one ſmalleſt pleaſure ? Suf- 
fering is a thing to which the ſez/itzve part of us 
has an Innate averſion, and Averlions are not to 
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be ſubdued at once, but by gentle and eaſie de- 
grees; andcuſtom muſt have introduc'd a lecond 
nature, before that original part of our temper 
will be ſupplanted. As 'tis therefore highly rea- 
ſonable for every man to aſpire to the dowwin70n of 
himſelf,to keep his afed0xs within his own power 
and command ; and though he have no iztereſt 
atall in the greazer, enjoy a ſoyeraignty in the 
leſſer World : Soin order to that, 'tis as realon- 
able to diſcipline and tame them by ſome volunta- 
ry atts of reſtraint, like Hannibal, ſometimes to 
paſs by that water to which his thirſts do moſt impor- 
tunately invite him. To try by little s&irmiſhes 
what ſtrength and skill he has, before he runs the 
fatal hazard of a barrel. To deny himlfelf in the 
lefler inſtances, that ſo when the greater come, 
they may not have the diſadvantage of Uncouth- 
neſs and perfect Strangenels to enhanſe their 4/#i- 
culty, And this muſt certainly be acknowledg'd 
reaſonable, or elſe we muſt condemn almoſt all 
the receiv'd rules of humane tranſactions, which 
generally have this for their ground-work, that 
men muſt paſs through the firſt principles and low- 
eſt rudiments of any Art, before they can arrive 
at its height. Men ſerve Apprertiſhips to Trades, 
and think not themſelves the firſt day Maſters of 
their craft ; weadvance in /earning by leaſurable 
and {low ſteps, and skip not from the 4 B Cto the 
Metaphyficks : And certainly the skill of Chriſtian 
ſuffering is not the ealieſt of all Trades or Scien- 
ces; but will require ſome time of Initiation, 
many repeated Trial and Eſſays to bring us into 
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an acquaintance with it : To convince our #zder- 
ſtandings, and perſwade our wil/s, that to loſe our 
lives is to ſavethem; and to be faithful unto ths 


| death, is the beſt way to gazn a crown of life. 


I F I ſhould now proceed to every other pre- 
cept of Chriſt, and examine it by the rales of ſober 
diſcourſe, we ſhould infallibly ftnd them (fo ratto- 
nal as befits the Laws of him who is the eternal 
reaſon ; but having made theſe eſſays in ſome of 
the moſt oppos'd Inſtances, I ſhall preſume thele 
may pals as the repreſextatives of all the reſt ; and 
the acquittal thele have received at the Tribunal 
of Realon virtually involve them all. 

AND now lince both copſciexce and 7e4ſo3 
have pronounc'd the ſame of Chriſts Law, that 
Pilate did of his Perſon, that they find in them 10 
fault at all; methinks F«ages ſhould have the 
lame privileage that 1s allowed to private Mer, 
that zz the month of two every word may be eſta- 
bliſh'd: But if any man be lo ſcrupulous as nor to 


. reſt inthe ſentence of /eſs than a Triumwyrare, ler 


him zz Gods name bring in a third, and when his 
vicious appetztes ( which were before excepted to 
as parties ) are ſet alide, he cannor be diſtracted 
in his choice, there being but «»e more that can 
poſſibly be call'd in, and that is experiexce, 
which being a J«aze that himſelf muſt create, he 
cannot fear it ſhould be prejudic'd againſt him 3 
lo that he may entertain tull confidence of its #-- 
tegrity : And no leſs may he do of its abz/iry, this 
being the moſt infallible of humane determinati- 


, ons, ſuch as often corrects the error of ſpeculati- 
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0 ; and ſhews us the vanity of vorcluding what 
is pratticable in matter from being demonſtrated in 
the $cheme or Diagram ; The guidance of an ill;- 
terate traveller in the way that he has gone, be- 
ing far more uſeful to a fraxger in his journey, 
than the beſt eMaps and moſt exact deſcriptions 


of Geographers. But then it muſt be indeed ex- 


perience, and not only ſome {light and tranſient 
Eſſay. Wecall not him an experienc'd Phyſician 
that has had oze Patient, or a Lawyer that has 
pleaded oze Cauſe. Experience is the daughter of 
zime, and is made up of many ſucceſſive trials, as 
a habit is of multiplied atts: And to the werditt 


of ſuch an Experience Chriſts precepts will not. 


tear toſfand; leta man put himſelf into a ſetled 
courſe of obedience tothem, abſtain ſo long from 
all prohibited commiſſions, as may wear out the 
zaxk taſte wherewith his palate has been ſeaſon'd, 
and leave it free and diſengag'd, and then infalli- 
bly he will find ſuch a ſavexr and ſweerreſſin thoſe 
virtues, that he will wonder how he came to be 
cheated into an opzzioz of their being bitter and 
#nſavokry; and will have no appetite to rerurn to 
hs Unions and his Garlick, after he has thus been 
fed with @yails and Manna, That this will be 
the event of this experiment there is all ground of 
certainty, and when the 7rial is once made, fo ir- 
refragable an evidence will follow, that it will not 
leave a man the power to dowbr : Only in the inte- 
7im {0 much belief is requiſite, as may let him in- 
to the demonſtratio, make him ſet to that Pra- 
ctice from whence he is to reap all ths: And if 


any 
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any man be ſo much a Sceprick, as not to have 
faith enough to put him on the advextare, I ſhould 
at once for his coxvittionand puniſhment, with bur 
that he might a-while extend the ſame 4d:ruſt to 
Aﬀairs of common life : Let him doubt whether 
his meat be ſavory, and refuſe to eat ; whether 
his c/oaths be warm, and fo go naked; whether his 
houſe be firm, and {ye without doors : and when he 

| has a while thus {marted under his own 4iſciplipe, 
let him but apply the wiſdom he has thus bought 
to the preſent zſtaxce, and it will unqueſtionably 
| reſolve his ſcruple; or if he be ſtill roo Impati- 
ent to attend the ripening of his own Experience, 
let him make uſe of other mens. Let him appeal 
toany who has inur'd his zeck to Chriſts yoke, 
and ask him whether it be g24;zg and pinching, or 
whether it be not eaſze, nay gracious, Let him 
ask one who by repeated reſtraints hath ſubdued 
and tamed his zatural rage or pride, how he likes 
the change, and undoubtedly he will tell him, 
*tis no lels happy than a calm is after the noiſe 
and danger of a violent tempeſt, or the eaſe of a 
broken impoſthume afrer the painful gathering 
and filling of it. Let him ask one who has di- 
veſted himſelf of all his ſezſal ſivs, whether by 
their abſence he now diſcern not their xeceſ:ty, 
and he will tell them, *c:s but the ſame the primi- 
tive Chriſtians had of thole beaſts s:ins wherein 
their perſecntors had clad them, whole only uſe was 
by deforming to fit them for devouring. Let him ; 
come to the converted Mammoniſt, and ask him, 
which he finds the better rreaſury, his own Cofftcr 
H 3 or 
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or the poor mans Bowels, and he will be ableto 
aſſure him he is become much richer by having 
leff in ſtore. Let him come to the devour Aſcetick, 
and ask him what taſte he find in Darzels unplea- 
fant bread, Dan. 10. 3. and he will tell him fi- 
nitely more than ever he did in Dzves's delicious 
fare ; that cloy'd and ſurfeited the fleſh, this nou- 
riches and ſupports the ſpirit. Nay tinally,let him 
come to him that is actually ſuffering for righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, and he will exemplihe to him the bearz- 
tude which Chriſt has pronounc'd of ſuch: Let 
him viſit Pau{and Szas in the priſon, and he ſhall 
hear them fingrmg : Peter and the other Apoſtles 
after their ſtripes and beating, and he ſhall find 
them rejoycing ; And Stephen amidſt the Throng 
of his murderers and Tempeſt of their foes, and 
he ſhall obſerve him overlooking them all, and 
entertaining himſelf with a more pleaſant pro- 
[pe&F, leeing the Heavens open'd and Jeſus ſtanding 
at the right hand of God; and why ſhould not 
other mens ſucceſſes animate our endeavours 
here? Intemporal affairs it ſeldom miſles to do it. 
The Trophies of eMz/:zades at Marathox diſturb'd 
Themiſtocles his {leeps, till he had rais'd unto him- 
{elf and Connrtrey more glorious ones at Salamire ; 
Ceſar while he views Alexanders Image up- 
braids his own flackneſs with the memory of his 
conqueſts, and inſpirits himſelf to great at- 
tempts. He that returns with a 7c frazght from 
a new-found-Land encourages others to Trade thi- 
therallo: Nay, even a begger ſpeeds not well at 
an Hoſþitable door, but he 1sable to ſend ſbolcs up: 
On 
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on the like hopes: Much lets does he that has 
found a zreaſurenced to ule his Oratory to invite 


par 175 5 and why then ſhould thoſe few that 


hayc made t1:i5 more precious diſcovery be forc'd 
to 729-171: 1t, as not being able to draw in part- 
nc/5 Yet Cod knows, thus it 1s ; thoſe that hear 
of 110 »:r*ty but they long for it, as David after 


aters of Bethlehem, can yet hear the ſame 
vid cry out, how ſweet the Lord is! and yet 
2VENO Curioſity to taſte ir : Thoſe whom the 
"ery name of Liberty ſo captivates, that they ſa- 
crifice all that is really valuable to that Chimera ; 
can hear the Apoſtle {peak of the glorious liberty of 
the ſons of God, and yet like hardned Gally-ſlaves 
deſpiſe the e Manumijjion. Thoſe that hunt after 
pleaſures till the very purſuir become an unſup- 
portable paz, can be told of thole rivers of plea- 
ſures wherewith God offers to quench their thirſt, 
and yet inflict on themſelves the rich mans tor- 
ment, and deny fo much as to dip the tip of their 
finger toward the cooling their own flames. Good 
God! what ſtrange infatuation is this, that while 
there is ſo much of vic: envy in the world, there 
ſhould be nothing of virtuous emulation? That 
mens heat and vigour ſhould all ſpend it ſelf in 
childiſh purſuits, and leave them thus cold and 
ftupid to their great and ſerious concernmeats ? 
And what remains to him that ponders this Fp:- 
aeriick folly, but to breath out eMoſes's With ; 
O that men were wiſe ; or it that be too hopeleſs a 
vote, O that men were not ſo deſtruttively fooliſh ; 
that their raſhneſs and Error might be confin'd to 
H 4 their 
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their lower intereſts: And as fools are treated, 
be kept from dealing in things of conſequence ; that 
they would not govern their Souls by ſuch an ab- 
ſurd kind of managery, as they will not truſt with 
the meaneſt of their outward concerns. Andif 
this might be obtain'd, if this fata/ Ofcitaxcy 
which has benumb'd and frozen them were but 
caſt off, they would then from the report of the 
00d {aud be animated to their journey ; and rather 
chuſe to make the concurrent Teſtimonies of 
others arguments to encourage them, than /eave 
them as Hand-writings to appeal, or Witneſles 
to couaezn them. And he that ſhall thus borrow 
other mens experzence with this deſign of copying 
t out, and lays It as a foundation for his own, 
thereby poſſeſſes himſelf of one of the greateſt 
advantages of the communion of Saints ; kindles 
himſelf at their firetill he grows bright and hot 
atit; combines his fame with theirs, and fo 
encreaſes the Ardors of them both ; follows Ex- 
ample till himſelf grows exemplary, and in one 
Adt receives and grves, But he that thus ſets our, 
mult remember, that it is more than the journey 
of one day he has to go ; he muſt not think { as 
ſaid before ) that every little ſuperficial attempt is 
that Experience which he 1s 1n queſt of: He that 
thus phanſies will be expos'd to a very dangerous 
deceit, for tis ſure there 1s 1n all habits ſuch a force, 
that they are not to be diſpolleſt but by a contra- 
ry violence, and therefore he that has been under 
the power of any vicious cufom, enters at firſt in- 
19 a (fate of hoſtzlity, has ſuch a tough oppoſition, 

as 
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as rather finds him Work than Pleaſure: Now if 
he ſhall upon this firſt Eſſay pronounce, he is 
like to pals a very #njuſt ſentence : Let him fight 
on a while till he have got ſome ground, and then 
thoughthe War aftorded him /:#t/e pleaſure, the 
Victory will yield him 9mnch. Every repeated 
defeat he gives his Adverlary will be a new tri- 
umph to him, and what the Romars courted as lo 
great a Dignity, he may every day enjoy. But 
then as he advances farther to the completing of 
his viffories, fo he does of his Pleaſures too: 
when his irregular appetites are {o ſubdued, that 
they rarely make i»ſurrettion, this is ſuch a ſtate 
of :ranquillity as gives him leiſure to diſcern, and 
enjoy the delights of Chriſtian virtue, and will 
teach him to reproach the higheſt Panegyrick he 
ever heard of it as flat and imperfe&: fo infinite- 
ly will he find it exceed the utmoſt deſcription, 
that he will ſay with the Queen of Sheba, the one 
half was not told him. This is the rich prize which 
they ſhall obtain that 74 the race, bur it is not 
awarded to the firſt tep ; and hence it is ſo many 
fail of it, that when they find the uneaſinels 
which attends the breaking off a cuſtom; this is 
ſuch a Gzazt, a ſon of Anat, as turns them back 
diſcourag'd from the. Canaan they went to view. 
Bur alas this diſcovers how (mall a ſtock of Reſo- 
lution they carried out with them; for where 
men ſet out with heart and appetite, 'tis not ſuch 
little difficulties that will diſmay them: if ir be 
but their forts they are engag'd in, it ferves to 
deceive the lenle of many uneaſineſſes, nay often 

dangers, 
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dangers, he that is but in chaſe of a filly Hare is 
ſo keen upon it, that he feels not the wearineſs 
of a whole days motion, and if he meet with a 
heage in his way will rather leap it with hazard, 
than be diverted from his Game. Bur 'tis ſurein 
their fins they ſuffer far greater hardſhips with- 
out diſcouragement. The puny 4ruxkard is not 
diſheartned by the firſ# qua/m, but repeats his ex- 
ceſſes till he have overcome his queaſinefſ. The 
calt Litigart ſits not down with one croſs verdict, 
but recommences his ſ##, paſles it through all 
Courts, and conſiders not his own pains, fo he 
may either weary or force the other out of his 
right. The wnclean perſon falls not out with his 
fin, how ſadly ſoever it hath macerated him, but 
ſteps out of the hoz-houſe into the Stews. And ſhall 
men be ſo indefatigable in their purſuits of izfelt- 
city, buy one torment with another, and drive 
on the year in a circle of fuch woful Trathck, and 
ſhall virtue and pleaſure be thought not worth the 
ſmalleſt /abowr ? Can they keep themſelves ina 
perpetual contention with their eaſe, their reaſon, 
and their God; and can they not endure a ſhort 
combate with a ſinful cuſtom 2 which if it have ſome 


#neaſineſs, yet 'tis both infinitely ſhort of what— 


they have ſuffered in the contrary compliance, 
and beſides carries its remedy 1n its hand : For if 
the Difficulty ariſe only ( as doubtleſs it does ) 
from the contirm'dne(s of the Habit, every A& 
of reſiſtance, as it weakens the Habit, ſo it abates 
the Diihculty. Ir is therefore a moſt wnreaſor- 
rable inference, from the trouble of the firſt oppoli- 

tion, 
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tion, to conclude the 7mpoſibility of the future ; 
for if the firſt were but troubleſome and not im- 
poſſible, the ſecond will have yet leſs of the 
trouble, and ſo be yet farther remov'd from im- 
poſlibility, and the 74ird than the ſecond, and fo 
on till the difficulty vanith and diſappear. And 
if men would but allume ſuch a moderate conrage, 
as but to keep the field, and not to run away upon 
the firſt gun-ſhot, they would ſoon find how im- 
potent aſſai/ants they had to deal with, who can 
never ſubdue ws man by ftrezgth, who is not firſt 
emaſculated by his own fears. Let us therefore 
to ſhun the report of ſo diſhonourable a Defeat, 
awake and rouze our (elves, putus in a poſture of 
defence : And Satan, whois as cowardly as any 
thing in the world but we, will, as S. James al- 
ſures us, flee from us, Let us upbraid our ſelves 
with our unſeaſonable hardineſs and reſolution in 
our impieties till we have chang'd the ſcene, 
grow impatient of thole ſervile draadgeries, and 
ambitious of theſe hopourable adventures, And to 
animate us the more, let us tix our eyes upon the 
glorious prize of the viftory; and that not only 
the fins! and erernal 1n future Glory; bur that 
intermediate which offers it (elf as the carzeſt of 
That, the calm and pleaſure of a conquering pie- 
ty. The Komarn ſtory tells us, that the Flawvis- 
»iſts had lo poſſeſt their minds with the ſpoils of 
Vienna, that they grew inſcnſible of all dangers 
inthe way to it, and cven forc'd their General 
Antonio to put them upon thoſe hazards which his 
wiler conduct would haye declin'd. And why 

ſhould 
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ſhould not our more worthy hopes excite as great 
anearneſtneſs? Why ſhould not we have as great 
an appetite to the pillaging of Satans camp, 
plundering that infernal «Magazine of all its en- 
gins both of mine and battery, its ſtores of arms 
and ammunition, -Jeaving him naked and de- 
fenceleſs, unable to make any impreſſion upon 
us? And this he certainly does, who by a ſteddy 
praitice of virtue, comes to diſcern the contem- 
ptibleneſſ of thoſe baits wherewith he allures us. 
He that ſeeks only the Praiſe of God, looks upon 
the applauſe of mer as a blaſt of Air, which pofli- 
bly may demoliſh and deſtroy a glorious building, 
but cannot give foundation or materials toit ; and 
therefore will not {eek for, or lolicite its unhap- 
py courtſhips. He who deſires to be great only 
za the Kingdom of Heaven, laughs at the buſie 
aſpirings of ſecular greatneſf, and wonders at the 
force of that enchantment, which engages men 
with ſo extreme. toil, to climb a tottering pi-- 
aacle, where the ſtanding is uneafie, and the fall 
deadly. Hethat covets to be rich towards God, 
and has enur'd his eyes to that divine ſplendor 
which reſults from the beauty of holinef, is not 
dazled with the g/itrering ſhine of Gold; conſiders 
it asa vein of the ſame earth he treads on, and 
deſpiſes that abſurd partiality whereof the Pro- 
pher accules zav/aters, to employ one part to the 
meaneſt uſes and fall down to the other. In a 
word, he that looks on the ereraal things that are 
ot ſeen, will through thoſe opticks exadtly dil 
cern the #477 and zconſtderableneſs of all that is 
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viſible and temporary ; and ſo will be equally un- 
moved with the terrors or allurements of the 
world, and neither frighted nor flatter'd out of 
his duty. And he that is thus fortified diſcou- 
rages and wearies out his Tempter, deprives him 
not only of weapons but of heart too, and drives 
even Satan himſelf to deſperation ; and when the 
Enemy 1s thus beat out of the fie/d, there remains 
nothing but to enjoy the vi&fory, When that 
reluttance and reſiſtance of the corrupt appetite is 
ſo weakned and ſubdued, that a man ads with 
freedom, he adts with pleaſure too. A heart thus 
ſet at liberty, alacriouſly runs the ways of Gods 
commandments: itfaring with it as with a Pats- 
ent that is preſcrib'd exerciſe for health ; who at 
firſt perhaps finds /affitude and zrouble in it: but 
when the obſtructions are remoy'd, and nature 
disburthened of thoſe noxious hamors that encum- 
bred her, that which was at firſt his 2454, be- 
comes his recreation, For weare not to think, 
that it 15 any zznate harſhneſſin piety that renders. 
the firſt eſſays of it unpleaſant ; that is owing on- 
ly to the inazſpoſedneſs of our own Hearts, We 
are inthe Prophets phraſe, &ullocks unaccuſtomed 
zo the yoke ; andif we be galled and fretred by it, 
"tis becauſe of our impatient ſtrivings, and irre- 
gular motions under it, the yoke is really no hea- 
vier than itisafterwards, when it is more ramely 
born ; and yet the Eaſe is very different and un- 
equal. And this teaches us a ſhort way to that 
felicity we now ſpeak of, to wit, That we com- 
pole our ſelves to ſuch a ſubmits and malleable 
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temper, that Chriſt may come only to govern 
usas ſheep, not to be put to tame us as Tigers, 
Let us withdraw all ſupplies from our /xſts, and 
not by any ſecret reſerved affection give them 
clancular aids to maintain their Revelion, and 
then they will not be able long to make any v4- 
gorous oppoſition, nor conſequently much to di- 
ſturb the tranquillity of thoſe who have thus re- 
ſign'd themſelves to the government of the Prince 
of peace: and if this cannot be done 1n ſuch an 
| Inſtant, but that there will be ſome previous dil- 
placencies, and uneaſie ſiruglings, yet even 
thoſe like the Scorpion carry Antidote. againſt 
their own ſings, when 'tis conſider'd, that they 
are but the paxgs of the new birth, they will be- 
come very lupportable by the expectation of that 
joy to which they tend. An enſlaved people 
think themſelves flirly advanc'd to happineſs, if 
they can get but to make head againſt their op- 
preffors, though they muſt expect many ſore cox- 
flifs and ſharp engagements before they become 
Vittors : and certainly 'tis matter of ineftimable 
Joy to him, who has been under that ſad ſpiritual 
{lavery, to beſet thus upon even terms, with his 
ſword in his hand againſt thoſe, who once had him 
in ſuch vaſſalage, that he durſt not lift up a 
thought againſt them ; but eſpecially when 'tis 
remembred with what 7-vincible atds he is'backt, 
{uch as will aſcertain him of i077 if he do not 
treacherouſly defeat himſelf. And ſurely he muſt 
be of a ſtrange phlegmatick temper, whom all 


thele conſiderations will not enliven, convey in- 
to 
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to him ſo much ſpirit as to make an attempt, 
and engage him to do that upon fo preſſing, lo 
great a concern which mere curioſity prompts 
men daily to in common affairs. And he that is 
not moulded of this cold and ſtubborn clay, he 
that has not loſt one of the e/ements of mans com- 
poſition, and has but a park of fire in his temper, 
will ſurely have ſome warmth towards this ſo in- 
viting an experiment: and when he has once 
made it, I doubt not, it will then joyn with the 
ſuffrages both of reaſon and conſcience in appro- 
bation of Chriſts Laws, and will with Solomez 
pronounce of this ſpiritual wiſdom, her ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſl, and all her paths are peace, 
Prov. 3. 17. 

AND now it muſt be a ſtrange v7o/ence of 
impiety, that muſt break this threefold cord, that 
ſhall diſannul the joynt ſextexce of all that are 
competent Fuages in this matter. This is not 
the ſtrength of Sampſon that brake withs and cords, 
but of the Leg/o» that pulld in pieces fetters 
and chains; and though too many men 
make it their own work ; yet certainly 'tis only 
the Devils intereſt : he aſpires to the rule and 
government of us ; and to that end nothing can 
be more contributive, than theſe prejudices we 
take up againſt Chriſts conduct. A Sou! like 
a ation, can neither bear z:wo Legiſlators, nor 
be without ove: and Satan having but that 
ſingle competitor, our quarrelling with Chriſts 
Laws, is virtually an embracing of his. When 
we lend Chriſt that rebellious meſſage ; Nolummus 

hui: 
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hunc regnare, WE ſay to the other as the zrees to 


the bramble, Fudg. 9. 14. come thou and reign over 
5, And tothis detiance of the one, and invita- 
tion of his oppoſite, he very nearly approaches, 
that thus detames Chriſts commands as irratio- 
nalor ſevere. The traducing of a government 
being, we know, the immediate pre/ndinm to the 
caſting it off; /ibelling the forlorn hope to rebel- 
lion. But would God men wouid foberly weigh 
whither (uch a mutinous humor tends ; and when 
our outward cond7tion has given us ſo many preg- 
nant and coſtly proofs of its ruinous effetts, take 
caution that it make not the like wrack within 
us: that we do not madly exchange Chriſts gezzle 
ſervice, and glorious rewayas, for Satans cruel bon- 
adage, and crueller Wages : the golden chains of the 
one which do more adorn than tie us, for the Ivo», 
the 4d:mantine link of the other, which bind 


us till they deliver us over to thoſe Chains of 


darkneſs, where our captivity ſhall be irreverſible. 
If this lo reaſonable, ſo neceilary a care may be 
admitted ; *twill certainly confute the profane 
ſophiſtry of our age, ſilence our 1mpious cavzls, 
and inſtead of providing us of the colour of an 
auſtere Maſter to excule our ſloth, will engage 
us to that diligence that ſhall ſuperſede the uſe 
of ſuch ſhifts, and then we may hope to ſee Chri- 
ſtianity have a Reſarrettion-day again, afſume a 
Body ſomewhat of folidity and ſubltance ; which 
now wanders about like a 2hoſt or fpettre, a ſhade 
or vaniſhing apparition, which leaves no footſteps 


behind it: and to the re-uniton, O let us all emu- 
louſly 
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louſly contribute, take up every one of us his dry 
bones, and bring them to the Propher, or rather 
to Himz who ſpake by that Prophet, to breath up- 
on them, till at laſt they be cemented and inſpi- 
rited in ative duty, to ſhew forth the Praiſes of 
that God who hath call'd us out of darkneſs into his 
mavellow light, 1 Pet.2. 9. 
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A Survey of the Miſchicfs ariſiag from Partial 
Obeatence. 


NOTHER fort of prepoſterous Con- 
ſiderers there are, by whom the power 
and force of Chriſtianity 1s no leſs obſtrut- 

ed: and thoſe are they that coatrive not how they 
may moſt comply with iz, but how they may beſt 
bend it to comport with them. That rebate its edge; 
or turn it only againſt ſuch of their corruptions as 
they have lealt kindneſs for. That weigh the 
| precepts with no other deſign but that of taking 
the /izhteſt : Thole to which their conſtitutions 
or other circumſtances carry leaſt repugnance ; 
and come unto the Goſpel not as toa Law, but toa 
Market; cheapen what they beſt like, and leave 
the reſt for other cuſtomers. 

THAT thus it is with many, needs no other 
proof than the yariety viſible in the lives of ſeve- 
ral profeſſors. One man behaves himſelf mo- 

I ac ſtly, 
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deſtly, andtells you his re/ig/o» commands him 
humility ; yetat the ſame time tranſgreſſes the as 
ſtri& precept of Juſtice, and will detraud him he 
bows to. Oa the contrary azotheyr is Juſt, but in- 
folent, and though his Sentence do not bend, 
expects his Cliexts thould. That man owns the 
purity of his religion in viſiting the fatherlefi ad 
widows, yet diſclaims it again, by not keeprrg 
himſelf anſpotted of the world, This perſon is Ab- 
ſtemious, but Uncharitable, will drink no wzze, 
but thirſts for 5/oud. He prays much, yet cur- 
ſes more; whileſt he is meek, but indevour. 
Now while the Rule is one and the ſame, how 
ſhould it come, that mens Practices ſhould fo 
vary, were it not for the unequal Application ? 
did they take it intire, though there might be dit- 
ference in the degrees, yet ture not in the kinds of 
their Virtues, and as men would not differ fo 
from one another, ſo neither would they from 
themſelves ; there would be then no ſuch rhing as 
a charitable Drunkard, a devoat Oppreflor, a chaſt 
Miſer ; eMonſters engendred by this unnatural 
commixture of /izht with darkneſſ; but piety 
would be uniform and extenſive, and bring into 
captivity every thought unto the obedience of Chriſt, 
2 Cor.,10. 5. Andrtillit be thus, Chriſtianity can 
never be thought to have atchiev'd any part of its 
delign, which was not aim'd againſt any one ſing/c 
{imb, but againſt the whole body of fin. Alas! 
"tis not the lopping off one of the remote mew- 
bers, that will render the remaining ones any 
whit the leſs vital ; the having a part leſs ro ani- 

mate, 
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mate, will rather (erve to concenter the ſpirits, 
and make them more active in the reſt: as we 
ſee the pruning of Trees makes them more prolz- 
fick. And this effect is very obvious among men : 
he who has no general di{like to vice, if he repu- 
diate oxe, 'tis commonly that he may cleave clo- 
ſer to another; and what he defaulks from ſome 
ary, infipidfin, is but to make up a Bezjamirn's 
Mels for ſome other more guſtful. If the Wan- 
ton be ſober, 'tis odds he thinks exceſs a Rival to 
his /»/t ; 1fthe Proud man be /iberal, "tis becauſe 
covetouſneſs is inglorious ; ſuch unevenneſles are 
caus'd not by an «#kirazeſs to any Sin ( unleſs pol- 
libly that averſion which natural conſtitution rai- 
ſes in ſome ) but by a partialiry to one or more fa- 
vourite-Vices, for whoſe better accommedatzion, 
and ſecurer reign, not only Virtue, but other Vi- 
ces alſo muſt give place. 

AND this'tis much to be fear'd will upon a 
true account, be found to be the ſurm of many 
mens pzety, ſomething they think they mult pay 
to the importunity of their Religion, which up- 
braids them ſo loudly, that they are willing to 
flop its mouth, but yet would do it with as much 
frugality, and good managery as may be, and fo 
conſider what 'tis they can beſt ſparez what re- 
fuſe Sin which brings them in little of fatisfaQi- 
on, and is perhaps in compoſition with ſome other 
more agreeable: and ths rhey can be content to 
devote to the ſ/anzhrer, fet it to receive all the 
impreſſions of the ſword of the ſpirit ; and ſour 
asa buckler to their darling lufs, to ward off thile. 
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blows which mult elſe fall heavy on them ; but 
alas! this is not to obey, but to delude ; to ranſom 
a greater Sin with a /cff, and to tranſcribe 1n this 
matter the Counſel of Cazaphas : to let oxe ate for _ 
_ the people, that the whole nation periſh not. To make 
one forlorn guilt.a Patriot to the reſt, whilſt in 
the rempeſt which threatned a general ſhipwrack, 
the precious waresare preſerv'd, by throwing the 
eff valuable over-board. 

AND truly that is commonly the event ; men 
are (o jolly and triumphant when they have 
worlted a trivial inconfiderable ſin, as if they had 
defeated the whole army: this poor deſpicable 
ſpoil is [et up as their Trophy, and muſt, they think, 
witnels for them both to God and man, that they 
are good ſouldjers of Feſus Chriſt : they can, like 
Saul, with full confidence meet the Prophet, and 
tell him they have fu/filled the commanament of the 
Lord, 2 Sam. 15.13. though Avag and the beſt 
cattle, the reigning and fatteſt fins be ipar'd : and 
while they are thus ſecure, their fins will certain- 
Iy be ſo allo, have no diſturbance or diſquiet 
from them, but lie at eaſe and reſt, feed like 
Cazibals upon their own kind, be nouriſht by the 
carkafſes of thoſe unlucky. vices, on whom the 
exterminating lot hapned to fall; and by that 
means grow to a prodigious bulk and corpulen- 
cy. And upon thele terms Sataz himſelf will al- 
low us to mortifie ſome ſivs, nay will himſelf caft rhe 
firſt ſtone at them: and like a rooking gamefter, 


purpoſely loſe theſe petty fakes, that he may after- 
wards [weep the board, 


FOR 


CS Oo IS A —— — 


Chap.s. from Partial Qbedience. I2I 


FOR if men ſhould give themſelves up uni- 
verſally to all ſorts of Ill, it they ſhould ſet them- 
ſelves in a total oppoſition to all the documents 
of their profeſſion, he would loſe one of his moſt 
victul exzzas 5 there could be no ſuch thing as 
a f21': delufive hope, they might poffibly by ob- 
1101 1arden, or by diverſion gag Conlcience, 
t t2y could not bribe and corrupt it, makeit 
{21/0 well pleas'd and ſatisfied with it elf. 
- when the threats againſt diſobedience ſhall 
occur to the mind of one who has in all inſtances 
cilobey'd, 'tis impoſſible he ſhould find any 
{zlye, any way of evading the Thruſts, they 
make {o direly at him: but he who can alledge 
for himſelf that he obeys i ſome things, confronts 
that to all Obje&ions, and reſolves he 1s not 
in the liſt of the diſobedient: One or two ſuch 
comfortable inſtances are as mighty, as God 
promis'd the Iſraelites ſhould be, Dent. 3z. 30. 
Oe able tochaſe a thouſand, and two to put ten thou- 
(and to flight; all fears and miſgiving thoughts 
are diſſipated and fled before them: and as once 
the Freach King in his return to the numerous 
{welling titles of the Spaniard, thought the bare 
repetition of France, Fraxce, France, was afull 
2ilance to them all ; ſo when whole files of great 
and ſcandalous Crimes preſent themſelves, oze 
ſingle virtue 1s thought a ſufficient counterpoize. 
He whoſe Conſcience upbraids him with all 
Profaneneſs towards Goa, and Inflobriety to- 
wards himſelf: yet if he can but anſwer, that he is 
Juſt to his neighbeur, hs thinks he has quit ſcores, 
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and fears no farther reckonings: he who 1s im- 
merſt in all the filthinef both of fleſh and fpirit, 
has abandon'd his Mind to pride and envy, his Bo- 
dy to /uſt and intemperance ; and io (acriticed both 
thoſe to Devils: yer if he caſt but ſome graizs of 
his eſtate upon the Altar; devote any ſmall part 
of that to God, for the uſes of Pzety or Charity ; 
he concludes that Incenſe will ſend up a Cloud 
thick enough to obſcure the other from the eyes 
of Divine Juſtice, and yield ſo (weet a favour, 
as will perfume him in ſpight of all that Noifom- 
neſs: fo extending old Tobits words beyond his 
meaning, that alms, though aloxe, delivereth from 
death, and cleayſeth from all ſin. ' He who is deep 
in ſacriledge and rebellion, that can daringly ſwal- 
low repeated deliberate perjuries; yet if hecan 
get but the demure tenderneſs, to fear 4 ſudden 
oath, he is Chymiſt enough to extract a confidence 
out of that fear, and preſumes that formal Civi- 
lity to Gods name, fhall expiate all the real Vio- 
lations and Contempts of him: and while men 
make ſuch uſe of their partial peace-meal obedi- 
ence, it can never be the Devils intereſt to diſturb 
them 2 it, to awake them o#z of their pleaſant 
dream, or to exact of them to depolite thoſe poor 
unſigntficant remazns of their Chriſtianity, which 
lerveonly to make them more Spine, not more 

Safe. | 
NAY, indeed his affairs are ſo ſtated, that to 
{ome he can and does, and without danger, allow 
a yet far greater indalgence; he can permit them 
to bid much fairer than this for Heaven, and 
yet 
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yet knows the purchaſe is far from being made 3 
he can ſee them caſhier not ſome one ſingle fin, 
' but whole troops together, and yet not fear the 
ſinking of his Cauſe : He can truſt them fo far, 
that as the young man in the Goſpel, they may be 
pronounc'd, ot far from the Kingdom of God: 
yet aslong as there is but oe unmortified Luſt, 
that can ſend them away ſad from Chriſt, his te- 
nure is firm enough. Herod may hear Fohn Bap- 
tiſt gladly, nay do many things upon it, yet let 
him but keep Heroazas, and ſhe will ſoon be able 
to ſecure both her ſe/f and Satar againſt the dan- 
ger of that Competition. This is indeed his main 
advantage, that he can hold faft by the ſwzalleſt 
thred; and whereas to our bliſs a conſpiration 
and union of all Vertues is required ; our rune 
can ſpring from any oze lolitary Crime : many 
rounds make that Ladder wherewith we muſt 
ſcale Heaven: whereas one ſtep ſerves to precipi- 
tate us into the Abyſſe ; lo ſadly verifying the Poe- 
tical Axiom, Facilis deſcenſus 4vernt, In ſummy, 
while there is but azy one ſingle fin indulg'd to, 
that is the Dew/ls tedder ; and though it ſhould be 
imagin'd ſo looſe, as to give men ſcope to range 
_ over all other ſorts of Virtues, to taſte the ſweet 
and feed liberally on them ; yet ſtill the beaſt is in 
the power of him who has fixt the line, not onl 
to be finally led away to laughter, but alloto have 
the /-gth ſhortened, and be either put out of the 
reach, or quite removed from the view of thoſe 
pleaſant paſtures, 
FOR though the ſecurity raisd by ſuch an un- 
| I 4 uniform 


124 | Miſchiefs ariſiy g Chap.s. 


uniform piety is in many ſo exactly apportioned 
to Satans intereſt, that he has no caule to wiſh 
the change of his tenure 'yex where the circum+ 
Rances are ſuch, as will make it uſeful, he can 
ealily twiſt his thred into a Cable, When he 
thinks one Moxarch Luſt too mild a regiment, he 
can (et up an Athenian Tyranny, or which is yet 
worſe, let in the whole populacy of Sin upon the 
Soul, which like the egyptian Locuſts ſhall 
overrun and devour it, zot leave any green thing on 
the ground, and that this is in his power we have 
too much reaſon to conclude. He 1s, we know, 
a cunning ſophiſter, and it he has abus'd us 1o far 
as to impole oze fin upon us, he may thence very 
regularly deduce many more; as one falle Pre- 
mile admitted, may be improved into thouſands 
of falſe Concluſions. Indeed ſuppoſing a man 
re:olute to adhere to one fin, he may with very 
good: Logick perſwade him to multitudes of 
others. There are but twa Obvjedions uſuaily 
made to any Temptation ; either the offence, or 
the danger; and thele are uſually objectable to 
one (in as well as to another :. ſo that this d:Jemma 
readily offers it felf: Either it is reaſonable to 
buy a pleaſure at that price, or it 1s not: If it 
be, then contrive that the crime be pleaſant, and 
that brings its diſpexſarion with it : If it benot, 
then why doſt thou live in this one fin in de- 
ſpight of both guilt and puniſhment ? The /atter 
part of the Dilemma *tis no part of Satans buli- 
nels to preſs ; but the former he itas too much ad- 
yantage of purſuing ſuccelsſully ; if he can but 
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dreſs up a temptation to look invitingly, the buſi- 
neſs is done. So ridiculous a thing 1s an unrever 
Piety, that even laughs it (elf out of countenance, 
and wants only temptation to become #niform 
Vice, How abſurdly looks it, to ſee a man run 
away with Foſeph from the embraces of his eMz- 
ftrefs, and yet with full as great a ſpeed accompa- 
ny Gehazi 1n the purſuit of a bribe ; and how ob- 
vV1ous is it to conclude that the former aſſault was 
1mproſperous only becauſe not manag'd with the 
right weapon ; that he might have been hr, that 
would not be woved ? What a mockery 1s it for a 
man to be zealous for God, and rebellions againſt his 
King? Asin the reverſe, for a man to be true to 
his King, and a rebel to his God? And who can but 
think, that had either of the averted Crimes been 
cookt to their Palats, they might have chang'd 
Meſjes ? Indeed 'tis not imaginable by what rules 
of diſcourſe, he that embraces oze fin ſhould reject 
another : if it be done only upon phancy and humor, 
as the repulſt vice will have reaſon to complain of 
great partzality, when as bad as it ſelf 15 receiv'd 
and cheriſh'd; {o it points out a way to attacque 
him more proſperouſly : ler it ſhape it ſelfto the 
phancy; and lure Satan, who can transform him- 
ſelf to an Angel of light, can ſoon work that eaſe 
change : let the younger Brother get on the cloaths 
of the favourite E ſav, transform it (elf into 
the ſhape and intereſt of the darling fin, and 
it need not doubt of a free adm1y/jon. But all 
this while to pretend conſciexce for ſuch an ab/ti- 
rcrce, 1s of all otuer pleas the moſt abſurd ; " 

why 
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why ſhould he ſcruple at one, that abandons him- 
ſelf to another ? As S. Fawes argues concerning 
the guilt, ſo may we for the a&# of Sin: He thar 
ſaid, Do not commit adultery, (aid alſo, Do not kill ; 
and 'tis abuſive mockery, the Souldiers 4ve Rex, 
to bow to his authority 1n the oxe, and reliſt,it in 
the ocher, Thus unhappy is the caſe of him who 
entertains one (in, his encloſure is broken down, 
and he's a common forall : he is left deſtitute of 
a reply to any temptation, and like a b4ſbful per- 
ſon, will be ia danger of yie/4;ng, becauſe he is 
aſham'd to deny: and this I doubt not, many have 
found experimentally true ; ſome ſins have been 
committed not ſo much upon the force of incli- 
nation, asSto be conſentaneous to themſelves, to 
filence the upbraidings of their underſtandings 
for acting ſo unevenly, it being impoſſible to give 
a reaſonable account, why #h# and not that, or 
that ; for when by oe bold wilful ſin a man is en- 
rer'd into a ſtate of hoſtility with God, *tis not a tex- 
derneſſin all others will make up the breach : and 
then they think the rule of known enemies takes 
place, where all civilities are diſclaim'd, and 
the quarrel manag'd to the moſt advantage. 
The reſolv'd Adulterer could perhaps without 
much difficulty be juſt ; but when he conſiders 
that that one Helens of his will certainly make 
2 war, he thinks 'tis an impertinent »/cerefs to 
loſe a good prize, or dilmils his covetouſneſſwhile 
hereſolves ro retain his //f. The incorrigible 
drunkard could perchance eafily enough ke chaſte, 


but when he remembers that drunkenneſs ex- 
cludes 
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cludes him from the Kingdom of Heaven ; having 
made thar ſale of his eternal inheritance, he thinks 
"tis but good husbandry to ger as much as he can 
for it : So treacherous a gueſt is any ove Siy admit- 
ted, and lodg'd in the heart, it deſpoils it of all 
its armour of defence, leaves it nothing where- 
with to guard it ſelf againſt any aſlailant ; and be 
it ever ſo ſmall a one, 'tis like thoſe /ittle thieves, 
which being put in at the window, ſet the doors 
open to all the reſt. | 
BUT perhaps this danger may be thought in 

ſome degree warded by the natural temper and 
conſtitution of men, which neceſſarily renders 
them unapt to contradiory vices, and fo will (e- 
cure them at leaſt from ſo many as are diſagree- 
able to their Temper : but if this ſhould begrant- 
ed, yet it confelledly leaves them open to all 
others, and that were certainly bad enough: he 
that is as wicked, as his complexion cannot only en- 
cline, but permit him to be, will nor want much of 
the utmoſt number of fins : but whatever we can 
ſuppoſe that to ſtrike off from the tale; yet in 
the ſecond place, 'tis very much to be fear'd, that 
will defaulk nothing of the weight ; he that ſins 
to the height of his appetite, perhaps power, ſhall 
he be ever the more z»zocent, becauſe there were 
ſome nauſeated fins, which he had not Self-denial 
enoughto commit ?* God abſolves us in propor- 
tion to the ret7irude of our Wills, not the »ice- 
zefi of our Complexions : he that wills to pur- 
ſue whatever he can find 2»fful, how impious (0- 
ever ; ſhallit be virtze in him that ſome Sins are 

un 
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»nſavoury and diſagreeing to his Palaze? If it 
ſhould, there may {o many extrinlick things be by 
Analogy brought in, either to [well or abate the 
accounts of our ſin, that we ſhall be much to [eek 
in the eſtimate of it. 

BUT, in the third place even theſe very aver- 
ſions are no infallible preſervative; for if they 
happen to be more moderate and remiſs, than the 
love of ſome other fſih; that predominant incli- 
mation will ſubdue thole difltkes, when ever its 
zntereſt is to be ſerv'd by thoſe otherwiſe not 
guſtful commiſſions. There 1s nothing more or- 
dinary'than to ſee one appetite purſued to the 
violation -of another. A man perhaps hates 
drunkenneff, not only as a beſtial but uneaſie vice ; 
yet if his ave to Gain exceed his aike to that ; 
when that is requiſite to make up the price of a 
good bargain, that averſion mult ſtoop, and give 
way. A man deſpiles ſwearing as an inſipid im- 
pertinent fin ; yet if he ſet any great value upon 
being in the mode, and complying with the gentle 
Diale#, that will ſoon debale him to what he (6 
much contemn'd :: and truly there 1s ſcarce any 
other account to be given of that great and foo- 
liſh fin. Butinno other inſtance is this {o noto- 
riouſly viſible, as in that of duellizg. ' I need not 
ſingle out any one mans particular zzclination ; 
the natureof mankind doth certainly avert both 
killing and being kill'd : yet when that Phan- 
raſm, that Chizera honour, has once poſleſt the 
mind, norelu&ance of humanity is able to make 
head againſt it; but it commands as uncon- 
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troul'dly, as the Centurion in the Goſpel, ſays 70 
this man go and he goes, to another come and he 
comes. nay as tyrannically as the great Cha 
of Tartary, whoas an Eſflay of his Soveraignty 
commands whole troops to ride down precipices ; 
nay theſe Averſions are not only thus violently 
ſubdued by ſome foreiga /s/?, but are many times 
deſtroy'd even by force of that very vicious prin- 
ciple which gave them birth ; for we miſtake it 
we think they are always vertuous, or ſo much 
as innocently founded ; Vice is often at civil wars 
with it ſelf; and the vehement 2xclination to 
one, ingendersa 4iſþ/acexcy to another ; but yer 
ſuch a 724dle is this myſtery of Iniquity, that upon 
the very ſame baſis is built both the abhorrence 
and commiſſion of the fame Sin. For example, a 
Proud man as much hares to fawn and flatter 
others, as he loves to be flatter'd himſelf; yet ler 
his pride but once work the other way, and (er 
him upon an ambitiom project, then all the mean 
condeicenſlions imaginable are with caſe digeſt- 
ed, he can crouch and proſtrate, and as the Fſal- 
miſt (peaks, fall down and humble himſelf, that by 
that deſcent he may rebound to the height he 
aims at: but ſtill pride is the common cauſe of 
theſe ſo diſtant effets. In like manner the Rio- 
tous Prodigal detelts coverouſneſs, looks upon it 
as{o ſordid and baſe, that he brands even pr#- 
aext frugality as approaching too near it; yet 
let him but once tind the ſprings to grow dry 
which ſhould feed his luxury ; when he feels his 
Riot begins to exhauſt and prey upon it ſelf, 

then 
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then even that deſpiſed Covetouſneſs ſhall be call'd 
in toitsaid, todig metal for the Furnace to melt, 
and ſo by a ſtrange Antiperiſtaſis, prodigality ſhall 
beget r«pin; Thus unhappily pro/ifick is every 
Sin, that it carries in its bowels the ſeed and prix- 
ciple even of thoſe thar ſeem the molt Heterogene- 
01685 ; and then how ſhall a man that has admitted 
but any one ſuch teeming luſt be ſecur'd that it 
ſhall not thus propagate, till his Sou/ become a 
mere deſart, fill'd with all ſorts of wi/d and zoxious 
crearnres, 

THERE is but oze hope imaginable to inter- 
poſe, and that is that Gods grace ſhall prevent this 
exorbitant growth of impiety in him, and I ac- 
knowledge that is ſufficient to do it, where it 
may have its kindly operation; but where it has 
ſo, it will uniformly ſuppreſs all fiz, and therefore 
where ay oze continues in force and vigour, 'ris 
manife{t that operation of Grace is obſtructed, 
and ſuch a man 1 ſhould deſire ſoberly to conſider 
what aſſurance he has, that he who has fo evacu- 
ated Gods grace in one inſtance, ſhall not do ſoin 
another ? If #» ſpight of that grace he can be luſt- 
ful, why ſhall he not be as able to refiſt it 7 fa- 
wvour of Drunkennel(s, Sacriledge, Rebellion, or 
any other crime to which he ſhall at any time 
have appetite? Can he imagine that God ſends 
forth an irreſiſtible ſtrength againſt ſome ſins, 
whilſt in others he permits men a power of repel- 
ling his Grace? that were to tranſcribe the Syri- 
ans ablurd-Phanſfie, that he is 4 God of the hills and 


20t of the valleys:No certainly,he who has his own 
unhappy 
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unhappy — to atteſt the poſſibility of 
fruſtrating the Divine ſuccours in one particular, 
has too ſure grounds to infer the like in others. 
Nay alas, it does not only infer it by way of «r- 
gaument and dedattion, bur it is very apt. to produce 
it by way of cazſe and efficiency : We gain a readi- 
neſs to any thing by cuſtom and aſſuetaQion, and 
he who has habitually oppos'd Grace in the de- 
fence of a Luft, has deliver'd himſelf from that 
modeſty which makes the firſt defiance unealie, 
and ſoruns on with eaſe and boldneſs to future 
reſiſtance. It fares with men in this violation of 
Gods grace, as it does in that of his Patrimony, the 
firſt Sacriledge is lookt on with ſome horror, 
and men are fain to deviſe arguments and colours 
to delude their relutating Conſciences ; but when 
they have once made the breach, their ſcrupulo- 
ſity ſoon retires; one draught of that improus 
gain, has ſuch a ſtupifying effer?, that they can 
without check ſwallow on, till the Sin flame fo 
hercely, that nothing-but mere want of Matter 
can extinguiſh ir. But admit it were poſlible 
for a man to be ſecurd of his own compliance 
with ſome part of reſtraining grace whileſt he 
impugnes it in others, yet who ſhall aſcertain him 
of that grace? It being God's, implies 'tis not in 
our power, he may ſurely do what ke will with 
his own, and though his promiſe has made a ſure 
entail of it to all thoſe, who hawbly ſeek and dili- 
gently uſe it: yet it no where engages that ir ſhall 
be the portion of any other ; much leſs that it ſhall 
importunately and endlefly renew its aſſaults on 

thoſe 
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thoſe who have often repulit and put it to flight : 
In that caſe Gods reſolution concerning the o/d 
world, becomes appliable, eMy fpirit ſhall not al- 
ways ſtrive with man; and Chriſt who forbids us 
to caſt our pearls before Swine, will certainly never 
proſtitute what 1s infinitely more precious, his 
Grace to thoſe, who have [o long trampled ic un- 
der their feet; and ſo thoſe muſt be concluded to 
have done, who have perlevered in any one fin ; 
for Grace is uniformly oppoſite to all, and there- 
fore the cleaving to any is defiance and affront to 
it. But we need not the help of inferences and 
deduction, the threats of God are exprels in this 
matter : The Talent is decreed to be taken from 
the unprofitable ſervant, who has not employed it 
tothe proper ule, and ſuch infallibly 1s every man 
who has not actuated the Grace given him tothe 
ſubduing of every reigning fin 5 and the reprobate 
»iad mentiond in Scripture as the moſt diſmal 
of all Plagues, the vs; a#oxiu©-, which yields not 
tothe mclting and the purging force of Fire, and 
therefore does conlign to that of Hell, is found- 
ed upon the voluntary rejection of God in parti- 
cular inſtances, Km. 1. How then can he, that 
ig any one ſingle thing ſo rejects him, afſure him- 
ſelfthat ſhall not be the event of it? That he who 
would not have Chriſt rule entirely 1n his heart, 


which {hould either aſſiſt him to good, or fortifie 
him againit 4; and like an out-law'd perſon be 
cxp0s > 10 iz outrage of all that will aſſault him. 

AND 
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AND now would God this might be ſadly 
pondered, that men would not be their own Sz- 
7ens, and entertain themſelves with thoſe deceit- 
ful melodies, which will end in howlings and gnaſh- 
ines of teeth; that they would not think their ha- 
ving ſome few vertues, and but ſome few vices 
will ſerve to fatishie the delign, or procure. them 
the rewards of their Chriſtianity: for if they 
ſhould continue in this poſture, and not be tem- 
pted togrow worle, they may certainly conclude, 
'tis becauſe Satan finds they need not. And can 
they be proud of that Virtue which the Devil 
himſelf will allow them ? And think themſelves 
good enough when they are as bad as he wiſhes 
them? But even 1n this they have no other te- 
nure than his Will. When hepleaſes for his in- 
tereſt, or even for his divertiſement and recreati- 
on, he may hurry them to all that is moſt enor- 
mous ; convert their Hypocriſte to prophaneneff, 
their partial Piety ro univerſal Ungodlinels ; they 
have nothing to interpole in their own Defence, 
not ſo much as a reaſonable argument to oppole to 
him, they have made a voluntary ſale of them- 
ſelves for one or more beloved lin, and now as his 
vaſſals he may impoſe on them what others he 
pleaſes: and by their doting affetion to their Ra- 
chel, take advantage alſo to obtrude the deſpis'd 
Leah upon them. And how wretched, how de- 
plorable is this ſtate? What a Pzety is this that... 
we mult owe to the Devil, while we can be no- 
better than he will let us? 

YET this is without Hyperbole, the condition 
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of every man that is not ſincerely uniformly 
Chriſtian ; every indulg'd fin gives Sataz livery 
and (eilin of his heart, and a power to diſpoſe of 
it as he pleaſes. 1 know mea are apt to flatter 
themſelves with other hopes, and think that thoſe 
obediences they pay to God ſhall like a pre-in- 
gagement diſannul all after contracts made by 
guilt, and put them into the poſleflion of Him 
whois able to b:nd that ſffrowz 914, But God 
will not be acceſlary io ſuch a fraud, even to- 
wards the Devil ; while they keep the price, en- 
joy that plealure or proht wherewith he bought 
them, God will never interpole to defeat him of 
his purchaſe. 

AND as God will not thus forcibly wreſt 
them our of his hands, much leſs will he deſcend 
to a capitulation and compolition with him. God 
z5 a jealous Goa, and what jealous husband did ever 
by compact divide his right with the Adalterer ? 
Where he finds a pzrſ(evering diſloyalty he gives 
a bill of divorce and diſclaims his relation. Yet 
ſo belotted are men, as to hope God will ratifie 
that alienation they have made of one part of 
their heart, and contentedly enjoy the reſt ; and 
as competitors uſe ſometimes to do, ſhare with his 
Rival. Butalas! that immortal quarrel will not 
be thus taken up. the difference between theſe ir- 
reconcilable Antagoniſts will not be ſo compromi- 
ſed. God difdains ſuch a treaty, nor will ever 
come ſo much as toan interview with his enemy, 
within the liſts and recefles of one Heart. And 
while men labour ſuch an accord, they are but 
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combining with Sazaz againſt God and theirown 
Souls : he knows well, that while he holds any 
part, God will have none, and fo the whole falls 
to him, and then he may very lafely be modeſt, 
and demand- but moderately, and by that ſeeming 
difference and yielding, gain more than by all his 
moſt eager contendings. I ſuppoſe every man 
will diſown the having this ridiculous deſign of 
compounding the ſtrife between Heaven and 
Hell; bur certainly it is the natural interpretation 
of ſuch partial obediences; when two Lztigants 
contend for ſomething which I have ia my keep- 
ing, if Idivide it between them, is it not obvious 
to conclude I delire to compoſe the diſpute ard 
ſatisfie both parties, and is not this the very cale 
here? *Tis true indeed, it carries a very abſurd 
ſound, but rhen how more ablurd is it for men10 
a& at ſuch a rate, that when 'tis repreſented to 
them in the trueſt colours, themſelves are aſha- 
med toown what they have done? And this calls 
loudly upon them to put themſelves out of the laſh 
of their own diſcipline ; to recover ſuch an inno- 
cence that they may not be forc'd with David to 
ſentence chagioe, when that their crimes ap- 


' pearin the light diſguiſe of a Parable, 


AND this indeed is the only proper uſe of all 
theſe conſiderations, the danger and folly are as 
unuſeful as unpleaſant ſpeculations, unlels it be in 
order to the reforming that wherein both are 
founded. Let them conſider theniſelves, as enga- 
ged in thoſe wild projects which even themſelves 
look on with ſcorn : as enſnar'd in that unhappy 
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contract which has rendred them part of the De- 
vils pofſeflion, and contrive how they may obli- 
terate that reproach, and diliatangle their Mort- 
gag'd Souls. 

AND for this there is but one way imagi- 
nable, and that is by quitting their hands of that 
which they took as the valuable conſideration in 
that mad bargain 3 reſtoring Satars coyn to him, 
not only prixcipal but «ſe allo: caſting away the 
main ſin and all the little appendages, which like 
off-ſets have ſhot out from that root ; retaining 
nothing that has his mark and impreſs upon ir, 
that ſo he may not pretend to any thing of theirs 
by right of barter or exchange. This, and this 
only is the way to diſſeiſe. him of his Eſtate, to 
cancel thoſe fatal Indentures which bound them 
to him, andtili this be done, as long as they keep 
any part of his wages of Iniquity, his title remains 
in full force, they are {till his ſervants, his vaſ- + 

als. 
/ EVEN the redemption of Chrift has no efh- 
cacy towards the entranchizing of ſuch; for 
though it proclaim an univerſal Jubzlee, yet it for- 
ces liberty upon none ; he that will nail his Ear 
to the door-poſt and deftie a manumiſſion, may 
continue his {laviſh life ſtill, and indeed though 
Chriſts death was deſign'd to reſcue us from the 
power of Satan ; yet the firſt eſſay of that reſcue 
was to redeem us from our vain converſation: And 
where that is not done, which is fo eſſentially 
fundamental to all the reſt, *tis not poſſible any 
other part of that Redemption ſhould be at- 
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chiev'd, unleſs we will confound that order of A'a- 
ture as well as Grace, and make the conſequent 
precede the antecedent. 

LET no man therefore upon any vain hopes 
delay the one only expedient to his tecurity, but 
pay back the earneſt pexy he has received from 
Satan, fling away his ſi», how pleaſant or profi- 
table ſoever, with the greateſt Abhorrence, as 
knowing 'tis the price of b/oud, and that not only 
his Savzours, but hisown too; and this immedi- 
ately, leſt the forfeiture be irreverſible. We 
know the danger of lapſing time in caſe of Mort- 
gage, bur here our danger 1s greater, becaule the 
time is ſo uncertain ; for though God had nothing 
elle todoin the whole tranſaction ( 'twas wholly 
our own work ) yet 'tis he that afſigns the time of 
forfeiture: healone knows how tar we may go 
in ſin, before we pals the poſſibility of aretrear ; 
how long he will be provok'd before he ſuffer his 
whole di(pleaſureto ariſe ; and how many repel- 
lings of his Grace, and quenchings of his Spirit 
they are, to which his delertions are apportion d. 
Pharachs heart was hardned by God after the 
Eighth refiftance, and we have no {ecurity but ours* 
may be ſooxer, yet if that ſhould be taken as the 
ſtanding meaſure, how dreadful an abode would 
it maketo many of us? Who 1s there that has 
elpouled any one beloved fin, that has not much 
oftner repeated the «ds of it, every one of which 
is a reſiſtance and contumacy againſt God? 
Who is there that has nuc done 1t againſt ſo many 
expreſs warnings and loud calls of God in his own 
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Conſcience? Which renders it yer a fuller parallel, 
and 'tis to be feard, too many agree with it even 
inthe laſt and higheſt circumſtance, that of the 
Plagues too by an obſtinate perſiſting after fo 
many Judgments (ent to mollitie and reclaim 
them ; and then where the premzſes are the ſame, 
'tis too likely the concluſion may be ſo allo. 

I SHALL not wiſh any Perſon {o ſtrialy 
to apply this caſe, as to conclude, that he is al- 
ready 1n this ſtate, but I could wiſh all men 
would apply it ſo far, as to infer how poſible, nay 
how probable it is, that the very next reliſtance 
ſhall put them init. 'Tis not Pharaohs being a 
Heathen and they Chriſtians that will give them 
any ſecurity 3 it being no part of the Golpel-Co- 
venant, that men ſhall be ever the longer allowed 
to trample upon Grace. All the difference it 
makes is rather on the other [ide ; the contempts 
are enhans'd to a higher guilt, and conſequently, 
the fewer acts may now lerve to fill up the mea- 
fure. And if their experience teſtifie to them, 
thar in their particular God has us'd a greater 
{ong-ſuffering, than he has given any grounds to 
exped, ifthe guilt of their Conlciences teſtifie 
that they have committed many more acts ; and 
yet ſome remaining tendernefles and regrets wit- 
neſs allo, that they are not yer given up to an ut- 
ter hardnels and obJuration, O let them nor pre- * 
ſume themlelves ſafe, becauſe they are not utter- 
ly deſperate; but lay their hearts open to be 
{tampt and impreſt by grace, before they grow 
utterly inflexible; timely conſider what is the 

deſign 


—— > — 


Chap... from Partial Obedience. 13 9 


delign of this /onganimity, and without any more 
ſtruglings and reliſtance ſuffer it to attain its aim 
and /ead them to repentance. 

| FOR though their Souls be not yet wholly 
petrified, yer how know they in whar an inſtant 
that unhappy eMetamorphofis may be wrought ; 
orifit ſhould not be ſo ſudden, yet 'tis certain 
every a& of fin makes gradual approaches to- 
wards it: fo that if God ſhould nor inflictirt by 
way of puniſhment, yer the mere force of Habir 
would produce it by way of #atural efficacy : And 
to be convinc'd of this, I ſhould require no more, 
but that men would refleft, and ſee what eftects 
it has already wrought, how far it has advanc'd 
towards that fatal point. Let them ſend their 
thoughts back through every ſtage and period of 
their ſin, and obſerve whether as that has grown, 
{o their tenderneſs and reluctance of Conſcience 
has not abated and decreas'd: Let them but re- 
coile&t what regrets and dilquiets they had, when 
they ventur'd upon the firlt unlawtul commiſh- 
on, and compare it with their prelent,and I doubt 
not they will diſcern a grezt inequality ; they 
will tind that every-act of fin hath allayed ſome- 
what of the ſharpne(s of thoſe pangs, and pro- 
portionably to the frequency of the repetition 
they approach toward infeniible: and rhen let 
him whoſe older Habit has multiplied thoſe 47s, 
{adly conſider how few /teps he has tothe end of 


| his unhappy journey, though noextrinlick con- 


current thould haſten his pace. But when Gods 
delertion ſhall, as for ought he knows it may the 
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next minute ſupervene: that as a full and violent 
Wind drives him in an inſtant, not to the Harbour, 
but on the Rocx where he will be irrecoverably 
ſplit. 
x NOR let any man fortifie himſelf againſt 
thele terrors, by hoping that his own ſexg/e ( per- 
haps (mall ) ſin ſhall not have this deſtructive 
force; for if it be w#/{f«l1t carries in it that which 
is properly the malignity of all fin, to wit, a re- 
ſiſtance and oppoſition againſt God, and this is 
ſo mortal a Venome, that the leaſt Dole of it 1s 
deadly, as a man may as certainly be poiſon'd by 
a aram of Arſenick, as with the /argeſt draught. 
THE more natural inference lies the other 
way, if1t be but a ſingle or petty fin, 'tis ſo much 
the eaſier to part with; he that is bound with a 
ſirong Cable, or with a multitude of lefſer Cords, 
may pretend ſome zcceſjity of his Captivity, from 
the ſtrengthof his bonds ; but he that is tied with 
oxe ſlender ftrirg, fuch as one reſolute ſtruggle 
would be lure to break: heis priſozer only to his 
own //oth or humor, and who will pity his rhral- 
dom, where 'tis {0 apparently his choice ? Do not 
therciore ſay my fin is inconſiderable, and there- 
fore I need not 7e/inquiſhit ; but my fin is 1ncon- 
liderable, therefore [ need not keep it. So ſlight 
a pleaſure I may part with and find no mils : this 
pedling protit I may re{ign and twill be no breach 
in my Eſtate. And if Chr require a renunciati- 
on of thoſe ſins which are as the Hand and he, 
thall Iicruple to depolite thoſe which are bur as the 


fair or Nails? 
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'NAY, he may yet argue higher, and from the 
{malneſs of the ſin deduce the enhanſement of the 
Guilt: great acquiſitions carry ſome temptation 
in their face, but deſpicable prizes do rather 
avert than tempt. Twas the ſign of a common 
harlot to be hired with a kid, Gen. 38. and ſure he 
mult be of a ſtrange proſtitute Soul, that can 
adulterate for ſuch low trivial wages. To diſho- 
nour God, though the whole world were to be ac- 
quir'd by it, were great impiety; but todo it for 
hanafuls of Barley and pieces of Bread, Ezek. 13. 
19. himſelf brands as a yet higher pitch. And 
ſure it argues a very light eſteem of God, when 
one poor contemprtible luſt ſhall be able ro over- 
poize him 1n our hearts. 

NOR is the folly leſs than the profaneneſff, 
when there is but one Jonah to be caſt over-board, 
'tis the greater madneſsto hazard a wrack ; and 
let ſuch a man pretend what he pleaſes in extenu- 
ation of his fin,make that appear never ſo minute 
and deſpicable, yet 'tis apparent all the love 
which other men ſcatter and diſtribute upon ſeve- 
ral, hehas united and concentred in this one luſt. 
The moſt doting affection when it is ſummed up 
can amount to no more than zhz, that it makes a 
man expoſe himſelf to the greateſt pair, the 
greateſt /of for the thing beloved. And this 1s 
moſt viſible here, Hell 15 as certainly acquir'd, 
and Heaveys as certainly forfeited by oe fin as ma- 
ay; and then though there may be odds in other 
reſpects, yet what 1s there in this, between this 
more modeſt and the mcſt /icertions Sinner, but 

that 
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that the former puts the ſame value upon one, that 
the other does upon many fins, and ſells his Soul 
ſo much the cheaper. 

AND now would God ſuch men would re- 
view their bargain, ſoberly conſider what there is 
in this ldo/iz'd fin of theirs, which ſhould exact ſuch 
coſtly ſacrifices. Let him whole long intimacy and 
experience has given him accels to its moſt ſecret 
receſſes, that has rifled its bowels, and knows the 
utmoſt whether of pleaſure or profit that lies 
there conceal'd : Let him I ſay, that 1s thus qua- 
lified for it, make an exact inventory of its 
wealth, and then let him compare it with what 
he is to pay forit; weigh its flat and momentary 
Pleaſures, with thoſe molt tranſcending and per- 
petual Foys which are at Goas right hand ; its baſe 
and periſhing commodities, -with thoſe unfailing 
treaſures in Heaven ; and then judge of his.pur- 
chaſe in reſpec of that part of his price: Andif 
that be not convincement enough, let him weigh 
the other allo : thole {ad pars which are too 7t0- 
lerable to be fufter'd, and yet fo eternal, that they 
can never cealc to be iuffer'd, and think whether 
that be not too dear a rate tor that pleature, whoie 


guſt 1s (o little, and whole duration is le(s: or 


what profit he will have in the revenue of his fin, 
that Gold and Sifver which will finally eat his fleſh 
as it were fire, F4. 5.3. and prove the unhappy 

fucl of hu flames, | 
FROM all theſe premyſſes, certainly Reaſon 
and Religion do equally infer the ſame concluſion, 
to wit, that men ſhould not tolerate themſelves 
one 


| 


| 
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one minute in any known fin of how ſmall a ſize 
ſoever it be; nor ſo impertinently betray their 
Souls to ruine for that which they call light and 
trivial ; and 1s fo indeed in reſpect of the acqueſt, 
but overwhelmingly ponderous in regard of the 
effeFs and pernicious conlequents. And O that 
mens practices might evince them to have made 
this juſt deduction, that thoſe who have in many 
things preſerv'd an innocence, would not be ſoill 
husbands as to forfeit all the advantage of that 
Care for want of extending it a little farther, 
not ſuffer the whiter parts of their Soul to be dil- 
colour'd or tin&ed by the refletion of one crim- 
ſon ſin ; butrather let their tears waſh that into 
a whiteneſs, that they may be uniform and of a 
piece. For though Facob clad his darling Foſephin 
a party-colour'd garment; yet God owns none 
either for favourite-Son, or ſo much as Servart, 
that he finds ſo arrayed. The followers of the Lamb 
are all clad in whzte, and in that attire we muſt be 
ſure to put our ſelves, if we mean togo in with 
him to the m-arrzage. Andlince the Goſpel is the 
invitation to that feaſt, let none imagine he has 
complied with it till he have thus firted himlelt : 
till then he affronts and 5:fles his Chriſtianity, 
ſends it away empty without its errand ; nay, 
which is worſe, proſtitutes and profanes it, makes 
ir ſerve only for a Gord, that he may fit under the 
ſhadow of tt, and commit his ſins the more undi- 
ſturbed ; but Ict him remember thar he is all this 
while breeding that worm, which will (mite this 
Goaurd, and leave him unſheltercd to that ſcorch- 
10g 
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ing wrath of God, which will make the improve. 
ment of Fonahs paſſionate wiſh, that God would 
take away his lite, his moſt rational Deſire ; ren- 
der not Deathonly, but Annihilation allo as eli- 
gible, as it will be Impoſſivie. , 
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CHAP. VIL 
A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from «Miſtakes 


concerning Repentance. 
A Chriſtian Practice is the many affected 
miſtakes in the buſine(s of Repextance. 

Men took upon that as the grand recipe of the 
Goſpel, and infallible Catholiron againſt all their 
ſpiritual -alaazes; and lo far they judge right, 
for ſo indeed it is. But when they proceed to 
compound this ſoveraign «Meaicine for their own 
ule, they do it moſt deceitfully ; leave out the 
principal and moſt operative ngredients : and by 
being ſuch ill 4pothecaries, defame the Goſpel as 
the Dypenſatory, and Chriſt as the Phyfician, and 
iikewiſe ruine themſelves as the Parzents. But 
of thole who make this imperfe& and defective 
compoſition, all do 1t not alike ; ſome leave our 
one part, ſome another, and ſome ſo many, that 
they retain nothing of its ſubſtance and reality : 
Eat our all the heart and vertue of it, and leave 
only an empty ſhell, the gilding, as it _——— | 
Pill, 
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Pill, the Form and mere outlide of Repex- 
Farce. 

IN this latter rank I place thoſe who ſuffer 
repentance to pals no farther than their Frontiers, 
and Out-works, aflign it its quarters 1n the ſ#- 
perficies of the man, the Face, or Tongue, or Ge- 
fture; but if it attempt to penetrate any deeper, 
if it ſend but one ſerious thought to alarm the. 
heart, then like the Edomites againſt Iſrael, 
Num. 20. all the forces are muſtered to impede 
its paſſage ; ſuch formal Penitents as thele all 
ages have produc'd. Chritt tells us of thoſe who 
arsfigur'd their faces, Matth, 6, 16. put on, asit 
were, a vizard only to a this part: and Eſay 58. 
5. long before deſcribes them, by the bowing 
down the head like a Bul-ruſh, and certainly the 
race of them is not worn outin our days; a de- 
mure or rather a lugubrious /vok, a ſad or 
whining toxe, makes up, 'tis to be fear'd, the 
ſumm of many mens Humiliations. Nay as the 
world has of late gone, that alone were but a mo- 
deſt pretence : ſuch theatrical forms ſtickle hard 
for the prize, not of that one part, but of all re- 
ligion : a adifforted countenance is made the Mark 
of an upright heart, and none 1s thought to ſpeak 
the Language of Canaan, that dreſſes it not inan 
uncouth ſound: and then what wonder 15 it, 
that they are impatient others ſhould worſhip 
God, as David invites, in the beauty, while 
themſelves chuſe to do it, in the Deformity of 
holineſs. 


BUT 
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BUT others make ſomewhat a fairer advance 
towards repentance, by taking in ſome of thoſe 
things which are indeed 1ts zeceſſary concomitants; 
of this kind is in the firſt place confeffior of Sins 
and this aſter ſome {ort is ſtuck at by few; no 
man who hath not herded himſelf with the worſt 
fort of Fanaticks, imagines himſelf finleſs, or 
pretends to be thought to by others, but will ve- 
ry readily acknowledge to all the world that he 
Is a ſinner : and asto mez, ſoeſpecially and more 
ſolemnly to God, Every man that but offers at 
praying at all, thinks Confeſſion a neceſſary 
Branch of his devotion: all publick forms have 
ever carried that in the ſro, as ſuppoling it the 
moſt principal, univerſal, and daily requ.ſite to 
the lapling ftate of humane corruption: And 
perhaps 'cis the general innate perſwaſton of this, 
that hath ſecured that part of our Liturgic, from 
thoſe impertinent cavils, which have particu- 
larly aim'd at moſt other members of it. And 
I ſuppoſe this 1s as frequent in the C/ſet as in 
the Church : the only fear 1s, thar there it is as 
looſe and general too: that thole private and 


particular guilts which are neither fit nor poſ- 


{ible to be diſtinly inſerted in pablict, do many 
times loſe their place even in private Conteſſ1- 
ons alſo. The ſhortnels and the eale of general 
forms being very likely tro recommend them to 
thoſe whole numerous fins threaten too great a 
length, and whole confus'd ſnarl'd contciences 
render it diificult, thus to pull out thred by 


thred : but where 3/75 are thus moulded up 1na 
lump, 
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lump, they will like great maſſes of Pills or Con- 
fections keep the more undecay'd, retain more of 
their /frexgth and vigour. So that ſuch Confeſſions 
are very indulgent to Satars intereſt, who fears 
not the impreſſions that can be made upon him, 
while his body remains entire: the great execu- 
tion then beginning when 'tis broken and (cat- 
ter'd, and each fins ſingled out for a particular 
purſuit: and where that is not attempted, the 
war can never be ſucceſsful, nor thought in ear- 
neſt. 

BU T ſuppoſe this be done ; and by exat 
enumeration each fin is parted from its fellows, 
as when a conqueror purſues the flying troops of 
routed Enemies : yet if this be ail, if quarter be 
allowed, and any mercy given, no zeal prize is 
gain'd by this archievement. He who recounts 
his fins with milder purpoſe towards tliem than 
utter exciſion, he makes no approach rowards 
the eſſential part of Repentance. He may bring . 
out large Catalogues of his fins, and call chem 
confeſſions ; bur he may better expre!s his own 
ſence, if he term them rather zventorics of his 
goods, for ſuch 'tis apparent he reckons the 
whilſt he refolves to keep them. Indeed the 
1s not a more abſurd piece of Pageantry, than 
theſe formal Confeftions, and ſuch as ſhews 
how little Ged is conſider'd in his great Attri- 


| bute, the ſearcher of hearts. Tis certain no man 


would hope to attone an off:aded ſuperior, by 
a ſubmifs acknowledgment of his fault, did he - 
know that his purpole of reiterating it were 

diſcern'd 
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diſcern'd: and what a tacite 45/aſphery is it then, 
to treat God atiſuch a rate, as preſumes him as 
deceivable as a poor eMortat; and ſure this were 
a ſtrange Ingredient in repentance. Welook on it 
as a high pitch of impiety boaſtingly to avow our 
fins, and it delerves to be conlider'd whether this 
kind of confeſſing them have not ſome affinity 
with it. Should I tell a man I have injur'd and 
provok'd you thus and thus, and o I reſolve to 
do again at the next opportunity : I refer it to 
common conſtruction whether this were not to 
j«ſtifie, not retract the unkindneſs. Now what I 
ſuppoſe thus ſaid to man, is in the ſecret pur- 
poſe of our heart, no leſs articulately ſpoken to 
God, who needs not our words to dilcern our 
meaning. Therefore whoever intends to repeat 
his ſins, nay does not ſeriouſly intend to forſake 
them, does in truth maintain and defend his vi- 
cious practice, how loudly ſoever his Tongue 
accuſes it. And ſuch c/amors are bur like the 
teign'd Quarrels of combin'd cheats, in order to 
delude ſome third perſon. But alas, the ſcene is 
here unluckily laid, for God will not be mock'd, 
nor will the eMercy promisd to him that confel- 
ſeth and forſaketh, ever reach him that confe(- 
feth and reraineth, Confeſſion is no farther ac- 
ceptable than as it cither flows from, or tends 
to beget an abhorrence of Sin, and abſtracted 
trom thoſe qualifications it becomes loathſome 
and diſtaſtful ro God. Alas, can we think our 
Hiſtorical vein lo plealant ; that he ſhall be de- 
lighted with the narrative of thoſe crimes, whole 
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perpetration he deteited? Can it be Izcexſe in 
his noſtrils, to have our D«zghz1s diſplayed ? Or 
can his pure eyes be gratified with tuch pollute. 
proſpects? True indeed, he gladly deſcends to 
all this as a Phyfician; nauſeates not our fonle/# 
lcers, when we bring them for cure : but when 
like beggars we make them openly our form of 
addreſs, and dread nothing more than their hea!- 
zug ; certainly their View will only excite his 
zndignation, not his pity. And this, *ris to be fear'd, 
abodes ſadly ro many of us; 'tis our vulgar Ob- 
jetion to the Romarxiſt, that they make their 
confeſſions contributive rather to their confidence 
than to their reformation: what their ſhare 1s 
in that guilt, I ſhall got here examine, bur 1 
may too truly pronounce they have not enclos'd 
it; that black circle of Sin and coxfefs, Contels 
and fin, encompaſles as well Protejtants as Pa- 
piſts ; it poſſibly not quite ſo many, the cauſe 
tis doubtful is ( what we need not boaſt ) not 
that More of us confels aright, but that Fewer 
contels at all, But of thoſe that do, if we may 
but croſs-examine, and interrogate their a71ons 
againſt their words, theſe will ſoon confels ( and 
that not «xricularly, but in a loud and audible 
voice ) the zzvaliazty of their folemneſt Confeffi- 
ons. When we ſeea man that yeſterday kept a 
Humiliation, #o day trampling on the necks, in- : 
vading the poſſeſſions of his Brethren, we need 
no other proof how vainly and unprofitably, if 
not how hypocritically and provokingly.he con- * 
feſſed his Pride, or Covetoulne(s: and the like. 
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we may infer when we ſee any man perlevere in 
any groſs wilful ſin. And of ſuch, God knows, 
there are ſuch multitudes, as will give us inſtan- 
ces more thanenough,how wide a difference there 
1s, between a mere Confitent and a true Penttent. 
BUT 1nthenext place, a paſſionare regret at 
SIN, a grief and ſadneſſ at irs Memory, more 
ſpecioully pretends to enter us into Gods roll of 
eMourpers: Sorrow has ( in vulgar acceptation ) 
{oengroſt the whole notion of repentance, that 
men are apr to ſecure themſelves, that the Wind 
of a penitential Siz4 is ſo mighty, as will blow 
away the guilt of the moſt mountainous Sz» : 
that if they have but wept a little upon their 
crimes, they have quite extinguiſh'd rhe wrath 
they kindled : but alas theſe are vain dreams, God 
who aelights not to grieve the children of men, does 
not project for our ſorrow, but our innocence ; 
and would never have invited us to the one, but 
as an expedient to the other. *Tis natural even 
to mere 4xials to ſhun that by which they have 
ſmarted, and therefore ſorrow for fin is a very 
proper means toavert our appetite from it : but it 
we have learnt the unhappy skill of ſeparating the 
effett from the cauſe ; if our Grief abate not our 
Love; it we can caſt kind looks at our fins, even 
through thoſe Tears wherewith our Eyes are 
glas'd, this will ſure beas far from accompliſhing 
ourdelign, as God's : leave us equally unpardon'd, 
as unretorm'd, 
NAY alas, ſuch Sorrows as theſe will ra- 
tier lerve to exhanſe than expiare our guilts 3 
they 
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they are loud witneſſes againſt us, that we know 
the malignity of thoſe ſins we commit ; that we 
have poiz'd them, and find them as a talent of !ead 
upon our Souls, and yet prefer them before 
Chriſts /zght burthen : that we have out-vied that 
perverſe Ele&ion wherewith Elihu charges Job, 
and choſen affiid10z rather than innocexce, Fob 
36. 21. and though we have felt the gnawing of 
the Worm, yer ſtill reſolve to cheriſh it, till. it 


_ gains its woful Concomitant of uz2quenchable fire ; 


and ſure this reſolvedneſs, this high fortituae in 
Sin, can with no reafon be imagin'd a prepara- 
tive to its remiſſion, 'twill rather ſerve to 
lift us among Satans Martyrs, than Gods Pen:- 
tents. 

AND indeed if we examine the original of 
this kind of Sorrow, what is there that can with 
any face pretend to an acceptation? Alas! '*tis 
apparent there is no diſlike to the fin ; for the na- 
tural effe& of that, would be the abandoning tr. 
It Thavefall'n intothe mire, common reafoa di- 
rets me, not to fit down and cry that Iam lo de- 
filed ; but tocleanſe and waſh my elf, and be- 
ware of (ſuch another miſadventure. Now Gods 
enmity is purely with the fin: and if we think to 
contrata league with him; we mult eſpoule his 
quarrel, hate what he hates : But in this caſe 'tis 
quite otherwiſe, we diſlike only the coxſequence, 
not the crime; are diſlatisfied to ſee that what is 
ſo pleaſant, will not beſafe: deteſt thoſe rempo- 
tal or eternal miſeries, which God has annext to 
*: whichis upog the _— togrigve not becanſe 
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weare guilty, but God is juſt: andto avert only 
that part of the evi/, of which he owns to be the 
author, that of Puniſhment; whilſt that of Sn, 
45 our own creature, we dandle and careſs. And 
can we think it ſufficient to atone an incenſed 
Majeſty, that we love our own eale, while yet 


we love our fin ſo much better? Is it a verrue to 


have ſome ineffeftive regrets to damnation, and 
ſuch a Vertue too, as ſhall ſerve to ballance all 
our vices? This were indeed a compendious 


courſe to block up Hell gates, and leave nonea | 
poſſibility of ever getting thither, but thoſe who | 


ſcaled the wall and deſperately reſolved to pol- 


ſes themſelves of that place of Torment. But | 


alas, they are other fruits of Repentance that 
mult deliver us from the wrath to come: for 
though I deny not, that the apprehexſion of Dan- 
ger is extremely both reaſonable and uſeful, yet 
"tis only by way of preparative : *tis like the 
Trumpet that gives the 4/arm, and ſets us to the 
battel, but it muſt not pretend to be like thoſe 
of Graeon that atchiev'd the whole victory. To 
ſee our danger, may occalion, but does nor caule, 
or neceſſarily infer an eſcape. I may madly leap 
intothat pit which I ſee gaping to ſwallow me, 
and then my foreſight ſerves only to render me 
my own murderer, In ſhort, if that formidable 
aſpe&t of our Sins, make us run from them, it 
has done vs the happieſt office ; pluckt ws, as 
S. Fude lays, out of the fire : but if our love be (0 
doting, as to counter-charm our fear, if we be 
lo bewitcht with the aeceirfulneſs of fin, that we 

wil 
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will have its Embraces, though we know them 
deadly ; if we weep that we have ſinn'd and yer 
go on to fin; our wilful Gzz/t will defile our 
Jears, but our tears will never cleanſe our guilt. 
Weonly afliſt in the judicature againſt our ſelves; 
and to Gods condemnation add our own: and 
what we call our Penitence, becomes a {ad Atte- 
{tation of our Incorrigiblenels. 

AND as this mere Sorrow will never avail, fo 
neither will a partial and imperfect reformation, 
and that whether it be defective in reſpect of the 
kind, or of the duration : to the former we have 
ſpoken ellewhere, and ſhall not need to repeat : 
bur of the latter there will need no leſs cauti- 
on ; men being apt to obtrude fallacies on them- 
ſelvesin this as much as in the other. Every 
tranſient g/cam of Piety is co: aded to be thar 


' flamein which the Holy Ghoſt deſcended, and 


though it want the main circumſtance of reſting 
on them, yet ſerves to perſonate the Comforter. 
He that whilſt che ſoreneſs of his late pangs of 
conſcience remains, finds himſelf a little indif- 
pos'd for a new career in (in, preſently concludes 
repentance hath had its perfe& work 1n him, made 
that charge and tranimutation, which certainly 
denominates him a zew creature, and yronounces 
his vicious appetites extinit and mortified: when 
alas they are but ftrew'd over with a little pexj- 
tential Aſhes, and will as ſoon as they meet with 
combuſtible matter, any apt temptation, flame 
out as fierce as ever; And God knows the 
event does too often pony atreſt this, atter all 

3 the 
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the ablutions, and purification of their repen- 
rance, their next work is to diveſt them(elves of 
their white robe, and thoſe whom yeſterday you 
{aw in the /aver, today you ſhall find wallowin 
inthe »-ire: and as with far the more guilt, fo 
ſometimes with much the greater coxfidexce, for 
having been ſo waſht: yet ſo ſtrongly are ſome 
mens phancies poſſeſt with their imaginary puri- 
ty, that they are the laſt that take notice how 
the ſcene 1s chang'd : they comfort themlelves, 
that ſin and they have had ſome little sk3rmiſhes, 
though bur preparatory to a cloſer /eague ; that 
they had fixt good purpoſes, though there remain 
nothing viſible but their violation ; and fo will 
call themſelves Chriſts Sheep, though their no- 
rorious impurities witneſs them to belong on- 
ly to that herd into which the Legroz en- 
rred. 

THIS is a deceit which one would think 
ſhould immediately dete ir ſelf, but 'tis ſtrange 
to ſee, how our w/ſbes can preſcribe to our fazth ; 
and what a more than omnipotent power our ſelt- 
love has in reconciling contradictions : yer Ican 
ſcarce think this innate ſtrength of corruption 
had been ſufficient for the purpole, had it not had 
the auxiliary aid of ſome commodious doctrines. 
My preſent deſign 1s ſo far from controverſial, 
that Iam loth to point out any to which I muſt 
expreſs unkindneſs: yet upon this occaſion, I 
jhall refer it to conſideration, whether that me- 
thod which has been us'd to quiet ſome Conlci- 
ences, be not very apt to ſtupihie more, "—_ [ 
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ſee one who from his preſent reigning fins, regu- 
larly infersthe illneſs of his ſtate ; that is yer by 
his Caſuiſt diverted from that proſpe&, and bid 
look back to ſee, whether no part of his life at- 
forded any Evidence of true Grace; and if he 
can but remember any ſuch time, is warranted 
to make that his Epecha, from whence to date his 
infallible aſſurance ; is told that that immortal ſeed, 
though it may be covered,yet cannot be choaked ; 
but will moſt certainly ſpring up unto Eternal 
life : When] ſay, I ce this cafie remedy preſcrib'd 
to his fears, 'twill be obvious for me to compound 
my ſelf an Antidote from the fame Ingreatents : 
to fix my Eye upon ſome mark of Regeneration 
which at ſome time or other, I either have, or 
phancied to have had upon me, and with the ſted- 
faſt beholding of that, as of the brazex Serpent, 
be fortified againſt all the venome of my fiery Luſts : 
Caſt in this one ſtick, and with it (ſweeten all the 
waters of Mayah, ſecure me againſt all the bit- 
ter effets of my prelent guilts. How fatal an 
influence ſuch diſcourlings as theſe are apt to 
have on praQice, 1s too obvious both in the cauſe 
and effe&t: I need not examine the authority of 
that grand Principle on which they are founded ; 
ſince if that were admitted, yet it will not juſtifie 
the before-mention'd Superſtructure : for ſuppoſe 
it receiv'd as an infallible truth, that grace if true 
can never be loſt: yet 'tis by the confeſſion of 
all, ſo eahie to be deceiv'd in judging what is fo, 
and our partialities to our ſelves are fo likely to 
betray us to that deceit; that theſe Corolaries 
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men deduce thence for their perſonal aſſurance, 
can never partake of the ſuppos'd infallibility of 
thoſe premiſles they derive from, and conſequent- 
lyare much too ſlight a bafis for men to truſt with 
logreat a weight, as 1n that of their preſent comfort 
and future ſtate. 

SEVERAL other pernicious errors there 
are in the matter of Repentance which men fall in- 
to, ſhall l ſay, or rather aſpire to ; make it their 
ambition to be under their covert and patronage, 
and with extreme Violence to their reaſor as well 
as relivion, climb up to thoſe caſtles in the air, and 
there fortifie themſelves impregnably againſt all 
the ſacred Artillery of Divine threats. Their 
falſe confidences ſerve them as feather-beds, not on- 
iy to ſleep ſecurely in, but to dead all bullets that 
are ſhot againſt them. Bur of all thoſe deceitful 
refuges, there 1s none more treacherous, and yet 
more conhdently and univerſally reſorted to, than 
that of a Repextance in reverſion, to commence no 
body knows when, ſome months or years hence, 
when this buſineſs is difpatchr, that luſt ſatiated ; 
or indeed to bear the ſame date (if not a later ) 
with their laſt Will and Teſtament. This is that 
unhappy retreat to which thouſands fly as the rout- 
ed Sprtazs to Uphek, 1 Kings 20, 3o. till they are 
entomb'd in that wall,whole ſhelter they ſolicited: 
How deſperate the hazard of ſuch procraſtination 
iS, hath been ſo convincingly demonſtrated by 
better Pens; that trumpet hath been blowed la 
ioud by all our ſpiritual warchmen, that there re- 
mains no: hinzleaſonable, tut tro wonder whence 

men 
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men have got that Lerhe which ſecures them their 
ſleep in ſpight of that 4/arm: and certainly 'tis 
matter of the greateſt aſtoniſhment to oblerve 
the ſtupid, yet common boldneſs of men, who ſo 
fearleſly expoſe themlelves to this moſt formi- 
dable of perils ; who yet in things of far leſs dan- 
ger and lighter conſequence are fo nicely timo- 
rous, that no ſecurity 1s thought enough, every 
the remoteſt danger to their outward concerns, 
excites their preſent vigilance to avert it: bur 
here that order is moſt abſurdly inverted, and the 
preſent imminent danger 1s afſign'd and pur offto 
their future care. Let the Phyſician tell them he 
obſerves ſome Symptomes of a latent eMalady, 
ſome aptitudes or fir{t Cauſes of a Diſeaſe ; what 
haſte is there made to meet that Enemy i the 
frontiers, before it advance too far? All Arts of 
prevention are us'd, and ſuch uneafie remedtes ſub- 


-mitted to, as perhaps out-bid the pazz of the Dif- 


eaſe. In like manner let a Lawyertell them he has 
ſpied ſome defe& in an extail, which may perhaps 
in the next age give ſome interruption to their 
deſign of having their houles endure for ever, Pſal. 
47. how ſolicitous are they to repair that error, 
and leave nothing to the mercy of a Law-quirk ? 
And in both caſes thank the vigilant care of their 
informer that gave them notice of their danger : 
Bur let the Divzze tell them he ſees their Souls 
languiſhing under the moſt mortal diſeaſes; that 
they have actually forfeited their inheritance in 


 thelandofthe living, they can hear it uncon- 


cernedly ; ſay, or at leaſt think thoſe cares are ta 
be- 
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be remitted to Felzx his more convenient ſeaſon, 
that when their Boazes are as infirm as their Souls, 
then care may be taken for both together. That 
tis enough for their irirual Life to commence, 
when the aaturalis expiring, and then to provide 
for everlaſting Habitations, when they are putting 
off their Earthly Tabernacle: as for the thanks 
they give their eMoniter, 'ris generally the ſame 
that S. Pe! received from the Galatians, to 
count him their exemy for telling them the Truth, 
Gal. 4. 16. but alas he has no reaſon to reſent the 
injury, fince 'tis but the ſame they offer to their 
neareſt and moſt intimate friend, that Angel guar- 
dian whick God and Nature has placed within 
their own breaſts, I mean their Conſcience : ler 
that at any time whiſper the ſame admonition, 
and iramediately they cry out as Ahab to Eliah, 
Haft thou found me O my enemy? All arts are us'd 
to convey themſelves out of its Reach, Buſineſs, 
or Company, or Drink, or any thing is ſolicited 
ro come in to their reſcue, that in that throng 
they may deceive its purſuit, or at leaſt in that 
louder noiſe drown its voice ; and is not this to 
look on it as their Enemy, whilethey ſhun it as 
a Malefattor does the Ufficer? yet I appeal to 
the breaſts of thoſe, who lean upon the broken 
Reed of a late Repentance, whether this be not the 
caſe with them : let me tell them whether they 
dare truſt themſclves alone with their Conſcience, | 
give it opportunity of ſpeaking freely co them, of | 
having before them the mad adventure they make | 
of their precious Souls; which they do not only | 
LE | expoſe 
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expoſe toas many hazards of a ſwift damnation, 
as there are accidents which may furprize their 
bodies with a ſudden death; but do beſides by this 
reſiſtance repel and quench that Spirir, without 
which they can never hope to effe& that ſonece(- 
ſary, ſo difficult a work ; nay, I may, I fear, ask 
ſome of them, whether they have not ſo often 
ſhunned theſe parleys, that their Coxſciences like 
an abusd Friend, has at laſt given them over, ceaft 
to purſue them with more of thoſe unwelcome 
importunities; and by its filence left them ſe- 
cur'd from all noiſe which may diſturb that trea- 
cherous ſleep into which they have lulled them- 
ſelves. To thoſe who are thus given upto the 
ſpirit of ſlumber, I cannot hope to ſpeak loud 
enough to rouze them ; but to thoſe that are but 
of the former rank, that have not yet fo proſper'd 
in their unkind deſign againſt themſelves, as quite 
to have alienated their boſom friend, that are yer 
within the reach of thoſe amica verbera, the ſtripes 
and reproofs of their own Conſcience ; to ſuch [ 
would addreſs with this moſt affe&ionate perits- 
on, that they would not ſeek to remove them- 
ſelves from that wholſeome diſcipline ; that they 
would not fly that Chirurgcon whoſe Lancet threa- 
tens none but the 7mpoſthumated parts ; but ra- 


| ther chuſe to be ſhewed the formidablene(s of 


their Danger, than by a blind embracing it, to pe- 
riſhin ir. And ifthey have but any genera] con- 
fus'd inclinations to this ſo reaſonable a requeſt, 1 
ſhall then put on more {olemnity, aſſume to come 
asan F.zvey from tho! dreaded once of 

theirs, 
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theirs, to mediate an enterview, to propoſe the 
fixing ſome time of parley, and beſpeak their pa- 
tience tohear it out: And let them but grant this, 
let them but dare todo ſo much in order to their 
own fafety, and Ican ſcarce think it poſſible they 
ſhould after retainthat daring, which only tends 
to their ruine. Ina word, let men ſeriouſly and 
attentively liſten to that voice within them, and 
they will certainly need no other wedium, to con- 
vince them either of the error or danger of thus 
procraſtinating their Repeztance, which them- 
ſelves acknowledge muſt not upon their utmoſt 
peril be finally omitted, and yet nothing but an 

immediate diſpatch can ſecure it ſhall nor. 
'TWILL be needleſs to deſcend to a parti- 
cular view of more of theſe deceits, they will ea- 
fily be deteted by this one general Rule, that 
whatſoever falls ſhort of a preſent, univerſal, per- 
manent Change,falls as much ſhort of Repentaxce. 
All the pretences that are made upon any other 
ſcore are but as the Garments of the elder brother, 
put upon the back of the younger, which though 
they mightdeludea blind !fazc, will never be able 
to deceive an all-ſeeing God. All that remains is to 
offer to the Readers conſideration, how nearly 
he is concern'd to guard himſelf againſt all delu- 
fions'in this ſo important an affair. It was an an- 
cient Stratavem of War to poiſon the Waters in 
an Enemies Camp, that ſo they may drink their 
own deaths : bur Saraz has here far out-vied that 
Policy. Were but our Nouriſhment infected, 
we had ſtill a recourſe left us to Medicine ; bur 
here 
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here he has envenom'd our very Phylick, and 
what c#re remains for thole whole very remedies 
are their diſeaſe ? When that Bath which was de- 
ſign'd tocleanle us, '1s it {elf polluted, we may 
well cry out as Dionyſius of the corrupted River 
of Alexandria, Toioy tyevolo av mira xabaigyl0. 
od IG. vd\wp Ao xabapoioyy what Flood ſhall 
cleanſe theſe Waters? Where can we be ſecure, 


when our Repextance ( which the Apoſtle, 2 Tins. 


2, 26, ſuppoſes the Means of diſentangling us) is 
it ſelf become our Snare? This as it loudly pro- 
claims our danger, ſoſurely in all reaſon it ſhould 
awake our care, teach us not to ſuffer our ſelves to 
be abus'd with deluſive appearances and ſhadows 
of Repentaxce, leſt we finally find that Ix:0-like 
we haveembraced a Cloud. W hat an amazing de- 
feat will it bero him, who preſumes his Tears 
have blotted out the hard-wriring againſt him, to 
find the full bill brought in at the great Aſhzeſ 
and thoſe he call'd his penzrential ſorrows here, to 
prove but the Prologue to that Tragedy which 
ends in weeping and gnaſhing of teeth ! And there: 
fore let every one timely provide againſt that fa- 
tal ſurprize, uſe this excellent receipt, not as a 
Coſmetick only to beautihe the face, . give. him 
ſome fair appearance to himſelf, but as Medicine 
to reſtore health ; reduce him to ſuch an 4thle- 
zick vigorous Habit, as may evidence it ſelf in 
all vzzal Actions, which will prove the belt evi- 
dences in ourlaſt trial, where the inquiſition will 
not be ſo much upon our Mouths or Eyes, as up- 
on our Hands : not how many confeſo75 we nave 

made, 
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made, or how many ?ears ſhed, but what as of 
Vertue we have (ubſtituted in the room of our Vi- 
ces: whether we have broken off our ſins by rieh- 
zcouſneſs, and our Tniquities by ſhewing mercy to the 
Poor ; and without this 'tis infallibly certain, our 
Chriſtianity will be as ineffeual ro our Bf, as 
it 15to our Pzety : if we will not permir it here to 
bring us to the obediezce of Servants, it ſhall never 
inſtate us hereafter in the inheritance of Sons. 


CHAF. VIEL 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs arifing from Miſtakes con- 
cerning Almighty God, and the methods of his 


Providence. 


O theſe Miſtakes of our ſelves and inte- 
reſts, we have added others allo concern- 
ing God, which are no leſs deſtructive 

to Chriſtian Pracice, for as the right knowledze 
of Goa 4s by our Saviour, Foh. 17. 3. put as the Epi- 
tome and (umm of all that leads to 5/zf, to our 
miſprifions and miſapprehenſions of him, are no 
lets remarkable for the contrary effets ; nor can 
we {uppole it otherwiſe, when we remember that 
this is the grand work and baſis of all Religion, 
and therefore if this foundation be deccitſully laid, 
the ſuperſiruFure muſt neceſſarily fink and periſh : 
and in this ſence *cis- poſſible for us at once to 
build on the Rock and the Sendtoo' ; we may tix 

our 
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our faith intentionally on God, and yet by abſurd 
notions and unwarranted conceits of him, defeat 
in the particulars what we eſtabliſh'd in the groſs 3 
repreſent him fo utterly diſtant from what he is, 
that under that diſguiſe he will aot much appear, 
either an Encourager or Rewarder of our Hzezy, 
and then we may gueſs how 'tis likely to flouriſh 
ſince the Apoltle gives it as a Fundamextal Axiom, 
Heb. 11.6. That he who comes to God muſt believe 
that hew, and that he ts a rewarder of them which 
diligently ſeek him. 

O F theſe miſtakes concerning God, there are 
divers; many morethan the defign'd brevity of 
this diſcourſe will admit me ro examine. TI ſhall 
only mention #hree, thole are, Firſt, concerning 
his Decrees, Secondly, his Attributes, Thirdly, 
his Providence. 

BY his Decrees, I mean not thoſe ſtanding 
rules which he has in his Word ſet forth as the 
meaſures by which he will diſtribute rewards and 
puniſhments ; but thoſe ſecret purpoſes of his Will, 
which he neither commands us to ſearch after, 
nor will permit us to know. Thar there are 
many Miſtakes concerning theſe, the numberle(s 
Diſputes that have been raisd about them will 
ſufficiently atteſt, it being impoſſible for two 
Contradictory Opinions to be both zre, though 
in things of this abſtrule nature 'tis very poſſible 
both may be falſe. *Tis not my purpoie to wade 
into thoſe bottomleſs controverſies which like 
a Gulph have [wallowed up ſo much time and in- 
duſtry of learned men: I ſhall only in general 
commend 
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commend. it tothe Readers conlideration, whe- 
ther it be probable, or indeed poſlible for thoſe 
Opinions to be zrue which infer fa/þood in God ? 
And then ler the ſecond enquiry be, whether that 
be not too evidently the reſult of thoſe diſcour- 
ſes which ſer an Oppolition between his revealed 
and his ſecret Will, his commands and his De- 
crees, making the one a blind for the better exe- 
cution of the other? as if all the Tranſportation 
and Zeal he expreſſes for us, all the paſſionate 
enamouring invitations he makes 70 us, were only 


to ſport himſelf with our credulity : like the di- 


vertiſement of thole Men, who court them for 
Wives, whom they would abhor to marry : nay, 
aSifall the proteſtations and moſt folema oaths of 
God, were delign'd but to advance the deluſion, 
and raiſe expectations, merely to defeat them. 
This is ſuch a ſevere fort of Irony, as we would all 
think nor only unkind but unjuſt ina man; and 
*ris not poſſible that God, who appeals to us con- 
cerning the equality of his ways, ſhould fall ſhort 


of the {trieſt meaſures among us,or exemplitie to 


us an unfincerity he forbids us to follow. 

HOW, very inauſpicious influence ſuch 4v- 
arinesare apt to have on pradtice is too vilible, 
for ſince 'tis as well the inſtin&t as duty of our 


nature to aſpire to an afſimilation with God, even 


that moſt laudable and. generous ambition ſhall 


by this means become our ſnare ; for when God | 
ſhall be thus miſrepreſented to us, drawn out by | 
the black Lines, not only of ſeverity, but decerr, | 
rendred a Falfificr of his ! 2:4, nay Oath; 'twill | 
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give not only temptation but warrant to the like 
Practices : we ſhall eaſily ſwallow up all the par- 
ticular commands of God, in that fundamental 
one of being like him; as we are tavght himſelf 
has done both his commands and promiſes ia his 
hidden Decrees. This is fo natural a piece of Lo- 
gick, that 'tis very unſafe men ſhould be truſted 
with thoſe premiſſes whence 'tis deriv'd. And 
though we are not over-apt to tranſcribe that Co- 
God does really ſet us, yet this ſpurious one 
will not mifs to be taken our : thar pravity of our 
nature which hinders in the one, exciting and 
ſpurring us on in the other, This is a way tore- 
concile our Vices with our reputation, and fin 
cum Privilegio; and there is little doubt of mens. 
aptnels to uſe that advantage; we ce it in lower 
inſtances. The ices of a Prince draw ſholes of 
followers, when' his virtze leaves him the more 
eminent, becauſe ſingle, and renders him rather 
revered than imitated : And certainly *'twas none 
of the Devils ſlighteſt fratagems on the Gentile 
world, to give them ſuch Goas as might exempli- 
fie to them all thoſe odzous crimes, wherein he de- 
fir to immerſe them. Whether this may nor be 
a branch ofthe ſame Nluſion, I wiſh the Propug- 

ners of this doctrine would ſeriouſly conſider. 
AND as ſeveral i#s are hereby countenanc'd 
and authoriz'd; fo 1s all virrze in general diſcou- 
raged and diſheartned;, this benums us in out 
Chriſtian courſe, ſubſtrats that ſpirit and vi- 
gour, which ſhould Earry us through the weary 
ſtages of duty : indeed it, cuts” the very-firews, of 
M Iiduſtry, 
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Induſtry, baffles and makes ridiculous all perpo- 
ſes of Labour ; for what ſhould invite a man-to 
ſtrive for that, from which he knows he :s either 
- trreverfibly precluded, or elle lo infallibly aſcer- 
tain'd of, that his negligence cannot defeat him ? 
Thels are ({uch extremes as afford no middle, 
wherein the virtue of induſtry may exiſt, hope 
being equally out-dated by the defperareneſs'or 
unneceflarineſs of an underraking : and how ne- 
ceſſary hope 15 toexcite endeavour we may learn 
of S. Paul, 1 Cor, I5. 5. where he preſſes his Co- 
rinthians to the conſtancy of Chriſtian Practice: | 
fipon this ground, that their /abour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord, Burt according to ſome mens 
doarine, 'tis ſcarce poſſible for a man to know 
whether his labour be in vain or no ; fince the et- 
fe of.it depends not upon the revealed promiſe, 
bur fecret purpoſe of God, and who knows whe- 
ther there may not lie ſome Dormaxt Decrees 
againft him, which when he chinks he has run his 
race, (hall yet deftear him of his Crows, Wherher 
a reward thus ſtated will much animate meas di- 
ligence, Imay leave every man to judge by the 
Iike circumſtances in their ſecular concerns ; and 
if chey tind they would there damp their courage, 
difpirit and diſhearten them from attempting, 
there will be ſure more reaſon to conclude it 10 
theſe f3ritual Aﬀairs, wherein our induſtry is 
commonly much lefs indefatigable. 

BUT Tihall nor farther inſiſt on the ill conſe- 
quences of particular miſtakes ; there is one fan: 
damental error, which ifit could be cured, would 
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ſuperſede all rhe reft ; I mean our bold folly in 
meating with Gods Decrees, which we call hidden, 
and yet ridiculouſly confute that Epithet by pre- 
tending to know them. This is ſo much an in- 
ſolence as forfeits the compariſon, which might 
belong to ir asan error 3 we ſee ſecular States jea- 
fouſly reſerve their private Connfels ; and ſhall we 
think God fo ſcrutable, our ſelves ſo penetra- 
ring, that none of his ſecrets can eſcape us? Or 
if we think him, -as indeed he is, unfathomasle, 
why do we thus madly attempt what we confeſs 
imprſſible ? Efpeciaily ſince we ſhall not only loſe 
the thing we lo vainly purſue, but others which 
we might elſe enjoy. 'Tis as if a man ſhould be fo 
tranſported with a buſie earneſtneſs of knowing 
his Princes Secrets, as quite to forget his Laws, 
and incur capital puniſhment. God has given us 
rules of life, which upon the (evereſt penalties he 
requires us to ftudy and practiſe; and we divert 
from theſe, and make it our buſineſs to trace his 
Connſels, Wearegazing at the Stars toread our 
deftiny, and look not to our feet; and by that 
negligence experiment the worſt fate they could 
have portended : for I think we may ſay our wild 
Phancies about Gods Decrees, have in event re- 
probated more than thoſe Decrees, upon which 
they are ſo willing to charge their ruine, and 
have bid fair to'the damning of many, whom 
thoſe left ſalvable. And indeed 'tis to be expeR- 
ed from Divine Juſtice, that ſuch bold Inquiſitgrs 
ſhould find nothing but their own Deſtructian. 
That Ark which deyoutly reverenced' brought 
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bleſſi-gs, when curiouſly pried intodiffus'd Peftt- 
lence and Death, 1 Sam. 6. 19. Nay the very Po- 
ets will tell us, that if we will have Promethem 
his Fire, we muſt take Pandora's Box alſo: and 
ſure Induſtry cannot be worſe laid out than thus 
tofetch home Plagnes, and while ſo much of it 
runs waſte to ſuch unhappy purpoſes, 'tis no 
wonder if we want for better ; forget our calling 
by contemplating our predeſtination ; and let the 
Opinion of our fate be at once the Encourage- 
ment and excule of our florh, than which nothing 
can more evacuate the purpoſe and delign of our 
Chriſtianity, which Divines have truly defin'd 
£o be not a contemplative but ative Science. 

T O the ſame unhappy Effet concur our Mr 
Rakes of Gods Attributes, if I may call them Mt- 
ſtakes, which ſeem ro be rather wilful Neſcience, 
they being ſo delineated to us both in his Word 
and his Providences, that tis not want of light, 
but winking againſt it that muſt leave us 1gno- 
rant. What the ſpeculative errors are in this 
matter concerns not my preſent deſign to exa- 
mine: but there ſeem to be {ome Miſperſwalſions 
concerning the Divine Attributes, which do re- 
markably tend in their conſequence and effe, 
to the corrupting mexs manners ; nay, lookas it 
they were delign'd, and affeedly choſen for that 
purpoſe ; I mean, eſpecially thoſe concerning his 
Faſticeand eMercy, which being the Areribures in 
which we have the moſt immediate Concern, the 
Errors in them are the more noxious and deſtru- 
@ve. Of this fort is that narrow ſcanty nation 
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too many have of Gods Juſtice, which we meaſure 
not by him but our ſelves, and therefore propor- 
tion it not according to his z»firity, but our own 
concerns. That is an Attribute from which we 
promiſe to our ſelves no advantage, and therefore 
weare willing to contract and ſhrink it up, make 
it ſerve only as a Cypher to advance mercy, but are 
unwilling to underſtand it in its proper Extent ; 
think it a word of form put in to complete the 
greatneſs of Gods Style, rather than any zntri»ſick 
part f his nature, which he mult deny himſelf to 
ut off. 

: THUS do we facrilegiouſly ſteal from God 
a part of his being, and while other Sacriledges 
invade only his patrimony, this commits a riot 
upon his very nature ; yet as if we meant the Pro- 
verb ſhould indemaifie us, and Exchange extin- 
guith the Robbery, we add to another attribute 
what we have defaulkt from this, and amplifie 
and extend his Mercy, as much as we confine and 
Iimic his Fuftice ; that is the one infinite Ocean, 
wherein not only we, but himſelf muſt be ſwal- 
lowed up. We will think of him under no other 
notion, nor allow him to be any other thing, but 
what ſhall be in ſubſerviency to this: we will have 
him Powerful ro re/ieve our Diſtreſſes, but nor 
to revenge our Crimes; Wile to defeat the ma- 
chinations of our Enemies, but not to circumvent 
our own indire or impious Policies ; All-ſee- 
jng to behold our Wants and Griefs, but not to 
aiſcers our cloſer Guilts; True to perform his 
Promiſes, but not his Threats, In ſhort, we 
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model all that is in God to our own wiſhes; and 
initead of believing him what he is, phancy him 
what we would have him. Like M:cha,Fudg.17.5. 
making us a God for our own peculiar uſe, and 
torming the Deity we mean to worſhip. A ftrange 
bold Invertfion, for Creatures thus to faſhion their 
Creator, put their own ftamp or impreſs upon 
him, aad ſhape him to their Phancies. And in- 
deed *cis nothing but Pharcy that has to doin this 
Attempt, and accordingly it muſt vaniſh as the 
operations of thar illufive Faculty uſe todo. We 
may reprelent God to our ſelves as we pleaſe, 
but that has no more real :»flzence on him, than a 
deforming Optick-glaſf has on the Object 1t dil- 
guiſes, he is ſtill che ſame amidit all our wild 
concgits of him, and will always make good the 
ticle, by which he deliveced himſelf tro Moſes, 
Exod. 3.14. Tamthat Tam, Allthatis in him 1s 
cqually immenſe and infinite, his mercy need not 
invade his jſtic? ro gain it ſelf a larger field of 
action, which is already (as the P/a/mi#t ſpeaks) 
over all his works ; neither his juſtice encroach 
upon his wercy, that having alſo a Province wide 
enough; all impenitent ſinners being within its 
Verge, and God knows how much ſoever we 
ſtraiten it in our opinions, we do indeed too 
much extend it in its rea/ force, by rendring our 
ſelves the proper objeas of it. In ſhort, God 
who is the author of order and peace, cannot be 
ſuppos'd to be in coxffior within himſelf; the di- 
vine Attributes are not in rife, but perfect har- 
mony ; *tis we only that have rais'd this _ 
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than Gzgantick war, not only agaiz/t Heaven, but 
init. The ſeveral Luminarzes purſue the regular 
motions of the Spheres ; but we confound ar once 
the Laws of their Creation, and their Author too, 
ſtrive to ecliple and darken the father of light. 
But if the removing of an earthly Land-mark be 
a crime puniſhable both by God and man, what 
Thunder-bolts belong to thoſe who thus attempr 
to ſet new Boundaries to Heaven, to limit and 
meaſure out even the divize Nature, by the pro- 
portions of their own Pharcies, and indeed ſuch 
temerity as this, 1s too like to confute it elf, 
and feel that Julitice 1t will not believe ; yet as 
reat and daring a crime as it 1s, I fear there are 
tew that can totally acquit themſelves of it : for 
though all dilavow it, yet he that ſhall narrowly 
{earch his own heart, will ſcarce find it clear 
from all degrees of it: We are all apt to cheriſh 
a flutering hope, that God is not ſo ſevere as he is 
repreſented, or that if in reſpect of his Juſtice 
he be a conſuming pover, yet that Mercy will be 
ſure to ſnatch us out of the bxyrzizz ; like the An- 
oels to Lot, aſſiit our Eſcapes, and provide us 2 
Zyoar, that our Souls may live : and this Hope 
though founded only in our wiſhes, is very apt to 
ſlide into our faith, and make us believe what we 
would have : by which means this becomes a 
kind of Epidemici Herelie, the molt frequent and 
common miſperſwaſion that occurs concerning 

the divine Attributes. 
IT would bea work more long than uſeful to 
recite the ſeveral errors that have ſprung from 
M 4 by this 
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this one. That of Orizer, that the Devils ſhould 
finally be faved, is a noted and pregnant Inſtance, 
. Which could be derived from nothing but this 
unequal apprehenſion of Gods Juſtice and Mer- 
cy : And beſiles all other ancient, we have many 
branches of a later growth, that ſpring from the 
{ame root, a ſet of plaulible falſities, which would 
quench the «zquenchable Fire, and kill the never 
dyinz Worm ; 1 mean thoſe allaying ſoftning de- 
ſcriptions ſome of this age have made of Hell, 
ſome changing the 4:4, others abating the #- 
enſenefs, or at leaſt the duration of thoſe Tor- 
ments, each ſubſtrating ſo much from this To- 
phet, that they have left Arheifman eaſie task to 
tike away the reit : and may give ſuſpicion they 
mean to viſit that place, which they are ſo indu- 
{trious to make eaſe. 

BUT whatever they do themfelves, *tis ſure 
this is the way to ſend others thither, to take off 
their fears of it, ro make them think it not ſo 
dreadful] a place as they once ſuppos'd, and con- 
{equently leſs careful to decline the ways that 
lead to it. ?Tis indeed too obvious that ſuch per- 
{waſions do mightily impugn Chriſtian Pratice, 
and embolden men in fin: And God knows we 
need no ſuch encouragement ; the more general 
fallacious hopes of Mercy being too ſufficient 
for that purpoſe without theſe ſupernumerary 
deceits : but between the one and the other, Lz- 
bertiniſm is like to out-grow all reſt:aints, and 
the opinion of Gods goodneff inſtead of /eading 
men to repentance, will ſlacken thoſe reins wang 
; KA wit 
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with our brutiſh Nature ſhould be bridled and 
reſtrain'd, and we thus left unto the ſway of 
luſt and paſſion, muſt run head-long upon ruine, 
as the horſe ruſheth into the Battel. For alas, we 
are not ſo generozs as to do well for Virtues- 
ſake, nay nor ſo provident as to do it for Re- 
ward; *tis our fear that is the molt prevalent in- 
centive, and accordingly we find religion gene- 
rally makes her firlt impreſſions there., They are 
the terrors of the Lord that do moſt uſually and 
molt effetually perſvade men, 2 Cor.5.11. our 
Hearts muſt be pricked, and at thoſe Orifices pie- 
ty enters. Now when all theſe terrors ſhall be ſu- 
perſeded by the opinion of an overwhelming mer- 
cy, when He/lſhall either be annihilated, or ſup- 

$d fo to annihilate us, that we ſhall loſe our 
paſſiveneſs with our being, and be as uncapable of 
ſufering, as evea Heaven it ſelf can make us, 
what will be left to engage us to virtre, or deter 
us from vice? Alas, do we not often ſee a daring 
Luſt bid 4atte/ to all the artillery of Heaven, meet 
God in his loudeſt Thunder, and venture on dam- 
nation 11 its dreadfulleit form? And can we think 
it will be more modeſt, when it ſhall be told that 
they are only edgeleſs weapons it hath to encoun- 
ter * That Gods Thunder amidſt all its noiſe car- 
ries no bot? And that the Flames of the bottom- 
leſs Pit, are bur a painted fire, that at a diſtance 
may fright, but not hurt us, or at leaſt ſo hurt us, 
that we ſhall not feel it? When thoſe rubs which 
fear interpos'd are thus removed, there 1s no- 


thing to ſtay the courle of headlong riot, but 
pre- 
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ecipitioully it will on, where ever #roxg defire 
Fall drive, or flattering luſt allure : he that loved 
his fin, even when it threatned him ruzze, ſerv'd 
it aſſiduouſly, when it promiſed no other wages 
than death, Rom. 6. 23. how will he hug this vz- 
per when he thinks 'tis ſtingleſs, and give up his 
ear to be bored by that Maſter, which affords him 
preſent pleaſures without future ſtripes? We ſee 
even in Civil matters the preſumption of Impunity 
15 the great »«r/e of Diſorders, and if it were not 
for the coercive power of Laws we ſhould ſoon 
ſee how little the direive would lignifie ; and 
doubrleſs tis the ſame in ſpiritual or rather worſe, 
by how much we are more bent upon the break- 
ing of Gods Laws than mens, and conſequently 
will be the more apprehenſive of any Encourage- 
ment. 

OF the truth hereof our experience gives too 
fad proof, none ruſhing ſo boldly upon God's ju- 
ftice, as thoſe who have molt fortified themſelves 
againſt the dread of it, as if they meant their pra- 
# ic: ſhould experiment the truth of their ecula- 
tion, and make the utmoſt trial whether God can 
be provok'd or no. Indeed men uſe mercy as amaz'd 
Paſfengers ſometimes do a plank in a ſhipwrack, 
lay ſo much weight upon it, as ſinks both it and 
themſelves; ſo periſhing by too great a confi- 
dence of their reſcue, and finding a G«/ph where 
they expected an Art : not that I ſuppoſe Mercy 
unable to ſupport the weight of all the Per/ops, 
nay, and of all the fs in the world, which have 
not the one ponderous adherezt of Impenitence 

ſuper- 
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ſuperadded ; but that is a burthen which even the 
divine C/emency finks under, refuſes to plead ſuch 
a cauſe, and refers it to J«ſtice as its proper 
Court : And therefore to {in on,in hope of mercy, 
15 to undermine our ſelves, and commit a folly as 
abſurd as ruinous; I wiſhI could fay 'twere not 
alſoas frequent : but God knows'tis every where 
00 apparent 53 Men openly avow it, ſo that *ris 
become the vulgar an{wer to every convicting 
Reproof, that God & merciful; And ſurely they 
that obſerve the growth of Vice,tince our new de- 
ſcriptions of Hell came abroad, will have cauſe to 
think the one has had no {mall influence on the 
other, and that while ſome have made it borrow 
the uneafinefs of our humane ſtate to make up its 
rorments; they have taken care it ſhould be juſt, 
and fend us back fins of a greater magnitude. This 
miſerable traffick have theſe FaCtors ſetled, be- 
tween the preſent world and the infernal region, 
thatHell ſhould haveEarths paizs,and Earth Hells 
wickedneſs; the later alas we are too fully poſſeſt 
of, which is like to ſend roo many ſouls to diſcover 
the deceit of the other. In fine, our groundleſs 
confidences of mercy, and rholſe other Chimers's 
we forge out of that, are certainly the molt fre- 
quent and dangerous underminers of Chriſtian 
practice: theſe like the Sz give heat and vigour 
to thoſe inordinate luſts which a juſt fear of vex- 
geaxce would asa winters froſt nip, and deſtroy : 
And till we lay by theſe ealie {light thoughts of 
God, and conſider him in thoſe more awful attri- 


butes which exact our reverence, his mercy will 
7 only 
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only ſerve to ripen us for his judgment ; that 
ſmooth and gentle property in God, which to all 
who abuſe it not is indeed the oz/ of gladneff, will 
rhus perverted acquire the more fatal quality of 
Oil, ſerve only to intend our flames, and remove 
us as far from the rewards of Piety, as our bold 
phancies have done from the pradtice. 

A third ſort of miſtakes there are by which 
Piety is obſtructed, and thoſe are ſuchas concern 
Gods providence, about which the world has long 
ſince had many diſputes; ſome entirely denying 
!t, as preſuming God ſo wholly taken up with the 
contemplation and enjoyment of his own felici- 
ty, that he is utterly inconſiderate of that of 
his creatures, and an unconcern'd fpetFator of hu- 
mane affairs; others limiting and reſtraining it 
to thoſe things onl which themſelves were 
pleag'd to think worthy of the divine inſpeCtion 
and conduct : But theſe queſtions have been more 
bandied among Philoſophers than Chriſtians, and 
therefore are beyond our preſent enquiry. Yet 
give me leave by the way to expreſs my fears,that 
theſe errors have yet ſome ſecret rooting in too 
many hearts ; that there are many who rather 
formally /ay, than cordially believe, that God go- 
rerns the World, and diſpoſes as well of humane 
as divine things ; a ſuſpicion that is rendred too 
probable by thoſe indireCt arts Men uſe, to poſ- 
ſefs themſelves of ſecular advantages ; for did 
they ſeriouſly think, that all thoſe things are in 
Gods hands,from whence they are neither ſtrong 
nor cunning enough, either to wreft or pilfer 
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them, 'tis ſcarce imaginable they ſhould attempt 
. ſuch painful impoſſibilities, diſquiet themſelves 
in vain,as the P/a/mift ſpeaks, and which is worſe, 
forfeit all title to them as Gods gifts, by this aſſu- 
ming to make them their own. Burt this is a diſ- 
quifition I mult leave every Man to make in his 
own heart ; only let me ſay, that he that has 
there any doubt of Gods univerſal or particular 
providence, has alſo in it the root of all «zchri/t:- 
an Sins, of Diſtruſt, Solicitude,and Fraud: there 
being nothing that can effeCtually ſuperſede our 
own carkings and contrivances for our ſelves, but 
the aſſurance that God cares for us. Men being 
{till apt to ſcramble, where there is none from 
whom they expeQ an orderly and ſufficient diſtri- 
bution, and therefore this error where-ever it 1s 
tound, may well be reckon'd among the impe- 
ders of Chriſtian duty. 
BU T beſides thoſe who thus doubt of Provi- 
dence, there are others liable to great miſtakes; 
I mean thoſe who to their ju# belief of Gods Pro- 
vidence, ſuperadd a groundleff confidence of their 
own $kill in fathoming it; that are not content 
to know itin its produtt and event, but pretend 
to diſcern it in its moſt ſecret deſignments and 
purpoſes ; and do not ſo much reverſe God's 
diſpenſations, as ixterpret them. I do not here 
mean to condemn all particular applications of 
providential Events, which are ſometimes ſo ex- 
traordinary and remarkable, that they are their 
own expoſitors, and point out the conſtruction we 
are to make: and an humble advertence unto 
ſuch, 
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ſuch, 15 not only innocent but neceflary : but 
when Men ſhall attempt to read every line in 
God's hand, to make their own inference from 
every efflux of Providence; theſe pretenders to 
divine Palmiſtry, ſeem to differ only thus much 
from thole who make a trade of the nets- 
ral, that they Cheat themſelves as well as 
others. 

YET there want not ſome who have gone 
yet farther, and think not only to ander Hand 
Providence, but afi# it : not only trace it in all 
its intricate windings, and concealed imtendments, 
but help it in the execution, and give birth to its 
conceptions : Of this ſort elpecially are thoſe, who 
having poſſeſt their, brains with ſome conjectural 
expolitions of obſcure prophecies, wilt admini- 
ſer to providence, and call out thoſe events they 
expeCt: and as if they were conſcious that God 
would not make good their dreams, endeavour to 
do it themfelves.' Thus age has afforded too ma- 
ny inſtances of this, when the fulfilling of Pro- 

hecres has by fone been made the folemn ſum- 
mons to rebellion axd bloud : and'in order to the 
hating and dcſtroyins of the whore, Rev.17.1. Men 
have been animated to hate and deſtroy all who 
were not infected with their own Phrenzy. This 
we know has been calPd rhe helping of the Lord 
azainit the mighty, and ſomething more than vo- 
tive Curſes awarded to thoſe who refus'd to aſliſt. 
Thus have they friſt wildly miſtaken, and then no 
leſs wildly oat-run God's detigns : as if like Baa, 
Judg.6. he were unavle to plead for himlelt, to 
| Vin- 
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vindicate his own cauſe, or cttett his purpoſes 
without their help : and having reſolved what he 
ſhall do, obtrude themſelves upon him as his in- 
ſtruments ; how repugnant ſuch anticipations of 
Providence are to the zntereſts of Chriſtianity 1s 
roo apparent from the many dereffable effetts they 
have produc'd. 

BUT ſetting aſide theſe, let us return to 
thoſe we ſpake of before ; who ——_— tO CX- 
pound providential Events, make them the Crs- 
terion by which to judge both of perſons and of 
cauſes, concluding the one loved or hated, the 
other approved or difallowed by God, according 
to their proſperors or adverſe Succeſs. The firtt 
of theſe was by our Saviour exploded, as an an- 
due way of proceſs in the Jews, in the caſe of the 
Galileans, and before him Solomon had given it 
as a Maxim, that »o man could know love or hatred 
by all that is before him, Eccl. 9.1. Andif under 
the Jewiſh Oeconomy, where temporal Bleffings 
made up ſo great a part of their Promiles, it was 
ſo; much more is it under the Goſpel, whoſe frame 
and compoſure is quite diſtant ; which inſtead of 
propoſing ſecular proſperities to its Ro al- 
lures them the contrary ; ſets up the Crols as the 
Standard under which they are to fight, and af- 
fords no temporal Hopes,but with an allaying pro- 
viſo of Perlecutions and afflictions ; nay, the 
Apoſtle tothe Hebrews goes farther, makes them 
not only #ncidext but neceſſary to Chriſtians, the 
badge and cognizance of Sonſhip, whilſt the #0 
chaſtening is the fatalle(t Sign, 4 token of 
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and abdication, Heb. 12.7, 8. And doubtleſs the 
experience of every Chriſtian aſſerts the do- 
Qrine ; we are all apt with the Prodizel toforſake 


our fathers houſe, and as long as we can'have the © 


riot and not the wants, ſhall never think of re- 
turning ; we muſt be tamiſht into conſideration, 
and our hwsks alone will ſend us home to the far- 
zed Calf. And can there be a greater indulgence in 
God, than thus to make our Iniquity our Puniſh- 
ment, that it may not be our Ruine ? To embit- 
ter thoſe ſenſualities whoſe luſciouſneſs ſerves to 
intoxicate us, and to clip thoſe wings which he 
ſees carry us from him? Stories tell us that the 
Trojan W ives after the deſtru&ion of their Coun- 
try, being wearied with their reſtleſs vagrant 
life neceſſitated their Husbands to a ſerrlement 
| by burning their Ships. And the ſame kind ſtra- 
tagem God has upon us: he ſees that our worldly 
acceſhons do rather enlarge than-fill our appe- 
tites, and carry us on to farther purſuits, and by 
drawing us ſtill more from him the Center of 
reſt, expoſe us to endleſs wandrings, and then 
what can be kinder than to reſcue us from ſuch a 
condition, that Curſe of. Caiz, to be a fugitive 
and a vagabond in the earth : to deprive us of our 
treacherous proſperities, and fire thoſe Ships 
wherein we are preparing like Jozah, to flee from 
the preſence of the Lord; 10 by a happy neceſſity 
forcing us to fix our ſelves on him. And this ts 
the worſt God deligns us in every adverlity:: and 
did we mean but as well to our ſelves, we ſhould 
not mils of receiving the happieſt EfeRs, even 

that 
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that peaceable fruit of righteouſneff the Apoltle 
{peaks of, Heb. 12. This holy men ſo well un- 
erſtood, that we find them dread nothing ſo 
much as an uninterrupted - proſperity ; they, like 
the Mu{covite Women, grew jealous of Gods love 
when he forbare toſtrike ;- upon which ſcore it is, 
that in the. Ancient Fathers; there areſo miany o- 
lemn petitions for ſtripes ; ſuch importunate ſo- 
licitations for the medicinal correttions, wherein 
they judg'd-both Gods kindneſs and their own ſafe- 
ty to conhit. h 
AN D then how perverle, how prepoſterous 
are our meaſures, when we conclude -quite the 
other way, ' eſtimate Gods /ove only from oatward 
ſuceeſſes, and think he s never angry but when he 
ſmites : a Perfwaſion, which as it 1s very falſe in 
its grounds, {0 very pernicious 1n its efetts, and 
creates hopes and fears, as fallacious as it felt. 
For firſt, 7 puns pen it to our ſelves, it produces 
miſchiefs proportionable to the divers ſtates: un- 
der which we are. If a man be full and profperows, 
it makes him proud and ſerure, for when he has 
not only the poſſeſſion of tliole things the World 
values, but takes them as an atteſtation of Gods 
peculiar kindneſs and approbation, what ſhould 
make him either conſider or reform his guilts ? 
If he have ſanQtity enough to poſſeſs him of Gods 
favour, and all theſe profitable eftetts of it, he 
will noteaſily be perſwaded he needs more : and 
any man that ſhall tell him he does, ſhall be heard 
with the ſame —_—_ wherewith Creſ7s en- 


tertain'd So/oz, when he found him queſtion that 
N happineſs, 
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happineſs, which he expeCted' he ſhould have ad- 
mir'd, Profperity is in it ſelf an emboldening 
t]:ing, but when backt by this Opinion of it, 
grows 1nto all inſolence tiltat laſt -it even recoil in 
the face of the Donor, and dare God. by all thoſe 

enormous riots, to whichit exables Mep. < 
ON the other fide, this opinion preſents a. leſs 
merry, but not leſs dangerow Temptation to thole 
in adverſity ; for when they ſhall look on them- 
ſelves only as the Anvil for Gods firokes, they 
will be too apt tocomplete the paralclbyanſwer- 
ing it in haradeff aud flexibility ;-.. have the a»- 
TirUToy ov, as the Father calls it, which reverbe- 
rates the blow on him that gaveit. Perſevering 
wickedneſs is ſo naturally #he iſſue of Deſperati- 
on, that wefind the Jews take up the one merely 
to countenance the other, pretend hapweſnefs ro 
avoid reformation : Thus we find it, - Exeb. 33.10, 
Onur iniquities are upon its, and we pine away in 
them, how ſhould we live? And again more plain- 
ly, Yer. 18. 12. There # no hope, and then the in- 
terence 1s ready, Let ws walk every one in his own 
ways, Endeavour is the child of hope, and we at- 
tempt not toattone one whom we conclude 1m- 
Placable: ſo that Wrath may conſume, but will 
never melt us; *tis Love only that has that /ofz- 
zing, diſſolving Power, and unleſs we diſcern a 
mixture of that in Gods irflidions, they will ne- 
ver render us »-alleable to his impreſſions. We 
kiſs a fathers hand and rod, when an Execution- 
ers ſtroke we ſuffer rarher than bear. S. John 
tells us we love God becauſe he: loved us, x John 4. 
I9. 


f 


Thap.8. concerning Almighry God, &c. 183 


19. Iwiſhall men would make good the Infe- 
rence ; but 'tis ſure they are too apr to do it in 
the reverſe, and will hare if they apprehend 
themſelves hated ; a ſtate which at once exemph- 
fies, and anticipates the worſt part of Hel to us, 
et very incident to thofe who interpret every 
Riroke of God's, as the effet of enmiry and utrer 
averſion, This is to do that to our ſelves which 
the Devils fo deprecate from Chrift, to 207menr 
#6 before our time, it being peculiar to the venge- 
ance of the other World to be merely punirive, 
that here being rather — than vengeance 
deſign'd to ve, fo -not deftroy us :.. and indeed 
beſides the pain of ſenſe which this Error creates, 
it does ( toperfeCQt the Hell ) give that of /off al 
ſo; deprives us of one of the great Evangelical 
felicities,” that of rejoycing it Tribulations, which 
our Saviour thought ſo conſiderable, as ro inſert 
amongſt his Beatitudes :. . and his Apoſtles fre- 
quently mention it triumphantly as the great pr#/- 
wileage and prerogative of a Chriſtian. For. if all 
adverſe ſucceſſes be a nore of Gods disfavour, 
there will be no place for joy even in the moſt pi- 
ous ſufferings. S. Stephens _— proſpe& 
will be intercepted, and a Martyrs death be as 
uncomfortable as a MalefaFors. . But if theſe 
were the only ſufferings to which joy were an- 
next, there'would be but too few concern'd in the 
deprivation ; thoſe wherein we are more uniyer- 
ally intereſſed, are thoſe Chaſtiſements of God 
yhich our Guilts provoke ; which though in re- 
pet of their cauſe they are Matters of the "ay 
N 2 elt 
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eſt ſadneſs, yet in regard of their ſignificancy and 
effet, they are Grounds of comfort ; they ſignitie 
that God ( however diſpleas'd ) yet has not aban- 
doned the care of us ; thinks us worth his corre- 
ion, and deſigns our reducement : and the effeR 
will ( if not obſtructed by us) be anſwerable to 
that deſign : our Chaſtezizg here reſcues us from 
the ſins, and conſequently the condemnation of the 
world, 1 Cor. 11.32. and this is ſure no {light mo- 
tive of rejoycing ; and we are very unjuſt to God 
and our ſelves, if we will exchange it for the ſul- 
len murmurs of a deſperate incorrigibleneſs. 

AND as this per{waſion 1s thus pern7czoms 1n 
reflexion on our ſelves, {o neither is it more 7z- 
nocent when applied to others; for firſt, if we look 
on the men that proſper in the world, as the P/a/- 
miſt ſpeaks, Pſal. 73.12. we ſhall too often find 
them anſwer the charaer, he gives them in the 
former part of the P/a/m, and when from their 
temporal affluence we ſhall conclude Gods favour 
to them, 'twill be hard reſiſting the rempration, 
which ( without that Argument) the P/almiſt | 
was under, of thinking it vazz to cleanſe our hearts 
or waſh our hearts in innocency., Nay, we ſhall be 
apt to joyn our ſuffrage tothoſe in Malachy 3. 15. | 
and call theproud, happy : and if we eſteem them | 
ſo, 'tisnatural to deſire to be like them ; ſo we | 
ſhall quickly grow to deſpiſe a poor or afflicted In | 
zocence,and embraceall thriving proſperoxs ſins. 

ON the other ſide, if we look on others in an 
adverſe, calamitous ſtate, this opinion ſuggeſts 
hard and ſevere ſentences concerning tho in- 
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clines us to judge where we ſhould ſuccour, and 
how great an accumulation of Miſery that is, we 
may learn from Job, whom we tind not fo often 
nor ſo paſſionately complaining of any of his pre/- 
ſures, as of the unkind cexſures of his Friends, 
who weighing in this deceitful balance of tempo- 


_ ral ſucceſſes, made very falſe judgments of him, 


and as if they were to Glean after Satan, endea- 
voured to deſpoil him of that only comfort his 
malice had lefr, the conſcience of his Innocency. 
This is, as the P/almiſt ſpeaks, to perſecute him 
whom God has ſmitten, and to talk to the grief of 
thoſe whom he hath wounded ; a thing repugnant to 
the common temper of humanity, and much more 
to that tenderneſs, thoſe affettions and bowels 
Chriſtianity requires ; and therefore in this re- 
ſpe alſo, we may reckon this perſwaſion very 
injurious to Chriſtian duty. 

NOR is it leſs ſo when applied to Cas/es, in 
which it 1s full as deceitful a Rule asit is in Per- 
ſons: God has defign'd us another meaſure of our 
undertakings ; his word and /aw, by the general 
proportions whereof, we are to ſquare and ac- 
commodate our particular ations: he ſends us 
not to his providence, and the various diſtributi- 
ons of that, or allows us to judge of the Juſtice, 
by the Succeſs of our Attempts. If that were the 
trial, 'twere impoſſible for any enterprize to be 
lawful, ſince that which ſheuld legitimate it, is 
ſubſequent to it, and can have noinfluence on it, 
tothe making it good or bad : andas it does not 
make, ſo neither does it infallibly ſignifie it to be 

N 3 cither : 
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either : and of thoſe who preſume it does, 1 
ſhould ask whence it came todo ſo? If by any af- 
ſignation of God, let them produce it; and it not 
thence, I'me ſure it can make no pretence to cer- 
tainty, God having no where oblig'd his Provs- 
dence to make good our phancies and conjettures. 
Nay, it we look into Scripture-examples, we 
ſhall find this irrefragably confuted ; the ſame 
Cauſe having at ſeveral times differing ſuccels. 
Thus the 1/raclites were diſcomfited art, their firſt 
afſaulc upon 4, and yet ſucceſsful after ; 'twas 
ſomething extrinſick ro the cayfe that made the 
variation, that ſtill continuing the ſame. The 
like we find in the caſe of the Bexjamites, wha 
though in as ill an engagement as can well be 1ma- 
nin had yet two victories over the other Tribes, 
Twudg. 20, But there is one inftance that ma 

ſerve for all, and that is the taking of the Ark by 
the -Ph:liſtines : he, that; ſhall contemplate that, 
will ſure never.thank fit ro meaſure caules by ſuc- 
ceſs, unlels. he will.give the deference alſo to Da- 
$92, ka 1 rhentriumphr in the ſpoils of the God 
of I/raef. la ſhort, 'tis evident victories are not 
{oentail'd ypon the juſteſt cauſes, but that they 
maybe, and often are cut of, either by the guilts 
of che undertakers, or by ſame other ſecret diſpo- 
ialof_rhg Divine wiſdom ; but the. former is ſo 
{requently the obvious cauſe; of, it, that we are 
pot ofren put. to reſort, to the latter. *Tis no 
!trange thing to ſce all /-2e/troubled by an Achan, 
br hava the Ark taken captive. from. off the ſhoul- 
ders of; a Hophuiand Phineas, nor will, itever be 
| poſſible 
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poſſible for the beſt cauſe to ſecure it felt from tie 
blaſting influence of its Abettors crimes. 

T HIS is foclear and evident a Truth, that 
'tis matter of ſome wonder, how the contrary 
per{wafion ſhould ever infinuate it felt; and 1n- 
deed it is not probable it ever had, if Intereſt, 
that grand Sophiſter, had not introduced it. Men 
engage in defigns not on intuition of their /awful- 
neſs, but profit ; and when they are fuch as nothing 
can warrant 4priore, their only reſerve 15to make 
them good a pofteriore; to bring a licenſe after the 
fac, and jultife their beginning by their end ; 
which how ridiculous ſoever it may ſeem to ſober 
reaſon, yet ſuch is the natural ſhame, or ſecular 
inconvenience of owning an «juſt Act, that men 
will wrap themſelves, though in the thinneſt and 
moſt 4;2aphanous veils, make uſe of the abſurdelt 
pretexces, and fainte{t colours to ſhadow their 
Guilt, and whilſt conſciouſneſs ' bids them ſay 
ſomewhat tor themſelves, and the caſe affords no 
ſolid plea, they are driven to theſe deplorable 
fleights and ſubterfuges. Indeed this is an argu- 
ment that ſtands tfingle, and 1s ſeldom uſed but 
1n thoſe cauſes that admit of no better ; which we 
may realonably conclude to be the reaſon, why it 
was fo much inſiſted on by our late diſturbers, 
whoin ſuch abundance of light, as they own'd, 
could not be ſuppos'd i20rart enough to believe 
themſelves: 'twas certainly the deſtitution of 
better arguments that caſt them upon this, forc'd 
them to ranſack the Alcoran, and rifle a piece of 
Tarkiſh Divinity to make good their S4:n!ſb#p. 

N 4 They 
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They now diſcern the -unskilfulneſs of that plea, 
which a little time has converted to an accuſation. 
'The great change it has pleas'd God 'to make 
among us, retorting their conquering Syllogiſms, 
and making them need a new ſucceſs to juſtifie 
their vaunts of the old. God grant we may not 
Here relieve them again, and by our perſonal ſins, 
help them to that which the juſtice of their Cauſe 
never did, nor is like to acquire them. 

BU T though this pleaof ſucceſs be frequent- 
ly urg'd in policy, yet it prevails with many who 
know not thatit isſo; indeed the ww/gar are {o 
much {ſubjected to their ſezſes, that generally the 
concluſions drawn thence are eaſily embrac'd, 
when thoſe from Reaſon and Conſcience have a 
double difficulty, firſt to be underſtood, and 
next to be admitted, and the moſt elaborate dif- 
courſe ſhall not convince them of the right of that 
cauſe, which in the laſt appeal to Gods Tribunal 
by War, has been openly condemn'd ; whilft the 
ſpoils of victory as much fſatisfie the Underſtand- 
ing of the juice of the Prize, as the Defire, with 
the wealth or glory of it. And this is it which ren- 
ders ſuch kind of arguings very pernicious, they 
being ſo fitted to the: common temper, - that they 
| ſeldom miſs to be effettual ; and engage the hea- 
dy multitude in the Proſecution of the worſt de- 
ſigns, that are recommended to them by the one 
- Catholick virtue of Succels. This is indeed as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, Ez. 13.22. to ſtrengthen the Hands 
of evil doers, that they turn not from their wicked- 
neſs; todazzle their Eyes ſo with the ſplendor of 
| proſperous 
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proſperous iniquity, that they can never come to 
take an exatt view, and diſcern it in its true 
form : And doubtleſs this was none of the leaſt- 


prevailing arts of ſeducement —_—_—_— drew 


10 many to abet thoſe ſeditious practices, which 
all laws of God and Man prohibited, and where- 
by Chriſtian Religion has at once been violated and 
defam'd; has not only her precepts broken, but 
her ſelf aſperſt with the foul conſequences of that 


. diſobedience, and ſo buys one 1njury with ano- 


ther ; thecontempt of her Authority with the lols 

of her Reputation. | 
W E have now ſeen the 2{ coxſequerces iſſuing 
from theſe miſtakes of Gods Providerce, but we 
muſt take notice that there remains yet as great 
or greater danger on the other fide; and that a 
total neoleft is worle than an erroneous conſtruction 
of it. -For though God hath ſecluded us from 
that mote exaCt minute diſcerning of his purpo- 
ſes, yet he means not his 4ifpex/ations ſhould be 
lookt on as wholly 2»ſignificant, and therefore has 
given us the general ſcope and meaning of them, 
according tþ which we are to limit and reſtrain 
our wanaring gueſſes, and alſo judge of particular 
events. Now as Gods original and primary deſt2 
in the creation of Man, was to render him a /#»- 
ject capable of eternal happineſs ; 10 alſo have all his 
ſubſequent Acts toward him aim'dat the ſame end : 
and becauſe there is nothing removes man fo far 
from that grand purpoſe of his being as Sin; 
therefore God has made the ſuppreſſing of that 
the univerſal intendment of his diſpoſals concern- 
ing 
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ing us: ſo that the moſt different diſpenſations 
do ſeverally purſue that one end ; proſperity and 
adverſity in their ſucceſſive changes are ſent to re- 
claim us from the error of our ways, with this only 
difference, that the oze leads, the other drives, 
This is aſſerted by S. Pau/, who tells us, that 
the goodnefi and long-ſuffering of God is to lead ws to 
Repentance, Rom. 2.5. And alſo that when we 
are judg'd, we are chaſtened of the Lord, that we 
may not be condemned with the World, x Cor.11. 32. 
And indeed the whole Scripture runs in the ſame 
ſtrain; and both from proſperous and adverſe 
{ucceſles urges the obligation to obedience. This 
is the notice God expetts we ſhould take of all 
his dealings towards us. And the want thereof 
we find often ſharply upbraided by God to the 
Fews, how often does he recount his redeeming 
them from A£gypr, his enſtating them in Canaas, 
and all his wonderful works for them, with an 
accuſing reflection upon their ingratitude ; and 
that we may know his Judgments are no leſs to 
be accounted for than his Mercies, we find him, 
Amos 4. making a Catalogue of them, and cloſing 
every period with this Patherick Rephoof of their 
obſtinacy, Tet have ye not returned to me ſaith the 
Lord. In ſhort, God requires that we ſhould ob- 
{ſerve every turn of his hazd, in order to the re- 
forming our own /ives, and by the ſeveral medi- 
«ms of Gratitude or fear, infer that xeceſſary con- 
cluſion of a ſincere univerſal Obedience ; and the 
neglect of this is the crime the Pſalmiſt menti- 


ons, P/zl. 28.5. with ſo ſevere a menace, They 
regard 
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regard wot the works of the Lord, nor the operation of 
his hands. 

AND asthis is requir'd from ſingle perſons, 
{o alſo from Socicties and Communittes, which 
as they are in their publick capacities the molt 
eminent ſubjeAsof Judgmeats or Mercies, ſoare 
they the moſt eminently accountable for both. 
And though the Neglect and Abule of Gods me- 
thods bea very provoking gui/t when 'tis only 
perſonal, yer is it much more ſo, when it becomes 
national : And therefore as it is every man's con» 
cern for his own peculiar to examine how he has 
anſwered Gods methods towards him, fo is it an 
enquiry very pertinent 1n relation to the Publick 
alſo; eſpecially where the diſpenſations have been 
remarkable and extraordinary ; in which reſpe& 
the I:quifition cannot appear more neceſſary for 
any than thi Nation; upon which conſideration 
I hope the Reader will think it no unpardonable 
digreſſion, if we a-while turn aſide after it. 

'IT is the affirmation of our bleſſed Saviour, 
that where much is given, there ſball be much »e+ 
quir'd; a thing ſo conſonant with natural Equity, 
that we all give our ſuffrage toit, by making it the 
meaſure of our expeQtations in ſecular things 
wherein every man looks for ret#rns proportion- 
able to his expence or Induſtry, The Husbandman 
expects a Crop anſwerable to his Seed and Labour : 
and in the nobler c«/tures of the Mind, we juſtly 
exatt of our Pupils to let their manners atteſt the 
diſcipline they have been under: According to 
which eſtimate we muſt reſolve, that wor EXPC- 

ations 
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tations from of this Nation cannot but be very 
high, there being no people under the Sun, whom 
he has more ſignaliz'd as his own immediate care, 
on whom the Divine Oeconomy has more conſtant- 
ly and even ſolicitouſly attended in all the variety 
of ſeaſonable and powerful applications. 

I SHALL not aſſume the work of a Chro- 
nicle, by giving a ſeries of all thoſe mercies we 
receiv-d in the loins of our Anceſtors; and of 
which we have provided one unhappy memorial, 
I mean our nauſeating and deſpiling them ; it ha- 
ving been the buſineſs of our days, to diſ-intail 
thoſe two moſt ineſtimable Bleſſings, of a pure 
Religion and outward Peace, which our immedi- 
ate Progenitors left us ; and to derive to our po- 
ſterity the contrary miſchiefs of impiety and con- 
fuſion. | | | 

BU T not to ravel ſo far back, TI ſhall confine 
my reflexions to ſo late a date, that I ſhall not 
need to beſpeak the faith afforded to Hiſtorians ; 
ſcarce any that can be my Readey, but is qualthed 
to be my witxeſſtoo; and mult acknowledge that 
there has on Gods part been no Method wanting, 
that might purifie us to himſelf 2 Peculiar people 
zealous of good works, To that end of refining and' 
cleanſing us it was, that he kept us ſo long in the 
farnace, permitted us to thole many Fiery trials 
of our late calamitous days. *T were impertinent 
hereto givea Deſcription of 7hoſe ſufferings, which 
every mans memory can ſo readily repreſent to 
him : or topaint that F/ame whoſe ſcorchings we 
have felt; *tis enough to ſay, that God appear'd 

in 
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in them, earneſtly induſtrious to have reduced us ; 
like 4 skilful Captain, beſiegd us cloſely, ſtraitned 
usſoin all our intereſts, that it was ſcarce poſ- 
ſible for us to fly any where but to himſelf, In- 
deed he that would make up an exact Catalogue 
of our Calamities, muſt calculate in how many 
inſtances humane nature may be paſſive ; there 
being ſcarce any of our ſuffering capacities, to 
which they were not liberally apportioned, our 
Eſtates, our Perſons, our Friends, and which 1s 
more than all, our Coxſciences, all groaning under 
the weight of that Toke, which our own S1ns pre- 
par'd, and other mens ſins put on. Which wa 
{oever we look'd, we ſaw nothing but that which 
might conſume our Eyes and grieve our Heart : If 
on the Church, we ſaw that torn by Schi/m, 
ſpoil'd by Sacriledge; the abomination of deſo- 
lation ſtanding in the Holy place, and the houſe 
of Prayer made in the moſt literal ſence 4 der of 
Thieves, If on the State, we ſaw the breath of 
our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord taken in 
their Pits, Impriſowd, and Arraign'd, and barba- 
rouſly Maurder'd, by thoſe who flew him, like 
the Heir in the Goſpel, that they might ſeize on 
his Inheritance, We ſaw this and all other Mil- 
chiefs eſtabliſh'd by « Law, and made as irrever- 
ſible as powerful malice could render them. And 
now in ſuch a diſtreſs, who would not think that 
ſuch a neceſſity ſhould have become our virtue ? 
and ſo perfect a deſtitution compell'd our reſort 
to the Divine aid? Andas little oppreſt States 
us'd to make themſelves homagers to the Romans, 
| to 
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toengage their protetion ; ſo we ſhould have 
made an entire furrendry of our felves to God, 
that we might have gain'd a title to his reſcues 

arid deliverances. | 
THIS genuine and kindly effe&t I doubr not 
Þut it had in ſome, T would fain think in mary ; 
but we are not now conſidering particulats, bur 
the tommunity ; and therefore how ſincere ſocver 
ſuchperſonal reformations were, they muſt not 
come under the account of publick and general, 
unleſs for their Number and Eminency they had 
been ſufficient to have overwhelmed the contrary 
perverſeneſs : Many there might be whoſe hearts 
(as *tisfaid of Foftahs, 2 Chron, 34. 27.) did melt, 
and yet rhe far greater number of rhe obdurate, 
ſtill juſtly denotirate us « ſtiff-netk'd people ; an 
Epithet wherewith God often reproaches the 
Fews, and ſure we have no leſs evidenced our title 
to it : for alas, as if we had meant to revenge the 
inexorableneſs of our oppreſſors towards us, in 
our obſtinacy ro God; as if when we could keep 
nothing elſe, we had yet reſerved this ſullen com- 
fort, of having our hearts impregnable, we made 
a ſhift to hold out againſt all theſe batteries ; 
there was little appearance, and leſs reality of Re- 
pentance ; and if ſome of our /»fts wereat all lefs 
raging, *twas only becauſe they were ſtarved in- 
to a little tamenefſs, . the ſ#pp/ies cur off which 
{ſhould maintain our Riot : but when any recruits 
could be had, they were devoted that way, and 
even in the worſt of times we miſt not to be as lux- 
uricus as we were able : and as though we __ 
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that vice like the Sea,ſhould gain in one part what 
it loſt in another ; we took order that what was 
thus inevitably defaulkt from thoſe expenſive 
Sins, ſhould be made up in the cheaper : we could 
curſe, and ſwear and blaſpheme in ipight of Seque- 
ffration, and this wretched Immunity we 1 
abundant uſe of, till we even became Proverbie! 
for it; and gave our enemies pretence to faſten it 
on usas our diftintive CharaQter. Yet to ſhew 
our ſelves generous ſinners, there was oxe vice we 
bought at a dear rate, I mean our as imprudenr, 
as unchriftian animoſities, and proques among our 
ſelves; a ſin that helpt to revenge all the reſt : - 
and was as well upon a humane, as divine ac- 
count, a grand inſtrument of our ruize. To theſe 
we may add our impatient murmursat our ſuffer- 
ings, which did in fome work to prepoſterouſly, 
as tO reconcile them to the infli&ers,, made them 
_ unworthily deſert that cauſe, they found charge- 
able ro maintain, and contrary to the advice of 
Solomon, Chuſe the ways of thoſe oppreſlors 
whole proſperity they envied, Prov. 3. But of 
theſe real Apoſtates the number I hope was not 
grear, I wiſh I could fay ſo alfoof thoſe ſcemin 
deſertors, whoſe knees bowed to Baal, thoug 
their hearts did not : who belied their own /oyal. 
ty, and in a ſhew of compliance proſtituted cor- 
ſcience in ſeveral Engagements as inconliſtent 
with each other, as they all were with duty ; and 
{uch as they pretended no excuſe for their :aking, 
but their reſolutions of breaking. It was indeed a 
ladſpettacle to ſee what ſholes every _ 
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Edit brought in; while men ran in as.much 


haſte to take the opportunity of Perjury, as 


the Primitive Chriſtians were wont to do of 
Martyrdom :, Indeed herein we ſeem'd to invade 
eur enemies peculiar, , would not ſuffer them to 
enjoy thoſe marks of diſtinQtion, they had framed 
to themſelves; fo that as far as oaths could figni- 
fie, we were all oze Party. And yet while we thus 
ciſclaim'd Gods reliefs by theſe. indirett attempts 
of our own, we- took it very ill that he left us to 
theſucceſs of them : That he proſper'd not thoſe 
methods he-had interdicted, and made us Triwum- 
phant, not only over our: Enemies but himſelf 
too : and upon this ſcore many  mutinous 6/aſ- 
phemies were-utter'd, and:;perhaps ſome more 
thought, though, I confeſs, generally we were 
not ſo modeſt, as to ſtick at ſaying the worlt we 
could think ; and indeed they that heard the fre- 
quent doubts men own'd of: Gods juſtice,” pro- 
vidence, nay his very being, -would not think 
they ſuppreft any thing as roo ill to be ſpoken : 
We laid boundleſs expetations upon the juſtice 
of our cauſe, and as if we had extremely oblig'd 
God by not being Traitors or Schiſmaticks; 
thought he wrong'd us extremely that he made 
us not Viitors, Samnel tells Saul, that Rebellion 
was like Witchcraft ; but we ſeem'd to think Loy- 
alty was ſo ; that like a ſpell, it was to keep us 
invujnerable, not only againſt our enemies but 
our Selves: and ſo countercharm all our crimes, 
that they ſhould only be ative to pleaſe not hurt 


us. But if in the laſt place we refle&t on our 
ſelves 
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ſelveseven 1n relation tothat cas/e in which we fo 
much. confided, *tis tq,be tear'd all Men will not 
be able to evince they ſufter'd for God and the 
K/zng, though they did it in their quarre/: "tis the 
Intent muſt denominate whoſe Martyrs they 
were, it being too frequent for private paſſions 
and intereſts to march under-the banner of con- 
{cience; and. we call that ſometimes taking up 
the Crof, which. is only the taking up an 4arimo- 
fity or humour. Indeed *tis not poſlible for any to 
be Gods Martyr,who is not firſt his Servazt;, none 
of us will ſutter the greatett things for a perſon 
for whom we will not do the leait ; and 'tis ab- 
ſurd Hypocrilie for a Man to pretend he has left 
all for God, who we ſee cannot be wooed to leave 
che moſt deſpicable /## for him. He that will 
not part with the noiſe of a loud Oath, the plea- 
ſure of an intemperate Cup, the applaule of a 
profane Je# for God, will ſurely much leſs @x- 
pole his /iberty, his eſtate, his /ife for him: and 
therefore what hazards ſoever any Man ran inany 
of thoſe, he can with no juſtice ſet it upon Gods 
account, unleſs he can produce ſuch other atts 
of obedience, as may witneſs this ro be true and 
genuine. And upon this trial, I fear God's party 
will appear to have been but ſinall among us, and 
perhaps the Kzng's not much greater, it being not 
very probable that choſe ſhould have any great 
lenſe of duty to him, that had none to God; or ' 
that thoſe {hould religiouſly revere e6ze Com- 
mandiment, who deſpiſed the other 272ze. But we 
need not the heip of inference and probability in 
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this matter, the mutinous and infolent behaviour 
of many who profelt -{Joyalty, did too clearly 
evince it: And as it 1s faid of Joab, that he 
turn'd after Adon/jah, though he turn'd nat after 
Abſalom, 1 Kjnzs 2. 28. and ſome of ours had 
little private rebellions of their own, even while 
they oppos'd the more publick. 1 love not to 
paſs cenſures on Mens thoughts, yet I doubt ſome 
would be too conſcious to confute me, if I ſhould 
ſay there wanted nor thoſe, who owed their zea/ 
to their Sp/een, and did not ſo much love thoſe 
they fought for,as hated thoſe they fought againſt. 
And it-may perhaps deſerve enquiry , whether 
that demure pretexce of holinefi their Adverſaries 
had put on, did not more avert ſome of our L#- 
bertines from them, than all their real crimes : 
They perhaps ſo far miſtook them, as to ſuſpect 
they might be in earneſt, when they profelt ro 
advance the power of Goalizefi, and at that took 
an Alarm, and ſuch Men (it ſuch there were) 
contended not for the Liberty of their Country, 
but their Lyſfs; and could w:th no juſtice, ex- 
pet either a reputation, or ſucceſs trom that 
cauſe which they at once helpr to defame and de- 
feat. Iam loth to go farther, and ſuſpect that 
even {ome of the devouter ſort were inſpir'd more 
by the Spirit of oppoſitior than Pzety; yet I con- 
feſs *tis hard to reliſt that ſurmiſe, when *ris 
conſider'd that our Lit»rgze never had its due ve- 
neration, but when the Dzreffory was ſet up 
againſt it. Indeed he that ſhall remember how 
our private Oratories were then throng'd and 

| crouded ; 


mls CO & C&D mw OT TH = ©» 


- 3 us ad. © 


J 


_— — — 


ven, And then as our S4avour in another caſc 
lays, If the light that ts in thee be darkneſs, how 
great is that darkneſſ? Matth. 6. If this fairer and 
more ſpecious part of us were thus reproveable, 
how obnoxious were the other ? And it our Ear- 
neſtneſs in a rightcous cauſe, by its Siniſter mo- 
tives or adherencies be unable to jultifie it ſelf, 
how ſhall it bear that heavier task we laid on it, 
and plead for our other Guilts. 

THIS is the true, though not full account 
of our behaviour under Gods diſcipline, thus did 
we fruQtifie upon his pruning us ; brought forth 
indeed nothing but degenerous fruit. The ho- 
ly Writ leaves it as a brand of moſt inveterarte 
Impiety upon Ahaz, that in the time of his di- 
ſtreſs he ſinn'd yet more avainit the Lord, 2 Chron. 
28. 22. and ſure we have too juſt title to the 
{ſame CharaQter of infamy ; thoſe ſufferings 
which were ſent to chaſtiſe our fins, ferv'd but 
to encreaſe them, and like the 1/rae/:tes 1n the 
Brick-kilzs, they multiplied the more for their 
opprelhon ; we debauchr even our Executio- 
zers, and made every new calamity ſupply us 
with ſome new vice. And now when Gods rod 
was thus deſpis'd, we were in all reaſon to ex- 


pect he {ſhould draw his ſword, revenge Our re- 
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fiſtance of his methods, by ſomewhat we could 
not reſitt, make our P/agzes as obſtinate as our 
[ctves, and involve us in hopeleſs inevitable ruine. 
Thu certain fearful looking for of Judgement, Heb. 
Ic.27. wasall we had left our ſelves, of all the 
rich patrimony we were once poſleſt of; and our 
preſent miſery ſeem'd impoſſible ro expire any 
way but by dying into greater. 

BUT as great artihcers are us'd to magnifie 
their Art,by chuſing the moſt unlikely materials ; 
ſo did it pleaſe God 1n this total indiſpoſedneſs of 
ours, n+ cnn we were ſo unapt ſubjects to illu- 
ſtrate his mercy, and as if he deſign'd this natio- 
nal deliverance ſhould (in its proportion) be the 
Tranſcript of our more #»iverſal Redemption, he 
viſited us not only in this ſtate of miſery, but en- 
mity ; when we had ſet our ſelves in defiance of 
his judgments, he laid as it were an Ambuſh of 
mercy for us,and {urpriz'd us with ſafety : by ſuch 
undiſcernable ways return'd the captivity of our 
Sion, that we were indeed deliver'd /ike them that 
dream, Pſal. x26. 1. gave us a vittory without a 
war ; without the intervention of garments rolled 
iz bloud, Eſayg. 5. inveſted us in our Triumphant 
robes, and in a word, made us inſen{ibly to glide 
into our long forgotten proſperity. 

AND now who can imagine, but this mira- 
culous Mutation without us, mult alſo work a 
Change within us? Indeed they muſt have a very 
ill opinion of humane nature, that can think 1t 
poſiible it ſhould have perverſeneſs enough to re- 
fiſt ſuch endearments ; ſuch kindly Heat = 
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needs be ſuppos'd to melt us; and if before our 
Pride diſdain'd to be compelPd, yet even that ſtub- 
bornneſt part of us cannot object againſt the be- 
ing courted into amendment. So that when God 
has thus yielded to our terms, left us not ſo much 
as a Puxiilioin our way to Piety, *tis but a rea- 
{onable expetQtation we ſhould embrace it with as 
great an Earneſtneſs, as it was formerly rejected 
by us. 

AND would God we could ſay we did ſo; 
but alas, we ſtill affect prodigies, take a kind of 
wanton Joy in defeating Gods deligns, and as if 
weaſpired to vye Miracies with him, have made 
our returns as unparallel'd as his merczes ; ſo thar 
the ſumm of our account 15 this.” No Nation was 
ever more (ignaliz'd by Gods goodneſs, or its own 
perverſeneſs, 1t being hard to determine in which 
of thoſe reſpects it is moſt emzext. That this is 
in the general perfectly true, there are too many 
particulars ready to teitifie, indeed a whole cloud 
of Witneſſes do concur to the proving thecharge. 
I ſhall not undertake to examine all, yet ſome of 
= principal it will not be amiſs to take notice 
of. 

BEFORE weenquire into the «ſe we have 
made of Gods Mercies, let us a little conſider 
what our ſexſe of them is; and ſure of all the zz- 
terrogatories we can put to our ſelves, this ap- 
pears the eaſre/f, the molt gentle favourable Teſt, 
that even our own partialities could elect for us ; 
it being ſo natural to Men in miſery to value a re- 
{cue, and celebrate their deliverers, that the 
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contrary would be the only wonder ; ve ſee 
even the Jews, who were none of the moſt mal- 
leable people, yet del/iverances made imprefſſi- 
ons on them, ſet them to their devout proceſſions 
and ſolemn hymns in praiſe of God : nay, ſuch a 
piece of native Religion is this, that the Hea- 
thens exemplifie it to us. The Phzl:ſtines when 
they had taken Sa»2p/oz, magnified their Dagon, 
as having delivered their enemy and the deſtroyer of 
their conatry into their hands, Judg. 16. 24. SO 
upon the victory over Saul, 1 Sam. 31.9. they 
ſent round about to publiſh it in the houſe of their 
ſaols. And in all ſtories we find, the Heather 
Altars were never ſo loaden with Sacrifices, as 
upon ſuch occaſions : And the Goſpel tells us, 
that thoſe on whom Chriſt beſtowed miraculous 
cures, were ſo tranſported with them, that their 
gratitude ſupplanted their obedience, and made 
them notwithitanding his prohibition, proclaim 
the wonders he had done for them : Bur fear if 
we reflect upon our ſelves, we ſhall not be able to 
match any of theſe inſtances. *Tis true our late 
change wasentertain'd witha Joy profuſe enough, 
but not enough re/igio:5, We ſaw that great 
things were done for us, and thereof we rejoy- 
ced ; but we did not ſo much conſider that the 
Lord had done them, P/al.1 24. and ſo were rather 
affeted with the rarity and profitablenefi, than the 
mercy and kindneff of the Diſpenſation:and though 
the care of our Governonurs have provided for the 
religious part alſo, aſſign'd days of Purim for the 
perpetual commemoration of our deliverance 

yet 
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yet our flight obſervance of them does roo fully 
evince our Joy was merely lecular; and ſurely he 
that obſerv'd the numerous and loud acclamations 
in the ffreets, and the few faint Hallc/ujahs in the 
Temple, muſt needs ſay. they were very diſpropor- 
tionate, and that how much ſoever the molt of 
us rejoyc'd, it was not in the Lord: and then we 
are not to wonder that it was ſotranſient; lince 
it was merely earthly, it mult needs partake of 
" the fadingneſs of its orginal: whereas had we 
deriv'd it Figher, it would have been /aft;zg and 
durable; it could not ſo ſuddenly have expir'd, 
had we fetcht it from him, i» whoſe preſence is 
fulnefs of joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures 
for evermore, But alas, our tranſports were ſuch 
as exhauſted themſelves in their own noife, we 
expreſt our Joy in Boxfires, and it vapour'd away 
in the ſmoke ; there wanted that mixture of 
Piety which ſhould have tix'd that volatile Paſſi- 
on, and we who at firſt were much more glad 
than thanitul, within a very ſhorttime ceaſed to 
be either. 

AND then as violent Heats when once ex- 
pir*d, are ſucceeded by the extreme#t Cold : io 
has it fared with us; we fell from our Ecftaſtes 
not to the mean, but the contrary extreme ; our 
vaſt complacencies at their parting, carried with 
them even ordinary contentation, and left us 
not only joyleſs, but impatient. It was indeed 
matter of equal ſhame and wonder, to ſee a ſcene 
ſo ſuddenly chang'd, whercin as in many other 
inſtances, we ſeem'd to have tranſcrib'd the co- 
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py of the mutinous I/zaz/ites, whom we find in 
the very ſame Chapter, Exo4. 15. triumphing and 
repining; and no ſooner were the Timbrels out 
of their hands, but Complaints were in their 
mouths, verl. 24. What ſhall we drink? And in the 
beginning of the next, with the ſame querulous 
Iimportunity they require meat. But not to wrong 
them in the ria, their Murmurs had ſome 
extennating circumſtances which ours have not; 
they lookt indeed with ſome appetite upon 
A2ypt, and made ſome propoſals of Return, but 
it was while they ſufter'd the hardſhips of the 
wilderneft; they preterr'd a repleted flavery, be- 
tore a hungry freedom ; but even they were not 
ſo frantick in their mutinies, as to make any ſuch 
offer in C4442, or have any Emulation to the 
Garlick and Onions, amidit the affluence of Mz/k 
and Honey : No, 'tis we Alone that have the un- 
happy skill of reconciling the fins of Caaez, and 
the IVitdervefſ; murmur as much under our Vines 
and F:z-trees, as at Rephidim, or Marah, and make 
all the out-cries of waxt and flavery, whileſt we 
wallow in rhe utmoſt luxury of plenty and free- 
aom, T need not here ſpecifie the particulars of 
our Murmurings, this diſcourſe being not like- 
ly to find many whole innocence will need that 
informarion, this -2alie nant humor having ſpread 
ſo, that*ris now become almoſt a ſcandalous (be- 
cauſe a ſingular) thing to be contented. And 
certainly a conſideringForeigner,that ſhould come 
among us,could not bur be aſtoniſh'd to fee a Na- 
tion fo full of all thoſe things which ule to create 
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temporal fſatisfattions, and yet to find no body 
in it ſatisfied ; to ſee ſo many parties among us, 
and none proſperous. This 1s ſuch a riddle as 
would tempt a Man to ſuſpect his /ex/es, and 
think we had all this while bur dreamt of a reſto- 
ration: been under the deluſion the Prophet de- 
{ſcribes of the hungry and thirſty man, that at bis 
waking finds he us empty, and his ſoul hath appetite, 
Eſay 29. 8. *Tisa ſad, bur viſible truth, that all 
that God has done for us, hath been ſo far from 
filling our deſires, that it has only ſervd to en- 
large them : for I appeal to any of our loudeſt 
mutineers, whether it ſome years ſince the pre- 
ſent ſtate of affairs had been repreſented to them, 
dreſt in the worſt circumitances they now com- 
plain of, they would not then have thought it 
extremely amiable, worth Rachels prize of ſeven 
years more hardſhip; nay, whether they would 
not willingly have made ſome abatements, relin- 
quiſht part of what they now enjoy, to have had 
the reſt ſecurd? And when God has granted us 
all we thez askt, ſhall we murmur becauſe we 
could zow perhaps ask ſomething more ; and like 
ingrate Debtors, pick a quarrel to evade pay- 
ment? Was it not enough that he engag'd his 
Omnipotence for us, but muſt his Omniſcience al- 
ſo be preſt upon the ſame ſervice ? and provide 
all he could foreſee we could wiſh? Alas, do 
we think we have the ſame hank upon God, that 
{ome Gallants have on their truſting Merchants, 
that upon peril of loſing all former ſcores, he 


mult ſtill go on to ſupply us? Shall we think no- 
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thing fit for oblivion but our obligations ? And 
in this perverſe ſence tranſcribe S. Paul, Phil. 3. 
13. forgetting thoſe things which are behind, reach 
forward to the things that are before : this indeed 
too fully ſpeaks us the off-ſpring of our firſt Pa- 
rents3 we can find no guſt in all the fruits of Pa- 
radiſe, if any one be denied us ; and ſtill look not 
on what we have, but what we want; and as it 
is obſerv'd of the greedier ſort of creatures, that 
they reliſh not one bit for the vehemeat expeQaati- 
on of another : So is it with us, we devour, but 
do not exjoy our Bleſſings; and to require him to 
fatisfie us, is toaſſhgn him the Poers Hell, ſet him 
with Belws daughters to the task of filling a 
ſieve with water, or rolling Syſiphw"s ſtone ; our 
growing appetites ſtill keeping us empty and 
reſtleſs amidſt all endeavours to make us other- 
wiſe; ſo that whereas God uſes to commit his 
favours to Men, as ſeed to the Earth, in expeQa- 
tion of an harve#, ſome fruits of gratitude and 
obedience ; they ſeem with us rather to be flung 
into a Gr/ph, whole property is only to ſwallow, 
never to frudtifie. 

I KNOW mens Mzzas are fo poſſeſt with 
their diſcontents, our daily mutinous blaſts have 
puft up and ſwelled our grievances to ſuch vaſt- 
neſs, that he muſt expect to be very impatient- 
ly heard, that ſhall attempt to repreſent them 
in a leſſer ſize; yet ſure 'twere not impoſſible 
even upon a direCt view, to demonſtrate them ve- 
Ty light and moderate : but upon a comparative, 
perfeAly trivial and inconfiderable ; and ” # 
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little ſtrange, that we who bare our /ate ſuffering 
eſtate with ſo much Impatience, ſhould nor have 
impreſſions enough left in our memory, to con- 
front to all our preſent regrers, Do we not quiet- 
ly now poſſeſs the fruits of our own, or our Pro- 
genitors inddſtry, without danger of any Seque- 
itration, but what our own Luxuries inflict ? 
Are not our Perſozs at freedom ; deliver'd from 
that kind word, and unkind thing, S E C U- 
RING ? So that when weriſe in the Morning, 
we need not fear our next lodging ſhall be in the 
Goal or dungeon ; nor when we lit down to our 
Meal, ſuſpect the intruſion of arm'd unimuited 
Gueſts, who ere whiles, we know, were wont to 
ſurpriſe us, as the Plague did the 1/rae/rtes, ever 
while the meat was yet in our mouths; are not our 
Lives under the cuſtody of known Laws, ſo that 
no Man is in danger that will but keep himſelf 
within thoſe Boundaries; nor need fear to be 
mockt into his grave by ſhews and Pageantries of 
Juſtice ? And beſides theſe real eſcapes from ſla- 
very, are we not reſcued from the moſt imbitter- 
ing circumſtance of it, the having ſervants rule 
over «5? A thing which rendred our ſubjeCtion as 
mean and ſervile, as it was ſharp and preſling, 
and which we were thex ſo ſenſible of, that 
it never miſt to bring up the rear of our Com- 
plaints. Laſtly, if we reflect upon our higher 
ſpiritual concerns, are we not freed from thoſe 
boiſterous robuſt temptations, which with the vio- 
lence of Famine and Sword, Beggary and Death 


aſſaulted our conſtancy, and letr no mean between 
Martyr- 
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Martyrdom and Apoitalie? Are we not allo re- 
ſtor'd to all thoſe ſpiritual advantages which we 
once profeſt ſo much to value? That well of life 
now lies open before us, after which we once 
panted like the Hart after the water-ſprings ; our 
ancient worſhip is revivd, and wants only our at- 
tendance to make it ſolemn ; whereas the abomi. 
nation of Deſolation (tood in the holy place, our 
prayers were turned to lin ; needed,but were de- 
nied the Liturzze to pray againit them, or atone 
their guilts. We have no longer foes given us 
for bread, nor experiment that ſad riddle, of being 
at once cloyed and ſtarved ; amidſt exceſs of 
preaching ſuffering a Famine of the Word. And 
now are all theſe worth no regard ? It they are 
not, why did we exclaim ſo loudly when we wan- 
ted them? If they are; why are we ſtill as queru- 
lous now we have them ? ?Tis ſure, theſe include 


all our great and ſubſtantial intereſts as Men, and 


Chriſtians, and thole being provided for, *tis not 
eaſily imaginable what others we ſhould have im- 
portant enough to make us querulous, unleſs it 
be thoſe of Paſſion and Humour. One mans am- 
vition perhaps wants a ſatisfaction, another mans 
avarice, a thirds ſpleen ; and this diſcord makes 


up the very unmuſical Harmony of our murmur. 


It we ſee but a Moydecai in the King's Gate 
whom we wiſh removed, we can like Hamay find 
no gult in any thing we enjoy. It we ſee ſome, 
who we think have born leſs of the burden and 
heat of the day, rewarded equally or perhaps 
above our felves, we are ſure to make out the Pa- 
| rable, 
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rable, by murmuring at the good Man of the 
houſe : Or if Nizeveh be ſpar'd, if all be not exe- 
cuted to whom we have denounc'd deltruction, 
we like Jonah lit down in a ſullen diſcontent, and 
grow weary of our lives, becauſe others are per- 
mitted to enjoy theirs. To theſe and other heads 
of the like. nature, tis apparent our grievances 
may be reduced ; and then if the balance be put 
into any diſpaſſionate hand, ris ſure they can ne- 
ver become a counterpoize to the other real bene- 
fits we enjoy, but will in the Prophets phraſe ap- 
pear /ighter than vanity and nothing. 
BUT I ſuppoſe ſome will ſay, *tis not only 
preſent uneaſineiſes of which they are impatient, 
but the poſſibility of future, a fear of relapſing 
into our former eſtate by the ill managery of our 
preſent : To tlieſe I ſhall anſwer, that admit 1t 
were ſo, yet ſure *rwill be no wiſdom to antici- 
pate' our miſeries, to foreſtal diſcontents, and 
make foreſight as painful as aftual ſuffering, In 
other forbidden inttances we chule to enjoy the 
preſent, and with an Epicurean Inditterency cry, 
Let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die, 1 Cor. 15. 
32, How is it that we here become 1o unluckt- 
ly ſagacious,unlefs it be that murmuring is a Sen- 
{uality we account equivalent, nay ſuperior to all 
rational ſatisfactions ; and therefore that we may 
have no intermiſſion of that delight, ſuborn our 
phancies to find occaſions, and fetch in from the 
future thoſe ſupplies which the preſent affords 
not : But beſides this, I ſhould in the ſecond 
place ask thee great Diwinys, why they do _ 

ail» 
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alſo foreſee, that this very mutinous temper of 
theirs is the moſt direct and infallible means of 
bringing thoſe »»iſchiefs they pretend to fear ; 
that it is ſo, is moſt evident, and ſo well obſerv'd 
by our Adverſaries, that there is little doubr, they 
have not only pleaſure, but deſigns upon it; and 
to that purpole have their Exgizs on work to 
blow up the hot Spirits among us, in expeCtation 
from thence to raiſe a flame. So blind a thing is 
Paſſion, that it hurries on to the things which in 
their iſſue we moſt abhor ; makes us our Enemies 
arudges, and the forgers of our own ſhackles; and 
whilit we cry out of petty Indulgencies, we our . 
ſelves give them in the /ump, what we grudge 
them in parcels: This is a miſerable infatuation, 
and while we act thus unreaſonably, we are ſure 
no competent declaimers againft ill managery. 
But beſides this natural effect of our murmurs, 
we are allo to remember that there is a Divine 
vengeance attending it : when bourties and /argeſ- 
ſes are quarrelPd at, we neceſſitate God to ano- 
ther Method, nay indeed, not only his vexgeazce, 
but even his &:zazefs ſeems to ſuggelt it ; when 
he ſees our conſtitutions ſuch, that his gentle ap- 
plications work contrary effects, *tis very appolite 
for him to try whether the Aztiperiftaſis will ope- 
rate on the other {ide; 1f we {mart thus under /e- 
ritives, *tis but fit to eſſay, if corroſrves will eaſe 
us ; and the only remaining experiment for the 
making us happy 15 to make us miſerable. 

BU T would God we might yet prevent the 


need of ſuch unkindly expedients, and by a ſober 
eltimate, 
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eſtimate, and thankful ſenſe of what we have, 
provide to conſerve it: not faſtidiouſly deſpiſe 
great and eminent bleſſings, becauſe perhaps they 
come not home to every part of our wiſbes, Alas, 
thoſe plenary ſatisfaQtions agree not with the na- 
ture of Earthly things: *Tis an obſervation long 
ſince rais'd from the Globular and Triangular 
form of the World and our Hearts, that 'tis im- 
poſſible the one ſhould be filled with the other, 
there will ſtill be ſome angles, ſome vacuities 
left ; our very acceſſions create new warts; and 
like an unſound limb, the healing of oze Sore is 
the breaking out of another. Every thing under. 
the Moo partakes of her vicifirudes, augments 
and decreaſes only with this difference, that 
though their waxes be to as low a degree as hers, 
they never are perfeCtly at the full. There never 
was, nor never will be a State here completely 
happy : And as the Philoſopher handſomely re- 
proacht the impatience of the Perſian King for the 
death of his Wife, by undertaking to revive her, 
if he could help him but to the names of rhree 
Men, that had never griev'd, to write upon her 
Tomb; ſo ſurely we may make the like offer to 
our malecontents, and engage to redeem all their 
uneaſineſles, if they can point us out (I fay not 
three, but) one age wherein there were no com- 
plaints, What then are our clamorous Repinings, 
but ſo many loud imvedFves againſt Gods decree ; 
2 Deſire to ſubvert his fundamental Law,and con- 
found the diſtiniion he has irreverſibly ſet be- 
tween our Ezrthly and our Heavenly ſtate ? = 

alas, 
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alas, What mad inſolence is this, to expect that 


the whole Oeconomzy of the world mult be chang'd 
only to humour us? That God mult replant us a 
Paradiſe, pluck up every oneof the Briars and 


Thorns which were our nativecurle? Nay, bring 


down Heaves to us, and enſtate us in undiſturb'd 
unmixd feficities? This is indeed {imply confi- 
dered a very wild expectation, but yet more fo, 
when 'tis conlidered how we qualikie our ſelves 
for ſuch a priviledge: for let me ask, are we as 
eager to anticipate the holinefi, as the happineſs of 
Heaven? Do we as paſſionately deſire to do Gods 
will,as that God ſhould do eurs? And emulate the 
Angelical obedience and purity, as much as blif? 
Theſe are Interrogatories. which need no verbal 
Anſwer, our lives do too fully reſolve them 1n the 
negative; and then how ſhameleſs a partiality is 
it, thus to carve to out ſelves, and chuſe out of 
cither ſtate what we beſt like, reſerve all the ſen- 
ſualities of this world, and yet cry out for the im- 
pa//ivleneſs of the next ; bur alas, thefe are pre- 
tenſions as inconſiſtent as they are bold, wv#+. 


ces having ſuch a native inſeparable adherency of 


painand wvexatien, that *tis not tht moſt dexte- 
rous managery of a fin that can ever ſever them, 
but if we will retain the oe, we muſt the other al- 
{o: A Truth which might be exemplified to us 
throughout the whole Catalogue even of ſenſual 
ſins; bur it is moſt eminently viſible in this of 
murmuring, which ſtays not as others do to take 
Pain at the-rebouzad, and by way of reſult ; but has 
it as 1ts firſt Element and principle ; it being it- 
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ſelf almoſt as great a pain, as any it can betray 
us to: and yet to ſeeure an adyance and perperuity 
of Torment, every Event ſerves to foment and 
heighten it, and the moſt deſperate things arc 
equally combuſtible to that flame, Indeed he 


| that is poſſeſt with that humour, has a kind of fu- 


ry within him, that will never let him reft : And 
alas, what Legions of ſuch evil Spirits are now 
among us? How are weas it were inſpir'd with 
eMatiny, it being the univerſal dialett of the Na- 
tion ; and of many in it, who cannot be ſuppos'd 
to found it in any obſeryation of their own, but 
are led by the common genir, and bellow rather 
by conſent with the reſt of the herd, than for any 
uneaſineſs, at leaſt of i»j»ſtice and oppreſſion ( for 
ſuch only give pretence for Matiny ) that them- 
ſelves feel. And lince 'tis become a Plebeinn wice, 
would God our Gentry would uſe it as they do 
their-faſh0ns, and leave it off ( if for no better 
reaſon ) for its being v#«/zar : And indeed 'twere 
but equitable, that thoſe who have taken up ſo 
many fins upon puntilio, ſhould for once lay 
down one upon the ſame ſcore. The 4rhenian 
State put down their Oſtraci/m ( which otherwile 
they were fond enough of) becaule it was debaſed, 
by happening to fall on Hyperbolus, a deſpicable 
and abje& perſon: and there ſeems not much dif- 
ference 1n the caſes, ſave only that we are more 
tenacious of Szns, than they of Puniſhments; and 
I fear we ſhall ſo long retain this, till we find it its 
own Lz#tor, not only in the preſent uncsſineſs, but 
in that more fruitrful harveſt of Miſchiets, pany 
P Q 
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of it has now ſown the ſeeds. We lee here what 
our thankfulneſs is, for thoſe eminent miraculous 
mercies we have receiv'd, and the account of that 
15 an unhappy ſpecimen, what we are like to find, 
when we lurvey the uſes we have made of them, 
which God knows have been (o unnatural and 
perverle, as does too fully parallel the former in- 
ſtance. | 

FOR firſt, if we reflet upon our ſpiritual 
bleſſings, what has the enjoyment of thole advan- 
tages produced, but the contempt of them? we 
have an eaſe free acceſs to God in his Sanuary, 
our Churches are no longer Garriſons to keep out 
the worſhip to which they were devoted, bur 
like hoſpirable doors, are open to the regular piety 
of any that willenter. And now we have this l:- 
berty, now the flaming ſword is removed, we have 
loſt all _ to the Tree of life, can willingly 
let thoſe Everlaſting gates ( as the Pſalmiſt ſtyles 
them) Pſa/. 21. tandas everlaſtingly open, ere we 
enter them: And though the Fabricks are by 
Gods. providence reſcued from their duſt and 


ruines, yet many of us endeavour to reduce them. 


to a yet worle delolation, ſtrive to depopulate 
thoſe ſacred Manſions, and execute againſt them 
that prophetick threat concerning Nrmeveh, Na- 
hum 1. Leave them empty, void and waſte. And 
indeed fo they are, ifnort in an abſolute, yer ina 
Comparative ſence; for could we at any time of 
Divine Service make an eſtimate of all the perſons 
that are abſent, 'twould ſcarce be diſcern'd that 
any are there; wereall corners ranſackt, what a 

multitude 
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multitude of Rec#ſa»ts ſhould we find upon a far 
differing account from that of Conſcience ? Some 
we ſhould ſee ſtretching themſelves upon their 
beds, keeping a Sabbath indeed, bur to their ſth, 
not their God ; others perhaps we may find rous'd 
from their Couches, upon the ſummons not of 
Religion but vanity ; ſome new garment is to be 
fitted, ſome exotick dreſs efſayed, and they who 
grudge oze hour tothe Preachers glaſs, can ſpend 
any at their own ; where they are fo taken up 
with their Idolatries to themſelves, that they 
think of no other worſhip; nay, as the world 
gocs, 'twere well this were the worſt diverſion, 
that ſome did not keep from Church, that they 
might in the interim, defile thoſe leſſer Temples 
of God they carry about them, and cut them- 


{ves off fromthe Communion of Chriſfts body, to 


make themſelves members of an Harlet : or that 
others were not Bacchus his Votaries when they 
ſhould be Gods, ſpend that time in their frantick 
revels, and ſing a Dithyrambick inſtead of Te De- 
«nm. Asforthe eMammoniſt, if he keep any holy 
day, *tis like the Iſraelites to his Gods of: Gold, 
Exod, 32.31, Heis looking with veneration on 
his Idoliz'd trealure, numbring thoſe bags he 
dares not uſe, or perhaps with a more active Zeal 
purſuing the means of encreaſing them. Thus 
alas, may we gofrom one to another, and as it 
was 1n Ezekze/'s viſion, fee ſtill greater abomi- 
nations, Ezek. 8. And certainly that All-ſecing 
Eye, which diſcerns what multitudes do thus 
bulie themſelves, at the times even of his folemn- 
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eſt worſhip, cannot but adjudge us moſt profane 
deſpiſers of his mercy in reſtoring it: Yet would 
to God 'twere only the abſext upon whom that 
ſentence would fall ; but alas, the behaviour of 
many in the Church does too loudly teſtifie how 
little of devotion brings them thither, and at how 
mean a rate they value all that is done there: 
Thoſe Eyes which there ſhould wait on God, as 
thoſe 4 a Servant on the hands of a Maſter, 
Pſal. 123.2. are rolling about to fetch in all the 
vanities and temptations which can occur to 
them, and look every way, but towards Heaven, 
Our Toxgues which ſhould be toucht with a Coal 
from the Altar, devoted wholly tro Hymns and 
Prayers, are buſied in private Colloguies with 
thole about us: Buſineſs, News, nay, all the 
impertinent chat of our moſt vacant hours, 1s 
then takenup to entertain us; ſo that he who 
would know the talk of the Town or neighbour- 
hood, need go neither to Exchange nor Market, 
the Church will as certainly ſupply him : And this 
ill employment of our Tongues, engages the like 
ofour Ears, which when they ſhould be hearken- 
ing what the Lord God will fay concerning us, 
are liſtening to thoſe vain diſcourſes we hold with 
one another; from all which outward indecencies 
we may too ſurely colle& the inward irreverence 


of our heart. Andis it poſfible that this ſhould | 
now be the Temper of thoſe, who not long ſince | 


ſeem'd to bewail their exclufion from thoſe (acred 
Aſemblies? Did we long for them as David for the 


waters of Bethlehem, when they appear'd unattain- | 


able, 
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able, and when they are brought to us, refuſe to 
talte- them, pour them out not. as he did in d&ve- 
tion, bur in contempt? *Tis true indeed, in tem- 
poral Delights poſſeſſion uſually proves a nauleat- 
ing thing, and takes off our apperite ; bur it uſes 
not.to be ſo in ſpiritual, whole peculiar property 
it is, not to ſatiate, but excite'by fruition : Bur' 
alas, though the Things we converſe with are 
ſpiritual, our Hearts are carxal,: and that 1s the 
cauſe why inſtead-of crying out with the Pſa/mi/t, 
When ſhall-I come to appear #n the preſence of Goda, 
Pſal. 42. :We, like thoſe in Malachy, Chap. 1. 
I3. Snuff at his ſervice, and ſay, What a wearineſs 
# it ? A wearinels indeed it appears in the literal 
lence with many,. who ſleep at 1t as men over-la- 
bour'd, and ſcarce take ſo ſound repoſe in their 
own houſes as in Gods ; indeed ſuch 1s the variety 
of rude behaviour that is there us'd, that ſhould 
an believer come into our Afﬀemblies, he muſt 
ſurely ( as S. Pas! ſuppoſes in another caſe, 
1 Cor. 14. 23. ) ſay, we are mad; to lee ſome 
24zing, ſome whiſpering, ſome laughing, others 
ſleeping, and perhaps the far fewer number pray- 
ing, is ſuch a »edly, as the moſt brutiſh Idolaters 
never admitted in their worſhips ; and the way of 
worſhipping Mercary, by throwing ſtones, or 
Hercules by curſing, is a ſober and decent kind 
of ſervice compar d with this. And now alas, 
when will the Church recover its ancient Title, 
and become the houſe of prayer?” Tis ſure according 
tothe preſent appearance it may have many more 
proper names, that being the leaſt part of che bu- 
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fine(s done in it : 'Tis true, there are ſome that 
make it a Sant#uary, but 'tis only againſt the pe- 
nalties of the Law, or reproach of arrant Atheiſm ; 
they come to fave their money or their credit ; 
others perhaps ſhun the ſolirarineſs of being ar 
home, and come not as to a- place of Devotion, 
bur Concourſe; and 'tis to be donbted, ſome vilit 
that place as they do many others, becauſe they 
have nothing elfe ro do: They want their week- 
days diverſton, and fo are driven thither upon 
mere deftitution of more grateful :entertain- 
ments ; make it a kind of Szzday play-houſe, it 
there as Spectators or Judges, 'toſee the company 
or cenſure the Preacher, bur never remember that 
themſelves have any other part to a; ' or are be- 
held by Him, who will not atways be patient of 
iuch profanation ; but will, as the Scriptare 
ſpeaks, Repay them to their face, who thus contemn 
himtohu., We know among men, every one 
counts his Houſe his fortreſs; and an Afﬀront 
offered him there, doubles the Injury, and is not 
only a contempt, but an invefion: and ſhall it not 
be a proportionable enhanſement with God alſo, 
thus to defie him within his own doors, and ap- 
proach his preſence in an impious bravery, the 
more fully roſhew him, how lirtle we regard him? 
Ar this rate while we addreſs our ſelves, we may 
as ill-manner'd Gueſts be forbid bis houſe : Inter- 
rogated by God as the Jews were, Iſa. 1. W hy dof 
thou tread my Courts? A total abandoning of 
Worſhip being more fair and ingenuous than tuch 
Nevotion : wherein like the barbarow ſouldiers, 

we 
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we bring Chriſt a Sceprey,only to ſmite him on the 
head with it 3 and make a preface of homage, to 
give our ſelves the ſport of the mockery : nay, 'ris 
ladly to be fear'd, that God may thruft us out of 
his Houſe, ſhut his Doors againſt us, reſcxe his 
Service and himſelf from our profanation, and 
put us again under the ſame, (ora worle inter- 
di than that ) which lately lay upon us. 
HAVING now ſcen our icandalous Irreve- 
rence towards Gods worſhip in general, 'tis too 
eaſie to make Application co the ſeveral parts of 
it ; every one of which muſt neceſſarily partake 
of the contempt which falls upor-the whole ; for 
while we bring no thoughts but ſecular with us ; 
thoſe are equally dilagreeing to all the Diviae 


offices : *twill be need!eſs therefore to trace our 
wandrings ineach of thoſe, ſince our whole 5c- 


haviour in the Church is one great deviation from 
the buſineſs we ſhould come about: yer that ſu- 
perſedes not to every guilty perſon himſelf the 
neceflity of a more diſtia&t and particular refle- 
&ion. *Tis ſure at the /aſt dreadful Audit, we 
muſt account for every of thoſe ſpiritual advan- 
tages we haveabusd ; and alas, what a 4diſ:a7 
reckoning will many of us have then to give up, 
when our prayers which we now turn into Sin, 
ſhall be turned into perdition? And we who would 
not ſupplicate our Goa, ſhall in vain invoke the 
mountains and hills to hide «ws from the face of the 
Lemb, when that Word which we now lo faſtidi- 
ouſly deſpiſe, that it muſt be dreſt up in the co- 
lours of humane Rhetorick, to make us at all pa- 
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tient of 1t,and becomes then only tolerable to us, 
when it 1s fartheſt removed from being Gods : 
when that word, as our Saviour ſpeaks, ſhall juage 
#5, and that gracious iviration to life end in that 
fatal ſentence, Goye curſed, Nay, when our ve- 
ry propitiation ſhall plead againſt us, and the 
crucihed Body of our Saviour, which we have 2 
+ faie fo often recrucihed in our unworthy ap- 
proaches, or impious negle& of the holy Encha- 
7i/t ſhall witnefs againſt us as 1ts murderers, when 
we ſhall be found not ſprinkled as with the bloud 
of a ſacrifice, but imbrued as with that of flaugh- 
fer : when all thele means of our ſalvation, ſhall 
thus miſerably convert, and from the ſaveur of 
{ife, become that »»to death, 2 Cor, 2, 16. then we 
4hall ro our amazement find, how differing our 
eſtimatcs of them were from Gods; and in his 
VENSEAnce read the value he- put upan them. 
What then have we now to do, but to anticipate 
our dogs day, and juage our ſelves that we may not 
be judged of the Lord. To make an impartial ac- 
count of all theſe our profanations, and accule 
our lelves before his mercy-ſear, that ſo we may 
prevent the arraignment at his bar of Jadoment. 
And as Offenders are uſually enjoynd to acknow- 
ledge their guilts 1n the very places where they 
commitred them; fo let us make the Church the 
Scene of qour perzrexce, as we have of our faults : 
By our ſtrong crying and tears, deprecate our 
jormer indevotion, and by an exemplary Reve- 
rence, redreſs the ſcandal of our Protanenelſs. 
This, and oaly this 3s the way to ſecure us againft 
rhe 
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the final Vengeance of thele ſins ; nay, and againſt 
the intermeaial allo: for weare not to expect that 
ſounkind abule of mercy ſhall be wholly reſpited 
to another world,it being fo exaſperating a crime, 


- as muſt in all probability awake Gods fwry, and 


pull down preſent Judgments. I wiſh the Event 
do not too ſoon atteſt the reaſonableneſs of this 
ſuppolal. 

I F from our ſþ#r:itual Blefſings, we now de- 
ſcend to our temporal, we ſhall not appear much 
better managers of thoſe; they being general- 
ly employed. to purpoſes the moſt dittant from 
thoſe, for which they were given. And firſt for 
our peace, that great comprehenſive enjoyment, 
upon which all others are dependent, and-which 
15 to our civz/ Capacities, the ſame that healrh 
i5to our #atyral; the thing by which we reliſh 
and taſte the reſt of our comforts, we may from 
the Song of Zachary, Luke 1. learn for what in- 
tent God beſtows it: Deliverance from enemies 1s 
to no other end, but that we may ſerve God in 
holineſs and riphteouſneſs all the days of our life : 
But alas, he that obſerves how we employ our 
quiet, mult ſurely ſay it ſerves little ro the ad- 
vancement either of Holineſs or Righteouſneſs : 
For the firſt of theſe we have already ſeen, how 
little of holineff we ſhew even in that place 
where nothing elſe ſhould be admitted ; and we 
are not ſo prepoſterouſly religious, to ſhew 
more in others. That Pzety which is ſo cold and 
benumm'd under the warm breath of the publick 
Ordinances; we may well preſume ſtark frozen, in 
our 
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our more retir'd offices: and if jt thus faint and 
ſink in conſort, 'tis ſure more liableto the Wile 
mans / ſols, and utterly dies when we are alone. 
'Tis true indeed, theſe Cloſer-rranſeittions are im- 
mediately viſible to none but the ſearcher of 
hearts, yetin true Devorion there is ſuch a Sym- 
metry and proportion, that the Inferences we 
make by axalogie may be very irrefragable: nay, 
tis to be fear'd many iye open to a yet clearer cox- 
vittion, and may be proved to have few or none 
of thoſe private intercourſes with Heaven ; for 
though a negative be not fimply evincible, yet as 
in civil caſes we prove a man not to have been at 
this time ia ſucha place, by his having actually 
been in another 3- ſo were the whole Week, 
Moneth, perhaps Year, of ſome men exactly 
eraced, we ſhould find them fo engrofſed with 
other diverſrons, that there will ſcarce be found 
any Minute for devotion to interpoſe : Mens 
worldly or fleſhly Concerns fo divide their tzme, 
that God from whom 'tis all deriv'd, can be af- 
forded no tribute out of it. Yetalas, 'twere well 
if this privative ſort of impiety were all we had 
to anſwer for: but 'tis too apparent we do not 
only neglef God, but reproach and violate him: 
what elſe are thoſe bold and infolent 5/afphemies 
wherewith we daily aflault him, making him the 
mark at which all our wild Paffions are ſhot. 
Do we want any thing either for our «ſe or de- 
light? Preſently God 1s acculed, his providence 
or his goodnefſ queſtioned; and he declaim'd 


again(t cither as impotent or illiberal. Does any 
body 
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body vex or diſquiet us? God muſt have his 
ſhare of our diſpleaſure, his ſacred name muſt be 
profaned, and we count our fierceſt Rewilings of 
men, faint and inſignificant, ifnot inſpired with 
the moſt dreadful and horrid Oaths; Nay, he 
ſtands obnoxious to all the diſplacencies we re- 
ceive even from inanimate creatures ; if a Dze or 
a Cardrun amils, our reſentments are preſently 
vented upon him; he is profaned and vilihed, 
as if he were the Cheat that rookt us of our m- 
ey, becauſe he does not ſecure us from thoſe 
lofſes, to which we wantonly expoſe our ſelves. 
Nor is it only our eager and warmer paſjons that 
thus invade him: Our pleaſanter moods do the 
very ſame, and we blaſpheme by way of diver- 
tiſement ; every impertinent ſtory or 1nſipid Feſt, 
mult have the haut-gouſt of an Oath to recom- 
mend it, as every incredible Narration has to at- 
zeſt ir: to ſay nothing of thole more ſolemn and 
deliberate perjuries, wherein we impiouſlly ſub- 
orn Gods venerable and dreadful ame, to be the 
Engine of our fraud and malice: and as if we 
thought he would forſwear as well as we, bring 
him to countenance thoſe Crimes he has vowed to 
puniſh, Thus do we with a prodigious impiety 
contaminate even divinity it ſelf, make it the 
ſink for all our puddles to run into ; and profti- 
tute that ame, which as the Pſalmift ſpeaks, 1s 
great, wonderful and holy, to all the unholy pur- 
poſes, our Paſſions, our Intereſts, or our Phancies 
can ſuggeſt to us, 


THIS 
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THIS profaxeneff is fo proper a foundation 
for Atheiſm, that we are not to wonder to ſee 
ſo many advance fromthe one to the other ; they 
pay ſo little of the reverence due to God, that at 
laſt they turn their ?mpzety into argument, and in- 
fer him not to be God, whom they treat ſo unlike 
one. And truly this ſcems to be the grand piece 
of Logick, which has diſputed many, not only 
out of Chriſtian but all zative Religion. How 
unbappily ſucceſsful it has proved among us, 1s 
t00 apparent 1n thoſe impious diſcourſes which 
are every where heard, wherein men are arriv'd 
to fuch a licentiouſnel(s, that Davids Atheiſt was 
a modeſt Puny, whooaly ſaid in his Heart, There 
& no Goa, and perhaps upon that account ſhall 
by fome be adjudged todeſerve the Epithet the 
Pſalmiſt gives him, and be indeed thought a fool, 
that would not own what would now a-days fo 
certainly denominate him a}, or in the ſolemn 
ſtyle, a «Maſter of Reaſon, And indeed they will 
atteſt the property of the ſtyle, they rather go- 
verniag Reaion, than being zovern'a by it ; other- 
wiſe 'rwould be hard to diſcern, how from diffe- 
rent prexaiſſes the ſame concluſion ſhould be indu- 
ced: and thole who in the late adverſe times 
denied God in revengeof their ſufferings, ſhould 
now pay-their gratitude alſo in the ſame manner, 
and renounce him as (' or more) loudly, fince his 
ſignal atteſtation oof that righteous cauſe ; his not 
owning whereof was then their principal plea. The 
truth is, tis a little ſtrange how Atheiſm could 
admit {uch enhanſing accetſions as we find it has ; 
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for it being the completion and higheſt ſtep of 
Ill, and that to which all others do but ſubordi- 
nately tend, one would think, it ſhould from its 
firſt appearance in the world, have been (o ma- 
ture and full grown a fin, as could be capable of 
no improvement ; but ſo ſubtilly wicked are 
theſe latter days, that we can never be broughr 
toa yo ultra, but (till tmd ſomething to add to 
the completeſt ſin: therefore though of thoſe 
that are really Atheiſts, one cannot be ſaid to be 
more ſo than another, yet ſome may be more da- 
ringly, and miſchievoully ſo; and ſure in that 
reſpe& our modern lurmount all former : They 
were generally on the defenſive part, took up the 
texer ns a buckler againſt the unwelcome invaſions 
and Checks of conſcience, and deſign'd nothing 
but the more peaceable enjoyment of their /uſts ; bur 
#ow men do not only ule, but love it ; make them- 
ſelves its avowed Champions, '\{cek to win it Pro- 
ſelytes ; and in ſhort, appear lo zealous for it, as 
ifthey made it their 7e/:gi0» tro have none. And 
God knows, too many ſuch reverſed kinds of 
Evangeliſts we now have, who with as great de- 
ſign unteach Divinity, as the firſt Propugners 
taught it ; and their »umber and boldxefi have fo 
encreas'd ſince the return of our peace, that ſure 
thenext Age will have little cauſe to think Re- 
ligion had any ſhare in the Reftoration, Thus have 
we doneour parts to ſuperſede that obligation of 
ſerving God in holine(s, by leaving no God to 
ſerve; and after the moſt fignal atteſtation of 
his Deity in our reſcue, we do like thoſe 7nzrare 
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perſoss, who ſeek to ſubvert thoſe by whom them- 
ſelves were eſtabliſh'd, and deay him becauſe he 
has ows'd us. 

THIS is the holineff wherewith we have 
ſerv'd him, fince our being deliverd from the 
hands of our Enemies, and our righteouſnefi has 
been very proportionable ; for if we look into 
the dealings of all ranks of men, we ſhall find the 
ſame vein of decezt run through all tranſactions. 
A few years ſince Sequeſtration and Plunderings, 
thoſe whole-ſale robberies had fo over-topt the 
reſt, that like an Fpidemick diſcaſe they had 
overwhelm'd, if not the #izd, yet at leaſt the n0- 
tice of all other Injuſtices: but ſince thole Lewia- 
thans are withdrawn, the /eſſer Devourers ſupply 
their place; Fraud ſucceeds to Violence ; and 
inall places, all occaſions of commerce, we ſtill 
meet with Sequeſtrators. The adulterated wares 
and falſe meaſures in Shops; the dilatory pro- 
ceedings, and evaſive tricksin Law; the various 
and unworthy Cheats of Creditors, and the mean 
and diſhoneſt advantages which are watcht in all 
forts of Coxtratts, are too irrefragable proofs 
hereof. ' Nay, not only our Buſineſs, but our 
very recreationus expole us to thele deceits, as 
ſome of our banakrupted Gameſters can too ſadly 
witne(s ; what troops of Harpyes attend thoſe 
ſports is every mans obſervation: 'Tis ſtrange ſo 
many ſhould yet be to learn the prudence to 
avoid ſo known a danger, wherein a man is at 
once made active and paſſive in the ſame Rob- 
bery, and does himſelf defraud his family of that, 
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whereof he is defrauded by azorher. Bur amonglt 
theſe many injuſtices, there is none wherein Mea 
ſeem generally to find ſuch a guſt and ſenſuality, 
as thoſe wherein God is concern'd ; twenty Lay- 
booties humour them not lo much as oze from rhe 
Clergy ; and if the Quakers ſhould be muſtered 
according to that one Tenet of not paying 
Tiches, we ſhould indeed find their numbers 
formidable. How ſubtle even the rudeft per- 
ſons are in defaulking thoſe dues, we ſee by every 
days experiment, the over-reaching their Mint- 
ſter being the grand Triumph of a Ruſticks wit ; 
ſo that not only their covetouſneſs, but their va- . 
nity is concernd in it: I know 'tis the uſual apo- 
logie for this kind of Sacriledge, that either the 
maintenance of the Clergy is too much, or their 
merit too little ; for the firſt, Ithink it may be 
demonſtrated, That there is no {iberal Science, and 
but few Mechanick trades, from which a man may 
not hope as plentiful a ſab//fence, as this affords 
to the generality of irs profeſſors : However I 
ſhall leave thoſe that make this objeRion to difſ- 
pute it with that authority, which has allotted 
them this proportion ; deliring them to conſider, 
that whatever the ſupport of the Clergy is, it 
colts chem nothing; no man having Purchaſt 
more, than what remains of the Eſtate, after his 
Tith is paid. As to the ſecond, I confels 'tis 
extremely to be wiſht, that the negligence and 
vice of Some did not give too much preterce to the 
Allegation; and to ſuch I cannot but apply the 
words of our S«viosr, Matth. 18. 7, Wobe zo the 
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man by whom the offence cometh ; yer certainly 'tis 
very incompetent.to juſtitie the detention of their 
legal rights : for till the Law which has aſſign'd 
them, delegate the Forfeiture to me, the greateſt 
enormities of my Paſtor, cannot entitle me to any 
thing that is hi : And indeed what blame ſoever 
is really due to ſome, we mult expect it ſhould ex- 
tend to all, if the Acculers were to have the be- 
nefit of the Mul& ; and (as in the late confulions) 
all Miniſters ſhould be-made ſcanaalorms, in order 
to the making them poor. 

'TWERE ecalictodraw up a far larger Ca- 
talogue of thoſe injuſtices we daily commit ; for 
as a man has divers other concerns beſides his 
goods, ſo he may be injurd in all thoſe: and tru- 
ly the iniquity of theſe days, ſeems fully com- 
menſurate toall the ſuffering capacities of man- 
kind: wewerighour own and others Concerns in 
very differing balances, and offer thoſe Injuries 
without any regret, which we can with no pati- 
ence ſuffer : How nicely jealous is every one of 
us of his owz Repute, and yet how maliciouſly 
- Prodigal of other mens? lo that Defamation is 
become one of our main Toptcks of diſcourſe, fur- 
niſhes entertainment to all companies ; the pre- 
ſent owe their Divertiſement to the abſent, and' 
many would bedrein'd quite dry, were it not for 
this relerve, which like an unexhauſtible ſpring, 
ſtill ſupplies freſh matter of talk. In like man- 
ner how carefully do we avert any hurt or mutila- 
tion of our ow7 boates, and yet how barbaroufly 
inconſ(iderate are we of others,to whom we do the 
greateſt 
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greateſt out-rages, rather thari uſe any violence 
to our paſſion, or reſtrain an angry Humour: on- 
ly I confeſs there is one Inſtance, wherein though 
we are unjuſt, we are not fo partial; but expole 
our ſelvesalſo; and thatis in the caſe of Duels; 
a barbarous cultom wherein, 'tis hard to detine, 
whether the Wickednels or Folly be greater ; yer 
It maintains its way in ſpight of all the methods 
God has us'd to make us better or wiſer : Of this 
there are too many, .and too noted inſtances fince 
our reſtoration, as if we were ſo enamour'd of 
deſtruction, that when we are prevented of it 
from our Enemies, we ſeek it from one another ; or 
thought publick Peace fo intolerable, that when 
Tis caſt upon us ( as ſure ours, ifever any may be 
ſaid to be ) weare fain to take in private quarrels, 
as our reſcue from that dull quiet, and court the 
utmoſt -iſchiefs, to avoid the oppreffion of the 
greateſt happinef. Thus perver{ly do we coun- 
termirie Gods purpoſes of kindneſs; and when he 
has ſecur'd us, ſolicitouſly ſeck to be deliver'd 
from our ſafety ; projet new dangers, and dare 
his power with a yet harder Task, the de/ivering 
uw from our ſelves: And whilſt we thus avert our 
quiet, 'tisno wonder that we produce no better 
effects of it ; nor frucifie under that, which we 
will not permit our ſelves to enjoy: 

N D as upon this general view, we appear 
very ill managers of our Peace; fs ſhall we much 
more, if we refle& on thoſe many particular 
bleſſings which are wrapr up in thatzof which 
we make ſo perverſe uſe, that we there no leſs 

violate 
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violate Sobriety, than we have already appear'd to 
do piety and righteonſneſſ; fo filling up the mea- 
ſure of our iniquity by tranſgrefling all the funda- 
mental rules of Chriſtianity, /iving neither ſ0- 
berly, righteouſly, nor Godly in this preſent world, 
Tit. 2.12. And of thoſe advantages which are the 


appendages to Peace, there are two moſt emi- | 


nent ; Plenty and Liberty, both of which are the 
more remarkable in our preſent quiet, by how 
much the deprivation of each was the greater. For 
the firft, we know the /ate times of rapine, had torn 
from many among us their whole ſubſiſtence, fo 
entirely deſpoil'd them that they were reduc to 
Fobs condition and connected the two extreme 
points of Birth and Death, by a middle ſtate of 
the like nakedneſs and deſtitution : and to ſuch, 
our late reſtoration was a kind of Civil reſurretti- 
02; rais'd them like Eiſha's dry bones, trom the 
moſt hopeleſs ſtate, and by a ſucceffive pofſeſſi- 
on of their own Inheritances, made them heirs to 
themſelves. And though all were not ſo wholly 
divelted, yet like thole Canaanites whom the 
Fews did not extirpate, they were put under Tri- 
bute: and while perſons who knew ſo well how 
toexat, were Lords Paramount, a bare 'being 
was all-could be expetted ; they ſeem'd rather 
Stewards than owners of their fortunes, and had 


rather the trouble, than advantage of their Man | 
gery: And who would not think that this ſo long 


want of plenty ſhould have taught us ſobriety in 
the uling it ? That deſuerade thould have worn 


out the skill of /#x#r7, and we ſhould not have 
known 
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known how to be riotous: bur alas, our memo- 
ries have been too faithful to us in this particu- 
lar ; no one of our vanities is fallen into oblivion, 


'but on the contrary the art of Voluptuouſneſs ſo 


improved, as if all the time that, was loſt from 
the Prafick, had been ſpent in the Theory, and 
we had for ſo many years been contriving new 
kinds and degrees of excels. Indeed it 1s too 
ſure, we retain'd the affefFion, when we had loſt 
the power of rioting; and 'tis not our proſperity 
ſeduces us, but we it. Foras the Sz though it 
lends its rays to the begetting of the vileſt 1-- 
ſes, yet makes no ſuch production but upon 
apt matter, /{ime and putrefattion : fo neither 
would the moſt opulent fortune make us ſenſual, 
did it not find' us diſpos'd and prepar'd for it. 
How forcible thoſe propenſions are, appears by 
the multitude of objecZs on which they work ; 
For they had need be ſtrong Inclinations that 
take in all Opportunities, nay, poſſibilities of 
actuating themlelves, and ſuch 'tis evident ours 
are, there being nothing capable of miniſtring 
to luxury, which we uſe not to that purpoſe. 
Our eMeat 1sno longer apportioned to our Hun- 
ger but our Taſts: to that the Stomach is made 
merely paſſive in the matter of Eating ; ſerves on- 
ly to receive thoſe loads we charge it with, whileſt 
its Elections and Choices are foreſtall'd by the 
palate or phancy ; nay, 'tis not permitted ſo much 
as a negative voice, not allowed to refuſe what 
iseither for kind or quantity deſtructive to it : 
We do with ſtudied mixtures force our relucting 
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apfetites, and with all the Spells of Epicuriſm, 
conjure them up that we may have the pleaſure 
of laying them again. Thus unworthily creache- 
7045 are we to Nature,which while we pretend to 
relieve, we oppref, by giving her not only beyond 
her need, but ſufferance: And to ſhew we are no 
leſs dexterous in mixing fizs than meats ; our ve- 
ry Pride (though in it ſelfan intelleual vice ) 
mingles with our Gluttony ; every thing is inſt 
pid that is not coſtly ; and it is thought an ignoble 
Peaſant-like thing to eat a plain meal: Nor 1s 
he now to be lookt on as a Gentleman, whoſe 
fingle Ordinary coſts not as much eas would be 
( and himſelf. would perhaps ſome years ſince 
have thought ) a fair exhibition for ſome whole 
families. And that we may not be charg'd with 
partial intemperance, we go not leſs in that of 
drink ; wherein we are ſonice and critical, that 
tis become a ſpecial skill and faculty to judge of 
liquors : But how great ſoever our c«riofity be, | 
*ris ſure our excef# 1s greater, and does not only 
over-match but ſupplant it; there being no drink 
ſounpleaſant, which the love of a debauch will 
not reconcile us to. So great a malice do we 
bear to our reaſoz, that to oppreſs it, we are con- 
rent to expoſe our darling, and do violence to our | 
very ſenſe. How unhappily predominant this 
brutiſh Vice 1s, need not here be told, ſince it too 
evidently atteſts ir ſelf to every mans obſcrvati- | 
on, it no. longer ſeeking the ſhelter of night | 
and darkneſs, but impatient of ſuch delay, ap- ' 
pears.in the broadeſt light; and he is now a | 
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ſlow-paced drunkard, that has not finiſht his courſe, 
perhaps begua another, before the Sz» has ended 
his: nay, ſo is the Scene chang'd, that ſobriety is 
become a reproachful thing ; tuch as even thole 
who value it dare not own, and are either driven - 
to preſerve it by ſhifcs and artitices, or elſe chuſe 
to 4baxdon it rather than hazard the ſcandal. And 
certainly this is the great advantage this ſin has 
for the propagating it ſelf; for tis impoſſible 
Beſtiality ſhould be fo univerlally agreeable to 
mankind, that all ſhould purſue it our of appetite 
and {iking: "tis this Fear that engages many in 
it; andthough it hath too many woluntiers, yet 
ſure 'tis this preſſthat helps to make up its »«m- 
bers; which as it ſpeaks the great baſeneſs of 
thoſe who are thus aſham'd both of Piety and 
Humanity, and had rather ceaſe'to be en, than 
appear to be Chriſtians ; fois it a ſad indication of 
National impiety, a fatal Symprome that we 
have near fill'd up the meaſure of our iniquities, 
and are ripened for the woes denounced againſt 
thoſe who call evil good, and good evil, Eſay 5.20. 
which ſure was never mare palpably done than 
in this inſtance, wherein zemperance is branded 
for zl xatare, and dullneſs of humour ; whilſt the 
moſt ſwiniſh exceſf muſt paſs far ſociablenefs, 
friendſhip, and hoſpitality ; names which have 
been ſo long proſtituted, that they have loſt their 
native uſe, and men have forgot thoſe very di- 
ſtant things to which they originally belang'd : 
yer ſure fuch once there were ;' God made us /c- 
ctable creatures, and we might ſtill continue {6 
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upon the ſtrength of that firſt principle, and need 
not owe our zztercourſe to our debaucheries; no, 
nor our friendſhips neither, which have been fo 
far from being preſerv'd that way, that there is 
nothing more obviouſly, and frequently violates 
them; nay, indeed the whole ſpecies of real 
Friendſhips ſeems to be extinct, fince this fed#;- 
riows ſort took place. Men think it enough (as 
indeed 'tis too much ) to damn themſelves with 
their friends, and all other communications are 
tranſmuted into that of Sin; for we daily ſee 
thoſe, who cleave the moſt inſeparably in this 
kind to each other, will yet neither do, nor ſuffer 
any thing elſe : And fure if this be fr:exaſbip, 'ris 
{uch a reverſt kind of it, as muſt have as prepo- 
ſterous a Vefiaition ; for none that have yet been 
given by D:ivines or Philoſophers will tit it. The 
like may be faid of hoPitality, which fure is in its 
proper nature of a very diſtant make from this ; 
defign'd to relieve Strangers, not barthen them ; 
to cure their wants indeed, but not by the worſe 
exchange of a Surfeit : So that the axctent and the 
modern Hoſpitality differ as much as that of Mel- 
chizedeck, from that of Circe: the one refreſhes, 
theother transforms : And how great a ſhew ſoe- 
ver of [iberality this later may have, yet he is not 
to be thought to have drunk grats, that has paid 

his reaſon tor his ſbor. | 
AND to borh theſe parts of Intemperance, 
our Uncleanneſs bears tull proportion ; the one 
wakes proviſion for the fleſh, and the other fulfils 
the *u/ts tzereof, Tohow brutiſh an impudence 
this 
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this ſin is grown is too viſible: we need not trace 
mea into their privacies and receſſes, themſelves 
willingly proclaim their guilts; nay, dread no- 
thing ſo much as the opinion of being innocent : 
yea {0 out-dated a virtue is modeſty now become, 
that even that Sex, to which it was once accoun- 
ted the greateſt ornament, have put it off, look on 
itas a piece of Kuſticity, and conntrey-breeding : 
whether this pulling down the fence be an Indi- 
cation they are willing to l.e common, I (hall not 
determine: but ſure that very free and conti- 
dent behaviour now in uſe, is too apt to invite 
aſſaults, and takes off all that Extenuation of 
crime, which was wont to be allowed that Sex, 
upon the ſuppoſition of their being ſeduced ? Thus 
do we publiſh our Sin as Sodom, and if we conli- 
der how much boldneſs it has gain'd ſince the 


retura of our proſperity ; 'twill be probable that 


ours alſo has been fomented by fulneſi of bread, 
and abundance of Idleneff, Ez.16. 49. That our 
Plenty is very ſublervient to jt, appears by the 
vaſt expence wherewith many ren manage this 
vice: And that our Idlenels is fo too, is no leſs 
evident by the /arge portions of time that are ſpent 
in thoſe purſuits, it being, as the great delign, 
ſo the eſpecial buſineſs of too many mens lives. 
As for the remedy which God has aflign'd, it 
ſerves now only to exaſperate the diſeaſe. Mar- 
riage with too many only advances ſimple for- 
nication to adultery, _- ſuperadds perjury to 
uncleanne(s ; - thole ſacred bands are like 
Sampſons Withs, broken upon every aſſault of 
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the Philifines,and the very thought of being con- 
tin'd makes men more apt to range: For alas, 'cis 
not their zeeas but their Phancies they are to pro- 
vide tor, and that is ſo endleſs, 'that the greateſt 
liberty of Polygamy would never farisfic- it: the 
ſame quarrel would lie then to multiplied wives; 
which'does now to ſingle ; I mean,that they were 
their own: And how numerous ſoever their flock 
were, ' 'twould not ſecure'their poor neighbours 
only Lamb ; eſpecially when 'tis'conlider d; that 
12 this they gratifie two fins at once; their vanity 
as well as their /»/? ; their complacence in wnder- 
minixg the Husband, being generally as great, as 
chat in exjoy2»g the Wife, 'And'if Pride abſtract: 
edly and 1n its own nature be, as Solomon ſays, ar 
abomination tothe Lord; certainly when 'tis thus 
complicated, it muſt be infinitely more fo, and 
aſcertain. a concurrence - of thole *' Judgments, 
which are ingly threatned to each of thoſe Szns ? 
what thoſe are, I wiſhguilry perſons would ſeri- 
ouſly ponder, and then 'they would: ſurely think 
their momentary pleaſures much over-bought. 
But alas, ſuch a faſcinating ſin' this is,' as'allows 
men no liberty' of conſideration, - they go on as 
the wiſe-man lays; Prov. 7. 22. with the ſame ſtus 
pidity'thqt an-Ox goeth to the laughter : or, a fool to 
the cortettion of the ſtocks; and while every body 
elſe ohſeryes the Effet of their Vice in their wa- 
ſed bodies, and ruin'd effates ; themſelves arethe 
laſt that diſcern it,” purſue the 'conrſe till the very 
laſt remains of ſtrength and wealth are exhauſt- 


td, *and nothing Itft them bur difeaſe and beggery. 


ade 5. 


Ja = 5A 


—__ © 


et a * es. 5 wn wy © oo 


IE” Voo—— I * 


Sv» > We * S 


- Os RO OO CO —__—_— =o 


Chap.8. concerning Almighty God, 86. 2:37 


Ofthe truth of this, there have been too many 
ſad examples, though it ſeems not yer enough, to 
give caution toothers. * 

AND to thele /fts of the fleſh, we ſpare not to 
add thoſe of the eye allo; for 1o ſurely we may 
properly call all thoſe Luxnries which adapr 
themſelves peculiarly to that Faculty ; ſuch are 
the 2aiety of Apparel, richneff of Furniture, and 
all the p/endor of Equipage which has no pro- 

riety to any other ſen(e, but that of ſeeing, and 
1s loſt if it be not lookt on: And though theſe 
feem to differ much from that Coveronſneſs which 
S. Fohn is ſuppoſed tocomprehend in that Phraſe, 
the one being the renacity, the other the profuſion 
of Money ; yet they are but leveral branches of 
'the ſame Sin, and are diverſified only by a various 
application to'the Obje# : for in ſtrict ſpeaking, 
he that covets Gold and Silver to lay on his back, 
is as properly covetows, as he that deſigns it only 
to fill his coffers. Bur beſides the propriety thele 
exceſſes have to that title, they have nole(s claim 
to that enſuing, The Pride of Life ; it being evi- 
dent that they are both effects and Fomenters of 
Pride : and ſure this ſets but an ill Characer vp- 
on them, that when the poſe has divided all the 
luſts of the world into three ſorts, theſe bid (o fair 
tows of them. 1 would not here beunderſtood to 
condemn that Decency and moderate Expence, 
which agree tothe ſeveral ranks and qualities of 
Perſons, there being not only 'a /awfulxeff, but 
ſome kind of' civil neceſſity for ſuch Diſtinaions: 
fic r is the levelling principle fitter to be admitted 

i in 
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in Habit, that in Title or Eſtate : That which 1 
accuſe is quite another thing, it being that inor- 
dinate profuſion, which does not only exceed the 
ability and fortune of the Perſon, but the pro- 
portion ofhis rank and condition; and ſo con- 
founds that diſtiacioa it ſhould preſerve, and le- 
vels us the wrong way: it being more tolerable 
that all ſhould be Peaſants, than all Lords. And 
this is the irregularity that many ſeem to affeq, 
there being not only an emulation of pomp and 
bravery among equals, but thole of the molt di- 
{tznt qualities, there ſeeming now no other mea- 
ſure than the utmoſt extent of their 2ozey or cre« 
dit ; the latter whereof is often ſo ſtretcht, that it 
not only cracks it felf, but by an unhappy conta- 
gion, breaks thoſe it deals with, and like a Gra- 
z2zado tears Towns in pieces: The many ruin'd Fa- 
milies of Tradeſmen do too ſadly atteſt this: 
would God our Galaxts would conſider how un- 
equal it is, that many ſhould want zeceſſary cloath- 
ng, only to maintain the ſuperfiuity of theirs ; an 
Injuſtice which not only upon a religious, but po- 
litick account delerves the levereſt Reproof, and 
ſince Divine Laws will not reſtrain it, 'twere well 
if Hamane were provided : though I confels, 
*twere not ealie to find out penalties to deter 
thoſe, whom the wants ſo uſually attending theſe 
exceſſes will not diſcourage. This fort of vanity 
was once thought peculiar to wowes ; and though 
I cannot ſay that the ſexes have exchang'd faults, 
( becauſe each ſtill keeps its own, together with 
tho!e of the other ) yet 'tis evident they have com- 
municated 
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municated them ; and as the women of this Age 
have tranſcrib'd Maſculine Vices, ſo the mes have 
Feminipe ; this particularly, wherein they ſeem 
fully to anſwer the Copy, they being as Critical- 
ly knowing in all the myſteries of vanity, and as 
diligent in reducing their ſpeculations to practice, 
as any the molt extravagant female. Indeed both 
the one and the other purſue this folly with lo 
great an expence of Care, Time, and Money, as 
if to be fine and happy were the ſame thing, and 
their Soazes had been defign'd for their Cloaths, 
rather than their c/oaths for their Bodies. 

AND now when all theſe luxuries are to be 
ſerv'd, it had need be an exorbitant plenty that 
ſhall ſupply them ; and that will unfold the riddle 
ſo frequent among us, of ſo many being poorer 
ſince they recovered their eſtates, than when 
they wanted them: Our reveaue how large loe- 
ver, 1s ſo clogg'd and incumber'd with our v+ 
ces, that they moulder away, and only ſerve to 
carry other mens with them, by giving credit to 
run in debt. There are indeed no juch unmerciful 
exattors as our own Lulſts ; the one gleans afterthe 
other, till they induce ſuch a ſcarcity, as the Pro- 
phet Foe/ deſcribes, 1.4.That which the Palmer-worm 
hath left, hath the Locuſt eaten, and that which the 
Locuſt hath left hath the Canker-worm eaten,c3 that 
which the Canker-worm hath left, hath the Caterpillar 
eaten : So that in effect, we have only changed 
our oppreſſors, and are as much or more exhauſt- 
ed by our own fins, as we were before by other 
mens; with this woful circumſtance that now 

we 
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we have the gui/ts as well as the ſufferings : Thus 
do we robour (elves, and create wazxt in the midft 
of all that abundance God has given us, uſing our 
plenty as the Benjemites did the Levites Concu- 
bine, F-ag. 19. force and proſtitute it, till we de- 
ſtroy it ; and the ſimilitude holds in this alſo, 
that what wethus violate is not our own ; for let 
us fancy what we will, certainly our ſuperflur- 
ries are more the poors Right than ovrs, alfign'd to 
them by God the grand Proprietor. So that our 
Exceſles have, belides their proper g«:/*, that of 
injuſtice ſuperadded ; and when the cry of the 
poor ſhall be joyned to thoſe of our riots, they will 
certainly be too clamorous to let vengeance any 
longer (oep. | 

THIS is the account we can give of our 
plenty, and that of our /iberty is not much better ; 
is not long lince that arbitrary tyranny expir'd, 
which gave us no other meaſures of our duties or 
puniſhments, than the w{ or averice of the Impo- 
ſers: And then how did we gaſp to be under 
the conduR and ProteQtion of known determinate 
Laws? Yet now we have them, who conſiders 
them, or 1s regulated by them? Between the /:- 
centiouſaefi of Interiors, and the remiſneſs of Supe- 
riors, they are rendred things only of form, not 
uſe; for while the one violates, and the other 
connives, whatcan they ſignifie? And though 
there be never ſv many yew Laws made to afſert 
the o/a, yet we lee they lerve for little but to par- 
take of the ſame contempt with the others, and 
are bur like the Chimers of an Utopian State ſage- 
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ly contriv'd, but to no purpoſe. Tis the execu- 
tion of Laws that gives them a real and effective 
being, and withour that, amidſt our great vo- 
lumes we are yet deſtitute, and may too probably 
experiment the truth of that 4xiome, thar ': bet- 
ter to live where nothing is lawful, than where all 
things are, Indeed if we remember how the Sta- 
tutes of O74 were kept, with what a tamenelſs 
the ſevereſt Impoſitions of the /ate Uſurpers were 
ſubmitted to, we have reaſon to think, coercion is 
the ſureſt Principle of v«lgar obedience ; though 
withal it ſets but an i]l mark upon us, who know 
ſo much better how to be faves, than ſubjetts. 


And as we are reſtor'd to our civil Liberty, foas 


a branch or conſequent of that, we are to our 
perſonal alſo: We were lately in the condition 
Chriſt foretold to S. Perer, carried by others 
whither we would not, Fob. 21. 18. but now we 
gird ourſelves and go whither we will; and alas, 
what uſe do many of us make of this freedom ? Is 
it not viſible, that neither our publick or private 
affairs are the better attended ? But on the contra- 
ry weare in a reſtleſs purſuit of impertinent or 
vicious paſttmes, go pilgrimages to our pleaſures, 
wander about from this ſport, that meeting to 
another, till many of us forget we have any other 
concerns in the world, and are as much ſtrangers 
to our own homes, as when we were forcibly 
detain'd thence: And for ſuch I know not whe- 
ther the former reſtraint be not eligible, ro be a 
priſoner being a kind of reſcue to him, that would 
otherwiſe be a vagrarr. 

THESE 
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THESE arethe «ſes we make of thoſe ad. 
vantages whereof God has repofleſt us. I know 
tis too envious a task to diſtribute theſe accuſati- 
ons to every Rank and Orderof men among us ; 
1have here given them in the lump, and with that 
not only ſuch degrees, but each perſox» would 
adapt to himſelf his peculiar ſhare, wherein con- 
trary to other dividends, Ifear the only Immode- 
fy and Injuſtice too will generally be, for every 
-one not to carve liberally for himſelf. However, 
*tis ſure in the groſs they make up the Charater 
of a'moſt barbarouſly #»grazeful Nation. God 
was pleaſed to return our peace, before we had 
forſaken our fins, as if he meant to try our inge- 
nuity ; that we who had been ſo much worſe than 
beaſts under the former method, that no ſtripes 
would diſcipline us,might have this advantage to 
redeem our credit,and be drawn with theſe cords 
ofa man : but we haveput off not only pzety but 
humanity, andare equally untraQable to all me- 
thods. Andnow who can refrain from Moſes's 
paſſionate Apoſtrophe, Do ye thus requite the Lord 
O fooliſh people and unwiſe ! Deut. 32.6. Unwile 
| indeed, that from the moſt benign purpoſes of 
God, extra& nothing but our own miſchief : are 
the poorer for his Liberalities, and the worſe for 
his Goodneſs; by a prepoſterous uſe ſo wear out 
our Bleſſings, that they ceaſe to be, at leaſt to be 
Bleſſings : And if they once fall from that, there 
15 no middle form for them to aſſume; they con- 
vert into the dire& contrary, .and become the 


fatalieſt Curſes, more heavy than. thoſe which | 
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were originally deſign'd as ſuch; that degenera- 
tion adding malignity, and no Fry being lo ex- 
treme, as that which bottoms upon repell'd and 
irritated Love. Gods mercies are like thoſe pr- 
#ures, which according to the different polition 
of the beholder, carry different Repreſentations ; 
if we will ſtill ſtand on the wrong ſide, and nor 
take them in their more am/able appearance, we 
ſhall find they can put on a dreadful: his Good- 
neſs will not be finally unoperative ; if we will 
not permit it to lead us to repentance, twill drive 
us to deſtruttion. Tam ſure we have all reaſon to 
expe& he thould exert his power as eminently 
againſt us, as he has done for us ; unlels perhaps 
he ſees that is not necefſary to our ruine; for 1n- 
deed let him but ſtand by and not interpole his 
omniporence for us. he may truſt us to be his Ex- 
ecutioners, our Vices having a natural as well as 
moral Efficacy to deſtroy us. And who knows 
whether that be nor the reaſon of his ſeeming con- 
nivence, that he forbears to ſtrike us, to give us 
upto thoſe more fatal wounds we inflict on our 
ſelves; this alas, we have roo much caule to fear, 
for 'tis ſure, 'tis not our #-»ocexce that gives us Im- 


' punity, but 'tis more than probable 'tis our 2zcor- 


rigibleneſi; that God gives us over with a why 
ſhouldye be ſmitten any more ? Will not proſtitute 
his Judgments; but as the baſeſt of eMalefators 


Teave us to the baleſt of Execationers, and let our 


iniquities become our ruine. Thisas it is the ſe- 
vereſt purpole God can entertain towards us, fo 
'tis our moſt important concern to avert. And 

| O 
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O that we, who have o perverlſly reſiſted all the 
deſigns of his ve, would now try todefeat that 


of his anger, rob him of thoſe inteſtine avengers' 


within our own breaſts, thoſe fleſhly luſts which 
fight againſt the Soul, 1 Pet. 2.10. which do not 
only provoke, but execute his Wrath, and make 
us more miſerable than Hell it ſelf could do with- 
out them; and God knows 'tis more than time for 
us to ſeek an eſcape from fo formidable miſchiefs : 
O ler us not contract one minutes delay, let us 
caſt our (elves at the feet of our offended God, 
and as thoſe who are condemn'd to diſgraceful 
Executions, ule to petition for ſome death of lels 
Infamy, as a boon and favosr ; folet us beg, that 
he will pleaſe to think us worth his ows corretti- 
#2; that whatſoever we ſuffer from his hand, yet 
that we may not ( liketo Herod ) be deliver'd up 
to the loathſome fortune of being devour'd by our 
own putrefaction. Ina word, let us form Da- 
vias choice into an importunate prayer, and ear- 
neſtly beg that we may fall into the hands of God, 
and not into the hands of men, at leaſt not of our 
ſelves, whoare more to be dreaded than all our 
other Enemies, 

INDEED till we dothus, our proſperities 
are far from real, and doin this juſtifie our moſt 
murinous repinings, that we are never the better 


tor them, nay, much the worſe; yet ſince 'ris on- 


ly we that have enervated them, they will ſtand 
upon our account in their proper weight and va- 
lue: When our receipts are ſummed up, God will 
charge us with them, not as thoſe empty «felef 

things 
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things we have made them, but as thoſe great and 
ſolid bleſſings he intended them. And certainly 
this is mbſt deplorable ill managery, to reſerve 
nothing to our ſelves but the hburthen and account 
of our good things ; to enjoy nothing, and yet be 
an{werable for all. In ſecular things men uſually 
pay with ſome regret for thoſe things, of which 


| they have only anticipated the «ſe : But with 


what diſmal reluQances ſhall we come to pay for 
thele, of which we have made no advantage? 
And muſt therefore pay the dearer becauſe we 
have not ; it being not ſo much the things, as our 
employing of them to our benefit, whereof God 
will exact account. His anger is then only in- 
cens'd, when we reſiſt his /ve : and his only 
quarrel tous is, for fruſtrating his delign of ma- 
king us happy. And ſure thole well deſerve his 
wrath, that will provoke it on ſuch terms; yet fo 
perverſe is the choice, as of all ſinners in general, 
lo eſpecially of th#s Nation at this time, who have 
all before us which might make us happy in both 
worlds, if wedid not Madly affe@ to be ſo in nei- 
ther.” God grant we may recover the Sobriety to 
make wiſer elefions, before it be out of our power 
to make any, and we be found to ſtand to the 
miſchiefs of our own wild Option. 

THE Reader will perhaps think I have gone 
beyond the limits of a moderate digreſſion ; but 
the too great copionſneſi of the Theme, muſt be 
my excuſe : ſuch over-grown Vices cannot well be 


. drawn in little; and where there is ſuch a multi- 


tude, the moſt ſuperficial view of Each, is rather 
R propor- 
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proportional to a diflini# Trat?, than to the few 
Pages it has borrowed in this. My greater fear 
is, that the event may prove it impertinent, there 
being not much hope that a private whiſper ſhall 
be heard by thoſe, who are deafto the /oudeſt calls 
of Heaven, and have made no other «ſe of thoſe 
various and fignal Providences we have been un- 
der, than todefeat the deſign of them. 


CHAP. IX, 


A Survey of the eMiſchicfs ariſing from Diſputes 


in general, 


X HESE are ſome of thoſe many artifi- 
ces, whereby Satan like a cunning Pick- 
lock, lily robs us of our grand treaſure, 
the power and efficacy of our Chriſtianity, and 
leaves us only the empty Casker, the name and 
formal Profeſſion ; that which ſerves only to make 
us proud, not rich; Confident, not ſafe : And God 
knows, ſo many are daily thus befoold by him, 
ſo many fall as preys to thele his Srratagems, as 
might one would think, glut the eagereſt malice, 
and ſuperſede all farther deſigns : but ſoinfatiate 
is this grand Devourer, that retai{-prizes, though 
never lo frequent, do rather enrage than ſatistie 
his appetite : He is Enemy not only to this or that 


man, but'to mazkindin grols, and therefore as if 


he fear'd that even his malice might not prove in- 
detatigable 
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defatigable enough for ſo many diſtin& purſuits, 
he contrives more compendious methods of de+ 
ſtruction ; frames ſuch £xgines as take off whole 
ranks, nay troops3 compounds ſuch active Poy- 
ſon, as like a Peſtilence, kills multitudes at once. 
It is too trivial a Miſchief to annoy the outward 
parts, itis his Maſtery to ſpread an unſeen ve- 
nome in the Bowels, thence to diffuſe it ſelf 
throughout, mix with the vital ſpirit, and convert 
that &z»aly heat which ſhould animate, into thoſe 
wild irregular flames which ravine and conſume. 
And this 1s done by that Peſtilential ſpirit of ai- 
viſion, that heat of diſþutation, which has for (6 
many ages poſſeſt and waſted the Carholick 
Church ; and by an unhappy kind of Magick tran(- 
form'd the zeal of Chriſtian praZzce into an jtch of 
unchriſtian Dsfute ; made the queſtions about our 
Greed more numerous than the /etrers of it ; and 
by multitudes and contrariety of Paraphraſes (o 
confounded and obſcur'd the Text, that what was 
anciently the badge and zeſſer of Chriſtian Com- 
munion, ſerves us for no other purpoſe, but as an 
occaſion of breaking it. 

SO long as the Church retain'd the ſimplicity 
of Chriſtian do&rine, lookt on her faith as the 
Foundation of her obediexce, and endeavour'd to 
propagate to her Children ſuch an underſtanding 


Ive: - 


ofthe one, as was moſt apt to promote the other ; 


She happily made good the title Chrift gives her, 
Caz.6. of his Love, his Dove, his Undefil'd one ; 
but when the Serpent had once got into this Pa- 
radiſe, infusd his ſ#6:4/ries, and nice intricacies 
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into mens brains; and left that ſhould not be 
ruinous enough, his wexome ' allo into their 
Hearts : Then began all thoſe unhappy Metamor- 
phoſes, 1ncompariton of which, thoſe of the Po- 
ets are as trivial as they are fabalous : Then that 
faith which was once inſeparably joyn'd with the 
patience of the Saints, forſook that tame compa- 
ny, and link it ſelf with the moſt contrary quali- 


ties of wrath and bitterneſſf; and thoſe whoſe | 


Profeſſion it was to reſiſt unto bloud, ſtriving 
againſt fin, purſued to bloud thoſe that reliſted 
them in any of their ſpeculations: Then that 
paſſive valour which had rendred them ſo vene- 
rable to their Heathen Enemies, converted ſome, 
tired out others, and amaz'd all ; ſadly degene- 
rated into that ative malice, which from perſe- 
cuted Chriſtians, entitled them to that monſtrous 
ſtyle of Chriſtian perſecutors, And that ardent love, 
which had offered up ſo many Holocauſts to God, 
was ſupplanted by that fiery hatred, that made no 
leſs acceptable oblations to Satan. 

THIS milerable and deſtructive change was 
ſo much the intereſt of the Enemy of Souls, that 
we cannot wonder he ſhould fo ſtudiouſly promote 
it; and indeed never did he at once lo approve 
his malice and ſubtilty, I would I could not ſay 
ſucceſs allo, as in this deſign; in compariſon 
whereof, all his other Projects ſpeak him but a 
Puny ; this is his one Geliah-ſftratagem, which has 
ſerv'd him not only to dcfie, but even defeat the 
Armies of the living God. | 

NOR is his Sagacity more obſervable in the 
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choice, and main drift of the Deſign, than inthe 
ways of EffeQing it ; had he- brought into the 
Primitive Church thoſe large ſcrolls of dilpu- 
table points, wherewith he has filled che MoJera ; 
that more charitable Age muſt needs have ftart- 
led and diſcern'd, that that ſecming Jealouſie for 
Truth, was indeed nothing but a rea! deſign 
againſt Peace ; and would {urely never have par- 
ted with that ſacred depoſiram, that precious lega- 
cy lo lately bequeath'd by Chriſt, for thoſe vain 


_ Janglings, thoſe School-ſubtilties which now en- 


rertain the world. But as he that would divert 
aman from the guard of fome important Trea- 
lure, alarms him in ſome other af his greateſt 2#- 
tereſts; ſo he at firſt raiſes up Hereſfies of the grea- 


telt magnitude, whoſe blaſphemous conlequen:- | 


cies ſo ſhook the whole Fabrick of Religion, that 
what was Uzzahs Raſhneſs, ſeem'd then every 
mans adviſed Duty, to put his hand to the uphola- 
ing of the tottering Ark, How could thole who 
had been baptiz'd into the faith of the bleſſed 
Trinity, ſuffer the 4riazs to rob them of the Se- 
cond Perſon, the Macedonians of the Third, the 
Valentinians and Manichees fo to deſpiſe the Firſt, 
as toſet up againſt him a Rival principle of be- 


\1ng? How could thoſe who had fo ſolemnly xe- 


nounc'd the World, the Fleſh'and the Devil, fee 
them all bowed to by the temporizing, unclean, 
idolatrous Gnoſticks? Thele were ſuch invaſions 
as ſeemed to commiſſionate all that could wield 


the ſword of the Spirit torake it up and engage in 


this Warfare, But all this while 'twas a lad LUz- 
R 3 lemmas 


250 Miſchiefs ariſing Chap.s- 


lemma to which the Church was driven; if the 
gave countenance to thele ſedscers, ſhe betrayed 
her faith; if ſhe entred the conteſt, ſhe violated 
her «nity ; the one would undermine her founds- 
#:0n, the other would make a breach in her wall;, 


AND the Devil was too old an Artiſt to loſe 


the advantage; he knew well, thateven juſt and 
neceſſary defence does, by giving men acquain- 
tance with War, take off ſomewhat from the ab- 
horrence of it, and inſenſibly diſpoſe them to far- 
ther Hoſtilities; and therefore he fail'd not to pro- 
vide ſparks for that matter, which was now grown 
ſo combuſtible; nor did he always ſend them 
from the botrowleff pit, bur ſometimes borrowed 
fire from the A/rar ro conſume the Votaries, and 
by the mutual colliſion of well-meant zeal, fer 
even Orthodox Chriſtians in a flaſve. A memo- 
rable inſtance of this was the 4;Pute about Eaſter ; 
wherein while the veneration they had of the 
glorious Reſurrection of Chrift, prompted them 
ro commemorate it in the exactelt manner they 
couid, the Serpext creeps into this Paradiſe, and 
though they had the ſame common end, yet on 
occaſion of ſome little diſſenting in the way, the 
heat of devotion inſenſibly degenerated into that 
of contention ; and by being very tenacious of a cir- 
cumſtance of that celebration, they loſt the more 
eſſential requiſite, that of Charity ; kept the Feaſt 
indeed, bur with the leven of malice, and abſurd- 
ly commemorate the redintegration of his Nata- 
ral Body, by murilating and dividing his My/ti- 
cal. So likewiſe in the buſineſs of Rebaptizati- 
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on, while one ſide in a pious abhorrence of Here- 
fie, thought the ſtain like that of Original Sin, 
could not be done away by any Purgation leſs (0- 
lemn than that of Baptiſm, and the other in a juſt 
reverence of ancient c«/tom, and jealouſie of inn0- 
vation oppoled it; the Diſpute laſted till the 
Scene was changed, and thoſe who deliberated of 
the manner of receiving Hereticks into the 
Church, were themſelves as ſuch 7#r»'d out of it. 
Noleſs well meant were the Originals of the No- 
vatian and Donatiſt Herelies, and as equally un- 
happy were their ſues : For in them all, when 
bitter Zeal was once fermented, through its apti- 
tude to receive, and the Devils yigilance to admi- 
niſter occaſions, the Orthodoxy or Herefje of lives 
ſoon became terms out-dated, and men were mea- 
ſur'donly by opinions : That ſword of the ſpirit 
which was at firſt deſign'd againſt vicious practi- 
ces, had its edge turn'd againſt pecalative noti- 
ons ; inſomuch, that ar laſt like that of Foab, 
2 Sam. 20. 8. it had got ſuch an aptneſs to fall out, 
that it was always a ready inſtrument of Execu- 
tion, till even a Philoſophical point, as that of the 
Antipoaes, was reſolv'd with an Azarhema; and 
not to know the Syſteme of this preſent World, 
made forfeiture of thar #o come. 

BUT alas, theſe, though great defe«Qions 
from Primitive unity, were but modeſt eſſays, 
and feeble aſſaults, compar'd with thoſe which 
infeſted the ſucceeding ages: This 700 of bitter- 
neff was then but a probationer in the ſoil, and 


though it ſear forth ſome off-ſets to preſerve its 
R 4 kind, 
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kind ; yet Satan was fain to beat ſome pains to 
cheriſh and nurſe them up, placed them under 
the ſhadow ofthe SaxFuary, and got them like 
the treacherous Ivy, ſupported by that piery 
they were deſigned to deitroy; but it was not 
long ere they had got firmer rooting and 
ſtrength, not only to propagate, but multiply. 
Every Diſpute in Religion grew prolifical,. and 
in ventilating one queſtion, many new ones were 
ſtarted: And as queſtions grew numerous, ſo 
did $eds top; every Opinion almoſt conſti- 
ruted a new party, and thoſe again ſubdivided 
to many others 3 ſothat of all the firſt Viola- 
tors of Primitive unity, we ' ſcarce tind any, 
wha d.d not revenge their Schiſ-» upon them- 
jelyes, by ſeparating one from another, as they 
liad all done from the Charch; * till at laſt the 
progeny both of Selts and Opinions grew lo 
numerous, that he who would exa& an account, 
mult be ſent like Abraham, to the Sky or to the 
Shore ;*the Stars or Sands being as apt a ſub: 
jJe& of Arithmetic as they. Whence it is 
brought to paſs, that Satan now may leave his 
toilſom labour 'of compaſſing the Earth ; men 


da his huſinels for him, giving him leiſure to be 


'only 2 Cheartul Spectator of their Divinity+ 
priqess the bioudy combates of :Eceleſiaſtick Gla- 
diators, * | 

AND that he may be ſecur'd never to want 


that pleaſing diyertiſement, the /ater Yees have | 


been careful to train him up Gombatants, it being 
row become a diſtin fort of Learning, a new 
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Species of Divinity, to raiſe nice queſtions, create 
new difficulties, branch out with tond diſtinitions 
our holy Faith, which the pious Simplicity of 
the firſt Chriſtians, receiv'd to practiſe ; not to 
read upon us an 4natomy, unbowel and diſle to 
try experiments, much leſs to bring into the 
Theatre, there made to fight and bleed, to ſhew 
men ſport, and try the skill of the unhappy (word- 
men, the Maſters of defence. The form of ſound 
words, which 1n its native frame and con- 
ſtitutioa was moſt enlivening and ſfalubrious, 
difſolv'd and melted by Chymical preparation, cea- 
ſes to be nutritive; and after all the labours of 
the A/embeck, and hopes of an Elixir, inſenfibly 
evaporates, and vaniſhes to Air; or leaves inthe 
recipient a foul Empyreama, or fretting corrolive. 
An endleſs dotage about names and words, and 
then as endleſs a quarrel for them, appearing the 
commenſurate effect of the long ſtudies of thoſe 


Diſtillers in Divinity, who boaſt its Sublimati- 
on 


ITT is indeed a thing worthy of the greateſt 
both wonder and lamentation, to ſee how the 
plaineſt, and moſt jimple propeſition, when it falls 
into the hands of theſe Ariz/ts, is mangled and dil- 
joynted, is rarified, exalted and retin'd : He whoſe 
leiſure, or indeed whole life, would ſerve him to 
ſurvey all the ſubtil Diviſions and Diſtintions 


of the School-men, would ſure relolve, they had 


the power of working Mzracles; Qugſtions in 
their hands multiplying in the breaking, like the 
toaves in our Saviours, But lure the event of the 

| Miracles 
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Miracles are very deſperate, no ſolid nouriſhment 
being derivd by the one, but on the contrary, 
Stones given us inſtead of Bread, and thoſe too 
for the worſt purpoſes,. even to fling at one ano- 
ther, as if becauſe ſfonins was the death of the 
firſt Chriſtian Martyr, we defign'd his Charity to 
the ſame fate with himſelf; that divine Goſpel 
grace having ſincefall'n under as thick a ſhowre, 
and with this ſharp aggravation too,that whereas 
he ſuffered from Jews, Chriſtians are become its 
executioners : Whileſt thoſe who pretend to be 
Champions of the Faith, Irrefragable, Angelical, 
and Seraphical Do#ors, not only fill the Church 
with quarrels whileſt they live, but bequeath 
them1a their writings to poſterity; as Ziſca is 
{aid to have done his skin, to be made an Incen- 
tive to war and confulion. 

IT was the policy of J-/:an to ſhut up the 
Fountains of humane learning from the Chriſtian 
youth, leſt they ſhould there gain ſuch acutenels, 
as might render them the more formidable Ad- 
verlaries to Pagariſm : but could he have foreſeen 
that they would have employed thole Weapons 
not againſt the common Enemy, but one another, he 
would ſurely have revers'd the Stratagem, free- 
ly opened thoſe e Magazines whence they might 
furniſh themſelves for their mutual ruine, and 
have as ſolicitouſly promoted their Learning, as 
ever he obſtructed it. Tam very far from abetting 
their arrogant folly, who either decry humane 
learning in general, or make it ſuch a eMoabrte, 
or 4»monite, that however it be admitted in - 
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vil Converſe, muſt be interdicted the Saxt#uary. 
Our Religion preſcribes us rational not brutiſh 
Sacritices, and therefore delpiles not any of thole 
advantages which may improve our real{on, exalt 
the 24x, and deprels the 4<a/t in us: yet ſure we 
ſhall derogate very impiouſly from Chriſts pro- 
phetick office, if we allow not Divinity to be the 
Supreme and nobleſt Science; ſuch as is ro be 
ſerv'd and attended, not regulated and govern'd 
by thoſe inferior : but that juſt order ſeems now 
to be inverted ; divine learning 1s brought down 
to humane ; the Simplicity of Chriſtian doctrine 
{ſo perplext and confounded with Philoſophical 
niceties, that Plato and Ariftotle are become the 
Umpires of our Religion, and we muſt go ask 
Heathens how far we ſhall be Chriſtians. Thole 
deep thingsof God, as the Apeſtle callsthem, 1 Cor. 
2, 10. and of which he pronounces the natural 
man an incompetent Judge, are yet brought be- 
fore that Tribunal, ſubjected to be fcann'd by 
rules of Art : but alas, our line 1s too ſhort ro 
ſound thoſe Depths. Men raſhly undertake to 
underſtand incomprehenſible, toorder infinite, de- 
fine ineffable things: and then no wonder if 
their conceptions differ ; for where there is no 
viſible truth, wherein to Center, error is as wide 
as mens Phancies, and may wander to Eternity : 
while multitudes run careers in the dark, it is not 
ſtrange to havethem juſtle, and overthrow each 
other. 

AND doubtleſs were the Conrroverfies which 
have ſo long haraſed the Church throughly _ 

min 


«35-.- Miſchiefs arifing Chap.s. 


min'd, many of them would be found of this na- 


ture. And humble belief has been judg'd too ſlug- 
giſh and dull an exerciſe for men of acute parts, 
and therefore they would not take faith's word 


that ſoit is, unleſs reaſe» will be her ſurety, and 


ſhew them how ; but ſure it had been much for 
the peace of the Church and ſ#fety of Souls, if 
Myſteries had been permitted to be - Myſteries; 
that thoſe ſublimer parts of our faith. had been 
entertain'd with more veneration, and leſs of 
adiſquifition,, and that while even the learned'ſt 
do acknowledge them to be Abyſſes, they would 
not coafute that” confeſſion, by attempting ts 
fathom them. . But alas, ſo prepoſterous has been 
che. procedure, that thoſe things which were 
indeed inexplicable, have been rackt and tor- 
tur'd to diſcover themſelves, while in the mean, 
the plainer, and more acceſſible rraths, as if 
deſpicable while ealie, are clouded and obſcur'd ; 
jo many ſubtile qverzes rais'd about them, that 
the Theorick of Chriſtianity 15 become harder 
than the Pra#ick ; a Grace. 1s much more readi- 
ly acquir'd than detind, and that key of know- 
{edze which ſhould give us entrance into the 
clolets and receſſes of religion, is by ſo much 
tampering and wrenching made «ſe/ef/; ſerves 
only to bulie us at the door, and fo in effect 
proves rather a bar to keep us out, than a key to 
{ct us in, Thus perverſe are the contraarttions of 
humane depravd nature; which like our firſt 
Parents take it unkindly, that God has reſerv'd 
any thing from us, and boldly attempt to _ 

| own 
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down his encloſures, to rob him of his peculiar ; 
and yet in the mean time,as induſtriouſly contrive 
to rob our ſelves of our own, by cancelling both. 
parts of Gods diſtribution, neither leaving ſe- 
cret things to the Lord our God, nor the revealed 
ones to us and our children, Dent. 29. 29, GCer- 
tainly the firſt propagators of our Faith, pro- 
ceeded at another rate ; they well knew that not 
the br4in but the heart was the proper Soil for 
that celeſtial Plant, and therefore did not amuſe 
their Proſe/ztes with curious queſtions, bur ſet 
them to the active part of their religion. We 
ſee what brief and plain inſtructions S. Peter 
gives his Catechumeni, As 2.38. Repent andbe 
baptized every one of you for the remiſſion of ſins : 
and this it ſeems as a full preparation tor the 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which he there promiles 
upon theſe only conditions. This was that vi- 
gorous Seed which at once fruxg up ſuddenly, 
and roored deep too, and produc'd the liberal har- 
veſt of that day : but ſure had thoſe three thou- 
ſand ſouls been Catechiz'd by our modern Ca- 
ſuiſts, we had ſeen a wide difference, not only in 
the expedition but ſucceſs. In like manner we 
lee 4s 8. how ſhort a Creed qualified in S. Phz- 
lips judgment for the Eunuchs baptiſm: and we 
hind S. Paul whoſe education enabled him for the 
ſubtileſt definitions, yet delivers his whole do- 
Qrine in this compendium, Aﬀts 20. 21. Repen- 
tence towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
Feſms Chriſt ; and 'tis obſervable how he intro- 
duces this witha profeſſion that he had kept back 


nothing 
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nothing that was profitable for them, Verle 20, and 
ſeconds it, Verſe 27. with another, that he had 
at ſhunned to declare unto them the whole counſel of 
God ; from whence 'tis obvious for the ſhallowelt 
diſcourſer to infer, that the whole counſel of 
God as far as it is incumbent for man to know, at 
leaſt neceſſitate medii, is compriz'd in that one 
breviat , of Evangelical truth: and certainly 
whilſt all the 4;viſton of theſe generals, was the 
diſtributing them into prad#ice, they were found 
moſt fertile ſeminaries of all Vertue ; but when 
they came to be dichotomiz'd, and canton'd out 
into curious acrial notions, they loſt their proli- 
fick nature: that fruitful land became a wilder- 
neſs, a wild and intricate maze, where men 
ſooner loſe themſelves, than tind either ruth or 
holineſs. | 

W HEN Chriſtianity firſt atteſted it ſelf by 
miracles, it produced inthe hearts of its converts, 
a firm aſſent to the truth of the Dot#rize, and an 
awful reverence and adoration of that God, who 
had given ſuch power unto men, awaking them 
to an Enquiry after 4«ty, fo to propitiate that 
omnipotence whole fury it appear'd impoſſible to 
bear : And this ſure was a much more genuine 
effez, than if they-had buſied themſelves in thoſe 
many #«zprofitable eurtoſities, nice, yet bold en- 
quiries into the divine attributes which now 
a-days ſerve only to ſupplant that pious venerati- 
on we owe to them. 

I' N like manner the comprehenſive enuncia- 
tion of Chriſt, Mar, 16, 16, He that believeth 


ſhall 
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ſhall be ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be 
damn'd, was received by the firlt Chriſtians, as 
the condition on which the two fo diſtant ſtates 
of Salvation or Damnation depended, and ac- 
cordingly excited their diligence, to attain the 
one, and avoid the other. And this certainly was 
a much more concerning employment, than to 
have entertained. themſelves with the modern 
diſpute, whether ſome antecedent decree of God 
had not irreverſibly determin'd them to the one 
or other ; a adiſquiſition that has ſerv'd only to 
keep us laly buſie, fer our heads a working, but 
folds np our hands like Solomes's {luggard in our 
boloms. So alſo when S. Paul affirms it the de- 
ſign of Chriſts giving himſelf for ws, to purifie to 
himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works ; the 
Primitive Chriſtians had no other deſign than to 
comport with that his purpoſe; to be what he 
died to make them, and to atteſt their Zea/to 
good works, by being acually rich in them. 
They took Chriſt's word, that he that gave the 
meaneſt dole for his ſake, ſhould not loſe his reward ; 
thought themſelves ſure enough upon his pro- 
mile, and never diſputed the proportion either of 
Worth or Congruity between the work and wa- 
ges ; and had the Mogerz done the like, our works 
had not ſo unhappily evaporated into words ; we 
had talkt leſs and done more. 

'TWERE eafie to draw the Parallel 


_ throughall the points which bulied the devotion 


of the firf Ages, and the curioſity of the /atter : 
By all whichit would be evident, how _—— 
Ian 
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ſtian docrine has /of# in its Efficacy, ſince it 
gain'd inits Bulk ; how we have embaled our 
Coin by multiplying it ; and have divided our ſum 
into ſo many, and fo {mall Fractions, as our 
Arithmetick can ſcarce number, never unite. We 
ſhould think him very ridiculous, that ſhouly 
hope to advance his crop, by grinding the cory 
heſows; yet, methinks, this has been the Me- 
thod of our Spiritual husbandmen, who have 
ſcarce ſuffered one grain of our faith to eſcape En- 
tire. *Tis ſaid that the 4»t, whea ſhe lays in her 
winter ſtock, bites the ends of the Corn, as being 
- Naturaliſt enough to know that will certainly 
prevent its ſprouting. And ſure that little con- 
temptible creature whom Solomon appoints to 
preach induſtry to the ſluggard, may in this point 
read Philoſophy too, to our greateſt Dodors ; con- 
vince them that the ſeed which they mangle 
with ſo many Diſtin&ions and Diviſions, will 
never ſpring up into Chriſtian prafice : It will 
rather be like the Dragons teeth, Cadmm is laid to 
have ſown, whoſe immediate production was a 
hoſtile band combating one anoth-r. A fable, 
which, God knows, we have found too (adly 
moraliz'd in our School-contentions, only with 
this unhappy difference, that ours are more im- 
mortal ; our Serpentize breed tight but never die, 
oppoſe but deſtroy not one another. 

AND then 'twill not appear ſtrange to ſce 
the firſt ſeeds of diſcord ſo prodigiouſly en- 
creas'd, that they now over-ſpread the face of the 


' Earth: for, whereas 1n all other things there 
is 
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isa ſucceſſion, one generation goes and another 
comes, and fo though the ſpecies continue, the Iz- 
diviauals periſh ; theſe ſeem to have the accurlt 
Priviledge of propagating and not expiring ; and 
to have reconcild the procreativeneſs of corpore- 
al, with the duration of zncorporeal Subſtances: 
This 15 ſuch gn advantage toward their multipli- 
cation, that we may grieve, but cannot wonder 
to find them ſwarm ; not like Bees to bring pro- 
fit, but like Locus to devour every green thing 
in the land ; nor is it now in the power of all the 
eMagicians of Egypt to caſt them out: for were 
it poſſible ever to become 84atars intereſt to (up- 
preſs them, he would certainly find himſelf in 
the caſe of one of his young Conjurers, to have 
r7ais'd more ſpirits than he could /ay. Mens 
now zrritated Paſſions, and formed intereſts, 
the great fomenters of diſputes would prove too 
fturdy Devils, even for Beelzebub himlfelf to Ex- 
orcile, 

BUT *tis too ſure kis Kingdom will never fo 
divide againſt it ſelf; it ſuits not only with his 
Nature, but with his Exas to perpetuate our 
Strifes, and therefore as if our doctrinal debates 
were not enough to ſecure his purpoſe, he has 
an auxiliary troop of ritual differences to at- 
tach us. The Leprofie which infeſts the ſolider 
parts of our Religion, has paſt from the Boay to 
the very Garments ; the moſt exterior adberen- 
cies, Habits, Geſtures, Days, every thing that 
has but the remoteſt ſubſerviency to Piety, are 
become the objects of fierce Conteſts, and have fo 

$ encreas'd 
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encreas d the number and heat of our quarrels, 
that 'tis unneceſſary, perhaps impoſſible to add 
more ; it he can but keep up theſe,as God knows, 
he istoo.like to do,, his Kingdom will be compe- 
tently guarded, they being his greateſt ſecurity 
againlt that power of Goalineſf, that vital farce of 
Chriſtianity, he ſo'much dreads: that they are lo, 
15 obvious enough to him that takes but the grol- 
feſt confus'd view of them. Bur that we may 
better diſcern the degrees of his advantage and 
our own miſchief, 'twill not be amils to conlider 
them more attentively, make {ome diſtin& obſer- 
vations, not of all, tor that were-endleſ(s, but of 
ſome of their moſt eminent Ffefs, which we ſhall 
find {o pernicious and deſtructive, as ſuificiently 
ſpeak their relation, and ſubleryiency tothe great 
Abadadon. 

AND inthe tirſt place, if we conſider them 
only privatively, as they ſupplant and juſtle out 
our greater concerns, we thall find them ſadly 
miſchievous, indeed to ſuch a degree, that were 
they not chargeable with any poſitive 1ll, they 
were by this their mere xegarive Force, compe- 
tent Inſtruments of our r4ine, Did they actu- 
ally convey no venome, yet while they ſub- 
ſtra&t our nouriſhment, their effects will be 
ſure to be deadly ; Grace as well as Nature being 
liable to be ſtarv'd as well as poyſoned. Chriſti 
aznity is not a dull unactive, bur ſtirring bulie 
State, and therefore we ſtill find it in the Goſpel 
reprelented under the Metaphors which imply 
the greateſt Induſtry and Activity ; *tis a #r ade, a 
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watch, a race, a combate, and it aſſigns us tasks 
enough to juſtihe the propriety of the Tropes : 
And therefore as on the one hand, the ſleepy Pro- 
feſlor will at laſt ind he has but dreamt of thoſe 
glorious Rewards he expe&ts; ſo on the other, 
he that frames himſelf another Scheme, that la- 
bours, but not in Gods vineyard, that buſies 
himſelf in things extrinſick to that one great 
Sphere of motion, the Evangelical Precepts, will 
finally diſcerg that he has but rolled Sy/iphws his 
ſtone, eſpous'd a t9i/ under which he may indeed 
be weary and heavy /aden, but will never find reſt 
to his Soul. 

AND then what can be more perfectly 
adapted to his aim, who delires to propagate 
his own eternal reſtleſneſs unto us, than thus to 
commute our tasks, exchange theſe pleaſant and 
gainful ones, which God aſſigns us, for thoſe. «= 
eafie and fruitlefS, we impoſe on our ſelves? *Tis 
true, we find too many of thoſe unprofitable 
works of darkneſs to bulie and employ us: but I 
think no one, nay, Iam aptto ſay not all others 
together, have proved ſo effectual to his purpole 
as this of raiſing and maintaining parties in Religi- 
on. *Tis too uſual a policy of States to ſecure 
themſelves from the fear of a potent Neighbour, 
by fomenting a civil diſcord in his Kingdom : 
Satan has inthis inſtance found it a lucky Stra- 
tagem, it having proved the moſt powerful 


| :arevulſive of his danger. 1 will not examine, 


hether he borrowed it from, or lent it to 
our eMachiavilians, but ſure he may from his 
I 3 own 
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own experience recommend it with the atteſtati- 
on of a Probatum eſt. 

INDEED this art of diverſion gives him a 
full ſecurity againſt all he fears in our Chriſtia- 
nity, for 'tis not the title he envies to us, or dreads 
himſelf; we know he long ſince had courage to 
contemn the name even of Chriſt, when invoked 
by thoſe whole practices joyn'd with him in defy- 
ingit; while we are but Fewiſh Exorciſts, make 
no other ule of Chriſt, but to get us a reputation 
and a trade, he can deal well enough with us. 
Seven Sons of Scevaare not half ſo terrible to him 
as oze S, Paul; "tis him only he fears, that to the 
form has joyn'd the power of Goalineſſ: That Ex- 
orciſm he knows he cannot reſiſt, and therefore 
has very dexterouſly found a way to divert it, 
by engaging us 1n thoſe contentions which allow 
us not to think of the practical part of our pro- 
feſſion: By the confus'd noiſe of Battel, quite 
drowning that wveice behind w, which ſays, This is 
the way, walk in it. Nay, by this ſ{ubtilty he does 
mot only divert, but foreſtal alſo ; like the Phili- 
ſtines, allows no Spear or Sword that may be us'd 
againſt him, but takes up all thoſe Inſtruments 
by which we ſhould work the work of God, We 
know toall affairs of Importance there are three 
neceſlary concurrents, without which they can ne- 
ver be diſpatcht ; Time, Induſtry, and Faculties : 
and the more weighty and difficult the Buſineſs 
1s, the greater Degree of each of theſe is requi- 
fite. Now certainly the z»tereſ# of our Souls is 
not the ſlighteſt coxcers we have: the avoiding 
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eternal miſery, the acquiring endleſs 5; is not 
ſo trivial, or ſocaliea matter, as to be the Work 
of a moment, the purchaſe of ſome few yawning 
wiſhes, or volatile phancies: He who is todiſpenſe 
the Rewards, has propos'd us other Conditions, 
aſſign'd us Work which takes up no leſs time 
than that of our whole lives ; no lets intention than 
of our whole powers: And then if we ſuffer any 
thing elle to 1nterpoſe, and defaulk what 1s thus 
entirely requiſite ; if we cut new Channels for that 
which ſhould rua in this one full current, 'ris ealie 
todivine what theevent will be : For man being 
finite both in his nature and operations, the time 
and attention he beſtows on one thing, muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be ſubſtrated from another. And there- 
fore if our Diſputes about Religion entertain and 
buſie us, they muſt unavoidably interrupt our 
attendance on practick Duties ; and fo whilſt we 
quarrel with one another, give our great Mafter 
ro0 juſt ground of quarrel with «s al, by neglect 
ing the great, and indeed only Bulinels entruſted 
tO us. 

N OW indeed that our contentions do thus di- 
vert us, is too apparent to any that ſhall conſider 
itin any of the three forementioned particulars ; 
for, firlt for our #i2e, they do not only ſenſibly 
ſteal away much of it ( a modeſty which moit 
other diverſions do ftill retain ) but Magifterially 
exact it, and accordingly have large parcels of it 
ſolemnly and avowedly devoted to them ; the 
ſcanning old queſtions, and raiſing new ones, having 


been the profeſt Buſineſs of many mens lives ; 
O their 


266 Mzſchiefs ariſing | Chap.s. 


their very Vocation and Trade wherein they have 
arrived to ſuch eminence, as ſhews they made /ibe- 
ral 04{ations of their Timeto it : And of this eve- 
ry age has left ſo many Records, as the mere read- 
ing them would allow few vacant minutes to the 
ſucceeding: And had not 7ime a little reveng'd 
his own quarrel, and conſum'd many of thoſe 
writings, by which himſelf was waſted, rhe Hy- 
perbole would not be very extravagant in this caſe, 
which we tind warrantably us'd in another, John 
21, that even the world it ſelf could not contain the 
Books which have been written, As 1t 1s, there are 
more than enough to employ, nay, devour me ; 
for whea men once launch into the valt Sea of 
Controverlie, they.are toſſed there cndleſly, and 
ſeldom recover a harbour, D.fficulties like waves 
crouding one upon the neck of another ; And ac- 
cordingly we ſee in Polemick Diſputes, how every 
rejoynder ſwells bigger and bigger, t:1| like the 
Prophets c/oud, from a hand-breath it over-ſpread 
the Heavens; every little Manual becomes the 
Parent of vaſt Volumes ; and unlels the evil cure 
it ſelf by majoration ; unleſs the greatneſs of the 
task bring in deſpair to ſupplant curioſity, and 
keep men from reading, the ſpe&#ators will have as 


_ - little reſpite, as the Combatants; both Writers 


and Readers will be fo engroſt, that they will 
have little leiſure for any thing elſe. And I dare 
1a this appeal to any that have engag'd deep either 
way, whether they have not found it experimen- 
rally true: I with they would bur ſnatch fome 


broken parcel as a park from the common ſhip- . 


WI ACK 


Ju.” ah. 


— ew DCE CE... —R——_ 


CES wn oe re er 


Chap. 9. from Diſputes in general, 267 


wrack of their time; reſcue a few minutes for a 
ſober refle&tion, -and audit what real Profit ac- 
crues to them ſrom the expence of ſo many pre- 
cious Hours ; how much it advances that grand 
bulinels for which their Time here was allotted, 
and according to which their Eternity hereafter 
will be awarded: always remembring, that if it 
promote it not, it hinders it, 'by diverting that 


. time which ſhould have been ſo employed : And 


indeed there cannot be a more comprehenſive miſ- 
chief than this of the /:ff of time, it being that 
which virtually contains the fruſtrating of all 
other Advantages, whereby we ſhould work out 
our Salvation. The operations even of Chrif 
himſelf were, he tells us, limited to a certain 
ſeaſon : I muſt work the work of my Father whilſt it 
is day, the night cometh when no man can work ; 
and if the Night overtake us, it matters not how 
we are ſtored with inſtruments of Action, fince 
they all at once then become uſeleſs. Our Laws 
anciently ſet a greater pezalty upon the ſtealing 
Beaſts of breed, than on other Cattel of the ſame 
ſpectes, as calculating the damage by the poſſibi- 
lities of which the owner was robb'd. Time is 
the «niverſal womb of things-and actions; and 
therefore when we loſe that, we ſuffer an accu- 
mulative prejudice, forfeit our Kizhts in reverſion, 
as well as our Poſſeſſions, our capaczties,' as well as 
enjoyments, As inan Abortion the unhappy Mo- 
ther, belides the fruſtration of her hopes, and 
child-birth pains ſuſtain'd, acquires an aptitude 
to milcarry for the future, and never to be able ro 
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bring fortha vital birth: And thus, God knows, 
multitudes of Embrox-purpoſes periſh, and the 
milery of it 1s, they are our beſt that do ſo. We 
generally purſue our frivolows projets with an 
attive vigour, but keep our great and concerning 
affairs only in delign till death come and ſurprize 
us, which like the fatal Metamorphoſes the Poets 
talk of, figes us inthe poſture it tinds us, and fo 
preſents us to Judgment. Now I would know of 
the moſt eager Contender, whether he would not 
chuſe then to be found with his hands ſtretchr our 
in prayer to God, or a/ms to the poor, rather than 
dealing b/ows amongſt his fellow ſervants; if he 
would, certainly 'tis his concern to put himſelf 
into that form he would then appear in, to hul- 
band his little ſpan of time ſa, as may ftand him 
in ſtead when time ſhall be no more. 

BUT ifmea will needs be improvidert, yet 
why will they be ridice/ous too? If they will bar- 
ter away their time, methinks they ſhould at leaſt 
have ſame eale in exchange, but to be induſtri- 
ous il} husbands, to loſe all their advaxtages, and 
none of their ?-/, isſuch a ſolemn piece of folly, 
aSis at once matter of Scorn and Wonder ; yet 
this is the very caſe here ; our wranglizgs do not 
only exhauſt our :i-2c but our ftrength too: We 
purſue them with ſo vehement an intention, as if 
our Faith propos'd not to us any other victory, 
but over this fort of Opponents: We run our 
ſelves breathleſs in this race, where the prize is 
only a few fading Leaves, or what is more tranſi- 
tory, 3 little popular applauſe ; and make not bs 
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wards the incorruptible Crown,till we are grown 
too feeble and decrepit for the other purſuir. 
Men macerate their Bodies, and waſte their Spi- 
ritsin Polemick ſtudies, preſcribe themſelves no 
time of diſcharge from that War, till they are 
able no longer to wield their weapons, and then, 
when mere Impotence makes them peaceable, be- 
gin tocry out of contention, ſnatch up Devotion 
when Controverlie begins to be too heavy for 
them, and at their Death pray for that peace of the 
Church, which they have made it the buſineſs of 
their life to diſturb. This as it ſufficiently at- 
teſts what mens thoughtsare in their cool bloud, 
what apprehenſions they have of the way when 
they draw near their journeys End; fo does it 
abundantly evince the unſpeakable prejudice Pie- 
ty receives from our Diſputes; Thoſe have the 
active and vzzorow 4bettors, while That is turn'd 
off to languiſhing bed-rid Votaries, So that the 
diviſion berween thele two, 15 like that of the Cat- 
tel between Facob and Laban, all the ſtronger to 
the one, and feebler to the other : Would God 
the ſcene were not in one reſpe& chang'd, and 
that the $y774a7 had not here got the better ſhare. 
But in the mean time what greater advantage can 
Satan wiſh for, our ſtrength and induſtry is dis 
verted upon theſe foreign expeditions, and Sion 
is left to be guarded by the lame and the blind, 
ſuch only as are not able to follow the Camp, and 
then 'tis not ſtrange to ſee what ſucceſsful aſſaults 
he has made, that that true praZzick wirtve which 
once made ſuch victorious {alleys on the heathen 

World, 
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World, is now baffled in tts own Quarters, bea- 


ten from its Works, and driven to ſeek ſhelter 
18 ob[cure corners, immures it ſelf in (ome few 
private breaſts, and ſo like an exil'd Prince, 
makes only ſhift to /ve, when it ſhould reign, 
But alas, ſhall we for ever ſuffer our ſelves to be 
thus befool'd, ſhall this his (tale ſtratagem after 
ſomany hundred years ule, nay, and detection 
too, lole nothing of its Efficacy? Mult we al. 
ways waſte our ſtrength in forging ſhackles for 
our ſelves? This is ſuch an infatuation as Hoſes 
ſpeaks of, Chap. 9g. 7. The Prophet is a fool, the 
Spiritual manu mad: Would God, we would once 
put our ſelves under the diſcipline of ſerious re- 
colle&ion, it might perhaps cure the Phrenſie: 
Let him who has with unwearied diligence 
watcht all advantage againſt his Antagoniſt ; 
rack'd and tortured every period of his diſcourſe, 
ro make it confeis an abſurdity: Let him, I fay, 
conlider,- how much better that I=daufry had been 
employed.in diſcovering the fallacies of our com- 
mon Adverſary, that old Sophiſter, who puts the 
molt abufive Elenchs on us, whileſt we are moſt 
buſie in putting them one upon another. Good 
GoJ! how might true vital Chriſtianity at this 
day have flouriiht,if we would have beſtowed our 
pains the right way ? At how mucha cheaper rate 
might we have cheriſht, than we deſtroy her ? All 
parties pretend to be very careful of this Vize, are 
very buſtein ſetting traps for the /irr/e Foxes, all 
whom they are pleaſed to call Heyeticks ; and in 
the mean time take no care of the wild Boar, ler 
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that not only ſpoil her branches, but ſtock up her 
roots, ſuffer the moſt favage beſtial vices to de- 
ftroy both Power and Form of Godlineſs toge- 
ther. Thus unhappily do we divert our intenti- 
ons from our moſt important concerns. And 
as Hrchimeaes 1s (aid to have been lo vehemently 
intent upon a Geometrical figure, that he heard 
not of the taking of the City, till an Enemy gave 
him his 2»formatzon and death together : So do we 
{o bulie ourſelves in drawing our ſeveral Schemes 
of Religion ( every of which will pretend to no 
lels than Demorſtration ) that inthe mean time, 
that which alone is #rue Religion, is expos'd to the 
fury of the Enemy, fack'd, ruinated, and like the 
plough'd up Jewiſh Sazeuary, not oneſtone left 
upon another. Certainly moſt of the queſtons 
which at this day diſturb Chriſtendom, have 7r 
reſpett of their matter no Propriety toward the pro- 
pagating good Life, bur, i» 7efcrence to their way of. 
managery,all aptneſs to hinder it ; how much were 
it then for our caſe as well as profit, toturn us into 
the plain road, where none of theſe Thorny dittt- 
culties will encumber us? Alas, why ſhouid the 
Romaniſt ſo(weat to maintain his Purgatory flame, 
aSifhe already felt its hear, and wouid 1n this 
world antedate thoſe pains, when the ſame Indu- 
{try beſtowed here to purifie himſelf from all filthi- 
neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, would ſubſtrat the matter 
of that Fire, and leave little for that f#rnace to re- 
fine ; which were doubtleſs a much ſecurer way, 
even according to his ow principles, than to truſt 
to the uncertain devotion of o7bers, to fetch him 
out 
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out when once deeply ingulpht : *Tis ſurely much 
better to ſtarve that Fire by ones own z2nocence, 
than to leave it to be extinguiſht by the Tears 
and Piety of ſurviving friends, Why ſhould the 
Socinian fo eagerly contend for the poflibility of 
keeping the Law, when ove example would con- 
vince more than a thouſand arguments. Lethim 
bend his ftudy to make himſelf an inſtance of his 
own doctrine ; and then though he do tinally fail 
in proving his Hypotheſis, yet, it he do his utmoſt, 
he w.ll not fail of a better 57:#97ph than that 
which the Schools can give: and fo will even 
from his error extract advantage, his very /tray- 
ing will by a happy Aztiperiſtafis, lead him into 
the wsy, Why does the Predeſ{inarian fo adven- 
turouſly climb into Heaven, to ranſack the cele- 
ſtial Archives, read Gods hidden Decrees, when 
with leſs labour he may ſecure an Authentici tr an- 
ſcript within himſelf ; ler him according to Saint 
Peter's advice, 4ad to his faith virtue, and towvir- 
tne knowleaze, ana to knowledge temperance, &c. 
and that chain of virtues will ſtand him in much 
more ſtead, than it he could as infallibly ( as ſome 
have confidently ) demonſtrate every link of Pre- 
deſtination: *'T15 the afſiduous practice of Duty 
will make his calling and election ſure; and un- 
leſs he can confute that divine 4x/ome, that 
without holinefi none ſhall ſee the Lord; he cannot 
but confels he may more profitably buſie- his 
thoughts in Ilabouring to become holy, than in 
diſputing whether he can chule to be fo or not. 
Orlaſtiy, why do we Chriſtians of ſeveral perſma- 


ſons, 
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ſons, lo fiercely argue againſt the ſal/yability of 


each other, as if it were not only our Opinion, 
but our Intereſt and our Wiſh, that all ſhould be 
damn'd, but thoſe of our particular Sed ; when God 
knows, not only every Society, bur every lingle 
perſon has enough to do, to work out his own ſatua- 
tion, which if we will take the Apoſtles word, 1s 
to be done with fear and trembling, Phil.2.12., A 
temper very widely diſtant from that of cenſu- 
ring and judging. And ſure we ſhould not think 
that ma/efattor more meriting, or more likely to 
be acquitted, who ſhould leap from the Bay to the 
Bench, and there condemn the whole Gaol but 
himſelf. *Twas aſober and Chriſtian reply of a 
late learned Gentleman, who being askt by one 
whether a Papiſt might be ſaved, anſwered, Yow 
may be ſaved without knowing that. And would we 
confine our cares and enquiries to thoſe things 
which concern that one great Intereſt, we might 
take /eſf pains, and yet do more work ; be leſs bafic- 
bodies, but more fruitful Chriſtians, and then ſure 
'tis time we ask our ſelves the Wiſe-mans queſtion, 
Eccleſ. 5.16. What profit hath he that laboureth for 
the wind? Andaat laſt give over this unthriving 
diligence, and not ſo emulate the moſt ſtupid of 
Bealts, as to make our ſelves burthens, only that 
we may couch under them. 
AND were this only Iſſachars lot, 'twere the 
leſs to be regretted, but alſs Zabulop herein in- 
vades his portion ; 'tis they that handle the per 
of the Writer, that have engroſt hrs error, and 
will not ſuffer it tobe a Plcbejap one. None do 
ks ſo 
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ſo much this way miſ-employ the two vulgar ta- 

leats of Time and Induſtry, as thoſe who have a 

third ſuperadded tothem, that of Extraordinary 
Faculties and endowments, which they do as pro- 
digally laviſh as either of the former. The Be- 
ginnersor Abettors of contentions have generally 
been Perſons of the moſt acute refind wits and ex- 
cellent learning, which has enabled them for thoſe 
quirks and ſubtilties, of which groffer under- 
ſtandings would have remain'd more happily ig- 
norant. Aſtrange production, that the greateſt 
beauties of Nature and Art, ſhould ingender the 
fouleſt deformity in Religion. "Thus alas, have Sa- 
tans altars the pre emption of Gods, the fatteſt 
Oblation brought to teed the fire of contention, 
whillt that of devotion expires for want of Nou- 
riihment. It was indeed no wonder, that the 
blind zeal of Pagans had made him ſo wantonly 
nice, that none but the choiceſt victims would 
ſerve his turn; none but an Andromeas and an 
Tophigenta, Royal and Virgin: ſacrifices propitiate 
his infernal Deities : but that among Chriſtians 
he ſhould ſtill have the ſame Elefion, have the 
richeſt treaſures of thoſe, who ſay they war 
againſt him, laid at his feet, have his choiceſt 
weapons out of his Enemies magazine, is a riddle 
that can ſcarce be ſolved, but by concluding [4-- 
iatry has only chang'd its form, and: that he fits as 
ſecurely enſhrin'd in mens paſſions and animoli- 
ties, asever he did in an 1d9/ Temple; fo that he 
(ſeems rather to have loſt the pomp, than the power 
of Regiment. But admit, that he were not _—_— 
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lo immediately Gods rival, that thele peculative 
debates had none of thoſe adherencies, which do 
ſo directly gratifie him, yet ſtill he is ſecurdof 
gaining ſomewhat at rebound ; for alas, when” 
mens faculties are thus employed, what Wea- 
pons are there leſt for the detence of true prattick 
vertue, and God knows, the needs them bur too 
much : Mens /«ſts are grown (ubtle Dilputants, 
ſothat the moſt improved reaſo» may find work 
enough to manage the Conteſt ; And lurely would 
men of parts timely have bent their endeavours 
this way, vice could not have got ſo ſtrong a par- 
ty. Men are aſhamed to be Proſelyzes to a weak 
Arguer, as thinking they muſt part with their 
reputation, as well as theirſiz : and certainly no- 
thing is a more general aiſcouragement from Pie- 
ty, than the opznion of its  Votaries not being Per- 
ſons of Parts, and exalted, Underſtandings ; a 
Prejudice as old as the time of our Saviour, as 
may appear from Joh. 7. Would God our greateſt 
Rabbies would ſadly confider how much they 
have contributed w this ſcandal, while by laying 
out their parts on Polemick niceties, they have neg- 
leted the more weighty part of their bulinets, 
and given too much Atceſtation to that ſcanda- 
lous Maxim, that lgorance # the Mother of Devotts 
0n : Certainly this is quite to miſtake their Com 
miſſion, which is not that of a Heraald, to proclaim 
War amongſt men, but that of an Embaſſader, 
to reconcile them firſt ro holinel(s, and: by it to 
God: And doubtleſs se ſou! gain'd to Picty, 


| would more promote their account, than mary 


thouſands 
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thouſands ſecured to a Set or Party. We find 
how ſad the doom was of that Servant who wrapt 
up his Talent, but we have no cauſe to think 
1 would have been at all cafier, if he had melted 
the Talent into bullets, to maintain the skirmiſh 
with his fellows: Whether that be not the caſe 
of ſome who have received not the oe Talent but 
the five, I leave it to bediſcufſed between God 
and their own Conſciences ; but in the znterim 
"tis {ad to ſee how unhappily men engage their 
endeavours, which ſeems to repreſent the reverſe 
of Eſay's Prophecy, we have beat our plough- 
ſhares into ſwords, and our pruning-hooks into 


ſpears, all the inſtruments of fertility and | 
growth in Grace, into Engins of War and dif | 
cord; and then it muſt needs be a moſt deplorable 


condition to which Chriſtianity 1s reduced ; 
which ſeems in this. to be under the ſame cala- 
mity, which her difſtreſt profeſſors ſuffer from 
the Turkiſh ryranny, whilſt her hopefulleſt and 
moſt pregnant Children, are like Fanizarzes and 
Timartots trained up to bght againſt her. And 
let none wonder that I call it fighting againſt 
her, when yet perhaps none of them do formally 
renounce her; for that Circumſtance only de- 
termines the War to be znreſtine, not foreign ; 
and if our own ſad Experiences had not too 
much qualified us to judge, I might appeal to 
the univerſal vote of mankind, which of thoſe 
were the moſt deſtructive. Indeed were there 
no other a& of hoſtility diſcernable, but that 
which we have hitherto inſiſted on, the inter- 
cepting 
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cepting her ſupplies, the cutting off from her 
that time, induſtry and gifts, whereby ſhe would 
be nouriſht and ſupported, that were irreparably 
injurious to her, and conſequently moſt grateful 
to that grand Enemy, who, as hath been ſhew'd, 
makes advantage of our Wranglings, or Diffenti- 
ons with one another, to reck his more inveterate 
Malice on #4 all, 


EHAP. X 
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UT alas, the miſchief of theſe debates 
can never be deſcribd by bare negatives, 
there are multitudes of poſitive ills, that 

1nleparably adhere to them, and thoſe of fo de- 

ſtructive a force, that if Chriſtianity were be- 
leaguered and famiſht by the former, the is form'sd 
and batter'd by theſe, and o is aſcertain'd to 
ſink under all the methods of ruine. In the front 
of theſe we may well rank thoſe diſplacencies and 
animoſities which are the product of our ſpecu- 
lative differences, and which do indeed ſo natu- 
rally reſult from them, that 'tis not to be hoped ' 
ſo long as the one continues, that the other will 
ever ceaſe. For though in prafice we often 
ſee a bewitching Sin dethrone the Reaſon, and 
make men a& as if they had no ſuch ſuperior 
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three ways of actuating its paſſions; by rhought, 
by word, and by deeds ; and we may ſurely con- 
clude the feud very bitter that employs all 
theſe Engines, as 'tis too viſible this does ; for 
though the former of theſe be in its own na- 
ture inſcrurable to all but omniſcience ; yet the 
two latter are, according to Chrifts own Rule, of 
the Tree by zts fruits, infallible Criterions of 
them ; and thoſe make ſuch liberal diſcoveries, 
that I think I may appeal to any who have 
eſpous'd a party, whether they have not with the 
firſt diſcrimating rudiments of their own Sed; 
imbib'd a ſecrer confas'd prejudite to all others. 
Nay, I fear there are but few of fo mortified pat- 
fions; as to have ſtopr there, and not advanc'd to 
adire& avetſion, and alienation of mind. In- 
deed were it net for this, 'twere ſcarce a 

or 
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for fo many of the v»/gar, to be ſuch Brigors in 
their ſeveral faftions; for alas, their Intelle&s 
are generally too groff, ro have any clear appre- 
henlion of the Points they contend for ; their 
Leaders only give them fome general confus d no- 
tions, juſt enough to excite their diſpleaſure 
againſt all Diſſenters, and then their a»ge? muſt 
preſently be call'd zea/, and inſtead of the more 
uneaſie rask of ſuppreſſing their paſſion. this ex- 
_ ſerves at once to hallow and gratihe it : 

ay, ſoridiculous have {ome mens prepoſfeſhons 
of this kind been, that they would fcarce allow 
choſe to be extire ex Whom they thought not 


ſoand beliewers, biit have phancied I know not 


whit bodily as well as Mextal Monftroſicies in 
thoſe they were pleas'd to call 'Heyericks; a piece 
of childiſh credulity which the emiſſaries. of 
ſome factions have nor diſdain'd.to make their 
advantage of, But theſe inward dilguſts and 
rancours ate but the firſt bound of this ball of 
contention, when this leven is once in the hearr, 
it will quickly diffuſe it ſelf, and both rogue and 


hands will be tainted. with it. Hence comes 


it, that diſputes in religion are managed with 
ſuch virulency and bitterneſs, that one would 
think the Diſputants had pur off much of Hu- 
manity, before they come thus to treat of D#- 
vinity. The government of the Tongue is a piece 
of moral:\ty which ſober nature dictates, which 
yet in this inſtance many even of our greateſt 
Scholars ſeem totally to have unlearnt ; For whe- 
ther we conlider the unſcemly reproaches, or = 
2 gi 
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gid cenſures, wherewith almoſt all parties purſue 
their Antagoniſts, we have reaſon to ſay with 
S. James, The toxpue # an unruly evil, full of dead- 
ly Poyſon : Would God their guilt of this kind, 
did not fo loudly proclaim it ſelf, as to ſuper- 
ſede the need of proof. "Tis too obvious that the 
Satyr has uſurpt the chair, and Polemick Diſcour- 
ſes are degenerated into /ibels and invettives; 
our Controvertiſts fall from arguments to 7e- 
proaches, as if their Zeal lay more to blaſt their 
adverſaries fame, than confute his error; and 
were this only in perſonal extemporary debates, 
it might have the excuſe of an indeliberate paſſi- 
on. Indeed it were to be wiſht that all words 
of this ſort might vaniſh in that breath that 
utters them ; that as they reſemble the Wind in 
fury and impetuouſneſf, lo they might do allo in 
tranſientneſl, and ſudden expiration: But alas, | 
a courſe is taken to immortalize them, they 
become records, and our moſt elaborate contro | 
wverſial writings, like the Earth after the curſe, 
over-run with theſe briers and thorns, ny Pers 


contumelies and invectives filling ſo many Pages. 
that were thoſe weeded out, many volumes wou 
be reduced to a more moderate bulk as well as 
zemper, Nor are our cexſures any thing more 
modeſt than our reproaches, every petty diffe- | 
rence is mutually upbraided co each party as 2 
defection from the faith, fo that we ſcarce know 
a milder »ae than Herefie, nor doom, than 
Damnation. And as if the viſible obliquities of 
errors would not afford us indictments enough 
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againſt one another, there is a cloſer inſpe&ion 


made, every poſitzoz 15 ript up, and curiouſly dil- 
ſeed, 'to ſee what Embryo is in its womb, what 
ſeeds there are of monſtrous productions, which 
though perhaps the native ſtrength of the Prin- 
ciple would never have «nimated, yet the preter- 
natural heat of an Antagoniſt can quickly hatch 
them ( like the Chickens at grand Cairo) into life, 
and vigorous being : and if by a long chain of 
( perhaps fallacious ) Inferences, ſome ſuch Im- 
putation is faſtned upon a Theſis, then all who 
embrace that, are charg'd allo with all this þ«- 


' 740m brood, though they never ſo ſolemaly re- 


nounceand dilclaim them. A practice ſure very 
uncharitable ; for ſuppoſe ſuch conſequences ne- 
ver {o regularly deduced from my opinion, yet {0 
long as I ſeriouſly diſavow and deteſt them, I 
may indeed be thought «»w:ſe in not diſcerning 
the connexion, but ſure not impiows. So that 
unleſs want of Logick be a damning fin, no man 
can hence be authoriz'd to pronounce: me repro- 
bate : and Icannot think that God, whoſe rigor 
bends againſt the faults of our wills, rather than 
our xnder/tandings, and who at the laſt great al: 
ſize will aſſume our own conſciences into the ju- 
dicature upon us, will ever ſentence me for thoſe 
aeduftions, how horrid ſoever,which I never made 
mine, or that I ſhall ever find my ſelf in Hell 
tor a miſperſwaſion which I never entertain'd: 
But there are ſome whoſe Cenſures are nor fo ar- 
tificial, yet no leſs ſevere, who beg their Poſta- 
lata, and raking . it for granted that ſuch and 
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ſach are the only ſanctifed opinions, make them 
the Shivolerh by which to dilcriminate not only 
their ow" Friends, but Goas too, lock up Heaven 
gares againſt any who. bring not that Ticket for 
admirrance ; and though they make the way wide 
enough ro receive the molt over grown Sinner of 
theirown Opinion, yet they pronounce it impol- 
fible ro the ftridFeſt piety of a Diſſenter. And up- 
on {uch grounds as theſe do we mutually doom 
one another to perdition, never conlidering that 
whilſt we ſo briskly prelage 9hers Damnation, 
we really prepare for our owa. Alas, our eager 
neſs to heat the Furnace ſeven times hotter for af 
that bow not to our diftates, does but expole us to 
the fate of Nebuchadnezzars officers, Dan. 3. 
to be our ſelves confum'd in that flame, wherein 
wecaſt them. 'Tis indeed to be wiſht we would 
ceaſe to invade Gods peculiar, by judging thoſe 
that muſt ſtand or fall to him: .but if we will 
needs take his efice, tis but equitable we take 
his ales too; and in our Wrathremember Mercy : 
But God be bleffed 'tis the Judgment of our «p- 
rizht ; yer gracious Maſter, that.thall finally deter- 
mine us; and not that of our, paſſionate fellow- 
ſexyvants: If theſe were irreverſible, and the Key 
of:the bottomleſs pit were 1n our c«ftody, we 
might give Satan « Hit of Eaſe, diſcharge hm 
frorh his perambulations, | he would- necd- no 
more to walk -abour as a Lz9, but might ftill 
le m his Dez, and we ſhould bring in preyenough 
togiutthe Devourer: For could we execute all 
werazazmn, we might ask the Diſciples queſtion, 
42Ut eMatt. 
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Mztt. 19. 25. Who then can be ſgued? But as theſe 
ſevere cenſures, are a prefent wio/atian of Charity, 
 chananed to the perpetuating it by obſtructing 
a return to that «z:ty of Judgement, which mighr 
make up the very or:ginal breach ; for while men 
reciprocally load each others opinions and per- 
ſons with deteſtable imputations, if they really 
ſpeak what they think, they do till more deeply 
impreſs upon themſelves the prejudice to that 
which they accuſe, ( hatred as well as love ga- 
Fering {ſtrength by being actuated : ) but if a 
do indeed not believe their own charge, yet ha- 
ving once made it, either upon Intereſt or Paſſi- 
on, tis not probable they will want pride to main- 
tain it ; and when we conſider how ruling a 
piece of carnality that 1s, we cannot wonder it it 
indiſpole men to 7e7raFations, | with we had 
not too many, and too late inſtances of ſome 
whoſe weightieſt objefion againſt a cauſe, has 
been their own former volence againſt it. When 
mea have once faſtned the brand of Hereſie, Pro- 
phaneneſs or Blaſphemy upon an 0p+»on, .they 
thiak they cannot afterwards become its Proſe- 
lztes, without either ſeeming to aſſume thoſe 
Guilts, or at leaſt that of having falſly charg'a 
them upon others: and the Horns of ſuch a 
Dilemma do (0 gore their reput##ion, that it often 
tempts toſalve that with the wopndirg of Conſci- 
ence, and perſwades them rather to reje& their 
convictions, than expole their credizs. And cer- 
tainly were this the only ill conſequent 'of our 
rigorous acculations, it would be enough to pre- 
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judice them as unfit Inſtruments in a Goſpel-de- 
ſiga ; but though they ſuit not with that work'to 
which they ſolemnly pretend, they are moſt ac: 
commodate to that they really produce: For if we 
examine in the third place, what influence theſe 
our eager conteſts have upon our a##ions, we (hall 
tind them fully proportionable to our words. And 
tirſt negatively, 'tis apparent in too many, that 
they are apt to confine even the common offices 
of humanity to their own Set: and others who 
do not ſo, yet ſhew ſo great partiality in diſpen- 
ſing them, as diſcovers the Name of Chrifiar is 
not half ſo charming, as that of their own parti- 
cular Fattion, Were inſtances of this kind as 
needful as they are numerow, 'twere ealie to give 
multitudes : but I think none that has liv'd in 
our lareconfuſions can have wanted occaſions of 
obſerving it in others, at leaſt, if not in himſelf, 
But alas, omiſſions are (carce worth our notice, 
when there are ſo many poſitive 4s of unkind- 
neſs fo viſible among us: They know little of 
ancient, and leſs of modern Times, that are unac- 
_* quainted with the murual perſecutions, which al- 
moſt all parties have alternately rais'd, one 
againſt another among Chriſtians : Confiſcations 
and baniſhmernts, Gibbets and flames; Weapons 
God knows much too carnal for a ſpiritual war- 
fare, 'yet much more in uſe than thoſe S. Paul 
recommends to Timothy, gentlenefi, and meek in- 
ſtruting of Oppoſers, 2 Tim. 2.25, 26, And when 
"ris conſider'd rhat thoſe Oppoſers too were Hea- 
thems, 'twall be more than a little ſtrange, that 
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Severity ſhould beallowable to Brethren, which 
was interdited againſt A/rens. Is it an ealier 
crime to reject the extire body of that Faith which 
was once delivered to the Saints, than to differ 
in the explication of ſome oze branch of it? Nay, 
perhaps only of ſome corollary and deduttion from 
it, which, as far as it is humane, may be fallible, 
and therefore can no more command my aſſent 
than it ſatisfies my judgment ; yet this is general- 
ly the moſt that can be affirmed of our diffe- 
rences ; For almoſt what Party is there which 
doth not avowedly own allthat Faith which con- 
ſtituted the firſt Chriſtians * Would God, we did 
as uniformly embrace the Charity too; and then 
moſt of our diſputes would be ſuperſeded, at 
leaſt ſo calm'd, that there ſhould be none of 
thoſe deſtructive effefts which they now pro- 
duce: Foralas, how many funeral piles has this 
prepoſterous zeal kind!ed! So that what ſome 
faid of Draco's Laws, may too juſtly be applied 
to our arguments, that they have been: writ ra- 
ther in 5/oud than Izk. But as Chriſt when he 
forewarn'd his Diſciples of the enſuing perſecuti- 
on, tells them, not only they ſhall be k:]'d, bur 
they ſhall be put out of the Synagogue: So now 
as if Chriſtians were emulous of every branch 
of Jewiſh cruelty, we tranſcribe that part of the 
copy too, and either by cauſleſs excommunica- 
ting others, or ſeparating our ſelves, we deny the 
benefit of publick communion 10 each other : And 
this is a greater ſeverity than the former, by how 
much more implacable our hate is againſt what 

we 
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wecount error, than.what we know tobe vice; 
and by how much the concerns of the Sos/ are 
more eſtimable than thoſe of the Body. The in- 
yeteratengl(s- of thoſe Feuds which riſe from 
Opinion, may clearly be diſcovered in this 
inſtance: let a man have committed all ths 
eutrages which may render him unworthy to 
live; y& when we prolecyte him to death, we 
willingly afford him all helps towards his future 
fate, and no man is fo ughumane as to refule to 
pray, either for or with a Malefacor ; yet ſome 
few ſpeculative differences are ſuch a gulph be- 
twixt us, that we cangot meet even in that we all 
acknowledge our commoa Duty, the worſhip of 
ear God, Cercainly among all the accurled iflues 
| of our contention, there is none more malignant 
and criminal, 'than this of Schiſzz and Separation, 
and would men judge dilpaſſhionately, more irra: 
tional too: For doubtlels were our caſe ſtated to 
a3ay ſober Heathen, he would never be able to 
guels, why they who equally acknowledge the 
advantage and neceſſity of prayer, confels the 
fame God, have the ſame common wants ia this 
world, and hopes in the next, may not ask in the 
ſame form and in the ſame place. Alas, is it 
not£nough to be at diſtance where we 4fer, but 
mult we be ſo allo where we agree ? Is unity fo 
dreadful to us, that we muſt a& contradictions to 
eſcape it? Surely this is a franger faſcingtion of 
the ſpirit of Diviſion, than that in the Goſpel- 
Demoniack, which enabled him to break all bonds 


in ſunder,- and like it, abhors the approaches of 
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2 Saviour, crying out, What have we to do with 
thee, thow Feſws the Son of God, art thou come to 
torment us? Who knows what a powerful Ex- 
orciim the united interceſſions of the Chriſtian 
world might have been ; had we joyntly depre- 
cated quarrels, God might have found a way 
to have compos'd them, though we could not ; 
and our tears might have cemented thole breaches 
which our difſents made, but our Separation wi- 
dens. I know the venerable names of the Sandti- 
ons of Holy Church, the hundred thirty ſeventh 
Canon of the Code of the univerſal Church, which 
ſays in expreſs terms, "OT: uv H& aipelnots 7 UT [ay 
Trxols .oureLyedai, that we ought not to pray with 
Hereticks or Schiſmaticks, and very many warm 
expreſſions of the Fathers are producible in this 
cale: Butwmllwe excommunicate with the Tears 
and Sorrows, and publick concernment of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, who refus'd all as of kindnels 
only out of love, and the moſt ardent Charity, 
we may by no means lay claim to their pattern, 
whole eſtrangements only flow from malice and 
1nveterate. hate. Would we indeed comport 
with the Example of thoſe happy Times, we ſhould 
have ſear'd\the guilt of Schiſm in our ſelves fo 
much, as not to have lightly charg'd 'it upon 
others ; weſhould have prayed for the conwerſior 
of Diſſenters, . not laid 4vathemas upon them, and 
prayed for their confuſion. S. Paul we ſee, Heb.10. 
25. reckons the forſaking of {ſſemblies, as a de- 
grce, at leaſt preparative of Apoſtaſie ; and from 
his time throughout all the purer ages of the 

Church 
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Church the holy Fathers have generally branded 
it as the higheſt impiety ; and no marvel, for 
it is one of thoſe Gyant-like ſins, which not only 
opprefles men, but invades even God himſelf. 
'Tis the mangling and aſlaſſinating that body to 
which Chriſt owns an inſeparable connexion ; the 
putting him to head (catter'd limbs, inſtead of 
an entire compa body, as if we meant to refute 
S. Paul, ſhew him 'tis poſſible that Chriſt may be 
divided, Good God! what ſhall we ſay when we 
ſee Heathen Souldiers eſtimate Chriſts coat bigh- 
erthan Chriſtians do his body : they thought the 
one to0 good to be parted, but we ceal(s not tg 
rear and mangle the her, and which is yer more 
monſtrous, make it apart of our Religion to do ſo. 
We nameour Opznons our Faith, and when un- 
der that Title we have enſhrin'd them, - we make 
more barbarous Immolations than ever the moſt 
avage Heathens did. They ſacrifice ſome few 
objeRs of their Love, their Ch//4rex, but we ſa» 
crifice the very affectzon, and think our Zeal /uke- 
warm till.it have reduced our Charity to aſhes, 
Andnow if we compare thefe our Diviſions, Wrath, 
and BitterneſS, with'thoſe fundamental, Golpel- 
precepts of Unity, Love and eMeeckneff, we muſt 
ſurely:ſay, we have: not there fo; learn'd Chriſt. 
And then:kow ridiculous is it, to pretend a Zeal 
ro that Goſpel, whole very foundations we un- 
. dermine? Peace is at once the v/efng and duty of 
Chriſtians, and thoſe heats of fecalarive Con- 
reſts which violate it,. will certainly never ſerve 


to make us either good or happy. And _—— 
14 til 
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till Charity ceaſe to be an Effential part of Chri- 
ſtianity (which certainly we muſt burn our Bibles 
ere we can ſuppoſe ) we muſt conclude, that our 
Diſputes, and the ways whereby we manage 
them, how much ſoever they pretend to preſerve, 
do indeed evacuate and deſtroy true, that is, Pre- 
#ick Chriſtianity. | 


GEHAP. XE 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs arifing from Diſputes, as 
they engage upon Il Arts and Scandalow Pratti- 
ces, to ſuſtain the eſpouſed Cauſe 4nd Party, 


| ND yet ſounhappily are many men mi- 
ſtaken, that theſe irregular heats which 
| thus waſte the vital ſpirits of Religion, 
are thought the moſt Soweraign Cordials to ſup- 
port them. The higheft Paroxyſm of this Fever 
15 deem'd the perfeeſt Hea/ch, Men eſteem the 
overflowing of their Gall, the exuberance of 
their Zeal ; and then all the Promiſes to the fairh- 
ful combatant in Chriſts camp, they confidently 
appropriate to that their ſo eminent Grace ; 
though indeed it can with no more propriety be 
call'd ſo, than Pharaohs lean Kine might be ſaid 
to be fat, becauſe they had devourd thoſe that . 
wereſo. Inplain terms, men lay ſo great weight 
upon their being of right opinions, and their ca- 


gerneſs of abetting them, that they account _- 
the 
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the unum neceſſariam, and think the propagatitig 
of thoſe fo important a ſervice to God; as will ju- 
ftife the uſe of the moſt inrerdifed infliruments, 
legitimate the moſt enormouw Commiſſions, thit 
they can phantie contributive to that pious End: 
And moreover commute. for the negle& of Pr«- 
eick duties inthe general tract of rheir /ives, | 
ſhall nor here urge the hazard of meas erring in 
the choice of opinions, nay, the certainty that 
of many oppolite one only can be the right ; and 
then toall ſuch as mils that, their very ground- 
work fails them. I ſhall only confine my ſelf to 
the malignant influence this Petſwaſion has on pra- 
dice, and inthar reſpe& Icannot but affirm it a 
- moſt pernicizns deluſion, which as it tends ex- 
tremely to the enhan{ing the bitterneſs of our 
conteſts, fo it may juſtly be reckoned arriong the 
worſt effe&s of them, and is a moſt #rrefragable 
proof how tfuch they obſtru@ the vital efficacy of 
Religion in our hearts. Noris it any new thing 
for men thus to deceive themſelves ; for we find 
fuch Contidences as theſe frequently upbraided 
tothe Fews, both by the Prophets and Chrift him- 
ſelf ; they thought their Zea/to the Temple and 
ritual oblervances ſo invincibly meritorious, as 
no Crime could defeat, and that their /egal purifi- 
catidns would render thetri acceptable in Gods 
Eyes, in ſpight of all their Moral pollutions : 
Bur how fallacious a hope this was, the many (e- 
vere increparions of God: do ſufficiently atceſt. 
Yet certainly their guilt was far below ours ; the 
things they fo depeaded on were pa/zs, though 

not 


I renee enemas 


Chap. I, 4s they engage upon IZ Arts, &c. 291 


not the whole of their Duty ; thoſe Ordina»ces, 
though perhaps ſomewhat adulterated by k abbr 
nical mixcures, yet for the main were 2-//#/ted 
by God himſelf, and that with a deſign of d1icrt- 
minating and ſeparating them from che rcit of 
the world ; and ſuch peculiarities and priviiedges 
as theſe, might have an aptneſs to excite thar 
preſumption: But alas, the caſe is otherwiſe 
with moſt of us; they are not the Revelations 
of Gods will, not the Teſtament of our dying Re- 
deemer, but ſome Coarcri/s and Annexes oft our 
own we ſo carneſtly aber. 'Tis nor the Text ( for 
then *twere impoſſible for any that receiv'd the 
ſame Canon of Scripture to differ ) but our z/eſſes 
to which we pay ſuch Reverence ; and whenon 
that account we ſever our felves from thoſe to 
whom the Commands of God, the Bloud of our 
Saviour have moſt cloſely #nitedand cemented us ; 
we can yet make a ſhift to think that there is ſo 
much of Sacred in this, as ſhall not ooly render it 
highly rewardable, but alſo hallow all other pro- 
fanations of our lives ; and in our Fehu-march up- 
on ſuch- an expedition, can turn all regrets of 
conſcience ( like Jorams, meſſengers ) behind us. 
That this is ſo, none can doubt who obſerve with 
what boldneſs men ruſh upon the moſt #nchrifttan 
fins, in purſuit of what they phancy a Chriſtian 
cauſe, Were it not for this amules, how were it poſ- 
ſible for any to think they may venture upon Per- 
Jury, Sacriledge, Murder, Regicide, any thing 
withoi:t impeachment to their Sainrſbip ; nay, to 
think that the only danger lies on the other fide, 
in 
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in being remiſly wicied, that to ſlack any thing of 
the utmoſt ſpeed, 1S to do the work of the Lord neg- 
ligently. Yet that this has been a prevailing 
Perfwaſion, we have had too many, and too fad 
inſtances ; and God grant we may not find them 
ſo repeated, that our ſexſe may ſuperſede the «ſe 
of our memories concerning them; nor has this 
been peculiar to one only Sect ; but thoſe who are 
otherwiſe at the wideſt diſtance unite in this 
Principle. They are not only Fazaticks that 
can ſay grace over the fouleſt crimes, and conſe- 
crate them tothe ule of a good canſe ; if we exa- 
mine the Dypricks either of Conclave or Conſiſto- 
ry, we ſhall find ſome Saints upon that account, 
who could never have been ſo upon any other. 
And when we conſider how often Heaven has 
been mortgaged to gain Auxiliaries from Hel, 
how men have been encouraged to the moſt dam 
ning fins, by promiſes of being certainly ſaved ;-we 
mult either think that a Holy cauſe is omnipotent 
enough to reverſe Gods decrees, to ſave whom he 
would damn, or clſe that this pretence is one of 
the moſt ruinous deceits, the moſt fatal Treache- 
ry to ſouls that ever $474zcontriv'd, who though 
hedo in all inſtances play the Mox-rtebank, yet 
ſure never more than when on confidence of this 
Antidote he perſwades us thus to ſwallow down 
his deadlieſt poyſon. 

I MUST not here attempt to enumerate all 
the «nchriftian praftices, that have on this ſcore 
been made, not only /awfu/ but meritorious ; yet 


there is one of ſo frequent uſe, that 1 muſt needs 
adyert 
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advert unto it, and that is, thoſe calumnzes and 
falſehoods, which are riow become a piece of Eccle- 


fiaſtick as well as Srate policy, and a great part of 


that offenſive armour wherewith our controver- 
tiſts aſſault one another. Indeed if we conſider 
how many forges are daily going for theſe Engines, 
we ſhall have reaſon to think, all Parties kave an 
high eſteem of their «ſef#/zeS. Of theſe Calum- 
nies there are too many ſorts and degrees to be 
here particulariz'd : And indeed thoſe, who per- 
mit themſelve to uſe any, can be ſuppos'd to have 
no other boundaries than the advantage of their 
cauſe: And accordingly as that ſeems to exaR, 
they lay their Sceze; ſometimes they traduce the 
perſons of their oppoſers, and by railing prejudi- 
ces againſt them, hope ſome of it will refle& up- 
on their dorine : did men generally know how 
to diſtinguiſh between reports and certainties, this 
ſtratagem would be as wnskilful as it is uningenu- 
ow : But conſidering the vulgar temper, it's not 
unaptly ſuited toit. This it ſeems was anciently 
underſtood, it being the old Greek advice, Sap- 
peylas amlegar 2} Saxyeiy Tais Iiabonaiss oTL av 
Seeamevoy To #AxG. © SrInyuO, 1 van pes © 
S1aConns. To calumniate ſtoutly, for that how per- 
feitly ſoever the wound of reproach be healed, there 
will remain a ſcar ; and though we wipe away with 
never ſo much care the dirt thrown at us,there will be 
left ſome ſulliage behind : And accordingly this was 
the Expedient the Pagans us'd againſt the Prim?- 
tive Chriſtians, to put them thus in the skins of 
beaſts,& ſhapes of monſters,& then worry them to 
a death. 
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death, And this is the method till, though 
heightned and improved3 and our Religion has 
ſuffter'd infinitely more fince we us'd it againſt 
each other, than when they manag'd it againſt the 
whole community. But beſides this defamation of 
Perſons, another branch of this-black Art is the 
depraving of Writings, both in the ſence and very 
letter, and dire& words 5 for the former of thele, 
whoſoever obſerves the ſtrange perverſions, and 
affected miſtakes of mens meanings viſible in ma- 
ny of our Polemick diſcourſes, will ſure reſolye 


that a mans zntentions, as well as his words and. 


actions may be calumniated : Nor does the /ezter 
ſcape better, every period-which threatens danger 
to the cauſe muſt be mutilated and diſmembred, 
and as Sampſox was by the Philiſtines, loſe its Hair 


and Eyes, and then be made ſport for the whole 


party. AndI fear there are too few, who do not 
1n this cale take the Fewsſh reparation, an Eye for 
an Eye, &c. retaliate to the adverſary the foul 
play they receive. But ſome advance yet higher, 
and think it not enough to make an Argument or 
Teſtimony uſeleſs to the Enemy, unleſs they 
draw it over to themſelves, make it betray the ſide 
it was tom4intain, and as a Conqueror ules tore- 
ſtore Arms to ſuch of the adverſe party, as will 
turnto his, ſoafter they have by fatisfactions {e- 
curd themſelves of its aid, it ſhall then be made 
as potent as 1s poſſible, and with ſuch kind of Re- 
: negado troops as theſe, ſome cauſes have been much 
ſupported. Yet were this w/o/ation offer'd only 
to the writings of living men, who might vindt 

cate 
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cate it, 'twere not ſo tranſcendently iznoble, but 
ir moſt frequently falls upon thole, who have 
made their beds 1n the duſt ; who have chang'd 
their own Form, and cannot ſecure their Writings 
from the ſame fate : Nay, 'tis yet more frequent- 
ly thoſe, whom we have all reaton to ſuppoſe, and 
molt of us profels to believe, glorified Saints 3 
and this ſuperadds a daring preſumption to all 
other circumſtances of the guilt, and heightens 
an injuſtice into Sacriledge. It has always been 
held the moſt deteſtable fort of forgery to coun- 
terfeir Teftaments, though the Teſtator were of 
never ſo low a quality, or his bequefs of never fo 
mean a value: And ſhall it now pals for a piece of 
commendable dexterity, an art of manage to falſitie 
thoſe writizgs by which the Fathers of the Church 
deſign'd to entail rruth and piety, not ſtrife and 
faition upon her? We know, Necromancy has 
juſtly been reputed one of the moſt horrid forms 
of Sorcery, becaule it enforced dead men-to ſpeak 
what the living were inquiſitive to hear. Ileave 
it to be conſider'd what this wants of that, be- 
ſides the dreadful ceremonies of the Incantation ; 
certainly 'tis a guilt which nothing bur our too 
familiar acquaintance with it could make unfor- 
midable. And indeed this whole-method of ſer- 
ving a cauſe by ſuch or an; means. is (o utterly r& 
pugnant to the Principles even of ingenuous na- 
ture, that we can ſcarce caſt a greater ſcandal 
upon an Opinion, than to ſhew it needs ſuch Aids. 
"Tis by Hiſtorians branded as an execrable fact in 


him, who to ſecure himſelf from a neighbour 
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Prince, call'd the Turk into Chriſtendom : But 
ſure thoſe who to fortifie their ſide have brought 
inthis Artifice of calumniating and falfifying, have 
done an Ad no leſs /mpiows; the conſtitution of 
Chaiſtianity agreeing full as well with the 4/coran 
as with thele P/e fraudes; asſome of them who 
perhaps mean the fraud more than the Pzety are 
pleas'd to call them. Nay indeed they accord 
not much better with Philoſophy than Divinity, 
every man knows the nature of contraries is to 
combare and expel, not to cheriſh and ſupport 
one another, How abſurd is it then for thoſe, 
who ſay they deſign to advance truth, to make 
falſhood their Inſtrument ? I wiſh they would ex- 
periment to accommodate their ſecular concerns 
at the ſame rate, let them coo! them in the Fire, 
warm them in the Froſt, and feed themſelves by 
perpetual _—_ and when they find cauſe to 
commend the efticacy of that Method, they may 
with fairer pretence 1n this higher inſtance recon- 
cile the feuds of Reaſon and of Nature, and make 
a Hethe Evidence of Truth. In the interim, it may 
well paſs for Sophiſtry as well as fin; and doubt- 
Teſs whatever advantages are hop'd for to private 
Sets and Parties by this art, Chriſtian Religion in 
general is hugely prejudiced by it : For when men 
ſhall compare the veracity of Heathens with our 
falſhoods ; learn from Hiſtorians, that among the 
Perſians, aiguo ro LrvSeSai revopupat, to lye was 
deem'd 4 fault of the greateſt turpitude, and they 
therefore laid an ill Character upon perſons in 
debt, oTiarcpzn Þ cpapolay To 4550 G. Myer, 
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becauſe he that is ſo muſt needs tell yes : And when 
they ſhall ſee in the Laws of Cingis a barbarous 
Tartar, Lying made a cpital crime, and yer 
among Chriſtian Caſ#i/?s made a holy artifice, they 
will be tempted to think our endas fictitious as 
our w4y ; and that our Religion has little counte- 
nance from #r##h, which is thus fain to make /yes 
its Refuge. Thus unhappily do thele Arrows 
revert, not anly on thoſe who ſhoot them, but in 
the face of Chriſtianity it ſelf, which is defam'd, 
and traduced by thoſe landers, we aim at our pri- 
vate adverſaries. 

BUT beſides this dire, there are other more 
oblique Ways of making vice (ſubſervient to Reli- 
gion, or toſpeak more properly, of making Rel:- 
gion ſubſervient to vice ; for ſome Tealots of ſe- 
veral parties, who more regard the numerouſneſs 
than purity of their Profeſſors, diſcerning how 
much the ſenſual part of mankind ſtartles at the 
ſtritneſs of Golpel-precepts, are induſtrious to 
take off that diſcouragement, not by convincin 
them of the real divine ſweetneſs and pleaſantneſs 
of-them, but by debaſing and accommodating 
them more to the carnal appetite: Yet here men 
proceed not all alike, ſome uſe Chriſts yoke, as 
Hananiah did that of Feremy, break it quite off ; 
others only effay to ſlacken and alleviate it, that 
it may not pinch the luſts of /ibertine Proſelytes : 
Ofthe firſt ſort axe ſuch, as having made the a4- 
herenceta their Party the infallible mark of Saz- 
Hification, and that Sancification of Eleitioz, do 
from thence proclaim to all who are fo qualified 
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a general Jubilee and manumiſſion from the bond 
even of Chriſt's as well as Moſes's Law, or if ſome 
of them allow it to remain an impotent direRor, 
yet while they affirm that God ſees no fin in his 
£lef, ors it hedo, beholds them as a Father does 
the harmleſs falls of his Child, rather with ſmiles 
than azger, they make the' vio/ations of it ſo lafe, 
that they are too ſure to be many, and between 
abrogating and thus enervating a law, the dife- 
rence 1s merely verbal. EY | 

OF the ſecond fort are ſome, who by indul- 
gent and partial gloſſes, ſeek to mallitie the ſeve- 
rity of Chriſts commands. That contrive for 
their Clients not the eas of Obeying, but the 
arts of Eſcaping them. Like the anjuſt Steward, 
teach; their Lords Debtors to write Fifty inſtead of | 
a Hundred ;' and decide Caſes of coni(cience more 
according to the z»rereſts and paſſions of men, than 
the will of Chriſt, There are a generation of 
men of whoſe Dexterity in this faculty the world 
has taken ſo much norice that I need not name 
them, 'a ſort of eafie Caſuifts who ſeem to have 
erected a Court of Equity to relieve men againſt 
the rigour of divine Law; and there is little 
doubt but they ſhall find enough ready to make 
ſuch appeals ; Men love to be Chriſtians as cheap 
as they can, arid therefore will cloſe with that 
party, which offers the eaſieſt terms: And then 
while theſe ſpiritual Piozcers do thus enlarge the 
fiarrow way, make it a road as well for the Beaſt 
as the Man, the br»:ifh ſeriſual, as well as rational 
arvine Paxt of us, no wonder though Sholes of 
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Converts throng in tothem. Bur 'tis to be con- 
fider'd that all this while this is winning Proſe- 
lytes tothemſelves, not to God ; the gaining them 
to a SefF, not a Religion ; atleaſt nor to that pure 
religion,and undefiled, which the grand Author of 
our Faith has both exemplified, and propos'd to 
us ; for how much that ſuffers by this way of pro- 
pugning private opinions, is more than enough 
apparent. Yet ſo ambitious are our prime lea- 
ders of ſuch Trophies, that in order to them {ome 
are (aid to alcend yer a ſtep higher, and belides 
this general encouragement they give to mens 
luſts by taking off Reſtraints, do 1n ſome caſes 
actually promote and excite them. For when 
they ſee a licentious perſon whole a:quef# they 
judge beneficial to their cauſe, they have artifices 
of fomenting his riots, do not only take off the 
bridle, butuſe the far alſo, hoping that at the 
rebound it may conduce to their End. If any 
think it impoſſible it ſhould do fo, let them 
conſider that among our various Opinions ſome 
there are which ſell Heaven much cheaper than 
others dare, that allow ſuch eafie attonements as 
the moſt habitual ſinner need not deſpair of: 
and then the moſt infallible means to aſcertain 
ſuch to that ſide, is to make them too bad for any 
other. For when a man is reſolute to keep his 
fins while he ves, and yet unwilling to relin- 
quiſh all hopes when he aies, 'tis more than pro- 
bable he will embrace that profeſſion which bids 
faireſt to vhe reconciling thole ſo diſtant inte- 
reſts; and therefore the greater malefattor he 1s, 
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the more ſure he will be zo fly to the horns of thi 
Altar ; the nearer ſinking, the apter to catch at | 
theſe reeds ; ſo that the Proje& is not :wpolitich, 
though God knows fo impious, that 'tis much fit- 
ter for the School of Machiavel than of Chriſt ; 
and ſeems to verifie that imputation as to a part 
of Chriſtians, which 74a once as fally as ma- 
liciouſly affixt upon the whole : that their Church 
wa an Aſylum and ſanttuary for the moſt flagitious 
offenders, and protetied thoſe puilts to which no other 
religion allowed any Expiation, 'Tis indeed (0 
| Horrid that I cannot think there are many conſci- 
ences ſo cauteriz'd by this fiery zea/as to admit 
it, yet that ſome have done it, there is too much 
certainty, and therefore 'tis no improper inſtance 
in our preſent argument ; for 1f mens eagerxeſ 
£0 ſupport their ſeveral ſides, can tranſport them 
ro ſuch atrempts as theſe, 'tis abundant Evi- 
dence how much Chriſtianity loſes by thele con- 
teſts of under-fations, which while they: pre- 
tend toguard, do indeed ixvade her under her own 
Colours. | 

BUT beſides the faults men commit with 
this immediate avow'd aſped# upon their religion, 
there -are others which lily. ſhroud themlelves 
under the skirr of its mantle: I mean thoſe Sins 
of common life, which though they pretead not - 
to advance thecauſe, yet when acted by a Zealot 
are thought to be overwhelm'd by his heroick 
Piety. Indeed men who make themlelves ſo much 
work about others faith, are ſeldom at leiſure to 
regulate their own prattice, and io have no wat 
» : O 
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of ſtating their accounts with God, but by ba- 
lancing the excefi of the one againſt the defeits 
of the other: How ſuch reckonings will paſs 
the grand Audit, 'tis I think not hard to divine ; 
but in the interim, it keeps them very chearful 
and ſecure, teaches them a Receipt to retain all 
their Sins, and yer loſe none of their confidence ; 
ſo that when they have immerſt themſelves in all 
filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, they can truſt 
their zeal to refine them from all that Droſs. 
Nor does it only thus reconcile them to their own 
vices, but to other mens alſo, whole moſt brutiſh 
ſenſualities they can look on with perfect pati- 
ence, nay even Atheiſm it ſelf can have fatr 
Quarter : They are not much diſcompoſed to ſee 
men have zo Religzon, "tis only the having oxe dif- 
ferent from their own that awakes their indigna- 
tion; then like Sa#/ when (eiz'd on by the ev 
ſpirit, they caſt about their Javelins, think no ri- 
gor tvo great on ſucha provocation; yet even 
here they have intervals, and the very ſame per- 
ſons who are thus at odds upon a re/igiow, can 
unite upon a v##/0w account. Thoſe who mutu- 
ally denounce damnation to each other, can with 
full accord combine in thoſe prafFices which will 
aſcertain it to them both, as if they ſo much fear'd 
to have their predifions defeated, that they 
would be each others convoy to the land of dark- 
neſs. Thoſe that will by no means meet at the 
Church, know not when to part at the Tavern, 
and though they will nor joyntly partake of the 
Cup of the Lord, are yet very ſociable at the Cup 
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of Devils; T mean thoſe exceſſive debauches, 
which are a moſt acceptable drink-offering to 
thoſe infernal ſpirits. Have we not ſeen many 
whoſe diſtant opinions have faſtned upon one 
another the brand of Aztichri/tianiſm, who have 
' yetlike Gog and eMageg joyn'd againſt the holy 
City? And thoſe who could never agree on the 
way of ſetting up Chrifts Throne, have yet been 
very unanimous in pulling down the Kings. Thus 
alas, do we juſtle one another out of the arrow 
path thar leads to life, bur can hand in hand run 
our Gareer in the broad way of deſtruction. And 
doubtleſs this great unevennels, theſe ſpiritual 
feuds, and carnal endearments between the 
ſame perſons ; this 7»mpetuows zeal, and as impe- 
zZuous luſts inthe ſame breaſts could never be, did 
not mendepend fo confidently on the one, as to 
think it will commute, and fatisfie for the other. 
But alas, how groundleſ(s a Preſumption this is, 
the whole tenour of the Goſpel does abundantly 
witnels. In all that grand Charter where is there 
the leaſt clauſe importing ſuch an immunity ? I 
am ſure there are multitudes that aſſert the con- 
trary. Indeed the whole frame of the Evangeli- 
cal covenant is totally againſt it: That requiring 
an entire uniform Sanity, and allowing no 
other priviledee to the fins of the moſt knowing 
Profeilors, bur a preheminence in puniſhment, the 
being beaten with many ſ#ripes. And when 'tis 
conkider'd that the erd of all religion is but the 
drawing us to a conformity with God, the impreſ(- 
{ing on us ſomeCharaGter of his eternal goodneſs & 
| holinets, 
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holineſs, 'twill be as abſurd as impious to believe 
that ourFea/toany Religion can abſolve us from 
that purity which is the end and deſign of all. 
And while this is the way men take to approve 
their piety, 'tis no marvel to find fo mary Chri- 
ſtians, and fo /z#zle Chriſtianity in the world : 
for that is not to be eſtimated by the 2umber of its 
profeſſors, but by their obearence to its Rules, 
and he that gives up his za to it and not his 
heart, will-receive as little aavantage by ir, as he 
brings honour to it, and how little thar is in re- 
ſpect of its internal Efficacy, is I preſume compe- 
. tently evidenced. 

BUT that we may more throughly diſcern 
how uaiverlally deſtructive our wrarglings are 
toit, in all its concerns, let us a little examine 
whether they do not endamage it even in re- 
ſpect of outward profeſſion alſo. This may ſeem 
a ſtrange Query to thole who think their diÞþures 
about Religion are to denominate them the 
great confeſſors of the Age: yet certainly there 
15 but too much ground not only for the enquiry, 
bur to reſolve it in the affirmative, And if it 
prove {o, twill infer but fadly to thoſe who ha- 
ving laid the whole ſtreſs of their Hopes upon 
their zeal to advance their Faith, will be found to 
have pull'd down more than they have 6bnilt ap. 
Now Chriſtianity may in reſpect of profeſſion 
decay two ways, either in its hopes, or in its poſ- 
ſe//ion, the one in relation to 4/zens, the other to 
Diſciples, The firſt by hindring the acceſs of 
new Converts, the ſecond by ſtaggering or aliena- 

ting 
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ting the o/d, and both theſe ways ſhe viſibly ap- 
pears to ſuffer by our diviſions. And firſt if we 
conſult but our experience, if we truſt but our 
own obſervations, we cannot but confels that the 
Goſpel has long been at a great ſtand: That 
that Sx» which at its firſt ariſing was like Da- 
vid's, Pſal. 19.furrounded the world in a vigorous 
efficacious motion, 1s ſince become like Foſhua's, 
Fofb. 10. 12, arreſted in its courſe: nay like He- 
zekiah's, gone backward, Iſa. 38.8. Mahumetiſm 
( if not Paganiſm) having long taken up its ſeat 
in divers of the moſt flouriſhing Apoſtolick plan- 
tations. Aſad change, that from the daily and 
numerous acceſſion of rhe firſt times,it ſhould now 
become a kind of Prodjgie, a piece of zews, ſcarce 
| heard in an Age,that one ſingle Proſehre is gain'd 
to the Church ; yet that thus it is, 1s too obvious 
to be denied. And truly it 1s not much leſs ap- 
parent that our difſentions have 1n a great degree 
contributed to it. For firſt, as to the extirparion 
of the Eaſtern Churches, he that ſhall examine 
the records of thoſe times, will havecaule to ſay, 

their Jangling and Diviſions were not only in a 

moralor divize, but even 1n a proper natural ſence, 

the Inſtrumentsofit. The Turk only coming in 
at thoſe breaches which themſelves had made,nor 

had their Caxadletick probably been removed, had 

they not firſt abus'd its /zght, ro the ſetting them- 

ſelvesin Combuſtion. That the ſame cauſe has not 

yet had the ſame effec among us, is owing not to 

its #2aptueſi to produce it, but tothe admirable 

patience and mercy of God, who yet withholds 
YT | that 
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that fatal Judgment, which we do our parts to 
pull upon our ſelves; our mutual violences 
againſt one another herein unhappily combining 
and making one united force againſt us all. Bur 
though the divine goodzefi hath hitherto ſo coun- 
termined our #reachery to our ſelves, as not to 
ſuffer us to enjoy that ſtate of darkneſs we have 
ſo courted, yer certainly our contentions are Cx- 
tremely acceſlary tothe continuing it upon others, 
our many zew and wanadring lights, however they 
fail of having that Property of the Pilar of fire, 
Exod. 14. of illuminating and conducting the 
Iſraelites, yet too much anſwer its other, in be- 
coming cloud and darkneſs to the eAfpyptians ; 
there being ſcarce any thing more apt to inter- 
cept the beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs from 
the Heathen world, every of thole little encloſures 
our Factions have made in the Church, becoming 
a great partition-wall to keep others out of it. This 
may be made evident in ſeveral reſpeats. As firſt, 
in relation to thoſe many moral obliquities in 
which our eager diſputes do ( as hath already 
been ſhewed ) betray us, which cannor' but give 
ſo much ſcandalto any conſidering man, that we 
can ſcarce hope any can tura to us as to a better 
Religion, but will rather think it the way tore- 
linquiſh all ; to obliterate thoſe narive impreſſions 
- of Piety and Honeſty they brought with them in- 
tothe world, fo that if we expe&t any Proſehres, 
it muſt be only ſuch as would live worſe than mere 
naive allows them. 


BUT 
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BUT this though as important a conſiders- 
tion as can well be, 1 ſhall not here infift on, ha- 
ving in the ſecond Section given ſome inſtances 
how apt. our Morality is to defame our Divinity, 
and confirm men in Oppolition to it. But though 
this be a great, yet 'tis not the only means by 
which our Difſſentions hinder the.progreſs of the 
Goſpel, for they do not only make [»fidels leſs 
inclinable to receive it, but to propagate it. 
Thoſe do fo bufie and engroſs us, that there is 
neither leiſure nor heart lett for this. Our #7- 
veſt ſpirits are (a engaged at home in aſſerting 
their private. quarrels, that all ſuch foreign 4de- 
figns are forgot. For as in- Civil, fo in Eccleſiaſtt 
cal concerns, every one is more Induſtrious to 
advance his peculier intereſt than that of the com- 
munity, accordingly we find innumerable pro- 
mulgers of every new Opinion. No Se wants 
its Apoſtles to propagateand diffuſe it ; but where 
are there any that have the like care for the main 
Root of Chriſtian Religion, which they have for 


theſe lictle Tw/zs and Offſets which they have 


planted in their own Gardens ; how many ages 
muſt we look back to find a man that has made it 
his buſineſs to convert [»fidels to the Faith? 'Tis 
true indeed there are ſome very magnificent re- 
lations of modern attempts this way, of great in- 
duſtry. ſome have us'd to bring the moſt ſavage 
Nations to the obedience. of Chriſt : but if we 
examine, 'twill be obvious, the main deſign was 
to ſubje& them to themſelves. 'T was not ſo much 
their Heatheniſm as their territorzes they invaded, 

and 
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-and ſuch Apoſtles as theſe are ill qualiged to make 


S. Paul's profeſſion, 2 Cor. 12. 16. I ſeek not yours 
but yow. And the ſucceſs of ſuch Eſſays have 
been anſwerable ro the motive ; they have won 
riches but not Souls. The Goſpel in one hand and 
a ſword 1n the other has made many ſlaves, bur 
I fear few CO Indeed, what encourage- 
ment had thoſe poor creatures to receive a Re- 
ligion from their Oppreſſors? Why ſhould they 
think that thole who tortured and kill'd their 60- 
dies, were really concern'd to ſave their Souls? 
or that thoſe who would not permit them to en- 
joy what was their own, meant to help them to 
any thing better ? And while the fe/zcrrzes of ano- 
ther world were recommended to them. only by 
ſ#ch, as had deprived them of all in 2, wecannor. 
wonder at their little appetite to embrace them ; 
or to find rhe oppreſt. 1»d/ans proteſt againſ that 
heaven where the Spaniards are to be their coha- 
bitants. Inſhort, this is ſure ſuch-a method of 
Ewvangelizing, :as too. widely differs from that 
which firſt planted the Church, to be likely to 
advance its growth : fo that notwithſtanding all 
pretences of this kind, we may reſume our aſ- 
ſertion, and -conclude that our inteſtine diſcords 
( perhaps not thoſe alone ) have diverted the Zeal 
of this more Chriſtian undertaking, and left a 
great part of the world under that invincible Ig- 
norance S. Paz! mentions, Rom. 10. 14, How 


ſball they cail on him, in whom they have not belie- 


tc I Ian ren. 


ved, and how ſhall they believe in him,of whom they 
kave nat heard ; and hov ſhall they hear without a 
preacher ? 
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preacher? and God knows whether we have not- 


herein providcd better for their Excuſe than our 

own. | 
THERE is yet another way by which our 
diviſions impede their converſion, and that is by 
giving them prejudice to that Dodrine about 
which our ſelves cannot agree. 'Tis an univerſal 
Maxim that truth zs always conſonant to it ſelf; and 
therefore where they ſee ſo little unity they 
have too much zempration to doubt of Truth. 
He that wandring ſhould meet a Company that 
offer to conduct him to his journeys end, might 
reaſonably incline to deliver himſelf up to their 
guidance bur if he find them unagreed upon the 
way, one Diſputing forthis, and another tor that, 
and every one proteſting againſt all but his own ; 
' he would fure retrat his confidence, and think 
they offer'd him 'only more variety of miſtakes, 
reſolve it as ſafe to truſt himſelf to his own Errors 
as other mens, And this alas, ſeems to be too 
exact a parallel of the preſent caſe ; we Chriſti- 
ans do ſo mutually damn one another, that a 
poor Twrk or Heathen will think, he rather multi- 
plies than ends his Danger by aſſociating him- 
ſelf with us; for there being ſo many parties, 
which ſoever he joyns himſelf to, there will be 
abundant odds againſt him ; ſo that if he could be 
ſecur'd the truth were among us, yet the great 
difficulty of finding it out, would be a very dil- 
heartening conſideration. Beſides, men love in 
tranſattions of great Importance to have as many 
and as credible Vouchers as may be, and _ 
tat 
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that (core 'twill ſure be bur a cold inducement to 
any to turn Chriſtian, to foreſee, that when he has 
done ſo, he ſhall be diſows'd by far the greater 
part of that number, and that at his entrance into 
the Charch, he ſhall be mer with almoſt as ma- 
ny Anathema's, as when he was an l»fide/, Nay, 
I ſcarce know whether I may call it an entrance 
into the Church, or rather into a Conwenticle, or 


' particular Congregation, our Schilms and Separa- 


tions having hardly left a poſſibility of exrernal 
communion with the «niverſal Church, fince the 
Communicating with one part of it, does infal- 
libly Excommunicate from another. Thus have 
we placed our flaming Sword (though God 
knows no Cherubim ) at the gate of our Paradile, 
and when God callsall men co the waters »f /ife, 
our Contentions have made them like rhof- of 
Marah, (o bitter and unpleaſant, as deters and 
averts men from them: Which as it is in the 
higheſt degree injurious to them, fo 1s 1t contu- 
melious to h/m, whole invitations are by this 
means fruſtrated ; 'tis in fome degree the evacu- 
ating one of the main p#rpoſes of Chriſts coming 
into the World, which was to call men out of 
aarkneſiinto his marvellow light, and as He was 
thus ſent by his Father, ſo alſo were the /poſtles 
folemaly commiffionated by him to preach to 
the Gentile world, who with indefatigable in- 
duſtry and reſolute ſufferings purſued the 
charge ; and ſure this is competent evidence, that 
the deſign was of the greatcit and moſt weighty 
importance, andiſuch as can neyer be — 
þ.4 til 
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till there ceaſe to be objects of it, unbelievers to 
convert: And by that let us meaſure the guilt of 
obſtructing it, which if we would impartially do, 
I aſſure my ſelf the moſt paſſionate Bigor of any 
Party muſt confeſs, that it infinitely out-weighs 
all the Piety his doctrine can pretend to, that his 
peculiar Church gains not ſo muchas the Catholick 
loſes : And that how confidently ſoever he hath 
'Canoniz'd his quarrels, they are indeed but the 
worſt ſort of Heathens, and ſerve to keep out the 
better. Yet beſides the miſchief they do in rela- 
tion to thoſe that are without, they are extremely 
pernicious to thoſe that are within, and that not 
only to ſome oxe Sed, but like an #niverſal poy- 
ſon, that is equally deadly to the moſt contrary 
complexions, they operate on the moſt diſtant 
ranks of Profeſſors, the tender and the obdurate, 
the ſcrupulous and the profaxe. And firſt for the 
tender tremulous Chriſtian, 'tis eaſie to diſcern 
how much he muſt be diſtracted and amaz'd by 
them; for while he hears each Se&t thunder 
out Damnation againſt each other, he cannot but 
be ſtartled at the danger of adhering to the wrovg, 
and though that may a-while excite his diligence 
to diſcover the rizht, yet when he comes to that 
Inquiſition, he will meet with ſo many Polemick 
zntricacies to entangle him, that after many 
turns, firſt to one (ide, and then to another, he 
will be apt to think the only c/ae to extricate him 
out of this /a&3rinth of many Religions, is to aban- 
don all, Nor 1s this mere ſpecnlation and Conje- 
flare, God knows we have had ſucceſfively 
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through the whole round of Error too many pra- 
tick experiments of it. Several perſons there 
have been, whoſe Zeal to find out 2rarh by an 
unhappy rule of Falſe, directed them to allow of 
every Error : While like fick mer, whodelire to 
die good-cheap, they put-themſelves into the 
hands of any Empirick, follow each bold preten- 
der, that has the impudence to talk of Truth, till 
Superſtition ends in Profanation, Goalineſiproves 
Atheiſm, and by having been of many Sets, at laſt 
have no Religion, And ſurely this is a moſt un- 
happy effec of our diſcords, thus to be tumblizg- 
blocks in our brothers way, and when we re- 
member the woes pronounc'd againſt thoſe that 
ſhall Scandalize any of the little ones, 'twill be 
ftrange how men can think to approve their Chrz- 
ſtianity, by the ruine of their Brothers, or ſecure 
thembied of Heaven by keeping others thence : 
For though Chriſt tells his Diſciples there ſhould 
be fome that ſhould think it a ſervice to God zo kill 
their Bodies, yer tophancy the aeſtroying of ſouls 
ſo too, is a Deception of which we have neither 
record nor predidtion in Holy Writ, and is 8 ſu- 
perſetation of the ſpirit of deluſion,. peculiar to 
thoſe who have placed their own ſanity. in thele 
religious wranglings, which ſerve todeſtroyit in 
other men. Andas they thus ſerve on the one 
ſide to ſhipwrack the faith of theſe weak unſtable 
Souls ; ſodo they on the other advance the impie- 
ty of the daring ſinner ; for as they are Tempta- 
tion to the oxe, ſo are they- Pretence and Excuſes 
to the other to bid defiance to all Religion. He 
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whoſe diffolute afe#ions have fo long been cour- 
ting his #zderſtanding to turn Atheiſt, will ſure 
not loſe the advantage of fo plaulible an argu- 
ment as our diviſions afford him; and ſince his 
laſts engage him in an irreconcileable War againſt 
the prattick part of Piety, he will moſt gladly em- 
brace this occaſion of quarrel againſt the Theory 
alſo : So making himſelf entire, and extinguiſh- 
og thoſe uneaſie regrets and miſgivings ariſing 
from the repugnancy of his /zfe to his belief. Ir 
were not hard to give a compendium of theſe mens 
Logick, and draw out thoſe Schemes of Diſcourſe, 
by which from our diferexces in Religion they 
infer the diſcarding of all. But I fear theſe are 
already too well known, and where they are not, 
T ſhould be loth to be any mans Inſtructor. This 
is I am ſure too palpable, that how falacious ſoe- 
ver theſe Reaſonings are, they have been very 
operative, as appears by the number of thole 
avowed Atheiſts among us, who placing them- 
ſelves in the ſeat of the ſcorner, giye themſelves 
much pleaſing Diyertiſement by deriding our ea- 
ger ſcfJes about that which they think nothing. 
Ifany man thinks that the Church is no loſer by 
thedefeRtion of ſuch Libertizes,I muſt be allowed 
to diſſent from him: , For firſt, there are examples 
of the moſt vicious Perſons, that have been redu- 
ced, -and while they retain their Chriſtian be/zef, 
that lays ſuch undeniable obligations to good /ife, 
that whenever they reſume their r7caſox, they 
muſt take up vertze alſo withit ; ſo that there is 
an<qualpoſhbility of their being good, that there 
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is of their being r4t/0na/: But when all hope and 
fear of a future eſtate 1s diſclaim'd, when thoſe 
cords are broken which ſhould pull them up from 
the Dungeon, then, and not before is their ſtate 
vilibly deſperate. But beſides this poſſibility of 
recovering them, the danger of /oſing others 15 to be 
conſidered. Bold 4rheiſm is like a raging Peſti- 
lence, which taints the very 4tr, fo thar thoſe im- 
pious diſcourſings which are the effefFs of ſome 
mens Vices, may be the cauſe of othersz and we 
too often [ee that thoſe who aſcended themſelves 
by degrees, do in an inſtant advance their Proſelytes 
to the height of Irreligion, as appears by the 
ſtrange proficiency of ſome, whole Years allow 
them not to have arrived to it otherwiſe than per 
Saltum. And ſure this ſpreading Contagion has 
been {odeſtructive to the Church, that it were 
to be wiſht, the mere titular Chriſtians had ra- 
ther remain'd ſuch, than thus to have averted 
others from being fo much. 

AND now ifall theſe ſcandals be worth our 
regret, ifthe emboldening and exaſperating the 
bad, the corrupting the innocent, and the decay 
of Chriſtian profeſjon conſequent to both, be for- 
midable Evils,we know where to charge the guz/7. 
Our contentions muſt be arraign'd as acceſſaries 
if not principals inthe caſe: And then ſure it will 
befit our angry Zealots to conſider, whether this 
be the way of advancing Gods trath, or what ac- 
count they will give to the Lord of the Vineyard, wha 
while they pretend to dreſs and prune the 747 
ches, do thus debilitate and deſtroy the 7075. 
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Nay, indeed 1n this they are treacherous even to 
their own pretenſions, for all thoſe ſeveral reli- 
gions which they ſo tenderly cheriſh, have no 
proper root of their own, but like Excreſcencies, 
ſpring out of the ain ftock of Chriſtianity, live 
by its juice and moiſture, and conſequently, can 
never hope to ſurvive it. And thea certainly 
there can be nothing more ridiculous, than to 
expreſs their kindnels to the one, by ways that 
are ſo ruinous to the other. *Tis as it a Paſſenger 
10 a ſhip ſhould, to fortific his private Cabin, tear 
up the planks and expoſe the whole Veſſel to fink- 
ing: Yet thus prepoſteroully do many of our 
chief Pilots apply their care. In the meantime, 
it cannot bur be a very delightful proſpect to the 
grand Enemy of Souls, to ſee us thus buſily pro- 
mote his intereſt, lay ſnares for our ſelves, and by 
our own folly do that which all his ſ#briltirs could 
never compaſs. Nor can we think but he will be 
as officiow to us as 15 poſſible, while we are thus 
employed, will help us to contrive our Twrrets, 
whillt he ſees we pluck out forces from the four- 
dation to build them with ; nor ſhall we ever want 
new models of Churches, ſo long as they thus help 
to deſtroy the o/4 ; and how aptly they are fitted 
for that Purpoſe, needs (1 ſuppoſe ) no farther 
Demonſtration. | 
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CHAP. XII. 
A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſputes, in 


reference to Civil Peace. 


ND now ſure we cannot but conclude 
our Contentions highly injurious to Chre- 
ftiazity, that thus aſſault it both in the 

#rattick and Theory : Andindeed how tierce ſoe- 

ver our quarrels are with one another, the heavi- 

eſt blows are ſure to fall on that, which as in'its 
conſtitution is of the moſt Pacitick temper imagi- 
nable, ſoit has the common fate of reconcilers to 
ſuffer from all parties. But Godlineff having the 
promiſe as well of this life as of that which is to come, 
it often happens that there is ſuch a conſent be- 
tween our ſþirztual and ſeculzr Concerns, that the 

Miſchiefs that oppreſs the oe do refle& on the 

other : And indeed Religion when intire and unt- 
ted, is one of the beſt bonds of Civil as well as 

_ Peace, { as even thoſe atteſt, who de- 

fying all other ends of it, do yet admit ita uſeful 

State-engine;) from whence 'tis conſequent, 

that the diſtrat#1ons and diviſions in that muſt have 

proportionably a contrary influence, and infe& 
communities with Diſcord, Tumult and Diſor- 
ders. And this1s anefe& with which 1 think not 

unfit to bring up the rear of the foregoing Mil- 


chiefs, it being not ſo purely Secular, as not to 
| X 4 ſut: 
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ſuit our preſent fubjet; for outward order and 
unity can never be {o innocently d.\turb'd, but 
that Chriſtianity muſt be wounded in it allo: And 
bel:des, it may perhaps obtain more conſideration 
than the former, 2s being of a nature wherein the 
oenerality of men will chink themſelves rhe molt 
concern'd ; for though there be many that can 
Jook on the ruine both of Chriſtian practice and 
profeflion, with Gallio's indifference, Jes 18. 
17. and care for none of thole things, yet when 
the liege draws cloſer, when they nd themlclves 
begirt in their worldly intereſts, and that the 
{ame Deluge that overwhelms Churches, may bear 
down Palaces allo, perhaps they may think the 
matter not'ſo contemptible. And tirſt, as tothe 
truth ofthe obſervation, the IV or/da has too long 
groaned under the I:xperimert to need farther 
proof, *.That birternefs which frit tainted the 
waters of the Sanctuary, hath irom thence diffus'd 
it ſelf into our common ſtreams, 'and like the 
efoyptian Plague, Jett none uncorrupted : For 
whether we look upon Families, Neighbour- 
hoods, Kingdoms, any the /ca/?, or any the grear- 
e/t Societies. we fiod the milerable Irophces of 
our holy Fars, in Factions end Confuſions ; I 
would I could nor {ay Rapine and Bloud allo. For 
gle fzff of thele, the domeſtick Jars caus'd by dit- 
terenr Opinions, the [i 47ces Are num: rous, or 
rather 19numerablc, winch our ew- age and nation 
afford us. How many Servants have on this 
{care been at defiunce with their Maſters ? Chil- 
dren with their Parents ? Nay, Wives with their 
Husbands ? 
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Husbands? Such an unhappy force is there in 
miſtaken Zeal, that it diflolves the cloſeſt boxds, 
violates all ob/zgations natural or civil, while un- 
der pretence of ({ervice to God, like the Phariſee's 
Corban, it evacuates all duty to man ; and this 
has made ſuch ruptures and diviſions in Families, 
that that delighttul proſpe&t the Pſa/miſt ſomuch 
commends, that of Brethrens dwelling topether in 
unity, Pſalm 133. is ſcarce any where to be met 
with ; but inſtead of that, ſuch rancour and bit- 
terneſs, treachery and malice, as if men either 
miſtook Chriſts predifFion, Luke 12. 52. for a pre- 
cept, or atleaſt were willing to advance his £ro- 
phetick Office upon the ruine of his Kizgly, and 
to verifie his preſage by breaking his command. 
And as the Oeconomical order and peace is thus 
diſturb'd, fo if he that miſſes quiet «t home ſhould . 
ſeek for it abroad, he will ſoon find himſelf diſap- 
pointed, and diſcern that as the ſocieties grow 
greater, ſodo the diſorders allo, and that private 
{trifes doas much combine to make parrzes and 
fattions, as families do to make Cities and Corpo- 
rations, By this means that mutual communica- 
tion, by which the Members of civil bodies ſhould 
not only benefit one another, but ſecure the 
whole, is interrupted, and men live not as neigh- 
bours, but ſpies, always upon deſigns of Entrap- 
ping and Enſnaring ; for while they look on one 
another as enemies to Goa, they think that re- 
ſcinds all obligations of friendſhip among them- 
ſelves, and when Religion bears the Standard, 
the! ar will be concluded neceſſary and _— 

able. 
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able. But though it be ſo in imagination only, "tis 
ſure there are ſome, who make it zeally profitable ; 
for as in moſt Camps, the greater Number are at- 
tracted rather by hope of 4ooty than concern for 
the cauſe ; ſo here, many men /i# themſelves un- 


der one Party, that they may have pretence to 


prey upon the reſt. And to that End leveral very 
commodious 4xi9s have been taken up. As 
that No faith u to be kept with Hereticks ; that Do- 
minion is founded ia Grace, &c. by ſuch meaſures 
as theſe the goods of rhe efgyprians become law- 
tul prizes to any, that pleale to call themſelves 
Iſraclites; and indeed Fews they may be call'd in 
that notion we vulgarly uſe it of «juſt and cruel 
extortioner : But ſure not ſuch Iſrac/ires as Chriſt 
defines Nathanacl, Joh, 1. 47. without gnile : For 
having thus conſecrated their frauds, and found 
an expedient of ſerving God and Mammoz toge- 
ther, there is no piece of aeceit either too big, or 
to0 little for them ; no tranſa&ion 1s lo important, 
which can oblige their fidelity ; none fo trivial as 
to diſcourage the.r rapine : Opportunity is the 
only meaſure and rule of their attempts, by this 
means no Oblizatios of Contract, no Laws of 
Commerce caneſcape unviolated 3 every thing is 
lawful that may weaken the wicked, andthat 
zeal which makes men S4azzts 1n the Church or 
Conventicle, can make them Thz#eves in the Shop 
or Market. Thus is Piety made an Engine of ra- 
pine, and by theſe religious riots, all boundaries 
wherewith Laws or Equity have fenc'd mens di- 


ſtin& properties, are thrown down: And ſure 
| this 
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this is a moſt carnal conſequent of our ſpiritual 
debates, and bids fair towards the reducing us to 
that ſtate of common Hoſtility, which ſome have 
phancied to be the Or:2inal condition of mankind : 
For it renders commerce {o dangerous, that men 
may withina while think ir (ater ro truſt their 
own ſtrengths, than tothe ſhelter of thoſe Laws 
and Civil compatts, which they fee fo avowedly 
evacuated. And upon this account, though the 
Injury be immediately done to private perſons, it 
becomes a pablick miſchief : yet alas, theſe are 
but the more moderate effeZts of our Diffentions ; 
they afford more expedite and compendious ways 
of publick ruine 5 the defrauding or undermining 
of a few Neighbours, are petty prizes for thoſe 
that think they have the ſole right to the Crea- 
ture, and are thoſe «Meet who are to inherit the 
Earth, and every ſuch acqueſt only ſerves to 
fleſh them for a farther chale. The ſpoils of a 
broken Kingdom will afford ſomething worth 
the ſcrambling for: And nothing more fit to break 
it than a pretence of Religion, which like the 
fone that imote Nebuchadnezzar's Image, has ſhi- 
vered the moſt goodly Monarchies. And accor- 
dingly, we ſeeno Exzine is more conſtantly usd 
by men of Seditious ſpirits, to diſturb and ſub- 
vert Governments : Indeed there can be nothing 
ſo advantageouſly fitted for the purpoſe. For 
ſhould ſuch perſons unmask their deſign, and ſhew 
It in its ative wplineff, ſhould they avow the ſha- 
king of a Kingdom merely to eſtabliſh themſelves 
in a condition of weait, and graxaenr, the new 

moulding 
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moulding of a Government only that they might 
ſhape their own ſhares 1n it, 'twere impoſſible 
they ſhould find any abertors; for though the 
multitude are always in preparation for change, 
yer 'tis not on Intuition of benetit to ſome privare 
perſons, bur of ſomewhat wherein themſeives may 
partake: Noris even the madneſs of the people 
mad enough, to expole all their ow# zntereſt, and 
moſt important concerns only to promote thoſe of 
others. It has therefore al ways been both the rule 
and practice for ſuch deligners to ſuborn the pub- 
lick intereſt to countenance and cover their pr#- 
wate; tocry up Diana to (ecure their own gazz, 
and to make the ſeduced Populacy like the Fackcal 
to the Lzz, hunt that prey which themſelves 
mean to devour. And of all thoſe artiticers by 
which ſuch Iacendzaries have ſet Kingdoms in a 
flame, none has been more univerſally ſucceſsful 
than the prerext of Religion, which 1s thought lo 
creditable a cauſe to engage 1n, as can convert the 
znfamons titles of Rebel and Traitor into thoſe of 
Patriot and Saint, and conſequently, take off all 
diſcouragement ariſing from the difreputation of 
ſuch an enterprize: And no leſs potent is it in 
ſolving the ſcruples of its unlawtulnels ; for by a 
dexterous anticipation, it makes Conſcience a 

party, that it may exclude it from being juage, 

and by that only fallacy of ſuppoling Rel:gion to be 

4 juſt ground of quarrel, make way for all the wild 

conſequences deducible from that falſe prizxciple : 

And indeed where that is throughly faſtned, the 

miſchiefs axe not only great but 1ncarable, and A 
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the more {o by how much the perſon is more zea- 
lous. For alas, what will it avail toteil ſuch .. man, 
tis a fin to fight againſt his King: when he v ... cell 
you 'tis a greater not to fizht for his God : That he 
contracts a heinous guilt in violating the peace of 
the Church, when he with as great coniidence 
believes, he mer/rs 1n propagating its #74th., That 
he is accountable for the 4/044 of his Brethren ; 
when he thinks he has like the Lewes, Exod, 32. 
conſecrated himſelf init, and offer'd it an accep- 
table ſacrifice toGod. Thus unhappily are thee 
men fortified in their f-, by preſuming it their 
Vertue, and while the furious Fealof ſuch is made 
ſubſervient tothe wicked craf? of others, 'tis a moſt 
apt inſtrument of publick Milchicf, there being no 
attempr ſo deſperate, which ſuch may not be pur 
upon, who are methinks us'd,as Hannibal is ſaid to 
have done thoſe Oxen, whoſe horns he firſt fired, 
and then ſent them to diſturb the Rowan camp: 
Theſe men as thoſe beaſts are found very uſeful for 
the moleſting of others; but: commonly all they 
acquire to themſelves, is the ſmart of their own 
flames. Few of thoſe who thus-in the ſimplicity of 
their heart follow an 4bſatozm or a Sheba, that do 
not either miſcarry together with the aefizz, or 
elle live to diſcern how muck their creds/ty was 
abuſed ; and that both 7e/7gion( however preten- 
ded) and thoſe that fought for it, were only made 
properties-to promote the /#ſts of thoſe who delpi- 
ſed both. But 'cis unneceſlary to infiſt farther on 
the effes of ſuch religious Fury, of which we of 
this Nation have had io many and fo coſtly eviden- 
ces, 
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ces, asfar tranſcend the moſt rragical deſcriptions. 
God grant we may never have other than our paſt 
experiences to meaſure them by: But certainly 
there is little reaſon to be ſecure, ſo long as the 
root of thern; our ſpeculative aifferences daily en- 
creaſe; for unleſs we could ſuppoſe an Age of ſuch 
innocence, that there ſhould be none who would 
take any undue Advantages, 'tis ſure there will be 
enough givez : And indecd when werefle& upon 
our paſt Diſtractions, and conſider how trivial 
the matter of moſt of thoſe debates was, whoſe 
manner has been fo cruelly folemn ; how our 
ſleighteſt problems have been writ in loud, that 
many Thouſands have been made naked to keep 
the Surplice off a few mens backs, and we have 
pulled down our Churches in diſpleaſure at the 
wirzdows ; when I ſay theſe and a Thouſand the 
like are conſidered, we muſt conclude that there 
| can never wart Occaſion ro them thar ( in the 4po- 
F ftles Phraſe ) deſire Occaſion : The /ighteſt diſtem- 
[| pers inthe Church being contagrions, and moſt apt 
ij ( when fomented by ambitious deſigners ) to be- 
oet an univerſal Plague in the Common-wealth. 
And now who can without horror conſider thele 
miſerably perverted efe#s of Chriſtian Religion, 
that that which was deſign'd the moſt inwzvlab/e 
bond of unity, ſhould like thoſe curles of entangled 
Snakes with which Eriz»ys is faid to have inturt- 
ated 4themas and Ino, become the fatal incendiary 
of the mortalleſt hatred. That that Qeconomy which 
was meant to regulate, ſhould be the Inſtrument 
of confounding and embroiling the World ; and 
a 
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a Goſpel of Peaceſhould thus be made the Incen- 
tive to war, and create hercer quarrels than 
thoſe it was to have composd. To turn the 
Grace of God into wantonneſs, is juſtly branded as 
a great Crime, but ſure to turn it 7»to malice 15 
yet a greater, And though every lin offers violence 
to our religion, yet 7/45 1s of all others the moſt 
barbarow:, thus to make it Aﬀaſſinate it ſelf, be- 
come a kind of Felo de ſe, and contribute to its 
own ruine. And that this 1s the caſe, is I pre- 
ſume ſufficiently evident in all the foregoing 17- 
flances, which as they are moſt obviouſly the ef- 
fe of our cager Diſputes, ſo are they no leſs 
viſibly deſ{ruttive to Chriſtianity 1n all its 1n- 
tereſts, leave it neither root nor branch, neither 
inward Vigor, nor outward Luſtre ; foat once ren- 
dring it both infertile and unamiable. "Twas a 
piece of hoſtile Severity againſt «Moab, to fill the 
land with ſtones,thereby to render it barren, 2 King. 
3-25. Theſlingers went about, and ſmote ir : 
but what that ſuffered from profeſ Enemies, the 
Church daily ſuſtains from thoſe that call them- 
ſelves her beſt friends. Our Benjamites are ſo in 
love with their skill of flinging to a hairs breadth, 
their nice Criticiſms, DiſtinRtions, and Subril- 
ties, have caſt abroad (o many ſtones of contention, 
that the Church is become perfe& quarry, utter- 
ly feril and unfruitful, astoall thole good works 
for the production whereof ſhe was 1o peculiar- 
ly fenced and cultivated by God ; nay, 'twere 
wellif barrenneſS were the worſt, and that ſhe 
had not-on the other fide acquird an unhappy 
degenerous 
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degenerous fertility : But what a numerous and: 
accurſed Iſſue ſpring from this unpeaceable tem- 
per, the foregoing conliderations -do too (adly 
demonſtrate; and I doubt not every attentive 
Obſerver will be able to add wore (though not 
truer ) Inſtances; and belides to diſcern that this 

urious brood like that of Hagar is grown fo 
wantonly inſolent as to deſpiſe the 77h? herr of 
the Promiſe. The true Goſpel-Graces of Meck- 
neſs, Peaceableneſs and univerſal Charity are ac- 
counted Earthly Phlegmatick qualities,we diſclaim 
that Holy Ghoſt which deſcends in the appearance 
of the Dove, nay, or in fire either, unleſs it be 
like that of E/jah, to conſume all that diſguſt us ; 
nor do we meaſure our Religion fo much, by the: 
oppolition it makes to our /uſts, as to thole 
whom we firſt make, and then call our enemzes. 
Thus miſerably have we chang'd the Scene, and 
by celling evil good, and good evil, have accumula- 
ted injuries: upon-our oppreſſed Chriſtianity, not 
only robb'd it of its 74/e, but of its reputation allo. 
And do we daily thus ſee I/þmae! mocking Iſaac, 
and ſhall we not think it time to caſt out the 
Bond-woman and her Son ? Shall we for ever che- 
riſh this generation of Vipers to tear out the 
bowels of our common Mother ? I pray God the 
Queſtion have not as much of preſage as. expoſiu- 
lation. For if we conſider the preſent ſtate of 
things, how our contentions plead not only right 
bur preſcription, there ſeems not much hope of 
diſpoſſeſſing them, and yet leſs, whea *tis re- 


membred, how they have cntwiſted themſelves, 
not 
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not only with the paſſions, but intereſts of men ; 
two ſuch potent Aberzors as will buoy up the moſt 
forlorn cauſe. The truth is, there are many ſub- 
terraneons ſprings which feed thu Ocean, and 
though religion and piety be on all hands de- 
murely pretended, yet as we have ſeen the effei#s 
of our debates very 4iſconſonant to ſuch a Pro- 
feſhon; {ſo if we examine the originals and 
canſes, we ſhall tind them for the molt part as 
widely diſtant. It may nor be ami!ls oo take a 
ſhort view of ſome of them ; for rhough I cannot 
hope the diſcovery of the Caules will contribute 
to the general cure, yet perhaps it may prove An+ 
zidote to (ome particular perſons, who will be the 
leſs apt to admire the verdure of the /eaves ( the 
flouriſhing appearatices of zea/ and piety ) when 
they tiad both fruis and root of fo poiſonous a 


quality. 
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A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; and firſt, 
Pride. 


ND in this inqueſt we find Pride al- 
ready arraigned to our hands, by the 
wiſeſt of Men, Prov.13.10. Only by pride 

cometh contention, It is indeed a moſt prolitick 
vice, and there are few ſizs to which it is not ei- 
ther a parexs or 7s7/e: but there is ſcarce any 
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which does more betray its immediate deſcent 
from it than this of frife and debate, which has fo 
many of the /inzcaments and features of the de- 
form'd Mother, as ſufficiently atteſt its extra- 
tion. And as this 1s true of al ſtrifes in gene- 
ral, ſo particularly of thoſe whereof we now 
treat: for Pride being it ſelf an internal fin, 
it has ſuch a neighbourhood with all the notions 
and ſpeculations of the mind, that it eafily makes 
impreſſionson them: Nor are we to wonder that 
the Sacrednels of divine things is not 4mwlct 
enough againſt its Charms, when we remember 
that the fir # ad? of Pride that ever was commit- 
ted, was levelledevyen at God himſelf; and as it 
took up its firſt ſeat in a ſpiritual ſubſtance, 
has it ever ſince, never acted more naturally, and 
therefore more vigorouſly, than about ſpiritual 
matters. Of this the Church in all ages has had 
many coſtly Experiments; for if we trace the 
Catalogues of Hereſies from Simon eMagus his 
days cown to our own, we ſhall find Pride a 
principal Aﬀor 1n every Scene, though perhaps in 
various dreſſes, For though Pride be always in the 
general an affecation of ſome tranſcendency, 
yet it differs as to the particular obje&, accord- 
ing to the ſeveral eſtimates men make of excel-_ 
lencies. So that the propugners of new Opini- 
ons, though they have this common aim, that they 
ſeek their ows exaltation, yet do not always do it 
in the ſame inſtances. For example, ſome have 
coveted the repute of profound Inquifitors, and this 
Vanity has prompted them to dive fo deep _ 
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the bowels of every the plaineſt dottrine, till at 
laſt they have twiſted and entangled them into 
the moſt perplexing difficulties, Theſe Naviga- 
tors think they bave never fail'd ſucceſsfully, till 
they have found out a Terra Incognita, though 
God knows they bring nothing from thence tor 
the benefit of the habitable world ; nor make it 
their buſineſs to 7eſo/ve Doubts, but fart them. 
Another ſort of men there are of (© faſltidious and 
petulant wits, that they diſdain an opinion of 
which themſelves are not the Authors ; they love 
not to have their underſtandings preſcrib'd to, by 
the preconceptions of others, how divinely ſoever 
inſpir'd, and will rather have a Religion of their 
own making than of his whom rhey pretend to 
worſhip. And this, 'tis to be doubted, 1s the bot- 
tom of the great vexeration ſome have paid to 
Reaſon, which they have ſet up in the Throxe, not 
only in defiance of blind implicit aſſent, but even 
of divine revelation. But in the mean time 'tis 
to be obſerv'd that 'tis not reaſon 7» general, the 
common excellency of our nature that is thus 
advancd, but every mans own private and 7inadi- 
viaual; which upon a juſt (canning will often be 
found the moſt diſtant thing from what it is 
call'd : Paſfion and Phancy, by that omanipotent 
advantage of being a mans own, often paſſing for 
deep diſcourſe and ratiocination : and what a fruit- 
ful harveſt of Tares ſuch ſeed is apt to produce, 
our reaſoy would inform us if our experience did 
not. To theſe we may add another rank of men; 
who vehemently thirſting after a #«me in the 
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world, hope to acquire that by being the 4iſſem:- 
nators of novel dottrines ; they think while they 
go 0n inthe beaten track, they ſhall be obſcur'd 
in the Throzg ; theonly way to make themſelves 
conſpicuous 15 to be ſingular: Thus fondly chu- 
ling to be eminent, though by the infamous Cha- 
racers of Heretick or Schiſmatick, and ( like him 
that fired Diana's Temple to ſecure himſelf from 
oblivion ) build themſelves Monuments of the 
Churches ruine : and ſure this Theudas his ambi- 
tion of being ſome body, has helpt to raiſe more 
opinions than he did zen. Yet commonly it an- 
(wers it even 1n that circumſtance alſo; for when 
by ſeparating themſelves from the wnity of the 
faith, they have rendred themſelves remarkable, 
their next aim is to have others joy to them ; and 
ſo they may have the honour of being /caders, 
carenot though it be into the ditch. To be call'd 
of men Rabbi, Rabbi, is enchanting Mulick to 
any Phariſee, and ſerves like the Timbrels in To- 
phet to drown the cries not of their Children, but 
Mothers (corching in the flames of their conten- 
tion. Indeed ſoimpetuous and uncontroulable is 
this kind of vanzty, that like a mighty torrent, it 
bears down all betore it,overwhelms not only the 
oppolite .57t#es, but even all vices that are not 
of its own confederacy. Men can in this caſe 
lay ſevere reſtraints upon their moſt zntimare 
ſenſaalities, when they ſulpet them zreacherom 
to this grand Deſign. The Wolf ſhall be muz- 
led and made to behave himſelf with the meek- 
nels beleeming the Sheeps cloathing. The $ _—_ 
1a 


— 


— 
Co MM AC TE IE IS rr eres 


Firf, Pride, 329 


{hall be waſht and by an unnatural violence with- 
held from the mire : All their rapacious and be- 
ſtial appetites controul'd and made tame, that 
they worry not their rep»tation. And all this for 
a little naked popularity, for whoſe dear purchale, 
very many have thought fit to diveſt themſelves, 
both of lawful and unlawful exjoyments ; and have 
thought the tumultuous applanſe of a few lacti- 
ous ſpirits worth all that ſe/f-denial. But all 
Pride is not fo perfeatly Camelion as to (ubliſt 
upon this mere air, there is another kind of it that 
propoſes to it ſelf ſomething bzyond this: ſuch 
15 the affeQation of rule and dominion, which 
though in reſpe& of any real good to the ruler, 
isas very a Chimera as the former ; yet common- 
ly they that are under ſuch a FuriſaitF/on, find to 
their coſt 'tis more than Imaginative. And God 
knows this aſpiring humour has been no leſs fa- 
tally active in Eeclefiaſtick than in Civil affairs ; 
nor has the Churchever been in more danger of 
Anarchy than by thoſe who moſt impatiently co- 
veted a ſhare inits Government ; for where this 
ſpiritof Ambition 1s the Impellent, it does like 
the Demoniack in the Goſpel, burſt alunder all 
fetters and chains, violates the unity both of do- 
drine and diſcipline, nor js any attempt too 
bold for men thus animated : They who long 
to be in authority think the 4-07 opens not quick 
enough for their entry, and impatient of {o te- 
dious an expectation, chuſe rather to make 
breaches in the walls (nay ſometimes to under- 
mine the foundation) than to want an acceſs ro 
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their Deſires. Neither 1s there any thing ſo ſa- 
cred, which upon this occaſion they cannot pro- 
ſtitute ; when Diorrephes, 3 Foh.g. ſeeks prehemi- 
nence, the Dittates even of an Apoſtle ſhall be re- | 
jected ; and even the Divinity of Ghrzff, God bleſſed 
for ever, be trampled on, when 4rius wants a 
footſtool to climb up tg his affected greatneſs. In 
a word, if we Examine the occurrencies of all | 
ages, we ſhall find that either the Eagerneſs of ac- 
guiring, or the Revenge of mi//ing aignittes, have 
been the great ?»ſtigators of Eccleliaſtick Feuds ; 
and ſure our eModern ſtories, are not likely ro 
fall ſhort of the Ancienr, in examples of this 
kind, And as Pride makes ſome thus paſlio- 
nately deſirous of rule, ſoit makes others as impa- 
tient of being ruled, and even thoſe who can- 
not hope to arrive to give Laws, will not endure 
to be #1der thole already eſtabliſhed. That 7his 
is indeed the Chriſtian /:berty for which many in 
our days have ſo unchriſtianly contended, 1s too 
apparent, the fundamental quarrel has been againſt 
ſubjettion : Yet to countenance and aber that, 
whole armies of frivolous cavils have been rais'd, 
and the Church attacqued in every its remoteſt 
concern ; and though there be nothing farther 
from that unity of mind, to which the ſimile was 
firſt affixt, yet in a perverſe ſence it imitates the 
Ointment of Jaron in deſcending from the head to 
the skirts of the cloathing : not only the ſupreme 
and more eminent parts, but the moſt fight ex- 
zrinfick and inferior relatives to Religion being 
2{perſt and depraved ; and the moſt innocent Cir- 
: cumſtances 
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minal, when applied to Divine things. A 
ſtrange eneffective power, which theſe men have 
conveyed into Gods ſervice, that it muſt thus pol- 
lute every thing that approaches it. That the 
place where his Honour dwells, muſt become a 
Peſthouſe, and diffuſe contagion to all in it: (1 
wiſh by the way their Sacr:/edge had not been 
too valiant in deſpiſing the Danger of thoſe x- 
fefted utenſils, which may perhaps ſadly veritie 
the reproach, and prove treacherow prizes. ) And 
when mens zea! operates thus unkindly, when 
the pretence of ternal ſanttity devours all out- 
ward decency, and God is to be honoured and exalt- 
ed by thoſe ways, whereby ez would think 
themſelves affronted, and vilified,; we have too 
great realonto think ſuch a zeal as little according 
to godlinefSas knowledge, and that it is not ſo much 
the rendernefſof their Conſciences, no nor gene- 
rally the weaknefſof their Brains, but the [ro# 
mew in their Necks, which makes themat once lo 
ſcrupulous, and fo clamorous ; for though the 
former might beſuppos'd owing to Error, the /a- 
ter can ſurely proceed from nothing but Pride. 
Several other inſtances might be given to ſhew 
how that pernicious temper has contributed to 
the riſe and firſt being of our diviſions; and ha- 
ving thus given them birth, it does not like the 
Qſtrich abandon its brood, but has as great an in- 
fluence in the cheriſhing and maintaining, as it had 
in creating them. Of this there need no other 
proof than the mere natrre of Pride, which as it 
EM averts 
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averts nothing more than ſe/f-condemnation ; io 
| upon. pain of that appearance, 'tis irreverſibly 
| cngag'd in the purſuit of us firſt undertakings, 
any defiſti»g being interpretatively a confeſſion ei- 
ll 0 ther of an Error or a Dc&teat, both which are in- 
ih ſupportable to an aſſuming temper : So that be- 
ſides the er/ginad incentives forementioned, it has 
this of diſaarin ſuperadded to aftuate its motions. 
And accordingly we find they are at this rekound 
rhe more violent, not only the, ſaccef, but the 
|| credit of the firſt enterprize depending upon a vi- 
oF - gorous proſecution: So that Garrlizes Maxim of 
| Fillany ſeems to have been adopted into ſome mens 
aivyinity,and they think paſt Crimes are only to be 

fecur'd by more and greater. Nor 1s it only hope 
ro atchieve their deſz2», or hidetheir ſhame which 
thus animates them, deſpair will do it to a yet 
higher degree. Qur Concupilcible and Iraſcible 
appetites dwell not ſo remote, but they are ready 
reſerves to one another, and what was azfire in 
the purſuit, becomes a»ger and revenge in the dil: 
} - appointment ; and ſure we need not be told the 
\by wild effects of thole paſſions. How many men 
it" have in a farious deſpair oyer acted even their own 
q | projects, and have made it a malicious confolati- 
on in their ruine, to get it attended with that. of 
the publick? As Herod, who to ſecure a lamen- 
tation at his death, commanded a Maſſacre ſhould 
| accompany ic, of (togive a more Eccleſiaſtical 
| lf | inſtance ) like 4eri#4, who ſought the aboliſhing 
of that order in the Church, whereof himſelf 
|| could. not partake. I with no mans Coxſczence 1n 
| our 
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our days were qualified to ſuggeſt a freſher ex- 
ample. Burt whilſt 'tis {o many ways the intereſt 
of Pride to abet our contentions, we cannot think 
it ſo ſluggiſhor uninduſtrious an agent, as not to 
find out expeazents for its purpoſe. I ſhall not 
attempt to give a particular of its 7#ſfruments, 
when I have ſaid that Schiſm is one oft them, I 
need not add more, fince that alone ſerves both 
co complete and perpetuate the Miſchief of all our 
ſpeculative diflentions. How cloſe a Band of 
concord the communicatirg in holy duties is, we 
may learn by Feroboam, who ſeems ſo well to have 
underſtood its unitive efficacy, that hedurſt nor 
truſt the newly divided Trzbes 1n a joynt reſort to 
the Temple; and therefore leſt the ruprare he 
had made 1n.the State ſhould cloſe again, he 
thinks it neceſſary to make azother in the Church, 
and ſecure his defetion from I1s Prizce, by that 
from his God, But we need not borrow a zeſts- 
mory from that his impious.Po/icy, we have a more 
Juthentick atteſtation fram the holy Pſalmiſt, who 
when he would deſcribe the greateſt entirenef, 
Exemplifies it by the walking to the houſe of God as 
friends, Pſal. 55. 14. And the Apoſtle goes yet 
higher, and from our common parzicipatien of the 
Euchariſt, infers not only our #79, but our 7- 
corporation, We being mayy are one bread, and one 
boay, for we are all partakers of that one bread, 
x Cor. 10. 17. And then ſure we may on the con- 
trary conclude, that our ſeparation muſt have the 
quite diſtant effe&s ; alienate our affetions, and 
by that means ſtill more eſtrange our T#dgmexrs. 
For 


334 Of the Cauſes of Diſputes ; Chap. 3. 


For beſides that 'tis natural to men to think they 
can neverrun far enough from that they begin to 
loath, chey are 1n their own defence to amplifie 
the drferences, that they may acquit themſelves | 
from the ſcanaal of a cauleleſs ſeparation; and 
this God knows 1s the uſual Method among us, 
when we have broken communion, our only ſtudy 
15 not how to repatr, bur ju/t:fre zt. The Adverſa- 
ries Texets are rigorouſly (canned, new Charges 
exhibited, and the Scbrſm defended upon thoſe 
later diſcoveries, which were no motives to the 
making it. And then ſure no man can doubt but 
this is'a proper way, both to multiply and Eternize 
diſputes ; and 'tisabundantly maniteſt, that vani- 
ty andelation of mind is the cauſe that Men thus 
prefer a miſtaken reputation, before their own #»- 
nocence, or the Churches peace. Indeed if we 
throughly conſider it, we ſhall find Pride is one 
of the fatalleſt inſtruments of Exciſion, the two- 
eadg'd ſword by which adverle parties do mutually 
cut themſelves from one another. The very 
elements and conſtitutive parts of a Schiſmatick, 
being the Eſteem of himfelf, and the Contempt of 
others, I am nit as this Publican, was, we know, 
the voice of the proud Phariſee, whole very name 
ſignifies ſeparatzon, and our modern Separatiſts do 
but Echo the ſame note, . when they pronounce 
all thoſe Heretics/or Carnal from whom they have 
withdrawn. Or-perhaps they derive from a yet 
more ancient preſident, thoſe of whom the Pro- 
phet Eſay ſpeaks, Eſay 65. 5. which ſay, Stand by 
thy ſelf, come not near me, for | am holier than tho ; 
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an Inſolent kind of language, which the Cathari in 
the primitive times did not more exactly tran- 
ſcribe, than many Ses of differing denominati- 
ons have done in ours. But 'tis to be remembred, 
that while the Phariſee lookr fo faſtidiouſly on 
the poor Pablican, he renounc'd communion in 
prayers much more acceptable than his own ; and 
thole refined Zealots, who fear'd cortagion from the 
approach of their more tnnocent Brethren, could 
boldly venture on the po/lutions of the moſt de- 
teſtable Idolatries: And God knows the note has 
too ready an application in both inſtances. In the 
mean time'tis a ſad contemplatian that ſo much 
of that Fea! which makes fuch a gliſtering in the 
world, thafl, when brought to the Touch, be 
found adulterate; that the tranſcendent purity 
men boaſt of, ſhould prove but a more ſublima- 
ted wickedneff, and their pretence to {pirituality 
be verified only in ſprritual pride. Alas, is not 
the whole c:rcazt of Secular things wide enough to 
containthis ſwelling humour ? Are there not Pomps 
and Vanztes of the world enough to entertain this 
one Luſt, but muſt this eMoabzte be brought into 
the Saniuary ? Can we not be elevated enough 
unleſs we trample upon all that is holy, and make 
ReligiouFaRor for our Ambition? We find ſome 
very confidently point out Arxtichrift upon the 
ſtrength of this one predicted circumſtance, that 
he was to ſit in the Temple of God, But what need 
we travel beyond the 4/ps to find out that, which 
every where preſents it ſelf? Our Pride does too 
unhappily anſwer the deſcription; and chan 
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there is no inſtance wherein it can ceaſe to be 
Antichriſtien, yet ſurely it is more eminently ſo, 
when it thus uſurps God's ſeat, and rules in ſacred 
things. Would God the pairs and animoſity 
which has been ſpent. in diſcovering and reviling 
other Antichriſts, had been diverted to the pul- 
ling down of th#, the labour would have been 
more eftecual even to the immediate end of the 
Deſigners ; for were this Pride eradicated, the 
Foundation of all Spiritual uſurpations were «-- 
dermin'd. But alas, thoſe who exclaim the moſt 
loudly againſt all forezge Tyranny on their Conlci- 
ences, do obſequiouſly bow to this 2nteft ive Uſur- 
per, make an entire:dedition of themſelves, and 
ſubmit to the ſevereſt- and 1gnobleſt waſſallage. 
They have inveſted it with ſo abſolute and fove- 
raign a Power, that ( as Samuel warns the Iſr4- 
elites of their King, .1 Sgm.8.) they are not to 
call any thing their own,..when it 1s uſeful to its 
ſervice : All their powers, all their intereſts are 
devoted to it, and that not only to adorn its pomp, 
but to fight its b4tte/s, Men quarrel and contend 
till not only. #hemſe/ves; -but even Chriftianity it 
ſelf expire in the conteſt. But it it be indeed 
certainthat every War is fo far unjuſtifiable, as 
are the cauſes of it, *cwill ſurely be a competent 
prejudice againſt our contentions, that our Pride 
15 ſo much concern'd in them, which 1s ſo un- 
chriſtian a »orive, as all the holy-water where- 
with men have ſprinkled it, can never baptize in- 
toacleanneſſ; all the borrowed adreſſes of Zeal and 
San tity, however they may difea;ſe, can never 
texttimite 
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legitimate it, Thoſe arts of concealment may in- 
deed add a new guilt, that of Hypocrifie, but can 
never explate, no nor extenuate the o/4: And 
how Saint-like a form loever our Vain glory puts 
on, it does but the more own its derivation from 
him, who can transform himſelf into an Angel 
light, whoſe aſpirings have firlt ſubverted himſelf, 
and now go on to propagate both his Crime and 
Ruine to ; nor has he ever manag'd that defige 
with more Art or Succeſs, than by thus making 
our Pride a partition-wall to divide us from oxe 
another, and conſequently from God tooz who 
being, as our Church ſtyles him, the author of 
Peace and lover of Concord, can never joyn himſelf 
with the diſturbers of both, but muſt neceſlarily be 
diſobliged by our Diſſentions and Schiſms. 
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A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; Secondly, 
Curioſity. | 


ſhall find, that another grand' zzcenazary of 

our Diſputes is Curiofity: A vice which 
though in ſome reſpects it may be reckoned a ſpe- 
cies of the former, that of Pride, yet in others it 
admits a diſtint# confideration. This is that bane- 
ful weed which the Devil made a ſhitt ro ſteal 
even into Laradiſe, and which has eyer lincg at- 
tered 
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= 


PS ow 


CC Os ATE ET 2 
bs ESE ove ECD - IT a Oc. an AA eee EE — 
- = — : 
| 


{ 


338 Of the Cauſes of Diſputes ; Chap. 14, 


feed the richeſt ſoils, the moſt pregnant and po- 
lite Wits; nor did it only eje&t as from thence, 
bur it has improved the o72gial curſe, and multi- 
plied thoſe briars and thorns among which he was 
caſt, yea, tranſplanted them from the Earth, 
where they could only raze the skin, into the 
Brain, where they pierce and torture the intelle- 
ual and immortal Part of Man. Nay, farther, 
even that ſweat of his brows, which was to extir- 
pate them from the ground, ſerves but to water 
and cheriſhthem in his mind ; his very induſtry 
being in this caſe the extremeſt z{ husbandry, and 
the more pazns he takes, the farther he removes 
himſelf from all real advantages of his toil. 
THERE are ſome parts of Knowledge which 
God has thought fit to ſeclude from us, to fence 
them not only as he did the interdited Tree, by 
Precept and Commination, but with Difficulties 
and Impoflibilities; made 1t not only our iz and 


danger, but our Folly and madneſs to attempt 


them. Ofthis kind are the Myſterious parts of 
our Religion, which he ſhews us as it were a-far 
off toexerciſe our faith and reverexce, but ſtoops 
them not toour ſexſe and 4iſquiſition. Thele he 
has placed like the S»», where they may influ- 
ence, not annoy; warm, not ſcorch us. And 


would we ſtill permit them to remain at that lafe __ 


and wholſome d:fance, we ſhould find none but 
benigne effetts ; but ſo importunate are the inſti- 
gations of Curioſity, that no bounds will keep us 
from the Mount : We will needs break through 
into the thick darkueff, how dreadful ſoever the 
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thunders and lightnings are in the way. Like bold 
Phaetons wedeſpile all benefits wherewith the Fa- 
ther of light and uscan court us, unleſs we may 
guide his Chariot ; and we moralize the Fable as 
well in the tragicalneſs of the ever, as the inſo- 
lence of the undertaking ; this unhappy Curioſity 
having not only ruin'd many of the 2quiſitors, but 
ſet the whole worl/dallo in a conflagratzon. Nor 
is this temerity more faza/ in its Succeſs, than 
impions in its Foundation : For beſides that it is 
a dire 7»waſion of Gods peculiar, and violation of 
his Command, it does evidently imply a ditr»ft, 
either of his Wiſdom or his Goodneſs 3 fuppo- 
ſes him either fo /g-orant of the ſtrength of thoſe 
faculties himſelf has made, that he has aſſigned 
them unproportionable objes, and ſo they mult 
have new work cut out for them by our ſelves ; or 
elſe preſumes his Eye evil towards his own Creg- 
tures ; that as the Dew! once ſuggeſted to our 
firſt Parents, he fears the rivalry of poor mortals, 
and by an envious detention of {ome parts of feli- 
City, like one that had been Bountiful only upon 
ſurprize and incogitancy, illiberally retracts and 
contradicts his original deſign of making Man 
completely happy. Nay, indeed this repreſents 
him unkind, not only to w hi created Images, 
but even to that Eternal and expreſs image of his 
Perſon, the Son of his boſom, who may well be 
thought to have been, as deſpiſed in his Eyes, as 
he was once in ours, Eſay 53. 3. if he have fo 
cheaply expos'd him for their ſakes, to whom he 
denies any of thoſe inteletnal advantages, which 
difference 
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difference them from Beaſts, Thus wickedly cu- 
rious are we, that rather than converſe with vb 
gar ordinary things, we create prodipies, put new 
forms upon him that is anchapxgeable, rob divinity 
of its molt inſeparable atrribate, and not only a:ſ- 
obey God, but reproach him. And then 'tis no 
wonder, if that which affords lo little g/ory to 
God, hath no more good will for Men, and that 
which thus wars with Heavey, leave little peace 
on Earth, Indeed if we will be building our | 
Babels, and thus aſſault Omnipotence, "tis but juſt | 
we ſhould have our /anguage confounded, and that 
that knewleage for which we boldly attempt to 
rifle Gods cabinet, ſhould like the Coal. from the 
Altar, ſerve only to embroil and conſume the 
ſacrilegious invaders, Yet belides what is owing 
to divine vengeance in the caſe, the thing has in | 
it ſelf a proper, natural efficiency toward it ; 
for when ſo many men are engagd in a blind 
ſearch, *tis not imaginable they ſhould all fumble 
upon the ſame Notions, and ſuppoling them to 
fall upon varzety, 'tis impoſſible but mens fond 
overweening of their own conceits and petulant 
diſdains of others, will improve that varzety into 
Oppoſition, and that oppoſitzoz into ſet and Solemn 
Feuds. And God knows the Church 1s roo ef- 
feively acquainted with this fatal gradation,and 
can experimentally atteſt the #nhappy propriety of 
this ſort of Curioſity towards the engendring of 
aiſcord and confuſion. 

BUT beſides this higher rank of things ' 
whicttSdd hath ſet ſo much above us, there are 
others 
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others of an #»fer/or fort, as much below us, which 
are concealed from us, not for their ſub/imiry, 
but their «ſefalneff ; for as God on the one hand 
remembers that we are but fleſh, unable to bear 
the nearer approaches of d:winity, and: To talks 
with us as once with Moſes through a cloud : So 
on the other he forgets not that he breathed into 
a the breath of life, a vital active ſpirit, whole 
motions he expects ſhould own the dignity of 
its 6ripinal, and as it was it ſelf an emanatiox of 
the Eſſential Goodneſs, ſhould aim at only rea! 
and ſolid good, and not evaporate and exhault its 
powers in w2eax and impertizent purſuits, And 
upon this ſcore allo, he has found ir neceſſary 
to hide many things from us, not that they 
would dazle, but miſerploy our Eye; not ſwal- 
low up our Underſtanding, 'but divert our At- 
tention, from what is more important : Of this 
ſort are thoſe many thin aerial ſpeculations,” the 
certain knowledge whereof would bring us no 
real advantage, make us at all the wiſer to Sal- 
vation; yet ſuch a value does our inquiſitive Na- 
ture-ſet upon every thing for its being hid, that 
as if our Life were bound up with theſe Secrets, 
and all our Felicity dwelt in the Shade of theſe 
receſſes, we purſue this ſearch with indefati- 
gable induſtry, ranſack all corners with as great 
diligence as the Woman for her loſt piece of Sil- 
ver, Luke 15.8. Andasif this were indeed the 
zreaſure hid in the field, ſell a//chat we have, lay 
out our whole ſe/ves upon the purchaſe. Indeed 
he that ſhall conſider what folemg Diſquilitions 
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there are upon the ſlighteſt, and inconfiderableſt 
Subje&s, with what Advertence and concern 
Queſtions of this kind are bandied in the world, | 
muſt wonder how men can at once be ſo ſerious 
and fo trifling ; or that thoſe who can ſay ſo much 
ſhould not once ask themſelves to / what pur- ' 
poſe they fay any thing. Yet what multitudes 
of menare there engagd in ſuch caſes as this? 


. Whea alas, the quarry is not worth half the 


toil, could it be gotten: but what Solomon ſays 
of the fluggard, Prov. 12. 27. that he refteth wet 
that which he took in hunting, is true of the contra- 
ry temper, theſe over-buſie ſpirits whoſe labour is 
' fry only reward, they hunt a ſhadow, and chaſe | 
the wind; and when they ſtrain to their utmoſt 
ſpeed, there is ſtill the wonted Diſtance be- 
tween them and their 4/ms; all their eager pur- 
ſuits bring them no acqueſt; but after they 
have trayerſt ſo much ground, traced all the 
-azes that learned Curiofity could contrive to 
perplex men, and ſtudied tothe wearinels of the 
fleſb, if not to the quenching of the Spirzt roo, they 
areſtill in the ſame ignorance from whence they 
ſet out, and 'twere well if they were alſo in the 
ſame doubtfulneſi: But the unhappineſs of it is, | 
they acquire a confidence without any true ground 
of it; and get ſuch a Knowledge as may puff up, 
but not edrfire. This was eminently exemplified 
in the Gnoſtzcks of old, whoſe vain Chimegras, and 
fooliſh queſtions, as the 4poſtle calls them, Tie. 3.9. | 
paſt with them for ſuch a ſuperlative wiſdom, as 
gave them Inſolence to diſcriminate —— 
rom 
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from others by that ſwelling Tiz/e, and monopo- 
lize the reputation of Scizexce, which yer if we 
will believe the great Doctor of the Gertiles, 
and he too brought up at the feet of Gamall, 
the greateſt Rabb; of the Jews, was ſcie-ce 
fallly ſo called. And God knows, they want 
not ſucceſſors in this as well as in other par- 
ticulars; men are {o poſleſt with their own 
Phancies, that they take them for Oracles, and 
think they ſee viſions, and are arrived to ſome 
Extraordinary revelations of Truth, when in- 
deed they do but dream dreams, and amuſe them- 
ſelves with the Phantaſtick 14e2: of a buſie ima- 
gination, Yet would they only pleaſe them- 
ſelves in the delufion, the Phrenſie were more 
innocent ; but like the prouder fort of Luzaticks, 
they will needs be K:ngs and Rulers, impoſe their 
wild conjefures ifur Laws upon others, and de- 
nounce War againſt all that receive them not. 
And this is that which makes the great combuſti- 
on, and confuſion among us ; for while one man 
opines one way, another another, and each will 
obtrude his epinz0» on every body elle: 'ris im- 
op" but the conteſts ſhould be ſharpand end- 
eſs ; foreach man labours under a double Im- 
patience, the oxe of having his own notions re- 
jetted, the other of having the quite contrary 
impos'd on him; and though 'tis true the rect- 
procainefi of the Injury ought to allay the 4sſ- 
pleaſure at it, yet men ſo much more conſider 
what they ſafer than what they do, that every one 
cries out aloud of that hard meaſure, which _ 
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ſelf offers without regret. And between winds 
ſocontrary and ſo fierce, 'tis no wonder if forms 
ariſez and in ſuch Tempeſts has Religion fo long 
been toſſed, that it now needs the interpoſition | 
of a divine Mzraculow power, to keep it from ſink- 
ing ; foralas, thele Skirmiſhes expire not with - 
the firſt Propugners of the Opinions ; they per- 
haps beganas /ig/e Duellers, but then they 1oon 
get their troops about them, have their partiſans 
and abetters, who not only enhance, but entail 
the feud to poſterity. And indeed this props 
gation of Strife, both in theſe rrifiing and the 
former more profouxa ſpeculations, is the moſt 
fatal circumſtance of the whole Caſe: Were it | 
not for this, though we might have many Errors, | 
we could have »o Sefs. And if the Church; 
might be ſometimes wounded with the darts of 
ſingle Adverſaries, yet ſhe could not be {urround- 
ed and belieg'd with combinations and confede- 
racies, Some ſtragling Souidiers might prove 
renegadoes, but they would not revolt in troops 
and /egrons, We ſhould not have ſuch nume- 
rous Parties, who with the greateſt violation of 
Chriſtian unity,denominate themſelves, not from 
the grand anthor and finiſher of our Faith ; but 
from the firſt broacher of their Idoliz'd opinions, In 
the mean time, 'tis a ſad contemplation, that 3 
little wats curioſity ſhould weigh ſo much, or 
the Churches peace lo little with us: that we 
ſhould ſacrifice the one, to the ſarisfation, ſhall 
I ay, orrather to the wherting and inflaming of 
the other. Bur 'tis a yct ſadder, that this ſhould 
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chiefly be done by thoſe whole earning enables, 
and whoſe profeſſion ſhould devote to the moſt 
noble and molt profitable Studies ; nay, have the 
higheſt obligations to correct thole exorbitancies 
in others, which with ſuch art and /abovr they 
propagate and teach How wounding a ſpe- 
Racleis1it to ſee our greateſt Heroes like Hercu- 
les at the Diftaffe, thus degenerouſly employed, 
and to find thole who were by Chrilt delign'd for 


fiſhers of «Men, thus entertain themlelves like 


Children, with picking up Shells and Pebbles on the 
ſhore ; and which 1s yet more unmanly, wra»pling 
about them too. Indeed at this rate, 'tis no 
wonder if they make the 4iſcip/es Complaint, We 
have travelled all night and have taken nothing. 
This ſure is o little the way to win Souls, that 
he whoſe buſineſs it is to deſtroy them, can very 
contentedly refer them to this method ; can 
gladly leave us all our nice and ſubtle 4arſquiſt- 
#70ns, upon the very ſame ſcore that one of the 
Gothick Commanders adviſed the ſparing of the 
Italian Schools and Libraries; Let us, lays he, 
leave them their Books, that whilſt they amule 


themſelves with ſuch folzes, we may ſubdue them 


atour pleaſure, Ir is the ſaying of the Wile man, 
There u a wiſdom that multiplieth bitterneſs; and 
ſure if there be a wiſdom acquired by thele at- 
rious Enquiries, 'tis of this ſort, like the Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil attained by our firt 
Parents, which taught them to know the Good 
on'y by its /oſs, and the Evil by its ſmar;, In- 
deed our too high, and tranſcending /becrlat ions 
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cn the one hand, and our roo trivial and unpro- 
fitable on the other 3 are like the z0rr:id and fre 
£id Zones, the one conſumes us with its heat, the 
other chills, and benumns us with its co/4 ; that 
turns us to Czaders, this to Ice. Theſe -little 
trifling Notions being too flight an exercile to 
keep heat in our Chriſtianity, which not only 
expreſſes but maintains its /ife by ſtrong and vi- 
gorous Motions. And therefore between theſe 
rwo intemperate, God has provided us an habitable 
Clime, | mean that middle rank of divine truths 
which tend to practice. Here he would have 
us dwell and converie, fix our thoughts and ſtu- 
dies : Norneed we fear that they are too dry a 
ſubje& tor our contemplation. We {ce as deep 
Specularors, as any now aſſume to be, found it 
far otherwiſe. David could entertain himſelf | 
with the Meditations of God's Law ( not his hid- 
d:n Decrees or counſels) all ihe day, Pſal. 119, 
97. Nay, it ſeems, the Matter was {o coptore 
and redundant, that it could not be confin'd with- 
in that 2arrow boundary of Time, but invaded the 
aightalſo; forced him to defaulk from his zef,, 
to beſtow on his meditations,” I have thought of 
thy Name, O Lora, in the night ſeaſon,aud have kept 
thy Law, Verſe55. Neither is 1t a vain expence 
of Time, which it thus tempts to, but gives the 
happieſt improvement; lands at that harbour to 
which all rational ſtudies tend, gives under- 
ſtanding, Verſe 130. makes wiſe the ſimple, Pſal. 
19. 7. and this alio 1n an eminent degree, ſuch 
as {ct him above his teachers, and his Elders 
allo. 
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alſo. Thou through thy commandments haſt made 
me wiſer than mine Enemies, I have more un- 
derſtanding than my teachers, for thy teſtimonits 
are my ſtudy. I am wiſer than the aged, becanſe 
I keep thy commanaments, Pſal. 11g. 98, 99, 
100, Theſe are high and liberal Elogies of this 
divine ſtudy, and if any ſhall ſeek to divert 
an unwelcome inference by ſaying that David 
ſpoke them only in pious raptures, that they 
were the tranſport of his zeal, rather than the 
eſtimate of his jadgment ; we muſt refolve the 
obje&tor far removed from ſuch religious ex- 
ceſſes, and under the contrary defei#; yet the 
cauſe will ſo well bear an appeal, that he may 
be truſted to conſule farther; let him adviſe 
with Solomon, whoſe large delires and poſſeſſi- 
ons too of wiſdom, muſt ſuppoſe him no ſtran- 
gerto its nature, and he will tell him the very 
fame, and that not in his devouter ecſtaſies, but 
in his moſt compos'd ſedate temper, when he ſo- 
temaly ſeats himſelf in his School, reads Erhicks 
to his diſciples, and profeſſes his deſign of 
giving ſ#btilty to the ſimple, and to the young 
man knowledge and diſcretion, Prov. 1.4. Forit 
his whole book of Proverbs be ſcanned, the ſumm 
of it will be found to be nothing elſe but an 
exhortation to the ſtudy of this practick'Wil- 
dom. Nay when his own «zaerſtanaing was im- 
prov'd and advanc'd by a_—_— allo, when 
he had not only begg'd but bought wildom, after 
he had given his Curioſity its full unbounded 
Range, compaſſed the whole Univerſe and exa- 
L 4 min'd 
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min'd not only in coztemplatioz, but by ſenſitive 
experiment, whatever therein cauld pretend to be 
that good for the ſons of Men,Eccl.2.3. we find at- 
ter all this buſie inqueſt, he gives up his verditt in 
this form, Eccl.12. 13. Let us hear the end of the 
whole matter, Fear God and keep his Commana- 
ments, for this is the Whole Duty of eMan: And 
now methinks fo ſolemn a deciſion of the wileſt 
of Men, and he too infpir'd by the Omniſcient 
God, may be thought of weight enough to ac- 
quieſce in. Yet ſince there are ſome who love 
not to weigh 1n the balance of the SanQuary, and 
that had rather receive Reſponles from De/phos 
than from between the Chernubims : Let ſuch at 
leaſt heareven the Heathen Oracle atteſting. So- 
crates to be the wiſeſt man, becauſe he directed 
h:s ſtudies-to the oral part of Learning, which 
hedidro ſuch a degree, asto diſparage all thoſe 
more Atery ſpeculations, which better'd. not mens 
Manners, but were only Acywr 459@©-., 4 noiſe and 
clatteriag of Words, And Pyihagors his School 
defnnes Philoſophy, Cons o&1 Upwrrivns x&Yapoiy *; TE* 
AcoTylz, the cleanſing and perfetting humane life, 
which two things are (aid to be done, firſt by / er- 
fue, whoſe bulinels 1t is to remove? auetreray og 
roy, the inordination of our Paſſions:: Secondly, 
by Trath, which reſtores $40» «S\G., the Image and 
rourtraifture of God, And fince this is the joynt 
ſuffrage both of Rel;gion and Reaſon, why ſhould 
thoſe that pretend to either defic both, and vain- 


jy conſume rhem{elves 1n uaprofitable ſearchgs ? 
AWiy thould men vander to feek beggary and 


emptineſs 
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emptineſs, who may with far leſs labour be rich at 
home? Alas, 'tis not bare knowledge, how great 
or univerſal ſoever, that can poſſeſs us of fe/iciry. 
Were it poſſible for us to have a window into 
Heaven, to ſee all the Divine ſecrets, yet that 
might be but like the Rich mans proſpe& into 
Abrahams boſom, while himſelf was in the bot- 
tomleſs pit, They are not only the groffand 7lzte- 
rate Souls that muſt feed thoſe flames, the moſt 4e- 
rial and Sublimated are rather the more proper fuel 
for an immaterial Fire, and the knowledge we 
carry thither, renders us the fitter company for 
him, who kgew every thing but how to keep 
himſelf happy. It was once the Obſervation and 
Wonder of Plutarch, that whereas God has {e- 
veral ivcommunicable properties, as Power and Im- 
mortality, &c. theſe all men aſpir'd to, in the 
mean time negleced that of Goodzef, wherein 
he was willing all men ſhould ſhare. And ſure 
there is now cauſe of the ſame complaint, we 
would have Omniſcience and all parts of Divini- 
ty beſides the holineſs, yer alas, thoſe without 
theſe would prove but fatal acqueſts, and that 
approach towards being Gods, would only make 
us the more Devils, The only advantagious as 
well as poſſible way of Aſſimilation with God is 
by purity, and the means of that an Attentive 
conſideration of thoſe Divine revelations, which 
are to regulate our practice ; theſe at once dil- 
penſe /ight and warmth, dire&t and revive the 
Soul : And if men would not exhale wapours to 
cloud and darken; them, Eclipſe the cleareſt 
Truths 
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Truths by 4/#icu/ties of their own creating, no 
man could miſs his way to Heaven for waat of 
light, and yet lo vain are they as to think they ob- 
lige the world by involving it in darkneſs, as if 
their eM:/s ſhould like that which Watered the 
new form'd Earth, Gen. 2.6, fupply the place of 
the dew of Heaven. But certainly to all ſuch in 
their profuleſt liberalities, we need make no 
other Requeſt than Diogenes did ro Alexander, de- 
fire them oaly that they will not ſtand between « | 
and the Su», intercept its rays, and rob us of that 
which 1s infinicely better than any thing they can 
giveus. Were this bur obtain'd, we ſhould ſoon 
diſcern the inconſiderablene(s of thoſe things | 
whole effets have been {o fadly conſiderable to ' 
Chrifteadom ; thoſe many Chimera's which we | 
wrangle and fight about, would in this Sun ſhine | 
appear bur My#es that dance in the Air, ( though 
God knows as we manage them, they are the | 
moſt -luxurious Rebels to the Prince that rules ' 
there.) Were but S. Paw/'s doctrine throughly 
imbib'd, our Curious Arts, megttpys yeruuadlr, 
faper fluom #nconcerned ſtudies, would as it hap- 
pened, As 19. be ſupplanted ; and our devotion | 
if ſufficiently accended, would as theirs, 64r7 up 
innumerable books of this fort. And ſure as this 
would be the greatef, ſoit would be the moſt tri 
n»2phant Boufire Chriſtendom ever ſaw, as being 
not only an zz4ication, but a means of the mighty 
growth, and prevailing of the Word of God, 
which our vain Curieſties ſerve only to impede 
and ob{tru&t, while they do as mightily advance 
a:ſſentioas and 4nimoſities amongſt men, CHAP. 
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UT beſides theſe two, there is a third Fo- 
menter of diviſions, which either for its 

' activity or ſucceſs muſt not ſubſcribe to 

erther of them, and that 1s I»tereſft. This is the 
great Ido! to which the world bows: Tothis we 
pay our devouteſt homage, give it not only our 
knees, but our hearts; and as if the making us 
rich were a ſecozd Creation, that could cancel all 
the obligations of the firſf, we facrilegiouſly en- 
title our profit to all the Prerogatives of a Crea- 
tor, give it an ablolute unlimited dominion over 
us, allow it to preſcribe us all our meaſures of 
good and evil; to rule not only our Reaſon but 
our Paſſions too, ( a Soveraignty, alas, we would 
never yield to our God ) and as if the givirg us 
{aws were not Empire enough, we permit it to 
impoſe Relzgzons allo ; for ſure they that obſerve 
how great an influence it has in Charch-affairs, 
will conclude it governs more than the ſecular 
part of the world. And indeed if we look back, 
we ſhall find 'tis no »ovel uſurpation, but though 
void of other Title, has the Preſcription of 2nany 
ages, Divinity has long fince been made the 
handmaid of Policy, and Religions modelled by 
| convent- 
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conveniencies of State. The golden Calves be- 
came venerable aezries, when they were found apt | 
to ſecure Jeroboams Jealoulies: And Machiavels 

policy, that Szates ſhould ſerve themſelves of Reli- | 
2ien, was a common practice long before 'twas his 
Rule. And this Example of Communities has | 
been tranicrib'd by ſingle Perſons. In the Old 
Teſtament we find frequent mention of thoſe 
mercenary Prophets, that turn'd the 9ize into a | 
zrade, divin'd tor moaey, ny, ſometimes for more | 
contemptible hire, 44ndfuls of Barley and pieces of 

Bread: And in the New we fee the ſame motive 
of Secular advantage had force enough to turn an 
Eccleſiaſtickinto' a Laick, make Dem.« degrade 
himſelf, and deſert his Miniſtry, and as it thus 
ſtopt his mouth from preaching the Truth, fo it 
open'd thoſe of Ochers to divulge Errors. Such | 
were thole deccivers of whom S. Pax! ſpeaks, 

Tt. 1. 11. Who ſpake things they ought not for filthy 
lucres ſake. So when the ſame Apoſtle declaims 
the moſt earneſtly againſt the love of money as the 
root of all evil, we find he fetches his proof of that 
Charge from its having »-44e men erre from the 


faith, 1 Tim. 6. 10. And 'tis S. Peter's predidti- 


on, that the moſt damnable Herelies, even the | 
denying of the Lord that bought them, ſhould be in- 
troduced by thoſe, who through Covetouſnels 
ſhould make merchanaize of their Proſelytes, 
2 Pet. 2.4. and ſure the event atteſts the preſage to 
have cogcern'd more than the Age immediately 
ſucceeding, there being none of the ſubſequent 
which hath not in ſome degree aftifted its com- 
pletion ; 
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pletion; nor have we cauſe to wonder hereat, 
ſince 'tis obvious to diſcern the conjunion and 
dependence berween Covetouſne(s and Herelie. 
For the l:ching ears, the Apoltle ſpeaks of, being 
an Epidemick diſeaſe, give fair opportunity ro 
every Mountebank to try his Experiments, When 
men nauſeat O/4 truths, becauſe they are ac- 
quainted with them, and embrace doctrines for 
the very ſame reaſon, they ſhould reje& them, 
even becauſe they are New : When they love no 
Teachers, but ſuch as thus entertain them, and 
are bountiful to none but ſuch as they love ; there 
is little doubt, but there will be Mzzzs enough fer 
on work, when the Coizers can thus at once /famp 
new opinions for their Diſciples, and Money for 
themſelves: And God knows they are not a few 
of our Diviſions, that have thence taken 6zrth. 
It will be needleſs to ravel far into the Records 
of Elder times, every mans memory will be able 
ro ſuggeſt ro him too many, and too pertinent 
inſtances. Upon which refle&ion *twill be too 
viſible, that much of fome mens late pretenſe to 


 Godlinefſ was but a real purſuit of Gaiz; andthe 


ew light ſerv'd to guide them to their zeighbours 
Ciffers : And:probably many of our Diſputes had 
been ſuperſeded, had not the Authors foreſeen, 
that though they loſt the Queſtion, they ſhould 
gain what they more ſought. A few etlays had 
diſcover'd how much the Populacy were pleas'd 
with Novelties, eſpecially ſuch as at once gratifi- 
ed their Levity and their Priae, by caſting ill re- 
flecions on the thipgs or Perſons tro whom they 
owed 
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owned a reverence; and the /beral contributions 
ſuch Teachers met with, ſerv'd till to invite 
more /abourers into that work, where without 


the uneaſineſs of a long Expeation, their very | 


ſeed-time was their Harveſt, and by ſowing Tares, 
they immediately reaped Go/d; And 'tis no won- 
der if ſuch quick retsrns made them avligent at the 
trade, induſtrious to provide thoſe wares they (aw 
they could put off ſo well. And would to God 
we were ſecure, that thi way of Traffick were 
yet atanend, forſo long as theſe ſpiritual Mer- 
chants can thus impoſe on their credulous Chapmen, 


make them buy one miſchief with another, and | 


exhault their Efates to endanger their Souls, we 
muſt not hope our diſſextions will ever ceaſe, our 
flames eyer be extinct, that have ſo much matter 
to feed them, and ſuch importunate blaſts to blow 
them up. | 

BUT covetouſneſſis of too unſatiable a nature 
to be contented with one way of ſupply, 'tis like 
the Sea, that receives the Tribute of al Rivers 
( though far unlike it in lending any back again ) 
and therefore thole who have relolv'd upon the 
thriving ſort of Piety, have ſeldom embarkt all 
their hopes in one bottom, nor {o depended on the 
bounty of their Proſelytes, as to negle&t other 
ways of preying for themſelves. They wanted not 
providence to foreſee, how uncertain a revenue 
popular benevolence is: That the fame giddy and 
violent humour, which had opened their hands fo 


wide, might by working another way cloſe them 


« faſt; or if their inc/in*tions continued, their 
abilities 
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abilities might fail ; (a thing very poſſible to thoſe, 
' who have ſuchſuckers ) or if both theſe remain'd, 
| yetthat they were unlikely to grow in proportion 
to their own appetites, and therefore found it ne- 
ceſlary to have ſome other relerve; and belides, 
this way of flattering their willing benefattors out 
of part, contriv'd another of forcing their unwil- 
' ling Neighbours out of all their poſſefjoxs : So 
making the ſpoils of ſome mens hoxeſty a richer 
booty than that ofothers folly. Hence Shibolerhs 
' | found out of Covenants and Engagements,to give 

| opportunity of deſtroying a diſſenting brother ; 
| by this Art a fat bexefice became crime and witneſs 

| tooagainlt its Incumbent, and he was ſure to be 
unorthodox, that was worth the plundering. T hus 
{ alas, has the 4/rar of God been attended, or rather 
| invaded by thole whole very approach was a £41ir, 
that qualified them rather to lay hold on its 4orps, 
| than pretend to its ſervice ; tor ſure that God, 
who has declar'd he hates robbery for burnt-offer- 
zng, cannot much affet Robbers for Prieſts. But 
this,is a Theme ſo unpleaſant, I delight not toen- 
large on it, and rather wiſh that the memory of 
it were ſoextinQ, that it might remain no where 
but in the penitential Liranies of the Offenders ; 
my deſign in the preſent refleion is only to 
| Makeit an evidence how much coveronſneſfs pro- 
| Motes our cornfextiens, which ſure is not more vi- 
ſible any where than in this inſtance: For where 
| thereis a deſign of ſupplanting, that neceſſarily 
| requires another of accuſing ; ( even JeFebel her 
| elf projects not to ſeize 0n Naboths Vineyard 
without 


= 
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without a precedent Charge ) to comply with 


which neceſſity, not only the /ives and conver ſa- 
_ tions, but the doitrines and opinions of our moſt 
eminent Divines have been ſtrangely miſrepre- 
ſented, and when that proved not fence enough to 
the reputation of their Oppreſſors, they have 
thought fit to change the Scexe, and to combate 
thoſe opintons in their trae ſhape, upon which the 
could not ({o well faſten their diſguiſe. I ſhall not 


pretext of reaſon they managed thoſe Dilputes : 
"Tis enough to my purpole that ſuch Diſputes 
there were, and thoſe founded in the deſire of ac- 
. Quiring ſecular advantages, which ſufficiently 
atteſts [ztereſt to be a potent Abetror of our quar- 
rels. 

BUT God knows that 1s a truth of which the 
world affords ſo many proofs, that we need not 
confine our ſelves to this little Ape of it, or owe 
our convictions only to our domeſtick tranſatttons ; 
if we look abroad we ſhall find it too often exem- 
plified. The memorable d;urbance given to the 


Church, -as well as State of Germany by the 4n«- | 


baptiſts, isa pregnant inſtance ; whole pew opt- 
2108 was but an expedient of inveſting themſelves 
in ew poſſeſſions, and their ſecond Baptiſm but the 
Solemanity of eſpouſing, not only the fleſh, but 
the world allo, which they had renounced in the 


firſt. 


of Men, whoſe do#rines were {ublervient to their 
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A ND would God they had been the only Se& | 


zntereſts ; tor {uch tumultuous and Plebeian pro- | 


gets, | 
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jets, though like a /azd floud they make great 


ſpoil at the preſent, yet {oon fink again: -.Such 
avowed and exceſ/jve greediveſſdeyours it ſelf, and 
the inſtruments by which it wrought : fo that the 
defeat of the ſecular Deſign, is commonly the 
routing thoſe Opinions, which were formed for 

the promoting it. But when the ſamedeſire has 

the advantage of a ſober guidance ; when 4va+ 

7iceputs on the Canonical habit, and twiſts it ſelf 

not only with the: pradice of Men, but the 4s- 

Frines of the Church z when Arric/es of Religion 

ſhall be eſtimated by their profirableneſi, and Ec-, 

cleſiafticks diſpute, as Lay-men fight for Money: 

then alas, the miſchief ſeems fatal, the diſeaſe 1o 

fixt and radicated, as at once. diſcourages, and 

mocks the attempts of cure. 

THAT this is the cafe not only in a parti- 
cular and private Church, but that which al- 
ſumes to be the Univerſal and Catholick, is too 
apparent. The one Poſition of the Popes right 
to diſpoſe Kingdoms, out-ftrips all other prin- 
ciples of rapine: this is to drive a whole: ſale 
trade, when all other petty Merchants deal but 
for parcels: which as it is a much bolder, ſo 1s 
it a more prejudicial attempt than the invading. 
of private potſeſſions, and theſe Duo gladiz, the 
double armature of S. Peter, a more deſtructive 
Engin, than the tumultuary weapon ſnatcht up 
by a Faratick : but ſure S. Peter's ſword though 
once raſhly managed by himſelf, was never de- 
ſign'd toarm his /zcceſſors to invade Kingdoms 3 
This property of it (cems rather to have been de- 
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rived from the Pretorian $ oldiers, who inſolently 
aſſumed the diſpoſing of the Empire, wherein 
they at the left arrived to that im»pudence, that af- 


ter the Death of Pertinax they made oper portſale | 
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pr1Aier, in 4 baſe and ſordid manner, ai if it had been | 
of common. marketable wares: 1 cannot ſay the | 


Court of Rome tranſcribes that indecent ownin 


of the traffick ; but it has in other inſtances lo | 
well atteſted its good managery, that 'tis not very | 
credible, that Crowns and Scepters are conferred | 


graty, Andto this fo adyantageous a Doarine 


others bear proportion : Thoſe of Purgatory, In- 
aulgences,- and ſupererogation, are ready inſtances, | 


wherein the 4ſſertors themſelves ſeem to be una- 


nimous 1n nothing but in a joynt reference to | 
profit; for when they come to minute definiti- | 
ons they vary and diſagree; fatisfie one another, | 
as little as their common Antagonifts : and there- | 
fore in the Council of Trent they prudently choſe | 
1n their decrees to propoſe the bare Arzicles backt 
by the Authority of the Church, and Anathema's | 
of the Council, as having by precedent diſcaſſ- | 
ons of the points in their congregations diſcern'd | 
the ſmall accord that was among themſelves, | 
when they deſcended to particulars, And indeed | 
the Opinions were ſo various as tothe grounds of | 
the Dodtrines, that one would wonder how from | 
ſo differing premiſes, they ſhould all infer the 


ſame concluſion; were it not that the conſpir ation 


of Intereſt was too potent for the diverſity of | 


Judgment. And ſure 'twas a ſtrange deference 
| was 


" F'Y LY. EL ES: os. ea Ss oa Da a ea oa 24 a 6 


G6 oo 


— 


me YU nw YU ws 


0' « 7 


Py, Lo. 


ES 


CO —— 


Chap. 5. TY Thirdh, Intereſt. 


359 


was given to it, when in the matter of Indu/- 


| CES 


genes, there was (by the Teſtimony of their own 


Writers ) four diferext Opinions, and yet all Ca- 
tholick : which moderation towards Speculative 
diſſenters, compard with the great ſeverity 
againſt thoſe that oppoſed its Pra#tice, ſpeaks 
loud enough that the Or#hodoxy of the point lay 
wholly in the Profirablexef; and that Lather 
himſelfhad been no Hererick, had he bufied him- 
{lf only in fuch diſquiſitions, as impeded not 
the gain of that Doctrine. Nor is this merely 
ſurmiſe and conjeRure, for if we conſult the 
memorials of thole tranfactions, we ſhall find zhis 
was the thing that moſt alarm'd Rome, put that 
Court in almoſt as great a commotion, as the birth 
of.Chriſt did Herods: and accordingly intheir pri- 
vate conſults, the cloſer cabals of the Colledge 3 
the ſecuring this part of their invaded mtg 
was the grand deliberation, upon which account it 
was, that when Aariar ſhewed fome Inclination 
to the reforming abuſes both in this and other 
inſtances, one of his Cardinals who better knew 
the intrigues of affairs, admoniſht him againſt 
that unskilful piece of I-ge-aity, not only from 
the example of his Preadecceſſors, who were reſo- 
lute never to confeſs Faults by z2e»dixz them, bur 
by repreſenting to him, « That no reformatio 
«could be made, which would not notably di- 
*« miniſh the 7ez#s of the Church, which having 
« four foundations, the one Temporal, the other 
« three Spiritual, Indulgences, Diſpenſations, 
« and Collations of Bernefices; no one of them 
2 Aaz «* could 
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« could be ſtopped but that one quarter of the 
« revenues would be cut off, What a reſem- 


blance this advice carries to the oration of Deme- | 


zrizs to his fellow crafts-men, As 19. 25. I need 
not ſtand to demonſtrate, but while ſuch confi 
derations as this, bear ſway in Church matters, 
where Profit ſhall be the Touch-ſtone both for faith 
and manners, weare not to wonder if no gainful 


Tenet be depoſited ; or Peace bought with that | 


which in moſt mens eſteem is of far more va- 


Iue. 

AND this is it which ominates ſadly as to 
our diviſions with the Rowaniſfts, were our if- 
ferences merely the product of Heat and Paſſion, 
they would like the ſmaller clefis in the ground, 
want nothing but a cooler ſeaſow to cement and 
cloſe them : but when they are thus form'd into 


II 


a—_—_— 


an intereſt, become the Deſign not of ſingle per- | 
ſons or ages, bur of corporations and ſucceſſions ; | 


the Breach ſeems like the ſciſſures and ruptures of * 
an Earthquake, and threatens to ſwallow all | 


that attempr to cloſe it, and reſerves its cure on- 


ly for omnipotence. Indeed till piritual and ſe- | 
cular Concerns be reduced into their proper | 


ranks, which are now mixt and confounded, the 


{ 


| 


| 


better to diſguiſe the prepoſterous ſubordination | 
of the nobler to the interiour ; till we have for- | 
gotten the unhappy Chywmiſtry of turning all, even | 


Religion it ſelf into Gold, we muſt never hope 
to get out of the Furnace; our flames will till 


grow fiercer, and with this unnatural efe# to | 
conſume not the Drof, but the purer eMeta/. In | 


4 
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a word, till men can ſever themſelves from their 
Avarice and mean purſuits of gain, they will ne- 
ver ceale toſeparate from their brethren, For as 
the moſt ſoveraign Balſams cannot ' cure a hurt 
while the arrow remains in the fleſh: fo neither 
can the moſt pacifick Remeaies at all avail, ſo long 
as the ſame worldly Aims, which made the wound, 
{till ſtick in it. 

BUT inthe mean time 'tis a eMelancholick 
conſideration that Chriſtianity ſhould be by its 
Profeſſors thus unworthily proſtituted ; that the 
many various and oppoſite Religions, for which 
we leverally pretend ſo much zeal, ſhould be but 
divers ways to the ſame irreligious End ; where- 
in our Elders ſeem to reſemble thoſe in the Sto- 
ry of Suſanna, who when they meant to part 
with each other, yet did unawares meet by the 
impulſe of the ſame Luſt. We find, it moved the 
patience even of the Lamb of God, to ſee his Fa- 
thers houſe made a houſe of merchanaize, though 
the Traftick was for the furniſhing of Sacritices : 
with what abhorrence muſt we think does he 
now behold thoſe, who drive ſo much a worſe 
trade init: who ſell not accommodations for wor- 
ſhip, but the worſhip it ſelf to accommodate their 
intereſts, and do not only make Gain #x the Tem- 
ple, but of it? A thing the facrilegious Rapine 
of our days has made literally true, where be- 
fides the revenues, the very fabrick and materials 
of Churches, have been marketable ware : Fu- 
ds's good husbandry has been taken up, and aa 
quia Perditio hac? put as the common Motto 
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upon every ching that could be ſold for wore, nay 
ſometimes for /zfthan Three hundred pence. And 


as Dionyfius took away the golden beard from 


eAſculapins, to reftife the indecency of the 
Sons having a beard when the Father had none: 


and Fs/jaz robb'd the Chriſtian Altars with this | 


impions Sarcaſm, cy Toiois oxeveoiy unepyleirai o | 


Mzexas vios* that 'itwas unfit the Son of Mary ſhould 


be ſerv'd in Plate, Sodo men now a-days make | 


themſelves regulators of holy things, corre the 
zndecorums of the Sanctuary, that they may rifle 


its zreaſares. Thus do weſee the Apoſtles affirma- | 


tion ſadly verified, that zhoſe who will be 11ch fall 
znto Temptation, and a ſaare, 1 Tim. 6.9. Such is the 
greedineſs of a covetous appetite, that it ſwallows 
indiſcr.minately whatever looks like prize, and 
rather than it want its prey, God Himſelf ſhall 
be robb'd, Nay, twere to be wiſht 1n this in- 
ſtance, that That were all ; but alas, he is mockt 


roo, uſed not only #»j»/tly, but contumelionfly ; | 
we thus make him a property to our ſordid de- | 
ſigns, and when he has profeſt that he will not be | 


ſerv'd together with Mammon, we attempt that 
which is yet far more blaſphemous, and make him 
pay ſerviceto him with whom he diſdains to ſhare 

1t when paid by others. | 
NEITHER is Covetoulneſs the only Vice 
that ſerves its intereſt upon Religion : bur as 'ris 
made a for for that, lo it is a c/oakt and difeniſe 
for many other. Of this the Catalogues of pri- 
mitive Heyeticks give ſufficient witnels ; divers 
w hercot as the Azcclaitans, Cerinthians, Carpocra- 
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ftians, and Grnoſticks ſeem to have conſtituted di- 
ſti ſes in Chriſtianity, only that they might 
introduce the moſt beſtial parts of Heathen:iſm, 
and pretend an aſlociation in Religion, when in- 
deed it was in /uſf. How far ſome of our modern 
Seats reſemble them in this Particular, I will 


| not undertake to pronounce: though there want 


not thoſe who make ſevere, and not improbable 
ConjeRures concerning it. But whether that be 
the main deſign or no; 'tis certain both that 
wickedneſs, and many other find great ſhelter 
among them. He that brings reſolution to up- 
hold a Faction ſhall not miſs of Entertainment, 
how many or how great vices ſoever he brings 
with it; and he that is of a godly party, ſhall in 


£ ſpight of the loudeſt Guilts be a godly mar. So 


meritorious a thing is it in ſome mens account to 
be fattiows, that it covers the multitude of ſins : 
hence it is that Cr#amirals fo frequently fly to new 
Churches for Sa»#sary : and 'twill {till be the 
concern of ſuch to have ſo creditable a Refuge ; 
and therefore we are not to wonder if this Intereſt 
combine with the former in promoting our Dil- 
ſentions. 

BUT alas, as it advances thoſe, fo does it 
our gai/t too, that have more than one vile end 
to which we accommodate our Piety: and till 
implies the greater affront to our God, by how 
many the more and baſer i»tere/ts we ſhroud un- 
der his Patronage. Alas, is it not enough, as Jeb 
fpeaks, to hide our iniquities in our own boſoms, but 
muſt we wrap them in the Vei/ of the Sanituars ? 
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We read that Goats once lent a covering for the 


Tabernacle ; but here by an impious Inverſion, ' 


the Tabernacle muit lend a covering to the Goats : 
The moſt beſtial appetites be both concealed and 
preſerved under the Shadow of Religion. Plw 
tarch tells us that when eMarcelzs would have 
conſecrated a Temple joyntly to Honour and 
Virtue, the Prieſts reſiſted it, ſaying, #wo Gods 
awelt not in owe Church : and if their vain deities 


Of the Cauſes of Diſputes ; Chap.15, | 


exacted ſuch a ſolemnity of Reſpe&, and would | 


not be Inmates to 0ze arother, can we think the 
true God will be content to be made foto all our 


wvileſt luſts? This is ſure the higheſt Contumely | 


ro the divine Majeſty ; and never could the abe- 


mination of deſolation more properly be ſaid to | 


ſtand in the holy place than in this ſexce : for as the 


— —— 


matures of theſe Guilts are fitly expreſt by abom- | 


mation, (0 1s the effect of them by deſolation; they 

having brought the moſt faral miſchiefs on the 

Church. | 
AND now would God all that are concern'd 


| 
f 
| 
? 


, 
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inthis guilt, would ſoberly ponder the weight of | 
it. Thereare two things of which God has ex- | 


preft himſelf peculiarly Tender, his honour and 
his Church ; this is the invading him in both ; the 
expoſing the oze to Reproach and Contempt, and 


: 


| 


| 


the other to Ruine and Deſtruction ; and doubt- | 
leſs were there nothing of the /ormer, this /ater | 
alone muſt be ſadly accounted for. It remains | 


vera Characer of infamy upon A4chan, that he 


rroubled Iſrael to enrich himſelf: and on Balaam, | 
that be rot only loved the wapes of iniquity, but | 
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| enſnared the people in uncleanneſſ: and ſure the 


ſame with many aggravations belongs to thole, 
who by the like unworthy practice, have not on- 
ly rendred the Church a prey ro foreigners, but 
made it ſo to i# ſelf; engag'd one part of it againſt 
another, till the whole is ſo waſted, that our 
Religionſeems now negrer extinRion, than our 
quarrels about it. 


CHAP. XVL 


A Survey of the Gauſes of Diſputes; Fourthly, 
Paſſup. 


FOURTH grand contributer to our 
diflentions is Paſſion, which being by 

God and nature placed in a ſubſerviency 

to reaſon, when it quits its proper {ation and 
aſſumes empire, it muſt needs diſorder and fſub- 
vert not only the State of the Mzzd, but of every 
tbing upon which it has an Influence. I (hail 
not here attempt any Phoſophical diſcourle et- 
ther of their xature or 2umber ; all that concerns 
the preſent enquiry falls under one of theſe two, 
our /ove, or our hate; and iscither Kindneſs and 
Prepoſſeſſion, or Spight and Prejudice : For the 
f:rſ# of theſe 'tis a thing which common expert- 
ence atteſts to be a moſt forcible corrupter of 
the underſtanding, which being by native right 
delign'd a Jaage, is by this interrupted 1n its 


o face, 
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office, not permitted to make thoſe impertial En- 
quiries, on which a right ſeztence ſhould be found. | 
ed: But ( asit fares ſometimes with Magiſtrates | 


in Popular inſurreQtions ) forced to give counte- 


natice to its own violation, toown not its proper | 


fative dictates, but ſuch as are preſented to it, 


by the prejudicate Phancy. And as it thus lays | 
reſtraint upon the ſuperiour part of the Mind, keeps | 


the underſtanding in fetters, ſo ( tocomplete the 
inverſion ) it takes off all ties from the 77fertionr : 
Gives not only /icence, but 1ncztation to the other 
Paſſions to take their freeſt range, to at with 
the utmoſt impetuoſity. And ſure there can no- 
thing more be requir'd, to render it a moſt apt #»- 
ſtrument of Tumult and Confuſion. Fer when 
every 9pinio» that is taken up, ſhall inſtead of 
reaſon and argument, arm it ſelf with heat and v10- 
lence, there can be no end of contending. And 
the truth of this is, God knows, too fadly diſcer- 
nible in our Charch- controverfies, which derive a 
oreat deal of their warmth and bitterneff from this 
Fountatn. 

OF this prepoſſeffion there are two Sorts, 
the one relating ro Detrine, the other to Pey- 
fons ; by the firft I mean not a ſober conſtancy to 
thoſe principles which being firft imbibed by 
education, are afrerwards retain'd upon Judgment, 
but arr eager renacity of Opinions, not fo much 
upon Truth or Evidence, as upon a confus'd irra- 
tional kindneſſ; a Platonick love of fome Do- 
frines merely for rhemſetves, and then making 
them the [?andards, by which all others are to be 

| meaſured : 
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meaſured: And this kind of Prepoſſefſion is no 
Stranger in the world, there being multitudes of 
men, who aſſert opinions with all imaginable ve- 
hemence, who can give no better ground of it, 
but becauſe they like them: And as the wiſer ſort 
chuſe a Tenet, becauſe 'tis right, fo theſe con- 
clude 'tis 72ght, becauſe they have choſen it. , And 
having thus enamour'd themſelves of their Hele- 
2a, they expect all ſhould adore, nor can he eſcape 
the note of Prophaneneſs that refuſes. By this ab- 
ſurd partiality it is, that ſome dofrines, which 
would themſelves ill abide the Teff, are become 
the Touch-ffoxe both of Dofrines and Men, and 
no Opinion or Perſon ſancified which bears not 


| thisimpreſs. I need not ſtand to give inſtances, 


either of the Dofrines or the unhappy i»fluence 
this eſpouſing of them has had on our difſentions ; 
bur indeed this kind of Prepoſſeſion is oftentimes 
the conſequent of another ; and this great venera- 
tion of fome Opinions is founded in the reverence 
of their Authors. Men take up a confidence of 
the /earning or ſenitity of a Perſon, and then all 
his »otions are received implicitly, ſtrictly embra- 
ced, but not ſo much as ſlightly examined, 
and this admiration of mens Perſons, has in all 
ages been of huge miſchief to the Church, has 
nurſt up private Phancies into ſolemn publick Ef 
rors, and given an unhappy perpetuity to many 
Heterodox opinions, which would elſe have expr 
red with their firſf propugners. This ſeems to 
have been foreſeen by S. Paul, when he lo ear- 
neſtly exhorts the Corinthiazs againſt the aſcri- 

bisg 
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ing their Faith to their ſeveral reſpeQive Teach- 


| 


ers : But ſureI am, 'twas ſadly experimented by | 


the ſucceeding Chriſtians, who owed many of their 
diviſions toit. A pregnant inftance hereof was 


the eMillexnium, which in ſpight of its improba- | 
bility prevail'd /ozg, and almoſt #niverſally againſt | 
the T74th upon the ſtrength of Authority, Papias | 
a holy man and Scholar of S. John, having deli- | 
vered it, the efteem of his Perſon canoniz d his | 


miſtake, and men choſe rather to admit a doZFrine, 
whoſe unagreeableneſs to the Goſpel Oeconomy 
rendred it {uſpicious, than think an Apoſtolick man 


could ſeduce chem. And the force of this is yet | 
more conſiderable, when 'tis remembred that it | 
found proſe/ytes, not only among the Vulgar, who | 


are commonly flexible to any new Impreſſion, 
but among thoſe of a 4igher rank, men that were 


lights jn their generation: Fuſtin Martyr and Ire- | 
n2w having own'd the Opinion, and intimated it | 
to have been received by many others no leſs Or- | 
thed)x; and if ſuch a ſeduction could prevail, fo | 
early in thoſe purer times, before mens intereſts | 


or ſpleen were adopted into their Religion, and 


begot voluntary errors, if I ſay the mere reputa- | 


zion of a Teacher was then ſingly fo operative; 


'e cannot wonder at its efficacy in conjunction 


waih thoſe auxiliaries, which worſer times have 


brought in. What concurrence of thoſe there | 


was 1n the [ſeveral Hereſtes, which after infeſted 
the Church, Tſhall not now examine, but 'tis vi- 


Gble that many ofthem grew confiderable,chiefly | 
from the /:: of their Authors ; thus Tatianm up: | 


ON 
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on the credit of being Fuſtin Martyr's dilciple, 
had an advantage to diſſeminate his errors, and 
not only his, but thoſe of Orize», Apollinaris and 
Novatw, gain'd abettors from the reputed Orcho- 
doxy of the Perſons that propos'd them, who ha- 
ving aſſerted the Faith in ſome points, were quali- 
fied the more proſperouſly to oppoſe it in others. 
NOR has it been only the miſhap of elder 
times to have felt the miſchiefs of ſuch prepoſle(- 
ſion ; the diſeaſe has ſtill advanced, and every day 
improved in worſe efe&,by how much men have 
more degenerated from primitive integrity; fothat 
the eafie Proſelyte is now in danger, not only from 
the nine bur the treachery of his guide, and 
is often led our of the common road, as thieves 
draw paſſengers-into by-ways for the better oppor- 
tunity of robbing them : But 'tis not my preſent 


' buſineſs to ſend Hue and cry after them, to exa- 


mine what the intentions of thoſe /cadersare,who 
miſguide their tractable admiring followers : 'tis 
enough for my purpoſe to obſerve, that thoſe 
who ſodeliver up themſelves in a blind aſſent to 
the dictates of any man, are in his power to be 
abuſed by him if he pleaſes: I ſhall leave it to 
others, to eſtimate the provabzlity that they ſhall 
not be actually ſo: But certainly this may be laid, 
that theſe /ater ages have beyond all the former gi- 
ven Opportunities of ſeducing to any that will uſe 
them. The one eſtabliſhr Doctrine of znfallibi- 
lity among the Romaniſts is eminent for its propri- 
ety that way, while under pretence of ſu-:1/{ou 
to ſomething they call I»4//zb/e, 't1s — 

tne 
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the faith of the ignorant Vulgar reſolves it ſelf | 


into that which they acknowledge moſt fallible ; 


v_—————_—_— 


the Dorine of their immediate Teachers. But | 


indeed take it at the beſt, ſuch a perſwaſion is not 
only an error in it (elf, and an apt foundation for 
1nanumerable others, but it neceſſarily renders 
them incorrigible; the leaſt retractgtion of a mi- 
fake being lo inconliſtent with the claim of »fal- 
libility, that while they retain the oze, they muſt 
neyer attempt the other, nor can they ceaſe tq 


Erre, till they confeſs it poſſible they may do fo. 


How much more than poſſible that has been, the 
many Innovations of that Church ſufficiently 
witneſs; and conſequently the danger of preſuy- 
ming upon the unerrableneſs of a guide. But 
would all that «pbraid it there, were themſelves 


ſecure from it, and that many did not in their pra- 


Rice tranſcribe that decried dofFrine, and that 
too with the improvement of worle circumſtances. 


I muſt call them worſe, by how much the probabz- | 


lities of Erring are greater under the extempora- 


ry condut of a Private perſon, than the fixt rules | 


of a community, and by how much again the vo- 
luntary enſlaving my ſelf is more exculeleſs, than 
that which the principles of my Profeſſion, and 
conſequently a ſeeming obligation of Conſcience 
expoſes me to. And asto the matter of Fac, I 
think 'tis evident enough, that the admzratizn of 
mens Perſons is a ſpreading diſeaſe that has over- 
run Chriſtendom ; and though a great part of it 
inveigh againſt :mplicit faith, yet it it be through- 
ly ſcanned, 'twill appear 'tis rather the objec? —_ 

ene 
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the a we differ about. He that vehemently op- 
poſes that homage to the Conc/ave, will yet tame» 
ly pay it toa Claſis : and he that refules. it there, 
yields it to the Votes of a Congregational Church ; 
or if he hold out againſt that too, yet chules to 
himſelf ſome privare Teacher on which to caſt it: 
Like Micah, Fudg.16. Makes him a Teraphim and 
4 Prieft too, for his private uſe ; and then confi- 
dently conſults his Orac/e, and has nothing ro do 
but believe its 7eſonſes. Nay, that which makes 
the matter yet more {adly ridiculous, is that the 
yery Oppoſition to eve Ulſurpation makes them 
deliver themſelves up to ano:her. How many, 
when they have heard a Preacher rail fiercely ax 
the Pope, have preſently made him zheirs, and 
ſuppoſing that Zeal an indication of 4 ſafe guide, 
have given him as abſolute 4 rule of their Conlct- 
ences, as that he exclaim'd againſt ( perhaps En- 
vied ) elſewhere? And the like inſtances mighr 
be given among our other difſenting parties. And 
this has taught ſome Seducers a lucky artifice, 
made them obſerve to what opinions their Proſe- 
lytes had the greateſt averſion, and by comply- 
ing with their azger ſo ſteal away their love, that 
they might after lead them to what they p/cas'd, 
yea,perhaps tothat which they ſo much deteſted : 
For there want not examples} of ſome, who have 
by back ways been brought to thoſe Opinions, 
which at firſt they moſt dehed. What have been 
the attempts or ſucceſs of the Emiſſaries of Rowe 
this way, I ſhall not pronounce, though ſome 
(not improbably ) ſpeak them greaz. 


FROM 
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FROM this blind and paſſionate eſteem of ſe | 
veral Teachers have flowed many pernicious conſes | 
quents, particularly thoſe diſtin Appellations, 


[ 
| 


which form differences into Sets, many of which ' 


expreſly own this original, by bearing the names | 
of their firſ# Authors, I might here put them in | 
mind, that they are illegittmate perſons, whom | 
our Law dire&s to write with an a//as, and ask 
them, Whether the Church from their ſuperinduced 
name, has not cauſe ſo to repute them. But Iam 
ſure I may with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs ſay, that 
this pra7ice is to the great v:v/atzion of Chriſtian 
unity, and reproach of Chriſtian profeſſion, 
which ſeems to be abandon'd and diſown'd by us, 
who inſtead of denominating our ſelves from 7he | 
Author and finiſher of our Faith, find out wew Pa- | 
trons, as if we were aſham'd of our firff Relation, 
Alas, how is thetitle of Chriſtian, which was (o 
gloriow tothe Primitive owners, that they gladly 
bought the occaſion of boaſting it with Torments 
and Death, become fo deſpicable to vs, that every 
| the obſcureſt name is courted to ſupplant it! 
Have any of our ldo/ized readers bought their in- 
tereſt in us ſo dear as Chriſt has done, why then 
are we rather ambitious to be accounted their de- 
pendents than his? Tis the Apoſtles own argu- 
ment, 1 Coy, x. 13. when he refutes their fatious 
entituling themſelves to Pau/and Apollo, 8c. by 
asking them if Pal were crucified for them: And 
indeed he there ſays ſo much upon this point, that 
Inced only refer the Reader thither to learn, er 
ther the »wnreaſonablenefſſ of this Schiſmatical _ 
or 


ont, a. 
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for our ſeveral Teachers, or the inevitable gonter- 
tions and animeſuties which ſpring from it ; only 
ler me obſerve, that every of his Arguments are 


| . more preſſing upon #-, than on the Corinthians ; 


thoſe taken trom the unreaſonableneſs ſure are, by 
how much the zames we lo adore are leſs vene- 
rable than thoſe of Par and Cephas and Apollo ; and 
thoſe from the conſequences are ſo allo. For 
thole Teachers were induſtrious to prevezt, 
whereas ours commonly are no leſs buſie to pre- 
mote contentions on their behalf, and (o we arz 
more aſcertain'd never to want them. | 
BUT belide this {izder prepoſſefiion towards 
ſome mens perſons, there is another of a diflerent 
nature, a ſiniſter one, I mean prejudice and diſ-. 
guſt ; and thu has done no leſs harm in Ecclelia- 
{tical affairs than the former. Men take up piques 
and aiſpleaſares at others, and then every openzor 
of the diſliked perſon muſt partake of his faze, and 
be engaged in the quarrel : Nor will thoſe that are 
enemies everallow one another the honour of be- 
ing inthe right: Nay, ſome have been fo per- 
verſly malicioms, that they have given up their 
underſtandings to their ſpleen, forſaken an Opini- 
on themſelves approved, only that they might 
find matter of conteſt with one they maligned. A 
memorable inſtance of this Socrates gives in his 
Eccl. Hiſt. in Theophilus, Biſhop of Alexandria, 
who having formerly atteſted the Orthodox be- 
lief, that God was incorporeal ; yet upon a ſud- 
den indignation againſt DVzoſcorm and his brethren, 
who maintained the Tener, he embraced the con- 
B b trary 
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before near expiring, and might as Socrates af 


firms, have lain in the duſt, had it not been thus} 


awakend. And indeed in Church-ſtory ſcarce 
any thing occurs more frequently than-examples 
of thole, who upon private grudges have cither 
begun or fomented Hereſies and Schiſms. Thus 
Marcion being denied the Communion of the Ro 
-an Church, having before by a ſcandalows crime 
been cut off from his own, he reveng'd himſelf 
by publiſhing his dezeftable dofFrine : In like man- 
ner /Miletins upon a diſpleaſure at Peter Biſhop of 
Alexandria, firſt ſeparated from the Church, and 
after took part with the 4rians : So allo Lucifer 
incenſed at Erſebirs for not approving of his 
Electing Paulus to the See of Antioch, broke 
Communion, and gave both riſe and denomina- 
:i0n toanew Sed, Thelike is ſaid of Apollinaris, 
that he was excited to the broaching his Hereſi 
by his impatience of the Excommuanication in: 
flicted on him and his Father, by Theoaotus Biſhop 
of Laoazcea; and (everal others might be given 


to the ſame purpoſe, out of the Records of thole 
firſt Ages. 

AND certainly the World ſeems not to have 
ſo much improved in meeknefi fiance, as that we 


(hould think the ſame prizciple is not fill as 


ative; 
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ative; and ifthe Task were not more envious 
than hard, many recent inſtances might be given 
ro Parallel the former, eſpecially ot ſuch as ha- 
ving juſtly ſmarted #»der the ſtroke of Ezclefiaſti- 
cal diſcipline, have ſought to revenge themſelves 
both o- it and the inflictors, by Factions and Tu: 
mults; ſo making the publick at once cloak the 
Infamy, and bear the charge of their particular 
rancours. But this is a Subject neither grateful not 
neceflary to be more diſftinaly ſpoken to. One 
may however tn the general ſay, that where theſe 
private Animoſities are any thing v//ext, they 
uſually beat down all Conſideration of publick 
good, Hiſtorians obſerve of Themiſtocles, that he 
always thwarted the Counlels of Ariftides, not 
that he thought it the Intereſt of the Commons 
wealth, but his own, to keep down the growing re- 
putation of his Competitor: And fear that envi- 
ous artifice has been too often tranſcrib'd, as well 
in Eccleſiaſtick, as in Civil Tranſactions: No de- 
triment 1s thought ſo formidable to 4 malicious 
mind, as the proſperity of his Adverſary 5 and pub- 
lick Ruptures ſhall ſtill be allowed to widen, till 
they ſwallow up the whole, rather than he will 
clole with his Antagoniſt. The Hiftory of the 
Scottiſh Church gives ag appoſite Example of this 
in a »4ling Presbyter, who being by King James 
advisd with about the readmittiog Marquels 
Huntley, and preſt with the preſent exigencies of 
Church and State, which requir'd it, gave hts 
final anſwer in theſe terms. Well Sir, I ſee you re- 
ſolve to take Huntley in favour, if you do, 1 will op- 

Bb 2 poſe 


| 


376 Of the Cauſes of Diſputes; Chap.15 
poſe it, chuſe whether you will loſe him or m2, {or buiil 
Jou cannot have. yore may think tlic greateſi 
propriety of this inſtance lies to ſhew the 2»/olcnc; 
of that Tribe towards Majeſty; but howeve 
"tis not impertinent to the matter in hand al(o;| 


and ſhgws how light the greateſt publick concern; 


are, when zalzce is the counterpoize : And indeed 
the Naturaliſts experiment, that flame will no 
mingle with flame, never juſtifies it ſelf better 


than when applicd to minds thus accended,which 
however they may weet in mutual flaſhes, can 


never «xite and incorporate : The ſadnels of it is} 


that they ſhould only conſpire to common waſte 


. 


ng. 
THUS fatal have our ſeveral ſorts of prepoſ 


ſeſſions been to our Religion, for as if that were} 


the common Exemy, our moſt diſtant contrary 
Afﬀections, our /ove and our hate equally annoy 
it ; thoſe brutiſh parts of us our Paſfjons, which 
like the beaſts under the Law, were never to be 
brought into the Temple, but for ſacrifice, arc 
zow found there upon a far differing account, not 
to be laiz, but ador'd; like the ef gyprian Ifis and 
Oſyrs, enſhrin'd to receive our Devotions ; for 
that the Zeal we pretend elſewhere is really paid 
to them, is alas, too maniteſt, 


CHAP. 


tz0n, and make the Church it ſelf a barns offer} 
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ern Zeal, 


not! O theſe ſeveral cauſes of our diſtractions 
tterl we may add another, which though in its 
original it may ſeem more iznocent, yet is 


cag} inits conſequents no leſs pernicious, and that is a 
- is} miſtakes Zeal; which as it is fire to all abonr it, 
fat {os it wizd to it ſelf, fanns and irritates its own 
fer. flames, and by a confidence that it does well, ga- 
thers ft1ll treſh vigour to do wore. How great the 
of force of ſuch an Erroneous perſwaſion is, we may 
eret colle& from our Saviours premonition to his Dil- 
ary} ciples, when he tells them, that rhoſe who kill 
wy} them ſhould think they did God ſervice ; and if Mar- 
ch} der, and that of Ypoſtles too, could by the Ma- 
| gick of blind Zeal be ſo transform'd, we muſt not 
2re} wonder to find other Crimes ſo too. And what 
10t | Chriſt thus foretold was after eminently exempli- 
ad fied in S. Paul, whom the Holy Writ repreſents 
for | under all the Phraſes that may denote a virulenr 
id | perſecutor, as breathing out threatnings . and 
ſlaughter, making havock of the Church, and in 
his own words, Perſecuting that way unto the 
Death, and being exceedingly mad againſt them ; 
and all this he did being Zealous rowards God, 
and out of a perſwaſion that he ought to do many 
things contrary tothe name of Jeſs, as we find 
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in his po/ogte to his country-men and King Yer: 


AND ofthe bonem of thoſe Novel doctrines | 
which after-times produced, we have reaſon to 
think many were of this Sort, eſpecially in thoſe 


Hereſtes, which though they carried ſecret we- | 


zome 1n them, had yer a plaufe ible appearance of 


Sanity and Devotion ; ſuch was thar of the | 


Encratites, which ſeem'd to be founded in the 
veneration of two great Vertues Continence and 
Temperance, though by extending them beyond 
the due limits, they loſt that Sobrzery they too 
ſtrictly embraced, and became #-0rdinate in their 
Continence, and exce//jive 1n their Abſtinence: 
Such again were the Enchite or Meſſalians, who 
made the whole buſineſs not only of religion but 
even of life to conlilt in praying ; and though by 
it they evacuated all other ends of both, ' yer ha- 
ving the /ezter of a Precept, and the pretence of 
Devotion on their ſide, 'twas a proper bait for 
thoſe who had »uch Zeal and /:t1/e Knowledge. 
fn like manner the Nowarians Herelic had fo glo- 
rious an in{cription of Purity, as was very aptto 
attract well-meaning Souls; who ſeeing ir bid 
fuch expreſs defiance to Apoſtafie, could nor ſuf 
pe& that it was it ſelf any defetion from the 
faith; and accordingly ſome of that Sect ap- 
proved their conſtancy in times both of Heathen 
and 4riax perſecutions. Nor mult we be fo un: 
charitable tothe modern times, as not to believe 
many have acted upon the like Principles, and 
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meant touch and piety, even while they actually 
promoted 
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promoted the contrary. But how ſincere foever 
the purpoſes of ſuch ſeduced Perions were, yer 
'tis evident the Church has ſuffered no lels by 
them, than by the ore crafty deſigners : their m!ſ- 
guided piety has made as great and incurable Rup- 
tures, as the molt flagirious blaſphemies of others. 
And when a rent 15 once made, it matters: little, 
whether it were done by error or malice; nay, 
perhaps as to the hopes of repairing, the former 
may be the more deſperate: for whereas he that 
knowingly commits an Ill, has the Zpbraidings of 
his own Conſcience towards his reducing ; thele 
on the other fide have its Cheriſhings and Encou- 


:| razements, to confirm and animate them. And 


doubtleſs they are great advantages which Sarar 
has in all ages made of ſuch Perſons, whom he 
ſeems to havedeluded in the ſame manner, that 
Meaea 1s (aid to have done the daughters of Pe- 
lea, whom ſhe perſ[waded to hack their aged Fa- 
ther in pieces, in hope that by her Magzrcht, he 
ſhould not only- recover /fe but youth : fo theſe 
rend and tear their Mother the Church, out ofa 
hope no leſs deluſive, of reſtoring her priſtize 
beauty and vigour ; how far the event parallels it 
alſo, the dying ſtate of Chri/tianity does too ſadly 
teſtifie. | 

NOR has it only been the Heat of Erring 
perſons that has been thus miſchievous, bur ſome- 
times men of right judgments have too much con- 
tributed to the breach of Unity, and the intem- 
pcrate and imprudent Zeal of theſe bath ferv'd to 
exaſperate the miſtaking earzeſtneſiof the other : - 
Bb 4 this 


this happens ſametimes for want of diſtinguiſh- 


1ng between the Eſſentials and Circumſtantials of | 
Religion, and fo looking upon a miſtake in the | 


ater with the deteſtation proper only to the per- 
verting of the former; by this means thole who 


havecntirely embraced the ſame faith, have yet | 


violated charity and broken communion : ſuch 
ilight minute arferexces when manag'd by eager 
Spirits being eaſily blown up into folemn and 


laſling contentions ; ſo that the Diſputes raisd | 


abour ſome pix or nail of the Temple, have ſome- 
times ſhaken and endanger'd the whole Fabyrick, 
robbed the Church of that fraternal unity which 
was its faſteſt cement, and ſureſt (upport. Of 
this we need no'more apt inſtance from Antiquity 
than that which has been already mentioned upon 
another occaſion, I mean Vi#or's unbrother-like 
Heat towards the Eaſtern Churches in the cox- 


zroverſie about Eaſter, which had fomented that | 


Pifference into a Schiſm, which the meeker Pie- 
ty of his Predeceſſors thought no ground of «»- 
kindneſs, much lel(s of Separation, as Irexeus more 
at large telfs him ; And probably had men in all 
the ſucceeding Ages deliberately pozs'd the Er- 
rors they opposd,- and proportion'd their Diſ: 
pleaſure but tothe juſt weight of them, many of 
our diſþites would have been fo calm'd, that they 
ſhould never have become quarre/s. But many 
in this particular have only us'd the Toxch-ſtone, 
not the Scales: and ot Opinions that 'are er- 
roneous, conſider not which are more or leſs per- 
picious, but with an equal violence fly at all, as 


it 
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if the Stoical opinion concerning Sizs had pre- 
vail d in Errors alſo, and that all werereſolv'd to 
be of the ſame {ize. 

BUT even an thoſe of the higheſt kind ir may 
perhaps be doubted, whether roo eager an oppoſition 
have not ſometimes done hurt, eſpecially 1n thoſe 
Do&rines which relate to the myſterious parts of 
Religion, wherein a »ovelty is at firſt lookt upon 
with ſome horrour, and many are willing rather 
tO condemn ingrols than nicely to examine : Who 
yet when they find this done for them by Orrho- 
aox perſons, they think they may with ſuch a 
guide venture to wade into the queſtion, where 
many times the 7»ſ#zuarions of Error are fo ſub- 
tile, that all their Az:idotes ſecure them not from 
infection, but they are themſelves captivated 
where they expected only to 7riuwmph, Neither 
want there thole of the Fu/gar that are of a more 
zuſolent temper ; and out of a vanity of making 
themſelves Xmpires berween learned men, gree- 
dily read the writings of both Parties, who yet 
are able to make no ſolid judgment of either ; and 
when 'tis remembred how many popular artifices 
there are to byaſle ſuch perſons, we muſt con- 
feſs that Truth hath many to one Odas againſt 
her: Beſides, publick arguing oft ſerves not only 
to exalperate the minds, but to whet the Wits of 
Hereticks, and by ſhewing them the weak parts of 
their Docrines, prompts them to rally all their 
Sophiſtry to fortifie them, that what they want of 
truth and reaſon, may be ſupplied with fallacy and 
little colours; and Experience ſhews how = 
| | | tnat 
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that kind of Logick is accommodated to the 


greateſt part of the World. Ia ſhort, it ſeems | 


- not improbable, that many Hereſies owe much 
of their growth to the improper means of eradica- 
zing them: and have acquir'd a repntation from 


the tir that was made about them. Thus S#- | 


crates tells us that 4/exanders letters about the 
Artan Wereſie ſerv'd to (catter that peſtilent in- 
tection the more abroad, and combin'd men into 
partie, ſo that the whole wor/d4 became the 
Scene of that Jong Tragedy, which poſlibly 
might have had a ſhorter and better iſe, had not 
the _ of the Controverlie been 1o early di- 
ſperſt. 

'B OT if the Attempts of the Pez have often 
proved fo unfit, it may be conliderd whether 
thoſe of the ſword are not more fo, and fizhting 
be not a worle expedient than diÞ#tzng : and cer- 
tainly we have great reaſon to conclude ia the 
affirmative, if we weigh either the Injuſtice, or 
Unreaſonableneſs of it. I know there want not 
thoſe who have thought the propagating Reli- 
gion by Arms not only /awf#! but meritorious, and 
that in order to the p/antirg it in a Nation, the 
ſoil may be mellowed with the 4/oud of the Inha- 


bitants; nay, the o/a extirpated, and zew Colo- . 


nies planted. But we are to remember that as 
God is the »niverſal Monarch of the World, fo 
We have all the relation of fellow-ſubjes to 
him, and can pretend no farther juriſdition 
over each other, than what he has delegated to 
us: and {ure 'twould be hard to produce any com- 
miſſion 
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miſſion from him for the invading a Nation only 
becaule 'tis not of our Faith. *Tis ſure, thoſe ro 
whom he firſt entruſted the promulgating of the 
Goſpel had far different inſtruitions, and "twere 
fir our ew Evangeliſts ſhould ſhew their later 
anthority for this ſanguinary Method ; in order to 
which though ſome have made uſe of the Opin:- 
on of ſome Schoolmen, that dominion is founded 
in Grace, yet asthat is but an Opinion, ſo were 
it admitted as the molt certain Truth, it could 
never warrant any enterprize of this kind, for 
ſuppoſing that a people by wanting ſpiritual 
Bleſſings did loſe all their right to remporal, yet 
that Forfeiture muſt devolve only to the Su- 
preme Lord, and when as God in another caſe 
asks, where is the bill of divorce? Eſay 50. 1. 
ſo we may demand of theſe zealous Invaders, 
where 1s the bill of afſjpnment, by which that righr 
was transferr'd to them? In ſhort, peace is the 
moſt valuable bleffing of humane life, and we 
cannot without injuftice deprive man of it,though 
we could as we pretend, give them zr«th inlieu 

of it; for maugre the Proverb, that Exchange 
will till be robbery, where the parties are compell'd 
to make it. Bur alas, 'tisa vain imagination to 

think that Religion can be thus impos'd : or 

that we can bind the «underſtandings and wills of 

men, with the ſame fetters we do their boates ; 

'tis true indeed the Apoſtle tells us there 7s a way 

of bringing every thought into Captivity to the obe- 

dience of Chrift, but he tells us withal that the 

weapons, by which thar Victory is atchieved, «re 

Hot 
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ot Carnal, 2 Cor. 10.4, Indeed did Religion con- 
ſiſt only in ſome external conformities, external 
force might bear ſome proportion toit ( which 
perhaps 1s the cauſe that the one1s moſt us'd by 
thoſe whoſe religion is moſt eminent for the 
other ) but 'tis ſeated in thoſe faculties to which 
outward violence can have no acceſs. Alas, 'tisnot 
whole Armies can befiege my reaſon,nor Cannons 
batter my wil, *tis convidHion not force, that muſt 
induce Aﬀent ; and ſure the Logz/ck of a con- 
quering Sword has no great propriety that way ; 
Silexce indeed it may, but convince it cannot : Its 
efficacy rather lies on the other ſide, breeds 
averſion and abhorrence of that Religion, whoſe 
firſt addreſs is1n bloud and rapine : Nor do ſuch 
attempts gain any thing to the Cauſe but the #»- 
famy of thoſe rigours which are us'd to promote 
it. And ſure fince this piece of «- Mahumetan 
Zeal has been tranſplanted into Chriſtendom, it 
h:s been much more milchievous than 1n its na- 
tive foil. Chriſtianity having been intinitely 
more oppreſſed by thoſe that thus fought for it, 
than thoſe that were in Arms agaz»ſt it. Whe- 
ther upon this {core the Pope have not done her 
more harm than the Tur#, I leave to conliderati- 


ON 


BUT what is here (aid of the z:i/itary Sword, 
I intend not ſhould be applied to the Civil; for I 
treat not here of thole legal puniſhments, which 
eMagiftrates inflict upon their diſobedient Sub- 
jets; whoindeed may ju/tly, nay indeed mult e- 

_ ceſſarily require Conformity to Ecclefiaſtical laws, 
| | as 
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as well as the Givi/: the Eruptions in the one 
commonly over-flowing the other allo, and Schiſm 
uſually ending in Rebellion; lo that 'tis appa- 
rently their intereſt to guard themſelves from 
thoſe riotous effects of pretended zeal; nor is 
it leſs their duty, they being as the Ancients ex- 
preſs it, Cuſtodes utrinſque tabale ; in S. Panl's lan- 
guage, the miniſters of God, Row. 13. and in Con- 


ſtantines diale&, 'ETiozora regs 7% tw, Biſhops 


in the whole outward adminiſtration of the Church, 
and if Hereſie or Schiſm be a tz, are by their pla- 
ces obliged to approve themſelves avexgers; to 
execute wrath no leſs there, than in other cir- 
cumſtances : And that they are fins and of no 
ſmall bulk, none can doubt that obſerves Herefie 
ranked, Gal. 5. with Ido/atry, Witchcraft, Hatred, 
Murders, and other fins of the fleſh ; or Schiſns 
markt out by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, as a 
kind of perrifying crime, which induces that in- 
duration, to which the feartul: expeRation of 
wrath is conſequent, for ſo we find, Heb, 10. 26. 
that forſaking the aſſemblies is lookt on as previous 
to Ypoſtaſie and final defetion: And therefore 
ſure the Magiſtrate can do nothing kinder,even to 
the Offenders, than by taking their (in early, pre- 
vent that fatal growth of it. But that his juft 
power thus reſcued, I may ailume my former af- 
ſertion, and conclude, that all other Violences 
are {o far from advancing Chriſtianity, that chey 
extremely weakenand aiſadvartage it. | 
BUT ofno ſort is this more eminently true 
than of thoſe popular hears, where the People un- 
dertakes 
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dertakes to chaſtiſe error : for beſides that the out- 
rages then committed are very apt to avert men 
even from truths which they ſee ſo barbaroully | 
defended, it often happens that the mwltirude take | 
caunſleſi alarms, and think their Faith is invaded | 
when it is not. A memorable inſtance of this kind 
Enagrius gives in his Eccl, Hiſtory, where he tells 
us that the Emperor 4»a/taſius having added to 
the Tri/agium this Clauſe, W howas crucified for our 
Salvation, the whole City of Conſtantinople was in 
an uproar, upon an ignorant jealouſfie that thole 
words had ſome Heretical meaning ; in which fu- 
ry they happening tolight upon a poor filly Moxk, 
they immediately kill him as the Izvertor of that 
clauſe, and a coxfþrrer againſt the Trinity : So un- 
happily ablurd are the Tranſports of wild zeal, 
which where it rules, does belides the dire? miſ- 
chiefs of Tumult and Sedition create others at the 
rebound, which are more permanent, and difcom- 
pole and embitter mens ſpirits, and render them lo 
ambitioully greedy of quarrels tor their Religion, | 
that they are not only prepar'd to recerve, but to 
ſeek Encounters : and *tis too {ure they can never 
be wanting to perſons of ſuch tempers, ſince the 
adverſaries of Truth cannot have more advantage 
or Encouragement againſt it, than this axpeace- 
able humour of thoſe that protels ir. 

BY thele ſeveral ways has it come to pals, 
that even that zea! which ſhould be the /ife of 
Chriſtianity, is become its diſeaſe ; and Religion 
like a Hef:ick body is conſum'd by 1ts own heats, 
if at leaſt I may call thoſe its own, which de- 
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rive not from its proper and native conſtitution ; 
but are the accidents of its declining ſtate: for 
how confidently foever men prenounce of them- 
ſelves, and believe that they are then moſt prox, 
when they are moſt eager and wnquiet; yet 'tis 
ſure this is far removed from the true gens and 
temper of re/ig/0v, which like the God it wor- 
ſhips, makes its approaches, not in winds and 
Earthquakes, but in the till ſmall voice, 1 Kangs 
19.12. And when'tis conſider'd, that the greateſt 
part of the Evangelical Law is made up of precepts 
of Meckneſs, Long-ſuffering, and Condeſcenſi- 
on ; we mult conclude that Jea/ very prepoſterous, 
that pretends to obey by wz-/ating them ; or to 
eſtabliſh Religion by «»dermining the molt efſen- 
tial parts of it: and to perſons under that mi- 
ſtake, we may moſt properly apply the reproof gi- 
ven by Chriſt to his Diſciples upon the ſame oc- 
caſion, You know not what manner of Spirit you are of. 
IT will tizerefore become men to look with 
Fealouſie on themlelves in this particular ; not 
too confidently co purſue every Incitation which 
carries a ſhew of Piety; bur ſoberly to weigh 
how it agrees with the rules and Oeconomy of 
that Goſpel for which it pretends ſo much con- 
cern ; for though the 7rue Chriſtian Zeal can ne- 
ver be too much cheriſhed; yet alas, 'tis not 
every warmth we feel about Religion that can 
own that Title; and ſure wedo not more often, 
or more fatally miſtake any thing than in apply- 
ing that venerable ame to things of a far zfertor, 
nay ſometimes of a contrary nature. How often 
vpoOn 
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upon this Error, have men aſcrib'd that to their 
piety which they owed to their complextons, aud 


thought 'twas their re/zg/9z made them Earneſt; | 


when twas merely their coſtitution : Nay, how 
often has Saraz taken this advantage of trans 
forming himſelf into an Arge! of light, and inlinu- 
ating his illuſions under this diſguiſe. And truly 
they mult {ti]] be liable ro both theſe deceits, (o 
long as they place the eſſence of Chriſtian zeal in 
heat and eagerneſs. 'Tis true indeed it has its heats, 
but actuated in a far different way ; it has flames 
.of Love, not of Azzer ; to melt, not conſume our 
Enemies; and makes us apter to pour out out 
own bloud a Sacrifice to Truth than that of gainſay- 
ers. Inthort, if it bea Fire, 'tis that pare Ele- 
mental which the Peripateticks tall of, which is 
but of a moderate heat ; apt to cheriſh, not devour, 
AND would God men would lo far believe 
this, asto think there may be moderation, with- 
out the danger of Laodicean luke-warmueſi, and 
upon that ſuppoſition ſuffer themſelves to cool 
into a treatable Temper, and then I ſhould hum- 
bly offer to them theſe few Conſiderations. 
_ FIRST, thegreat and univerſal fall;b:1ity of 
humane Nature, which renders it not only pol- 
ſible that we ay, but certain that every one of 
us ſhall erre ig raking or other ; and this ſure 
1s very proper to perſwade lenity to thoſe whom 
we find actually erring, Tis the Apoſtles argu 
ment in the caſe of Sin, Gal. 6. 1, Brethren, if 4 
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, 
reſtore ſuch a one in the ſpirit of meekneſ), _— 
ww} 
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thy ſelf, leſt thog alſo be tempted, Where the com- 
mon Peccability of mankind is urged to induce 
Commileration and Gentlenefſs towards the Of- 
fenders; and ifthis be of force i» in, where the 
concurrence of the will renders the perſon more 
inexculable, it will ſurely hold much more in bare 
Error, which being purely involuntary, ( for rio- 
thing is properly Error farther than it is ſo) tis 
to be lookt on rather as the diſeaſe than crime of 
the Perſon: and fince we uſe not to exclaim 
againſt men for being ſick, but compaſſionately to 
endeavour their recovery, why ſhould we here uſe 
ſo much a contrary method? 'Tis true indeed, 'tis 
neceſſary ſometimes in order to the Cure, and 
ſometimes for preventing the i»fefFton of others, 
todo ſome things #neaſic to the Patient; and whar 
tends regularly to either of thele Ends, may in 
this caſealſo be Charitably done, by thoſe that 
have Authority : but that differs as far from our 
uſual ſeverities, as the /ancings of a Phyſician do 
from the wounds of an Adverlary ; or publick Di- 
ſcipline from private Spleen. So that notwith- 
ſtanding this, we may reſume our coxc/afion and in- 
fer from the Errablenefſof our Nature, the reaſon- 
ablenefs of compaſſion to the ſeduced. And as it thus 
prompts us to look gently upon others, ſoalſo to 
reflect impertially upon our ſelves ; and conſider 
how poſſible it is, that even whilſt we condemn 
others, we may indeed be in the wrong, and then 
all the Inveives we make at their ſ#ppoſed Er- 
rors, fall back with a rebounded force upon our 
own real ones. If fhis OW were butadyerted 


— 
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to, it would make us leſs poſitive and Dogmaticll| 
1n our opinions, and ſo conſequently 'take away! 
one main ground of contention :: for though we! 
often quarrel abour matters, whichare indeed but! 
conjettural, yer not till we efteem them orherw!ſe; 
and when we conſider how many mea have vehe- 
mently believed «pparert falſhoods, it may well! 
allay our confidences 1n all thoſe caſes, where we; 
have not ſome firmer ground than our own ( or inf 
deed'any humane ) judgmert to build on it. 


AS for thoſe who have the ſureſt grounds 


Perſwaſion, and by their ſecurity of being then: 
ſelves-1n the Truth, have the more reaſoz to beear 
neſt in propagating it to others: let them in the 
ſecond place conſider how neceſſary 'tis to chuſe 
appropriate means to that good end, without which 
they do but undermine themſelves, and defeat 
their own 4zms.” Indeed Prudence is not only: 
Moral, but Chriſtian Virtue ; and ſuch as is necel- 
fary to the conſtituting of all others : without it 
Devotion degenerates into Superſtition, Libera 
liry into Profulenel(s, and this of. Zeal becomes 
only a Pious kind of Phrenſie. And of Perſons fo 
poſſeſt God may ſay as Achiſh did of David, 
1 Sam. 21.15. have | need of mad men ? No ſurt, 
the defence of Truth 1s too noble 4 cauſe to be ſo mi 
naged ; its Champions are nor like men in a fray to 
make every thing a weapon that they can firſ 
ſnatch up,and lay on as chance or fury guides, but 
are deliberately to conſult che propereſt expedt 
ents, uſe not only force but Srratagem againſt the 


Enemy, & yet withal to take care that while = 
oppoſe 
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oppoſe one, another gain not advantage : For alas, 
'tis indifferent to our grand Adverſary, by which of 
his temptations we fall, and if by fubverting the 
faith of ſome, he ſhipwrack the charity of others, 
he has his exa, and triumphs at once both over 

the ſpeculative and pradtick part of our Religion. 
AND this may induce a farther conliderati- 
on,and prompt us to examine what degree of guilt 
lies on thoſe who either out of a blind, or raſh 
zeal havegiven him this advantage. And here 
though I cannot doubt, but God makes great allow- 
ances tothe miſcarriages of fincere intentions, yet 
perhaps we have carvd more liberally. to our 
ſelves than he deſigns us,and prefume our Security 
greater than in truth it is. For how innocent ſoever 
a good purpoſe may make our Error, yet 'tis a pri- 
viledge beyond all poſſibility of grant, that our 
fins ſhould be ſo alſo; therefore if our Miſper- 
{waſions beget wicked practice, we may be ac- 
countable for the one, though not for the other. 
We find indeed S. Paulalledges his iznorance, as 
the Cauſe of his finding mercy, for his perſecu- 
ting the Church, but we are to remember what 
that mercy he there refers to is; not that of abſc* 
lation, but converſion: and had he reſiſted the 
later, though with never fo full a perſwaſion of 
his doing well init, I much doubr whether his 
good meaning would have ſecur'd him the for- 
mer ; So that all the encouragement, that Example 
can afford is, that God may probably do more for 
the reducing an erri”g than a malicious Perſecutor : 
And when 'tis conſidered that all the odds that 
Cc 2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt makes between him that does ill knowingh | 
and ig norantly,is in the number of Stripes : we muk; | 


reclolve our miflakes are no ſuch Amulets as totally | 


to ſecure us. And then whether our guilrs ſhall 
not ſwellin proportion to the #s we do, is a que 
ſtion that (ure can never be reſolved inthe negs | 
tive: forif a good zntention cannot alter the natur: 
of Sin, ſure ir can as little change their degree, or} 
make that of two Perſons equally miſtaken, the! 
eMarder of the one, ſhall not be a greater Crime 
than an #ntemperate ſpeech of the other. And up 
on this meaſure the accounts oferring zeal are like 
to riſe very high with many ; unleſs we can think 
Rebellion and Bloudſhed, Sacriledge and Schiſm,| 
with all that train of zealous Enormities to be 
light and trivial. | 

NOR will it at all legitimate theſe,or any other 
Crimes, though they ſhould happen to be con: 


mitted in the defence of Truth: Of this S. Peter is} 


a ready inſtance, who when to guard Him, who| 
was Truth itſelf, he had wz/ared the — 
of the Magiſtrate in wonnding an Officer ; Chri 

reprehends his raſhneſs, and inſtead of applaud- 
ing his zea/, upbraids his abſurdity, that could 
think his -zean aids confiderable to him, who} 
could command Legions of Angels to his reſcue. 
And ſure he is not ſo much more impotent in his 
glory, than he was in his exinanttion, as now to 
need our Ss to ſecure any of his coxcerns; and 
If S. Peter were thus check'd for »fing that Sword 
which he was a little before warn'd to 6«y, it muſt| 
ſure ſet an ill Charater upon thoſe 5#mulrum 
reforms 
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reformations, which have ſo much employed the 
zeal of later ages, to which there can never want 
2 concurrence of ſeveral great fins, the guilt 
whereof will (carce be wiped off, by their deſign'd 
ſubſerviency tro Truth ; what Degree of extenus- 
tion it may afford, is hard to pronounce, ſince we 
have no 7#/e to meaſure it by. But whatſoever it 
is, we are to remember, that it can belong only 
toſuch a Zeal as is purely religious, that mixes not 
with our Paſ/ions or Iztereſts; and therefore be- 
fore men be too forward to appropriate any Indul- 
gence of that kind, 'twill be neceſſary ro Exa- 
mine, whether no liniſter Adherent have vitiated 
that zztegrity of their purpoſe, to which alone it 
can ( even by their own award and ſentence ) ap- 
pertain. 

I HAVE inſiſted the more on th#, becauſe 
many are apt to aſcribe too unlimitedly to the 
Force of a good meaning, to think that 1s able to 
bear the ſtreſs of whatſoever Commiſſions they 
ſhall lay on ir ; and by thus preſuming on their 
Antidote, venture boldly on the deaalieft poiſons. 
Toſuch the foregoing gonliderations may be uſe- 
ful ; and by robbing them of that 1maginary Secu- 
rity, helpthem to a rea/ one, by making their good 
purpoſes the DireQor of good atFions, not the Ar 
pology for bad. This would make Religionlook 
conſonant toit ſelf, which now groans under the 
reproach of all thaſe Ills, that are ated under its 
Patronage ; and ſure to reſcue her from ſuch a 
ſcandal, is but a very moderate piece of compaſſion 2: 
Yet would God ſhe might obtain it even from 

| = Cc 3 thoſe 
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( 
thoſe who profeſs themſelves her greateſt Votaries; | \ 
But alas, 'tis one ſad circumſtance of her ruine, * ' 
that ſhe ows it to ſuch; that thoſe Weapons | *' 
which thould defend her, thus recoilinto her Bow- | * 
els, and zeal ſhould do her more miſchief than | * 
prophaneneſſ; for while the is bur ſcoffed at by | | 
that, ſhe is wounded by this : nor are thoſe wounds | * 
everlike to cloſe, till our Zeal grow more balſa- | 
mick, partake of thoſe healing qualities of Love | 
and Meeknels, the Want whereof has rendred it 
ſo unhappily inſtrumental to our Diſtrations. | 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; Sixthh, 
lalepefs. 


: 1 T as thi over-attive humour has done | 
abundant Miſchief to the Church, ſo it is | 
obſervable, that the dirett contrary has 

done as much ; nay, which is yet ſtranger, the one 

1s frequently the product of the other, and our 
£00 bufie zeal ſprings from our too great Idlenef, 
How much ſoever this may ſound. like Paradox, 
yet both reaſon and experience atteſt the Truth of | 
it ; for we are to conſider that God has put an 
adtive principle 1ntv-man, which 'tis impoſſible lo 
to ſuppreſs, as that there ſhall be a total ceſſation 
from motion : And therefore every intermitting of 
ſober, regular a&iogs, makes way for wild Extra- 
vagant ones; foras nature is faid fo vehemently 

to abhor vacuity, that the very inanimate bodies 
Pg OS _ _ would 
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would forſake their ſpecitick motions to prevent 
it: So when the zz7zd is Empty, when it has no 
worthy and profitable fpecu/atior to entertain it, 
every the molt improper and pretcrnatural Object 
offers it ſelf, and importunately crouds in to fill 
the vacuum. This ſeems to have been well under- 
ſtood, hou ill applied by. Pharach, when he 
thought the [/rae/izes propoſal of Travelling into 
the Wilderneſs to their Devotions, was the Ef- 
fect of their too great leiſure at home ; and there- 
fore encreaſes their zasks as the propereſt way of 
diverting their defigz : and inlike manner we find 
thole that treat of Polzticks, 1nfilt upon the necefſi- 
ty of keeping the People bufie, in order to which 
it is, that they mention the uſe of Mathematicks 
and other contemplative Sciences, to entertain 
the a&7ive fpirtts of a Nation, in demonſtrating of 
Problemes, ſolving Phenomena's, and drawing 
Schemes and Diagrams, who elſe would be pra- 
Riſing upon the Government, making new Idea's 
and Platforms for the Common-wealth : and doubt- 
leſs there is parity of reaſon in the Eccleliaſtick 
State, which would have been at more peace, had 
ſome men found themſelves other aiverſtons. 

AND this is confirm'd to us by experiment 
and obſervation of Event; for it we look into the 
Primitive times, we ſhall find that when: there 
was a neceſſity of defending the commer. faith 
againſt Heatheniſm, when Chriſtians were em- 
ployed in writing apologies and vindications, there 
were much fewer of thele :nteftine debates ( at leaſt 
ſuch as were Met aphyſical and purely Notional ) 
Cc4 they 
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they had their hands full of the foreign Exemy and | 


bad the leſs temptation to jangle among them | 
ſelves. Soalſo when they were under the greateſt | 


ſtorms of perſecution, when the Church was moſt 


violently affaulted from without, it had the grea- | 


teſt Calm within. They were then inceſſantly em- 
ployed, and buſied their Thoughts in preparing 
for the fiery trial. Thoſe cloudy days made them 
keep cloſe at home waiting for the Bridegrooms 
coming, and ſuffer'd them not to wander abroad 
for thoſe unprofirable Curioſities, which though 
like O#/ they might nouriſh flame, yet would ne- 
ver furniſh their Lamps, or gain them admiſſion 
tothe wedding ; bur inthe intervals, and eſpeci- 
ally after the total ceſſation of their calamity, 
when their Peace had taken them off their /z3- 
lance, then while they ſlept, the Envious man 
had adyantage to ſow his Tares. Reſt made them 
zale, Idleneſs made them curiow, and Curioſity 
contentious ; and thoſe who under the Tyranny of 
a Nero or Domitian were in perfet harmony, un- 
der the gentle pious regiment of a Conſtantine, 
grew to the greateſt diſcord ; and perhaps ( be- 
{des the Divine and extraordinary ſupports the 
Church had in her greateſt conflitts ) this may be 
one of the beſt natural accounts, how ſhe came to 
fouriſh moſt under her hegvieſt preſſures. 
' BUT our oþſervation ends not here, for be- 
ſides this extraordinary importunity of thoughts, 
which perſecuting times occafion'd, Chriſtianity 
is in its frame and conſtitution an ative Scare, 
has its ſtanding buſineſs, and belides all accide#rat, 
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a Series of determinate, conſtant employments, ſuffi- 
cient toentertain mens minds: from which we 
may infer, that when this is throughly adverted 
to, there will be few chaſms of Time to be filled 
with foreign impertinencies. And this gives a clear 
account how our diviſions have come to grow up- 
on us, namely, by the 'Negle& of prattick duties, 
for as every age degenerated more from Primitive 
piety,{o they advanced farther in nice exquiries and 
new opinions ; and as the zeal of pradtice grew cool, 
ſo that of diſpute gathered heat and vigour. So that 
if we conſider how far our good works fall ſhort of 
the firſt Chriſtians, we need not wonder toſee our 
controverſies ſo far exceed them ; that Time which 
was gain'd from the oxe, being employed in ham- 
mering and forging the other. I do not forget thar 
I have before ranked this diverſiox of Chriſtian 
Practice among the efe#s of our Contentions, 
and foreſee it may be thought very inartificial 
here, . to make it the cauſe allo : But alas, its con- 
cern in themis ſoextravagantly great, as to have 
at once the relation of Child and Parent, to be 
both Root and Branch, Fountain and Stream, and 
like a czrcle unites in it ſelf Beginning and End: 
For as it firſt gave 437th to our quarrels, lo it final- 
ly receives encreaſe from them. In ſhort, our oſci- 
tant /azy piety gave vacancy for them, & they wall 
now lend none back again for more ative duty. 
And as this »eg/e# of our general calling of Chri- 
ſtianity has been thus pernicious, ſo have the il 
effets thereof been improved by the like ill atten- 
dance on our particular ones. We find S. = 
| taKecs 
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takes notice, that the younger widows, who deſer- 


ted their own Eccleſiaſtical Office,grew buſic-bodjes | 


in the Secular affairs of others ; and ſure we ma 

with truth 1nvert the note, and obſerve that thoſe, 
who cither deſert or negle& their Secular Cal- 
lings, are the molt pernicioully weadling in Eccle- 
ſialtick matters. Did men conſcientiouſly employ 
themſelves in their hozeſt occupations, their Minds 
would be ſufficiently diverted, and it. would not 


become the work of Artificers to make new 


Schemes of Doctrines or diſcipline; Divinity 
would not then pals the Yard and Loom, the Forge 
and 4zvil, nor Preaching be taken in as an eaſfier 
ſupplementary Trade,. by thole that difliked the 
pains of their own. But all this alas, we have ſeen 
to the equal ſhame and detriment of Piety. Me- 
chanicks of all lorts have prelum'd to teach what 
themſelves never /earnt ; and thoſe that ſervd long 
Apprentihips to other Crafts,have become Divines 
in a moment, and with the ſame emulous induſtry 
wherewith they us'd to invent new faſhtons, have 
made new Relizions. And as Idleneſs has thus 
made {ome Preachers, (0 it has made more hearers, 
thoſe whoeither by the caſinef/ of their Callings, 
or their {light managery of them, have had the 
moſt vacazt time, have been the apteſt to run at- 
ter ew Teachers : Hence it is that Towns and Ci- 
ties have been the great nurſeries of Faction,the let 


_ ſure of Shop-men making them more inguifiriue 


after,and receptive of Novelties. And were that 
over-grown zeal of Sermons, . which has now de- 
vour'd all other parts of Religion, among that 
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ſort of men throughly ſcanned, we ſhould find 
Idlenels goes very far in its compoſition; for be- 
ſides that Hearing is the moſt /azy of all religious 
Offices, as appears by the undi/turb'd fleeps men 
can take at-Sermons ; it is manifeſt this inſatiate 
appetite of 1t, 1s originally founded either in the 
not having buſineſs, or not atteading toit. For 
ſhould I ask fuch men, whether if neceſſity had en- 
forc'd S. Paut's rule upon them, that without their 
labour they ſhould not ear, they would have ſpent 
their whole week at Le##sres,and truſted to be fed 
by the Ear. TI believe few could pretend to have 
begun with ſo exorbitant a zeal, though the truth 
is 1n the iſſue it ſometimes arrivesto it; and men 
that have ztching ears forget the reſt of the boay, 
whilſt to gratife them, they totally neglect all 
care of their Secular concerns, and bring Them- 
ſelves and Families to want and beggary. 

NOR isitonly this oze 74zk of Perlons whom 
Idleneſs has betrayed to faction, Servants we have 
frequently ſeen under the ſame Seducement, 
while either having bur /iz:/e work, or but /itt/e 
diligence in it, they have found time to liſten after 
novel doftrines, with which being once tainted, 
they impatiently thirſt after more, and neglect- 
ing the duties of their place, ſpend their #me, 
which by compa is their Maſters ( and can with 
no more juſtice be purloin'd from him than his 
goods ) in following fat#ious Teachers, who 1n- 
ſtrut them ſo in their Chriſtian /iberty, that 
they bring them to defie all ſubjefFion : And by 


telling them they are to call no man Maſter upon 
Earth, 
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Earth, that they are to own no King nor Prieſt 
but Chri/# ; teach them to contema all Authority, 
Domeſtick, Civil, or Eccleſiaſtich. 


I F welook farther into famzlies, we ſhall find | 


alſo that many of our She zealots become fo upon 
the very lame ground, when V omen neglet that 
which S. Paul aſſigns them as their proper Buſj- 
neſs, the guiding of the houſe, their Zeal is at once 
the produit and excuſe of their Idlene(s; and in 
fpight of the i Charatter the Wiſe man has ſet on 
her, whoſe feet abide not in her houſe, Prov, 7. 11, 
it becomes the mark of a Saint, when a Lecture 
or Conventicle is taken in the way : And though 
theſe feminine Irregularities may ſeem to be of no 
great concern to the publick, yer experience con- 
Vinces the contrary ; it having been the «»happy 
privileaze of that Sex ( as ancient as their Mother 
Eve ) tobe able todo great and important #:iſ- 
chiefs ; and doubtleſs many men may give the ſame 
account of their Schiſm and Sedition, that Adam 
did of his firſt ſin, The woman that thou gaveſt me, 


&c. This has always been well underſtood by Se- | 


aucers, who have found it the moſt compendious 
way to their deſigns, to lead captive ſilly women, 
and make them the D«ck-coys to their whole Fa- 
mily : Buteven thoſe who have miſt of this influ- 
ence over the minas of their Husbands, have yet 
| had itover their Purſes, and out of them ſuppor- 
red the Rabbzes of the Fation; who in gratitude 
to thoſe wiſe /bigazls give their Husbands the 
title, and perhaps with them the fate of Nabal, 
And God knows, how many men haye thus __ 
mage 
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made contributers to the ca#ſe they have moſt de- 
teſted, maintain'd that fire which thoſe ixcendiaries 
have.kindled in the Holy place ; Morey being no 
leſs the fizews of Eccleſiaſtical than Secular W ay. 

T HUS weſee how the Id/zneff even of the 
moſt inconſiderable perſons has at the rebound. 
been extremely perniciows to the Church, which 
like a Clock or Watch may be dilorder'd by the r«ſ# 
of the leaſt Pin; how much more then, by that 
of the main wheels and ſprings ? If Negligence in 
lay-callings have though bur an oblique, yet ſo in- 
auſpicious an Influence, the like Neglect in Ecc/e- 
fiaſtick muſt needs have a worle, becauſe more 
immediate and diret. And would to God we 
could ſay this had been. wanting to the complete- 
ing the miſchief : But alas, many of thoſe who are 
called to labour in the Lords Vineyard, ſeem to 
have forgot their Errand, and ſtand there all the 
day Ia/e (a much worle ſight than to have ſeen 
them ſo only in the eMarker-place ; ) fo that Ifear 
there is too evident ground of ſaying, that the 
ſlight execution of the Paſtoral Office, has been 
one of the moſt eminent Contributers to our di- 
ſtracions. And among all the parts of that Charge, 
none has been more generally, or more pernici- 
ouſly neglected than that of Catechizing ; the want 
whereof has left People ſo unbottom'd, that like 
a houſe built on the ſand, every Wind of Doctrine 
blows down that Faith which they only profeſt, 
but underſtood not. This is that which has made 
ſo many «nffable Souls, as S. Peter obſerves, 
2 Pet, 2, 14. tobethe proper prey of Deceivers. 

And 
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And God knows, we may from ſad' experiment 
confirm the note. I wiſh the ſame. reg/igexce do 
not again evidence it ſelf by the ſame effects : But 
beſides:this, which is part of the Publick Miniſtry, 
(and deſervedly 1s fo,':being uſeful to the, whole 
Church, the aged as well as children ) there are 
private Intercourles between Paſtor and People 
which are of great uſe, would: God they were ' of 
equal praifice : We know a careful Shepherd does 
not only turn his flock into a common. Paſtare, and 
then thmk he has done his work, but.does with a 
particular advertence obſerve the &briving of eve- 
ry one of them, takes notice of their ſingle ray- 
#ngs and diſeaſes, and accordingly applies himſelf 
to reduce or cure them;::and ſurely the like care 
15 full as neceſlary in the'fpirirual. Shepherd ; 'tis 
not the coarſe! which is promiſcuouſly diſpenied 
ina Sermon. (and whereof 'tis odds every man 
takes that which is leaſt proper for him) that will 
do theb»/iveſſ: Converts come not in now as in 
Saint Peter's days, inthrongs and ſhoals, a more 
diſtin& and particular application is now necefſa- 
ry ; men mult be treated with apart,their particu- 
lar wants diſcern'd, and applications accordingly 
made of inſtruttions,reproof or comfort, and*tis thele 
appropriate Mea{cines, that are like to make ſound 
flocks. Had Miniſters generally beſtowed more 
pains this way, they might probably have fruſtra- 
ted the arrempts of Seducers, who could not fo 
ealily have inſinuated themſelves into the people, 
had they found them thus prepoſlſeſt : but while 
theſe with all the arts of a ſubtile z»d»/ry infuſe 

their 
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their poiſons into every one they meet, nothing 
bur the like diligence 1n adminiſtring Antiaotes, 15 
like ro countermine them. How much of that 
has been us'd I ſhall leave to the Conſciences of 
concern d perſons ro determine, But beſides the 
il influence the Paſtors negligence has on- the 
People, it has in reſpe& of rhemſelves an 1mme- 
diate propriety to the advancing our debates, the 


detſure which 15 thus acquir'd, being apt to betray 


ſpeculative prrſons, to the ſtudy of thoſe curious 


-queſtions,' which are the great di/turbers of our 


Peace ; and of thoſe that ſtudy them, fo few keep 
themſelves in neutrality, that parties are {till fo- 


mented by it: whereas were the pra#ticat buſineſs 


of their Charge throughly attended, the remain- 
der of time would not be mare'than the ay of the 
more ſolid, ulcful parts of Divinity would exaR, 
and conſequently there would no' ſ#rp/s be left 
for thole dangerous impertitencies, which, as the 
Apoſtle ſays, ſerve to no profit, but to the ſubver- 
ting of the hearers, 2 Tim.2. 14. But when our 
Watchmen ſleep, 'tisno marvel if they dream too, 
and entertain" themſelves and others with thoſe 
Phantaſtick notions, which the great day will ma- 
nifeſt to have had nothing of wezght and reality, 
beſides the Miſchiefs they wrought. 

AND indeed if we ſcan the vo/umes of thoſe 
vain Speculations, we. ſhall. have cauſe ro con- 
clude that Idleneſs has created as well as fomented 
them ; and they had as well wanted Authors as 
abettors, had men found themlelves more uſe- 
ful buſineſs: and that not only the extempo- 
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rary Chimera's of Fanaticks, but the more elabo- 


rate niceties of the Schools have been thus derived: 
we know Air poſſeſſes no place, where it firſt finds 
not a vacuity, nor could thole lighter notions have 
filled mens brains, had they found them propoſleſt 
with what was more ſe/id: but when men wan- 
ted more ſubſtantial work for their Underſtand- 
ings, they were fain to employ them thus.in ma- 
king Cob-webs, of which they have made a worſe 
ſort of Jewiſh veil in the Sanctuary, and have now 
involved the Gofpel in greater Obſcuritics, than 
the Law was before: whence our Bezaleels and 
Aholjabs have been inſpir'd for this work I ſhall 
not determine3 but ſure not from him whoſe 
Character S. John gives us ( 1n peculiar reference 
to Goſpel-revelation ) that he « light, axd in him 
& xo darkneſi at all, 1 Joh. 1. 5. 
THUS weſeeeven ldleneff wants not its ope- 
ration ; but is productive of great and miſchievous 
effefts ; it being the unhappy property of that Vice, 
_ that it ſ#pp/arts it (elf, and by a fatal 4ntiperiſta- 
fis makes men pernicioully «ive: fo that we 
may truly ſay ffo:h has made more Buſineſs than i»- 
auſtry. 1am ſurein this inſtance 1t. has cut out 
work for many ages, though of ſuch a kind, that 
we have little reaſon to wiſh that our Lord at his 
coming thould find us ſo dozng : yer for ought now 
appears, our atFivity is ſo wholly bent that way, 
that 'tis like to be the oz/y, at leaft the moſt intenſe 
buſineſi we (hall be found at. 
I MIGHT here take a very apt occaſion to 
declaim againſt Idlenels, as the unhappy foun- 
tain 
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tain of ſo great milchiefs, but that is a vc that 
has been fo often 47razzn d, that TI need not repeat 
thoſe charges which all Authors, Natural, Mccal 
and Divine have laid againſt ir. Let but this of its 
being the Original ot /a&#:0 be acded, and there 
can be nothing wanting to render it a molt da-ge- 
r0s crime : yea, and a molt m0»ſtrous one too, that 
operates thus pretcrnaturaliy, that frcezes and 
yet zZxflames mel; at once, ſrupifies and enmrages © 
And yet alas, there 1s as m.ch riddle in us fare as 
Its ature; "tis hazea, and yet «braced ; generally 
decried, and yet as gencrally cheriſhed: and 
though it have no aawvocates has many frienas, 
Would God men would ar latt be aſhamed ro be 
what they are aſham'd to own, and by a diligent 
attendance on their proper bulinels, ſecure them- 
ſelves firſt trom doing orhing, and then from do- 
ing el; rhe one being fo clole an Attendant on 
the other, that tis (carce pofſible to lever them. 
And God knows the Church finds too ſad proot 
of their connexion : Idleneſſhaving ſerv'd as ſhes 
to Keep alive thar fire which has ſer her 1n com> 
buſtiov. Thus unhappily p«ſzve is ſhe in our 
diſorders, and acceſſary to all our Guilts and Pu- 
niſhments: All our peccant þx:0u75 concur to her 
diſeaſe, and like a common mark ſhe receives 4r- 
rows from all Quarters, we have (ren how many 
Contributers there are to her 7«z-,every one where- 
of witha wanton cruelty (like { #ſar's nurderers) 
are ambitious to inflict xew wounds, and to give 
her Swpernumerary deaths; and whilft the is thus 
furrounded with 4ſſa{ines, what cag we _— 
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but that her preſent /ang#ihinzs ſhould end in 
death; that Chriſtian Religion now crumbled 
into ſo many minute fraitions, ſhould like duſt be 
ſcatter'd, and irrecoverably diſſipated ; and thus 
iofallibly it muſt be, if either God do net miracu- 
louſly countermine us, and do more for us than 
we can do againſt our ſelves, or we recover fo 
' much ſobriety, as to forbear to Maſſacre what we 
pretend to Love, and endeavour to bind up thoſe 
wonrnds, at which our own Souls are like to Ex- 
pire. 


CHAP. XIX. 


The Conclufion draws from all the Premiſſes. 
E have hitherto examin'd the ef- 
fefs and originals of our conten- 


V \ tions, and now the only re- 


maining Enquiry is concerning the ways of re- 
dreſs. And that will exa& no long diſquiſition. 
For as in diſeaſes 'tis ſaid, rhe knowing the cauſe 
is one half of the care; ſo more eſpecially is it 
| here, where the remedies are merely prive- 
tive, and weare not to be healed by external 
applications, but only by ſubſtraiting thoſe Hu- 
mors which feed the Malady : There will there- 
fore need no other preſcription than to adviſe 
the exterminating of all thoſe Paſſions and Tnte- 
reſts which have appear'd accefſary to our quar- 
rels, which though they are become the publick 

Epiae- 


| 


Chap.19. Ffromallthe Premiſes. 407 


Epidemick diſeaſe, yet as the infettion did, ſomuſt 
the cure ariſe from (ingle perſons : For as we look 
not 8 common Peftilence ſhould ceaſe without due 
care and manage both of the /ick and ſound: fo 
neither can this Church-plague ever abate, but by 
the cure, or fortifying its 7ndividual members, 

LET every man therefore who has any way 
made himlelt a Party to theſe conteſts, ſeriouſly 
:nterrogate his own heart ; what it is that has en- 
gag'd Himin them: if any of the ſiniſter motives 
betore rehearſt, ler him for a while ſhift the 
Scexe, and inſtead of accuſing others as Oppoſites 
to Truth, condemn himſelf as Enemy to Peace : 
remembring that how juſt or important ſoever rhE 
cauſe be, it 1s not ſo to him; whilſt he lerves his 
humors and deſigns under its covert. The Pht#- 
loſophers in their darker notions of Truth could yes 
diſcern, that fhe was not acceſſible to a»y who 
ſought her not purely for her ſelf, with ſincere 
and ſingle Intentions, and if ſhe entertain no P«- 
pils that are not fo qualihed, is it fit ſhe ſhould 
have Gaardians and Champions of a quite diſtant 
Temper ? No, he that undertakes the defence of 
Speculative Verity, muſt firſt poſſeſs himſelf of 
that prafFick Truth the Plalmiſt ſpeaks of, Pſal. 52. 
That #n the inward parts, ſuch a ſimplicity and 
integrity of Purpoſe, as may ſupplant ail thoſe 
indire&t Aims, purge out every prejudice and pal- 
ſion, which may byaſs and pervert him; and by 
that time he has done ths. 'tis odds but he will 
find a new face of affairs, and diicern thar many of 
thoſe things he fo tiercely contended about, were 
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either falſe or trivial; acquir'd their conſider able- 
eſi only from thoſe magnifying perſpeftives of his 
own Luſts,through which he viewed them. How- 
ever till he have thus denudated himſelf of all 
theſe encumbrazxces, he is utterly unqualified for 
theſe Lgontes; and how lawfully ſoever others 
may ſtrive, 'tis ſure he cannot, that does it upon lo 
unlawful grounds, and therefore upon paz of Io- 
ſing much more than a corruptible crown muſt 
withdraw himſelf. As for thoſe who can yet «cqui 
themſelves from having fomented our Diſtracti- 
ons, I ſhall not forbid them to look with great 
complacency upon it, but rather by conſidering 
how valuable a piece of Innocency it is, engage and 
encourage themſelves to preſerve it; and to that 


purpoſe, jealouſly to examine the firſt overtures of | 


a Temptation. When they find any prozeneſ to 
immerſe in Faction, any unwonted heat towards 
a Diſſenter, to trace it toits fourtain and original ; 
nicely to obſerve whether it iſſue not from ſome 
of thole exvenom'd ſprings forementioned, and 
make as much haſt to ſtop its current, as they 
would to impede the moſt overwhelming inundati- 
on ; for (uch'twill infallibly prove to thoſe who 
indulge to its courſe. But as a Turf will at firſt 
cloſe the breach, which negle&ed becomes the in- 
let of a mighty Torrent : ſo had this early vigilance 
been us'd, it might with eaſe have prevented 
thoſe Diſtempers in private Breaſts, from whence 
the general Confuſion has ſprung. As it is 
might but theſe two things be obtain'd, would 
but the. Guilty purge, and the innocent guard 
| them- 
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themſelves, we might yet hope to ſee an end of 
our Diſcords : not that I ſuppole it poſſible to 
extinguiſh all diverſity of Opinions among men, 
who from their differing faculties, and other guilt- 
leſs occurrents, may and will have their judgments 
ſeverally diſpos'd. But firſt, were all, who have 
ypon the former culpable motives enter'd the liſts, 
excluded, we ſhould find They would amount to 
ſuch a number, that there would be few /eft to 
maintain the Combate, Nay, ſecondly, were it nor 
for thole conceal'd inducements, there would ſcarce 
be any Gombate to maintain, thoſe are the things 
that convey the ing and malignity into our Dit- 
ferences, without thole we might diſſent, but 
not fall out ; and ſhould no more be angry to ſee 
another opine contrary to us, than we are to ſee 
him of a afferent ſtature, or complexion. In tine, let 
us pretend what we will, 'tis the Carnality with- 
iz, that railes all the Combuſtions withont : This 
is the great wheel to which the Clock ows its mo- 
tion, while the pretext of Truth and Piety is but 
like the hand, ſet indeed more con{picuoully, but 
directed wholly by the ſecret movings of the other. 
This, #his alone 1s it which creates and continues 
our broils, and by a monſtrous conjun&tion of 
Properties, 1s it ſelf both flame and fue! : Nor can 
we doubt that from hence ſpring thoſe railing 
accuſations, we bring one againſt another, it 
we remember what S. Fe tells us, that the Ange! 
brought them not even againſt the Devil himlelf, 
he could calmly manage a 4iþste with the moſt 


execrable and provoking adverſary, becauſe his 
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Angelick nature had none of that carnal leavers 
which ferments to the ſour3ng of ours, an evident 
Indication what 1t 15 that has rendred our argu- 
:ogs ſo invective that divinity ſeems now an Arti- 
fice to elude /aw by daily patronizing thoſe Libels, 
which would elſe be O>noxious to civil Faſtice, 
BUT Ipreſume there need no more be {aid to 
evince this, which has, | fear, the arteſtation of 
too many conſciences, to be generaliy doubred ; 
the greater 4:fficulty will be, ro perſwade the de- 
poſiting of thoſe /u/?s, which though they are con- 
teſtly the Boutefeaus among us, have yer byl 
know not what Faſcination fo endear'd them- 
ſelves, thar we tenaciouſly reta/n them in ſpight of 
all their appendent Mi[chiefs ; nay, we cher:ſh and 
fefter them, and for char very purpoſe bring them 
under the covert of Religion He that has bur a p«- 
ay vice, if heget it like Foaſh conceal'd and ſhel- 
ter'd inthe Sezyuary, 'twill not only /ve, but 
reign tO ; Put on a Port and Majeſty, and appear 
venerableupon the pretence of that Picty, whoſe 
Eſſence and Being it evacuates and undermines. 
INDEED fin neverarrivesatſoluxuriant a 
growth as when it roots in hallowed ground, which 
Satan {0 well knows, that he has ever been indu- 
ſtrious to p/azt it in that ſoil. Thus we find he had 
introduced the moſt 6rutiſh crimes into the religi- 
on of the Gexttles, interwovea them into their Sa- 
cred Rites and Myſteries, tiil virtue and vice had 
changed names, and it became piety to be Wick- 
ed, and profaneneſito be innocent. And when thar 
zryſs deceit became detected by Goppetlight,when 
he 
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he could not in the ſame manner obtrude upon 
Chriſtians, he yet found the way to do it more ob- 
liquely, and by ſtarting theſe religious quarrels, 
gaveat once employment and repuration to the 
moſt irreligious vices. For alas, what part of wild 
fury was there in the Heathen Bacchanals, which 
we have not ſeen Equall'd if not Exceeded by 
ſome intoxicated zealots ? Or what cruelty in their 
moſt barbarous rites, which has not been matchr 
by the 7humanity of diſſenting Chriſtians? So 
that upon a juſt ſcanning, all our {plendid pretence 
of Sandtity is but an eration of Gentile Impurity 
undera better name; and while we damn Heg- 
thens for their Moral virtues, We are yet fo ſtupid 
as to hope our (elvesto be ſaved by theirworſt v1ces, 

AND now who that does enough conſider can 
- think he can enough bewail this fad ſtate of af- 
fairs? That Chriſtianity ſhould thus our-run it 
ſelf, and bring us round to Gerti/iſm again, 
whilſt her profeſſors ridiculouſly contend for the 
7itle of the belt Chriſtians, by ſch a&ts as deno- 
minate them none at all. Thus have we inverted 
the fignificancy of that Sacred Name, and made it 
ſerve only to upbraid the contrariety of our pra- 
ice; fothat that which was once the Index to 
point out all Moral and Divine virtues, does now 
on the contrary mark out that part of the World, 
where leaſt of them reſide. This, this alone is the 
prize we have acquir'd with ſo much ſwear and 
bloud, this the Triumph we have brought to our 
Religion, which indeed could never have ſunk to 
fuch a defpicableneſs by = Endeavours but our 
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owns ; for lo long as Chriſtianity waged war only 
with forezz7 encmies ſhe never miſt to be viort- 
0s, but ſince thai thele entefiive diſcords have 
turn'd her torce againſt her ſelf, Bella geri placuit 
anllos habitura triumphos, there 1s no poſſibility of 
ſucceſs, the mere fight implies a defeat, and the 
fworas of all Parties meer in her bowels, *Twas a 
paſſionate expoſtularion thar Falia 15 ſaid to have 
us 'd with her two ons 4ntovire and Gerta, whole 
animoſities having prompted them to d:wide the 
Em ire, which they were joyntly ro have exoyed, 
ſhe askt them whether they would divide their 
Mother allo; implying how much their azſcoras 
had rackt and torn her. And ſure our common 
eMot/--r may make a yet ſadder complaint of her 
Sons, by w hoſe «akznd difſcntions ſhe 1s lo miſerably 
#:4-pled, that ſhe may cry out with the /'/:/22:ft, 
My foul # among Lions, and I the among the Chil- 
aren of menthat are ſet on fire, 

AND now ifamidſt all our_zmportunate pre- 
7excesto Piety, there be indeed any ſuch thing 
among us, methinks it ſhould give us ſome re- 
tentings, make us ſadly conſider ro what a deple- 
rable condition we have brought that very religion 
on which we profeſs to hang all our hopes; and 
would God thoſe who are the moſt nearly con- 
cerned in this Contemplation would purſue it to 
the utmoſt; let them on the one hand ſer the 
moſt glittering temptations to Diſcord, and on 
the other let them view the diſmal effects of it, and 
then conſider at how dear 4 rate they gratifie a 
te izpoent Paſſions, Canany man without Hor- 
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ror think that his z4irſ# of glory has brought 


diſhonour to his Religion, and conlequently to his 
God ; that his c#riow enquiries into things ſecret, 
has helpt to Evacuate the more #»ſeful things Re- 
vealed or in ſhort, that his parſ#ut of his vari- 
ous intereſts and appetites has deſtroyed what was 
ſo incomparably more valuable, the honoar of the 
Goſpel, the #»ity of the Church, and as many 
ſouls as have periſht by that ſcandal? *T was as 
infamous a CharaQter of #»humanity as the very 
Poets could feign of Diomedes, that he fed his hor- 


ſes with mans fleſh ; but alas, that barbarity is here 


infinitely out-done, when men nouriſh tar worſe 
bruits, their own unreaſonable /u/fs, with thoſe 
things that are moſt ſ«cred, Certainly were the 
vaſtneſs of this gailt throughly weighed, 'twould 
make men ſick of thoſe petty wretched acqueſts 
they have thus purchaſed, make them fling back 
this price of bloua, I lay not with the ſame deſpair, 
but with as great remorſe and deteſtation as Judas 
did the ſilver pieces for which he ſold his Maſter. 
"Tis ſure the crimes have too great an affinity, 
aSinall other circumſtances, ſo eſpecially in this, 
that as the one was, ſo the other zs moſt frequent- 
ly the Guilt of an Apoſtle, I mean of thoſe to 
whom Chriſt has committed the diſpenſing of 
that Goſpel which they thus evacuate, and doubt- 
leſs this is a conſideration of great enhanſemenr, 
as that which ſuperadds #reachery to all the. other 
peſtilent ingredients of the Crime ; 'tis the falſi- 


fyingthe moſt important zr»ſt, for under words 


of that ſignification we find the vice of the _ 
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ſtry every whererepreſented in Scripture, as Sze- 
wards, Ambaſſadors, Shepherds, and conlequent- 
ly the accounts of the fin muſt ſwell ſo much the 
higher. For a Steward to embez/e thoſe good he 
undertakes to 2anage ; an Ambaſſador to betray 
his Prince for whom he ſhould negorzare ; a Shep- 
herd ro worry that Flock which he is ſet to guard, 
theie are crimes thet double their maligaity from 
the quality ofthe Actors ; and yet this 1s undent- 
ably the Guilt of all thoſe whole profeſſion having 
devoted them to the Church, have impioully 
chang'd the Scene, and devoted the Church to 
them, ſerv'dall their mean degenerous ends upon 
her; and as Chirsrgions are ſaid fometimes to 
deil with profitable Patients, kept open, nay, 

widened her woxras for their own advantages. 
| T has becn the Prieſts Litany as ancient as 
Joels time, Spere thy people, Q Lord, and give not 
thine heritage to reproach but now alas, who ſhall 
prevail with them to dothat themſelves which 
they beg of God, to ſpare his people and his heri- 
tage ; to proſtitute them no more totheir own (i- 
niſter deſigns, nor by their vain and endleſs con- 
rentions, expole them as well to ruize as contempt, 
He were indeed a happy Orator that could ia this 
effecually intercede with them, though One 
would think the wonder ſhould lie on the other 
fide, and the only ſtrange thing be, that they 
ſhould either »cea or refit ſuch a ſolicitation, it 
being ſo much the concern of all that ought, as 
well upon the {core of advantage as duty, to be 
dear to them ; fothat the Church may molt aptly 
addrets 
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addreſs to theſe her Sons in the ſame form S. Paul 
does to the Philippians, when he conjures them to 
unity, Phzl.2.1. If therefore there be any conſolation 
in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of 
the Spirit if any bowels and mercies, fulfil you my Foy 
that you be like minded, And can it be poſſible for 
any who have taſted all or any of theſe, to think 
fit to wrangle them away ? to exchange thele di- 
vine irradiations, the Antepaſt and Emblem of 
Heaven, for thoſe bitter dſfentions, whoſe 4lpha 
and Omega, their original and end are Hell, and do 
as lively repreſent as they certainly lead to the 

horror and confuſion of that land of Darkneſs. 
BUT: ifſome mens appetites be ſo depraved, 
that they find more Melody 1n diſcord, than in 
the harmony of the Angelick Quires, yet even 
theſe can diſcern Mufick in a conſort of Plau- 
dites, and feldom mils to be affeted with thoſe 
Eulogies which are given themſelves; and there- 
fore though they disjoyn the Apoſtles motives, 
Phil. 4.8. and will do nothing for virtue, yet they 
may be preſum'd more conſiderate. of Praiſe : 
And God knows, ina wrong ſence they are too 
much ſo; and ſure, as we have already obſerved 
by it, have made no (mall contributions to our diſ- 
cords : yet did they meaſure Glory by its right and 
proper ſtandard, they would find they have all 
this while courted a /þadow, and that the ſabſtance 
will never be acquir d by being fomenters of pub- 
lick Miſchief ; but the unhappineſs of it is, that 
our Eccleſiaftick as our Secular Duellifts abuſe 
themſelves with falſe notions of Honour, novel 
Opinions 
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Opinions and ſubtile Queſtions they think atreſt 
the pregnancy and acutencfs of their Underſtand- 
ings, and give them 7epntation ; bur alas, how 
vain an imagination is this? Who admires the 
Sagacity of the Viper, that eats her way through 
her mothers bowels ? Or who reverences a man tor 
the ſharpneſs. of that, Sword wherewith he com- 
mits his Parr:iczde? Nay, what more infamous 
brands have Records of all ages ſtuck upon any, 
than choſe who were Ingenioſa/ſime nequam, . & fa- 
cundi malopublico, whous'd the beſt. Parts to the 
worlt Ends, and with the greateſt cunnjng and 

artifice have contrived their miſchiefs 2 
BU T could we abſtract from theſe pernicious 
effetts,. and [uppole that this exerciſe of their Fa- 
Cculties were nccent, yet ſure it would be too 
light and impertinent to become matter of praiſe. 
He that ſhould (ſpend all his Time in.ty:g incxtri- 
cable Kaots, only to baffle the Induſtry of thoſe 
that ſhould attempt to «loſe them, would ſure 
be thought not much to have ferv'd his generati- 
on. *Tis one of the certaineſt Eſtimates we can 
make of a man, to meaſure him by the exploy- 
ments hc chules, it thole be {izht and trifling, they 
| ſuggeſt the Perſon to have /ow thoyghts ; what an 
abatement of Majeſty was it thought in Nero to 
become a Fialer and Stage-player ? and Herodian 
tells us, that men hoped no longer for any thing 
princely from Commodzs the Emperor, when he 
had oncelifted himſelf among the Fencers, and 
inſtead of the magniticent /y/es of his Predecel- 
ſors, derived from the copgreſts of great and popu- 
lous 
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lous Nations, aſſumed This, The va :quiſher oj 4 
Thouſand Gladiators : And certainly 'tis no lets a 
deſcent and diminution for thoſe who were de- 
fgn'd by God for the higheft atchievemerts, the 
ſubduing the Kingdom of Satan, and pulling 
down his ſtrong holds, to devote thcm!clves co 
theſe ſo much iznobler contefts, and account their 
conqueſts, not from the number of Scx/; won to 
God, but of Oppoſers worlted in Argument. In- 
deed, as we before obſerv'd, they have now ren- 


| dred the Church a kind of Theatre, Diiputes are 


manag'd with ſuch Sleighr and Sophiltry, that at 
the beſt, the L:rigaxts do bur (er forth a ſhew of 


| Fencers: 'Twere well if they did not fomerimes 


play the Gladiators, by that wounding deadly 


| ſharpneſs they uſe, and twould be conſider'd 


what a change is now made: In the Primitive 
times, none that own'd any 7e/ation to the Church 
were allowed to. be fpedtators of thoſe Games, 
now That is made the Stage, and her ableft Per- 
ſons the 4&ors, But certainly 'tis very little to 
the reputation of thoſe who have ſo unworthily 
debaucht both it and themſelves; and therefore 
to all other diſſmaſives we may add this of the Uz- 
creditableneſi: For let men fancy what they 
pleaſe of the Glory acquir'd in theſe opportunities 
of ſhewing their parts, the beſt that can be ſaid 
of them is, that they wſe Wir fooliſhly. A character 
whereof the one part devours the other, and 
leaves not ſo much as a mourhful of that popular 
air which theſe Camelions gaip after. In a word, 
though vir glory be a principle I ſhall commend 
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tono man, yet 1n this caſe 'twere more tolerable 
ifit would work the right way, put them upon 
what were really praiſe-worthy, and then ture 
*<*would incline them rather to c/oſe than widen 
the breaches of Szo». To infli& wounds on an un- 
reliſting Patient, is a thing that requires neither 
courage nor skill; Every man can do that who has 
but 111 nature enough ; but to cre them is an a&t 
at once of 4r8 and Mercy,and entitles to the Praiſe 
of both: And therefore if any mans eaperzeff of 
Glory have made him over-ſ(ee the way to it, ler 
him now at laſt recover his wanarings, and feck 
it in this one only proper Method, 

BUT this is, Iconfeſs, a Topick of Perſwaſion 
fitter for Philoſophers than Divines, and I with] 
may have urg'd it impertinently ; it being much 
leſs ſhame for me to have done fo, than tor them 
to aced ſuch an Argument. There is another more 
genuine and proper, derived from the nature of 
aiſtributive Fuſtice, which requires a man to do his 
Utmoſt to repair the injuries he has done to any ; 
this is ſo ſtated a rule, that all our Caſuifts juſtly 
prels it in all caſes of damage : But are there not 
many of them, who while they fo eagerly aſlert 
that obligationin other mens caſes, do, as David 
did in the matter of the poor mans Lamb, ſevere- 
ly ſentence that injuſtice, whereof themſelves are 
more highly Guilty ? To every ſuch I would ſpeak 
in the words of Nathan,and fay,Thou art the May. 
Alas, ſhall every little zrifle T purloin from my 
Neighbour have wezghr enough to fink me tothe 
abyſſe? and ſhall zhefes of the greateſt — 
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the robbing God of his 4o-0ur, the Church nut 
only of her Parrimony, but her Peace, and the 
World of thoſe incſtimable benefits, which from 
an uniform conſonant Chriſtianity were to have 
beef tranſmitted to it; Shall thele, I ſay, be io 
flight and inconſiderable, as not to hinder his 
aſcent to the hill of the Lord ? Shall the leaſt v4c- 
lence I offer to the perlon of an enemy oblige me 
to ſatisfafFion, and ſhall tie rend and tear the boay 
of his Saviour ( who willingly expos'd his zazwrat 
body only in tenderneſs to that myſtica! one, 
which is thus violated ) and ſhall this criminous 
barbarity exa& no offers towards amends? Cer- 
tainly no man can have parrialzty enough to think 
it, and if he donot, he is to remember himſelf in- 
diſpenſibly engag'd to take the ſame courſe he pre- 
ſcribes to others, and with his utmoſt izasſtry en- 
deavour to repair the i»jury he has done. | 

AND O that we might ſee this ſo eſſential a 
piece of F«ſtice aſſum'd among us, that our imper- 
tinent ſtrifes might be ſuperſeded and all moul- 
ded into the one noble Emlation, who ſhall faſt- 
eſt unravel his own miſchiefs, and promote that 
peace he has hitherto diſturb'd. This indeed were 
worthy to be the united deſign of all learned men ; 
and were it once ſo, who knows how proſperous 
it might be: For though ſome ſingle attempts have 
miſcarried, yet probably one great cazſe why 
they do ſo, was becauſe they were fing/e. When 
one Perſon comes with pacifick arguments to 
part an enraged multitude, let his Reaſons be ne- 


ver ſoconvincing, they are not like to be much 


adyertcd 


advertedto; the only effett is, that he who de- 
ſgn'd himſelfthe common Friend, is taken as the 
common Enemy but where many aſlociate in 
ſuch a defign, and make a party for peace, their 
zumbers give a confiderablenels to their propoſal, 
and prepare for their ſ#ccefS. And were there ſuch 
a combination 1n order tothe Churches Quiet, it 
were more than poſſible they might undermine 
the contrary attempts of Faction and Diſcord. 

AN D why ſhould not every man be amb:tious 
to make one in this ſo pioms 4 confederacy, and re- 
ſolve moſt ſtudiouſly to endeavour the compoſing 
the Diſtractions of the Church, in which they 
may borrow ſomething of 2»ſtruttion even from 
their paſt guilts, and copy out their own ina«ſtry 
to this beter purpoſe. This 1s ſure; our 4iſ- 
p#tes had never {o multiplied, had there not been 
a great deal of unhappy diligence 1n nouriſhing the 
{ceds ofthem: Every controverted Tenet has been 
heightned and improved, till it have ſpawn'd a 
numerous brood, fo that thoſe who art firſt differ a, 
perhaps but in ſome few things, wrangle on, till 
at laſt they azree in fewer : Now were the like In- 
duſtry applied the other way, it might ſure do 
. much to the changing the whole Scene, If men 
would as nicely obſerve the Principles of agree- 
ment between diſſexting parties,and with as much 
Art and Care ſeek to dilate and ſpread them ; why 
might not they as much overwhelm our Differ- 
ences, as they have been overwhelmed by them ? 
'Tis ſure that thoſe Qniverſal 77uths, ro which 


all Parties aſſent, are, as the c/careſt tor their Evi- 
dence, 
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dence, ſo the moſt importane, for their Conſe- 
quence: And why ſhould not zheſe, if rightly 
managed, be a more enforcing motive to Unity, 
than the more ſingular opinions ( perhaps fancies ) 
of ſome men, can be to Diſcord? Certainly 
would but our Moſes's try what this rodof Godin 
their hand could do, they would find it able to de-. 
vour all hoſe of the Magicians. Would they like 
Bexhadad's Ambaſſadors, catch hold of every ami- 
cable expreſſion, any thing that looks towards 
Peace, and clole in with ir, they might probably 
lee Effets, beyond what can at a diſtance beex- 
pected. For ſure Peace isnot ſuch a dry Tree, ſuch 
a ſapleſs unfertile thing, bur that it might fruttifie 
and encreaſe as well as Diſcord, were there a juſt 
care taken tocheriſh and nouriſh it. 

INDEED this Delign is only the Amulct 
which can render it ſafe to look into controverſies, 
which are elſe apt to infuſe a kind of 4crimony, 
and vexome into mens ſpirits ; For we ſee many, 
whoſe curioſity at firſt brought them as uncon- 
cern'd fetFators, do within a while engage with 
all earneſtneſs in the conteft : but thoſe who ſtu- 
dy differences only with an aim of compoling 
them, theſe have their thoughts determin'd and 
fixt, and fo not left looſe to the enticements of 
any Party. Ariſtotle ſays that on the Hill O/m- 
pw: the Air is ſo ſubtil and piercing, that thoſe 
who aſcend thither, are forced to carry with them 
wet Spunges, by that moiſture ſomewhat toallay 
that extreme #exuity which other wiſe would be 
deadly; and ſure they that deal in ——_ 
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live innolels corrofive an 4ir, and therefore had 
need make the like proviſion, and carry with 
them this Pacifick purpoſe, 454 Lenitive and Emolt- 
lient againſt the intetious ſharpneſ they will there 

meet with. | 
AND now how bleſſed a thing were it, if 
we could once thus follow the things that make 
for Peace? that the numberleſi mutual enmities 
which are now among us, may all be reduced in- 
to 9ze, that we may hght not againſt ſzng/e Adaver- 
ſaries, but againſt ar it (elf, and contend 
againſt zothing but contention, And ſure our vi- 
Eory here were worth millions of thoſe petty 
conquelts wherewith men pleaſe themſelves, and 
which acquire them lo little of real advantage, 
that the ſame account which was given of Ortho 
and Vitellizs, that the war would ſwallow up the 
one, and the vi&ory the other, is too applicable 
toour combatants, who are like to be equally un- 
happy in defeat or ſuccefſS The Spartans had an 
Order that when any of their Generals had com- 
paſſed his Deſign by policy or treaty, he ſhould 
{acrifice an Oxe, but when by force and bloua- 
ſhea, a Cock only : from the diſtant values of 
which oblations, P/ztarch obſerves how much 
they preferr'd the Atchievements of calm and 
{ber counſels, before thoſe of ſtrength and power : 
but ſure the diſparity is more eminenr 1n the 
preſent inſtance, where if we fight we wonrd our 
Brethren, but if we «»#e we deſtroy our Enc- 
my ; baffleand circumvent Satars Maſter-ftrata- 
gem, and not only worſt but outwit him, —_ 
this 
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this and this only is worth our Induſtry, whereas 
thoſe /itle defeats we give cach other, are like 
zhoſe 1n a civil War, wherein the publick is ſill 
{ure to be a Loſer ; upon which conſideration the 
Romazs allowed not their Captains to triumph for 
ſuch ViRories 3 and ſure our Chriſtianity is very 


1ll beſtowed on us, if it have made us ſo much 


worſe natur'd, as to chuſe thoſe ruinous Con- 
queſts at home, before the moſt glorious and pro- 

fitable ones abroad, | 
'TWAS Abzer's admonition to Foab, whett 
he was in a hot purſuit of the Iſraelites, 2 Sam. 
2.26. Shall the ſword devour for ever? knoweſt 
thou not that it will be bitterneſs in the latter ena? 
And ſure *tis more than time for our Leaders to 
make the ſame refle&ion, and as Foab did there; 
call back the People from following their Bre- 
thren: Nay indeed, would they but attend, they 
might hear themſelves called back ; the great Cap- 
zain of their Salvation ſounding a retreat from 
theſe fatal skirmiſhes. Nezophon in the inſtitu- 
tion of Cyr tells us of one Chryſanthus, who int 
the heat of battel had his hand lift up to ſri#e an 
Enemy, but hearing in the very inſtant the 
Trumpet ſound a retreat, ſtopt his blow. A great 
ſobriety of courage ſo to ſhew more Zeal to the 
obeying his General, than the a7»97ing his Enemy ; 
and an Inſtance of much reproach to our Spiritual 
Combatants, who have ſhewed themſelves fo much 
worſe diſciplin'd, as in ſpight of daily repeated - 
calls to Peace, ftillto purſue their Hoftility : But 
ſure ſuch an z»ſo/ence 1s fo inconſiſtent with the 
Ee 2 pretence 
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pretence they make of fighting Gods Battels, that 
_ muſt either reforms the one, or diſclaim the 
other. 

AND now if after all that hath or can be 
ſaid of the obligation, neceſſity or advantages of 
Peace, we are put to the Plalmiſts Complaint, 
That there are ſtill thoſe that will make them ready 
ro battel: if men are of ſo untreatablea Temper, 
that nothing can be obtain'd of them 3 what re- 
mains for thoſe that are Peaceable and Faithful 
1o 1/rac/, but to bewail thoſe Miſchiefs they can- 
not reareſſ? If the Church muſt periſh, ar leaſt 
£0 give her Funeral-rites, and if they cannot 
Gueinch her flames, yet to bedew her aſhes with 
:16:r Fears, Tis true,we cannot yet ſay ſhe is quite 

.-:24; but though ſhe breaths yet in a few pious 
- -aceful Souls, yet like a Palſzed perſon, ſhe ſcarce 
--oves a Limb, ſhe wants vigour to aftuate the 
zenerality of her profeſſors, and remains rather a 
:runk than a body: and ſure if there be truth in that 
Phyſical Aphoriſm, which ſays, That diſeaſes 
which crofi the temper and conſtitution of the Patient 
are moſt dangerous; we may well conclude her 
aeſperate, there being nothing more repugnant 
tothe very Elements and Principles of her Be- 
ing, than thoſe contentions under which ſhe now 
YOANS, 

YET there is an omnipotent Power to whom 
no Difficulties are inſuperable, an «nerring Phyſi- 
c:1az who makes the moſt hopeleſs Diſeaſes, but 
the Triumph of his Art. O let us reſort to him, 
and 1avite his Aids in the ſame pathetick form» 

where- 
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wherewith he was ſolicited for Lazarns, Fo.11.3, 
Lord, behold ſhe whom thou loveſt is fick: She for 
whoſe ſake thou endureſt ſuch contradiction of 
ſinners againſt thy (elf, is now by the contradici- 
on of her own Children, languiſhing and ex- 
piring, ſhe for whom thou pouredit out zhy 


_ blogd, lies weltring in her own ; Lord, ſave or ſhe 


periſheth : Were {uch Petitions enforced and in- 
geminated by the daily breathings of humble de- 
vout hearts, who knows how prevalent they 
might be? In this ſenſe allo Heaven might ſut- 
fer violence; nor is there any better countermine 
to all che otrages ated upon Earth than by ma- 
king them thus reverberate in our cr/es and 

prayers. | 
AND perhaps th# Conſideration will draw 
us all, even the moſt peaceful of us into the guilt 
of a negative Acceffarinels to the preſent Mil- 
chiefs. There are divers that diſlike our conten- 
tions, and blame the abetrors ; but yer with ſuch 
Unconcern'dnels and Indifferency, as that where- 
with we commonly talk of the commbuſtions of for 
reign States, wherein we rather expreſs our 
Fudgment than our reſentments, and do make it 
more our 4:ſcourſe than our concern, And even 
of thoſe who have in ſome degree laid it to heart, 
who is there that has not been ſome way wanting 
inthe ardency, or frequency of his interceſſions ? 
Let every one ſeriouſly interrogate his own 
Heart,and I fear *twill witneſs to him,that his own 
private concerns are much apter to excite his de- 
votion, Let us remember with what pion and 
CHEE Ee 3  impor- 
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#mportunity we invoke God in our particular Exi- 
gents, and conſider whether we are equally af- 
tetcd with zhoſe of the Church : Haſt thou been 
like Hezekjah, ſick unto death? And haſt thou 
with him wept fore, and vehemently ſolicited a 
recovery? Has thy eſtate been invaded by Op- 
preſſion, thy fame by Slander and Detraction? 
And haſt thou with loud and earneſt cries, appeal- 
ed to that God to whom vengeance belongs ? Or haſt 
thou been 1a that condition which is proverbial 
jor ſetting men to their prayers? Haſt thou like 
Jonas been in a ſtorm, in minurely expetation of 
being ſwallowed up by the waves, if not the 
IFhale ; and in this Ecſtaſie of fear, when as thy 
foulwas, as the Plalmilt (peaks, ever melted away 
becauſe of the Trouble, halt cried unto the Lord, 
and even out-noisd the billows in thy clamorous 
1mportunitics for aid ? Haft thou in all, or any of 
thelc eſtates been thus affected for thy ſelf? Then 
remember whether thy reſcatments have been 
proportionable tor hat which is much better than 
thy (elf; If che no leſs imminent and preſſing da- 
_ gers of the Church, have nor as much awakened 
hy fervor, given astharp and piercing an «ccezt 
gothy Prayers, thou muſt needs confeſs, thou haſt 
fall'n ſhort of what thou ſhouldeſt and mighteſt 
have done towards her reſcue. | 

AND it this Inquiſition be :722partially made, 
who among us can plead ot guilty? And there- 
tore in retle&tions upon our paſt omiſſions, we 
are 72 juſtice oblig d to redouble our Zeal, to lay 
over again Cur Tepia heartleſs prayers, and in- 
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flame them with a Coa/ from the Altar ; an ear- 
neſt affectionate Concern for all that is holy, 
ſuch as may prompt us to cry, and that mightily 
toGod : Welce the Nieves could do it when 
there was no viſible approach of danger, but 
merely upon the preſage of a ſtranger Prophet, 
backr with the co-ſc:ouſnrſsof their own Guilt : 
I fear we more than equal them in the /a:ter Ma- 
tive, Iam ſure we far exceed them as to the for- 
mer. Themiſeries we are to deprecate being not 
only under denunciation and threat, but actually 
upon us, though withal ſo improveable, that at- 
terall the back Catalogue our Experience brings 
in, our Fears meet us with the bottomlefS Prophe- 
tick menace, Elay 5. 25. For all this his Anger ts 
not turn'd away, but his hand is ſtretched out ſtill, 
'Tis the uſual Oeconomy of divine Juſtice to 


make our Crimes our Puniſhment, and to give us 


up to thoſe ills, which were at firſt, our own ae- 
praved choice: and God knows we have too much 
realon to fear this may be our caſe: That we 
who have fo pervecrlly violated all the baxads of 
Unity, wantonly wrangled our ſelves out of all 
zncliaations to Peace, ſhould never be able to re- 
ſume them ; that all thoſe gextle breathings of 
Grace, by which exaſperated Paſſions are to be 
cool'd and tempered, thould be withdrawn, and 
we finally be given up to be diſfipated by thoſe 
Whirl-winds our felves have rais'd: That Chri- 
ſtianity which we have made the ſtale and Pro- 
perty to our irregular appetites, us'd only as fiz- 
feaves to hide our ſhame, ſhould wither and ſhrink 
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into nothing ; and that we who could not agree in 
what manner to rerain it, ſhould at laſt too well 
agree tO repomnce it. | 
'THIS alas, as it is the fearfulleft, lo 15s it 
the probableſt Iffue of our wild Contentions, ſuch 
as nothing but the miraculous EMuxes of divine 
Clemency can avert. Olet us with all the groavs 
and tears, ſodeplor'd a Condition exadts, addrels 
thither, importune the father of Mercies to pity 
«, who know not how to pity our ſelves, and 
that though we have caſt off al bowels, yet that 
we may fhnd them all concenter'd 2» him : that 
he will heal our woarads ; ' and which of all others 
& the moſt deſperate, our unwillingneſs to be heal- 
ed: that the Spirit of Peace may over-ſhadow us, 
and impreſs on us the dove-l;ke qualities of Meek- 
neſs-and Gentleneſs: that he would reſcue our 
Religion from our Profanation, not by taking /t 
from Us, - but by conforming w- to It: Finally 
that he would 'do'for us, not only above what we 
can 45k or think, but beyond what we would wiſh 
or chuſe, 'and not ſuffer us to acquire the Miſeries 
we ſo eagerly purſue. $54 ves. | 
- THIS alvine interpoſition alone is it that can 
_ poſſibly ſecure us, and indeed the ſuit amounts to 
no leſs, than that he will force upon us the Bleſ- 
ling we #efiſ#, and do us good againſt our wills, 
whichis ſo bold a requeſt, that they had need be 
more than ordinary Favourites that ſhall prefer 
it. - Thoſe hazas muſt be very pure,- that are lift 
upin ſuchan #nterceſſion : and therefore-all that 
undertake 4t are obliged to qualifie themſelves 
"SY for 
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for it, by purging out not only the /ever of Malice 
and Strite, but all other filthineff of the Fleſh and 
Spirit : without This, wecan never approve our 
ſelves to intercede 1n earneſt; for what can be 
more ridiculous than to deprecate the 7#ine of 
Chriſtianity by the contentions of other men; 
when our ſelves contrive it by ſome other vice of 
ourown? This isnot todefire it ſhould /zve, but 
that none but we ſhould &:{ it. Twill therefore 
concern thoſe who wiſh the Peace of the Church, 
toexamine whether they doas much project for 
her Parity; otherwiſe tis a mockery to pretend 
ſuch a jealows tenderneff for her. We have ſeen 
there are more ways than one, by which Chriſti- 
an practice may be evacuated, and it matters little 
from whence that Wind blows that ſhipwracks 
our Piety. Yet 'cis not to be denied that of all 
thoſe rempeſinows blaſts, this of our contentions is 
the rougheſt and moſt fatal. *'Tis indeed not a 
ſingle guſt, but an encounter and ſtrugling of fe- 
veral contrary winds ; and God knows no poerz- 
cal deſcription can out-do the horror of the ſtorms 
they have rais'd; yet for ought I diſcern, there 
isnothing that is leſs vulgarly accuſed, which I 
muſt account to the Reader, as the cauſe why I 
havedetain'd him fo long upon this Head ; and 
given ita /ength ſo unproportionable to the prece- 
ding parts of this Diſcourſe. | 
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The Clſe. 


E have zow ſeen the unhappy riddle 

of the Unchriſtianneſs of Chrifti- 

ans unfolded, have obſerv'd the 
Originals 42d Cauſes of That which is too wotorious to 
all the world in its Effects. And though in this curſory 
view the Reader 7s not to think he has any ſuch com- 
plete diſcovery, as ſhould ſuperſede his own farther 
1nquiſition, yet 4s it may ſerve ts awaken, ſo ſome- 
what to afſilt h#s Induſtry, give him ſome light and 
znſi2ht intothe wiles of Satan: and by branaing ſome 
of the chief of thoſe cheats which have robb'd us of 
oar Piety, prepare for the detettion of the whole 
Confederacy : iz the interim this Specimen may 
ſerve to ſtop his wonder at the ruinous eſtate of Chri- 
ſtianity, for though 'tis true that it was compacted of 
all the moſt 1ncorruptible materials. had all the har- 
mony of parts which the moſt exact Frame and Com- 
poſure could give it, and ſo was qualified both for 
ſtrength ard beauty, to have defied all the injuries 
of Time ; yet while ſhe has ſo many Underminers, 
"tis not ſtrange to ſee her in theduſt, there being no 
one of theſe, eſpecially that I laſt inſiſted 6n, which 
has not deſtruttive efficacy enough, firſt to deface, 
and then to xuine her. 

BUT #t is but an unprofitable acqueſt to know the 
Authors of our miſchiefs if we flop there, this enquiry 
being mater not of mere Curiolity, but of the near- 
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zot toall the native Defefts of thu dilcouric, add 
this accidental oze, that is ſhall be perfettly iraper- 
tinent ; 4 mere waſte of his Time and my own ; which 
it will icvitably prove, if it engage him not in an 
earneſt proſecution of #hoſe Delinquents 7 hath 
impeacht ; and in as earneſt an enaeavonr to repair 
the Miſchiefs they have wrought. 

I N ſhort, let every man depofit what he has here 
read, not with his Memory only, but hu conici- 
ence, let him there ſeriouſly peader the Excellea- 
cy of that holy. vocation, as S. Paul terms zt, 
Eph. 4. I. to which he is call'd: ad thez as ſe- 
riouſly conſider, whether he have, as the /poitle 
there exhorts, walked worthy of it ; 7f he fiad he 
have not ( as alas, who ts there that has? ) Let him 
ſearch out a4 the particulars, ſo the caules of his 
Miſcarriages : ailigently fiſt owt thoſe Fallacies 
of Satan, or his own heart; thoje ſly Deluſions 
which have made him att this prepoſterouſly a- 
gainſt all the Conviitions of common realon, natu- 
ral conſcience, or Chriſtian experience ;* and 
when he has aiſcovered, let him make no aclay to 
reſcue himſelf from their Treacheries, but manfully 
break thoſe withs.and cords ( which are too weak 
to hold any that will but in earneſt remember, he is 
« Nazarite, 4 Perſon conſecrate to God ) reſolute- 
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ty refift the inſidious careſſes of thoſe Dalilah's 
which will deltver not Himſelf onty, but the Ark to 
the Philiſtines. Ar js he to content himſelf with 
his own ſingle eſcape, but to propagate the delive- 
rance to as many as he can ; let him blazon and ſtig- 
matize thoſe Impoſtors ( for 'tis a combining with 
them to conceal them ) warn and caution others 
azainſt thoſe jugling Artifices, by which himſelf was 
entrapped, and make his own ſhip-wracks a Sea-mark 
for the ſecaring the courſe of other Paſſengers, This 
3s the Effet of Chriſts admonition 10 S.Peter, When 


thou art converted ſtrengthen thy brethren; 


and a piece of that Fraternal charity we all owe to 
every particular Soul, to whom we have opportunity 
70 diſpence it, | 
BUT beſides that private Obligation, it be- 
comes 4 auty upon 4 higher, and more publick ac- 
count, it being the only way to take off that Scandal 
we have brought upon oar Religion; which as it 
was not contratted by the irregularities of one or 
iwo perſons, but by aſſociated and common crimes ; 
fo neither will it be removed by a few fingle, and pri- 
vate Reformations; there muſt be combinations, 
«nd publick Contederacies iz Vertue, to balance 
and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or ſhe will never reco- 
wer that priſtine honour which ſhe acquired by the 
general Piety of her Profeſſors. In thoſe primitzve 
days there was ſuch an abhorrence of all that was 
111, that a vicious perſon was lokt on as 4 kind of 
Monſter or Prodigy, 4nd like a putrified Member 
cut off, as being not only dangerous, but noiſome 


tothe Boay : but alas, the Scene is ſo chang'd, that 
the 
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the Church is now made up of ſuch as ſhe would then 
have caſt out ; axd 'tis now as remarkable an Qccur- 
rent to find a good Chriſtian, as it was there to ſee 4 
bad : and fince every thing is eſtimated not according 
foits rare and caſual, but frequent uſual Operations, 
'tis eafie to conclude, that Chriſtianity has loſt as 
much in its Repute, as #t appears to have done 2n its 
Efficacy : nor will there be any way of repairing it, 
til We be generally rendred ſo malleable to its im- 
prefſions, that eur Lives may atteſt its Force aud 
Energy. 

NAY 3ndeed 'tis not only its honour, but its 
being 7s concers'd in it, attive Principles ceaſe to 
be whepx they ceaſe to aft. ou cannot hinder the 
fire to burn but by putting it out : and to ſupprels 
the Operation of our Religion is indeed toextinguiſh 
it ; at leaſt to deprive it of its proper and ſpecifick 
att : ſo that if it can be ſaid to be; 'tis only by that 
abuſe of ſpeech which calls a dead or painted man, 
a eMan: It may perhaps be a vizor for the Hypocrite, 
a Stale for the Ambitious, a waſh or tincture for 
the Covetous ; but where it is theſe, it ceaſes to be 
it ſelf. The eſſence and being of Chriſtianity is 
praſtice; and according to that Teſt and proof 
thereof, where almoſt can it be ſaid to Exiſt inthe 
world? We have indeed ſome images and ſhadows of 
it : Some have taken its picture, but the ſubſtance 
andſolid body is vaniſhea, reſolu'd into Air, and 
ſeems ſadly to have moraliz'd the poetick Fable of 
Sibylls being worn into 4 voice, we have turn'd it 
intoa mere noiſe and found ; ay, which is worſe, 
into an Echo, that flattering complying woice, 

which 
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which reverberates every mans own language tohim : 


Men dittate to their Religion, ana then will needs 
perſwade themſelves andothers, that their Religion 
dittates tothe, will have the rebounds of their 
own Fancy or Luſt paſi for Divine Oracles ; ſo ſub- 
orning this Aiery fantaſtics Chriſtianity to legitimate 
thoſe practices, which the real ſolid one forbids and 
EXCCTATES. 

TO this diſmal forlorn eſtate have we brought 
that which was deſigned to bring us to blifi, herein 
far exceeding the barbarity of the brutiſh Sodomites, 
they would have wiolated the Meſſengers of their 
ruine, but we thoſe of our ſafety : We having not 
only neelefted, but wilified and reproacht the Em- 
baſſie [ent us from Heaven, end inſtead of embra- 
cing that purity and peace it recommended tous, 
have done our Parts to make it forgotten that ever 
7t was ſent upon any ſuch Errand ; and indeed ſoit 
& like tobe, if ſome Heroick piety ao not revive its 
Memory, axd teach ns to record it not ſo much in our 
books a lives: There, and there only it will be unt- 
wverſally legible, there it would indeed appear, what 
it is in its owz nature, the power of God unto Sal- 
vation. | 
AND mowwhy ſhould we not all Emulouſly con- 
tend, who ſhall firſt put off that ugly vizor we have 
put upon onr Religion, and reſtore it to its native 
form? eſpecially confidering that with its Beauty 
we loſe its Dowry too; forfeit all thoſe glorious Re- 
wards which it promiſes to them that preſerve it ims 
maculate. *T:s only 4 pure ad undetiied Religi- 
on that will inveſt us in thoſe white robes, wherein 
| we 
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we are to follow the Lamb. And ſure thoſe who have 
here endeavoured to darken and extinguiſh all: the 
rays of Spiritual Light, that have lived as if they 
profeſt Chriſtianity merely in ſþight to defame 7t, 
muſt never hope it ſhall bring them to ſhine as the 
Sun in the Kingdom of their Father, or procure 
them the reward of blameleſs Souls, No, it promt- 
ſes no other Crown than that of Righteoulnels, and 
therefore they that want the Righteouſneſs muſt 
want the Crown alſo; Nay, beſides that ſo ineſtt- 
mable a Reverſion, they loſe all thoſe preſent Joys 
and (atisfactions which true Chriſtian prattice would 
afford them, and which both in reſpect of the intenſe- 
neſs 42d duration, infinitely exceed the moſt profule 
ſenſualities he World ever taſted. 

THESE are intereſts that are ſure Important 
enough, and yet we muſt be wooed to conſider them, 
nay, that does not prevail neither, but with a per- 
verſe Coyneſs we hold off; all the ſolicitations and 
importunate Calls of God are lookt upon a5 Artifices 
and Deſigns, as if he had ſome Ends of his own to 
ſerve upon us, and { as the Corinthians ſufpetfed 
S. Paul ) meant to make a pain of us; we treat with 
him as if he were the Perſon to be advantaged, and 
barter for Heaven with ſuch an Indifference, as if Tt 
would want Us more than Welt; never conſtaering 
that "tis impoſſible for him to have any other Con- 
cern, than that which bis Compaſſion to as creates, 
and the more earneſt «nd paſſionate That is, the 
more it ſhould excite our own care, it betng the Ex- 
tremeſt degree of perverſe Folly, to abandon and 
deſpiſe owr own Iapereſt mere'y Lecauſe a Friend or 

; Patron 
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Patroz conſiders 4nd prizes it. Ana this brand 
muſt lye upon every one of ws, who ſtill refuſe to diſcern 
the things that belong to our Peace, after God 
has done ſo much torenaer them x0t only vilible but 
attainable, 

WHAT ſhall I ſay more, but conclude with 
Chrifts paſſionate with, that we might in this our 
day, underſtand the things that belong to our 
Peace, and O that the Spirit of Peace and Light 
would deſcend among us, illuminate us with that true 
practical Wiſdom, which may convince us, that 
our Duty 4nd Intereſt are the ſame thing undey ſe- 
weral forms, and that while we impiouſly caſt off the 
one, we do as fooliſhly betray the other. That ſo 
thoſe ineſtimable advantages our Chriſtianity gives 
towards both, may not be thus maaly toft, ſerve only 
as 2 price in the hand of a Fool, who hath no 
heart to it, Prov. 179. And to this end let us hum- 
bly and earneſtly invoke the Father of lights, to illu- 
minate all choſe whom the God of this world hath 
blinded, that after he hath ſext into the world the 
Image of his own eternal brightneſfi, cauſed the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs ſo long to ſhine upon us, it may not 
ſerve only to involve us in that moit dreadful con- 
demnation, which awaits thoſe who love darkneſs 
more than light ; but that anſwering the purpoſe of 
our holy calling, walking as Children of light, we 
may vindicate that Chriſtian profeſſion which we 
have ſo acfamed, ſecure to our ſelves the light of 
Gods countenance here, and that of his glory 
hereafter. 
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TO THE READER. 


TT. is to be hoped that as this Treatiſe enter= 
I tain'd many; it has alſo had an effet much 
more deſirable, though leſs comprehenſive, to mend - 
and convince ſome. And whilſt it gave an account 
of the gemeral DECAY OF CHR1- 
STIAN PIE TY inthe Preſent Age ; has 
alſo invited a few at leaſt, to its purſuit and ſervice, 
Upon theſe hopes the Author has been perſwaded to 
add this ſhort Specimen of PRIVATE 
DE VOTION S, that if the ſober and con- 
fidering Reader ſhall at any time find bis heart 
roucht and ſoftned, he may have inreadinefs where- 


\| with to aftuate his holy flames, and aſsiſt bim in his 


addreſſes to the Throne of Grace, 


438 


— 


— 2 


PRIVATE DEVOTIONS 
Referring to the ſeveral parts of the before-going 
Treatiſe. 


BLESSED Lord, who art infinitely holy 

and happy in thy ſelf, and from whom alone 

we derive the poſſibilities of being either ; we 

proſtrate our ſelves: before thee, in an humble 

adoration of thy abundant goodneſs, and a juſt confuſion 
at our own deteſtible ingratirude ; we were aliens and ene- 
mies to thee by. our corrupt affetions, and ungodly —_ 
yet eyento us haſt thou been reconciled, nay bought the 
attonement with the precious bloud of thy dear Son : thou 
haſt ſerit him to be the propitiarion for our'ſins , and (which 
{+ no loſs mercy) ro be the ſubduer of rhem roo, ſehreſt 
im by his divine Example and admirable Precepts, to bleſs 
is in turdifg every one of us fromehis iniquities, Thou 
haſt giveh.us a Law ſo perfeR, ſo excellent, as renders our 
obediences their own reward, and yet ſuperaddeſt alſo ar 
eternal weight of glory to be its future retribution : and 
leſt otir-brutal temper ſhould not be attracted by all this, 
thou haſt hedg'd yp our way. with thorns, annext a preſent 
uneaſineſs, and ſubſequent danger to our deviations, ſo by 
the metiaces of Hell eſfaying to fright us into Heaven : and 
toaRuateandenliven all-theſe methods, thou 'addeſt the in- 
ternal aſfiſtances of thy Grace and Spirit ro excite us t0 
00d, to reſtrain and avert us from ill, and finally adyance 
Us to the meaſure of -the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chrift. 
And now, O Lord, aſter all theſe obligations, all theſe 
aids, what manner of perſons ought we to be, inall holy 
FAM | converſation 
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converſation and godlineſs? But alas, to our eterral re- 
proach, we have {ignaliz'd our ſelves by cortrary practice , 
J blaſphenvd that holy Name whereby we are call'd, and by 
> | ourecnormous lives, ſcandaliz'd our profefiion, and made 
| it as eminent for vice, as it ſhould have been ( :nd orce 
was ) for virtue, Our knowledge of thy will ſerves only 
ro inform us, wherein we may moſt oppoſe it; and while 
'o | wecall our ſelves Chriſtians, we commit ſuch things as are 
not ſo much as named among the Gentiles. Nay, O Lord, 
ſo little do we retain of the power of Godlineſs, that the 
greateſt part of Men have now caſt off the very form, deny 
ly | the Lord that bought them, trample upon all thar is facred , 
ne | andnot only think bur loudly ſay there is no God, Thus 
ve | inſtead of regulating our manners by our faith, we mod*1 
ple | our faith by our manners, and reap nothing by our Chriſti- 
on | anity, but the guilt of Apoitalie, ard the fearful expe&a- 
ne- | tion of that fiery indignation which awaits thoſe who haye 
5, thus trampled under foot the Son of God, and done de- 
he | ſpight to the Spirit of Grace, And now, O Loid, -when 
;0u | the foundations are caſt down, what can the righteous do ? 
ich | What counterpoiſe canthe groans and tears of thoſe few 
reſt | who mourn in Stoy be to ſuch general, ſuch daring impie- 
teſs | ties ? Yet, O God, thou baitin all ages ſtrangely conde- 
10u | ſcended to the interceſſion of thy Servants. O bow thy 
our | Heaven again and come down, and hear the prayers of 
an | thoſe who deſire tofear thy name ; and let them not only 
and | deliver their own Souls, but obtain mercy for this perverſe 
his, | generation, evenſuch a mighty grace as may yet reduce us. 
ſent | O thou who did(t at firſt call us out of Darkneſs into thy 
by | marvellous light, recal us now from that worſe darkneſs, 
and | wherein we haye involved our ſelves, put thy Laws a-new 
jn- | in our hearts, and write them in our minds : And after fo 
| to | many Years, ſo many Ages of being call'd Chriitians, let us 
nce | at laſt beginto be ſo. Revive, O Lord, that Primitive 
rift, | zeal and ſanity, which may purikie us co thy ſelf a peculi- 
iefe | ar people zealous of good works. And O thou bleſſed 
oly | Mediator, who prayedſt for thy fic Fruvitiers, intercede 
Ff2 alſo 
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alſo for us, who have under the name” of Diſciples cruciti- 
ed thee afreſh ; and though we have nothing to fay-for our 
ſclves, cannot pretend that we knew not what we did ; yet 


ler thy ſtripes and wounds, thy croſs and paſſion plead for | 


us. Thoudidſ{t once lead captivity captive, O ſtir up thy 
ltrength again, and let not Satan now triumph in thy ſpoils, 
and deſecrate thy Church which thou haſt purchaſed with 
thine own bloud, O let thy bleſſed Spirit breath again up- 


on us, that even theſe dry bones may live in thy ſight : let 


him ſo effeRtually convince and reprove, illuminate and ex- 
Cite us, that we may cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of 
Heſh and ſpirit, walk worthy of that holy vocation where- 
with we are called, and be capable of thoſe glorious re- 
wards which are prepar'd for thoſe who fight a good bght, 
finifh their courſe, and keep the Faith : where we thall 
ceaſe to grieve, to ſuffer, and to fin, but never ceaſe to 
live and to be happy : linging perpetual Halelsjahs to him 
that {its upon the Throne, to the holy Spirit, and to the 
Lamb for evermore. emer. | 


# LITA NT. 


f 
G OD the Father of Heaven, the God of Angel; 
and of Men, the Father of compaſlions, of conſ- 


lation and life , 
Have mercy upon us miſerable ſinners. £2 

O God the Son, the Eternal well-beloved Son, by whom 
the ſinful race of Men become the Sons of God ; | 

Have mercy #pou us, &C. 

O God the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of comfort, of holi- 
neſs and grace, by whom we receive the Adoption, and the 
earneſt of our hope , 

Have mercy #pon rt, &Cc. 


O Holy, Bleſſed and Glorious Trinity, diſtinguiſht as | 


in Pe:ſov, ſo in the various diſpenſations of the work of 
| our 
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our Redemption; united as in Eſſence, ſo in the as of 
kindneſs and compaſlton to Men , 

Have mercy upon us, &C. 

That it may pleaſe thee to create in us clean hearts, and 
to renew a right ſpirit within us, to reſcue us from all the 
deceits of the World, the Devil and our own Hearts, 

We beſeech thee to hear us good Lord. 

That it may pleaſe thee to grant that all who have been 
baptiz'd into Chriſt, may indeed put on Chriſt ; ſeriouſly 
weigh, and indultriouſly anſwer the obligation of their ho- 
ly calling ; not reſt in the form ard outtide of Religion, 
whilſt by a retchleſs inconſideration they enervate the pow- 


er and efficacy thereof, 


We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee ſo to guide our conſideration, 
that we do not thereby ſo enſnare our ſelves, entertain 
thoſe deluſions which flatter us with hopes. of reward, 
without performing duty ; but that by an impartial adver- 
rency to all thy Sacred dictates, we may be engag'd to 2 
conltant, entire obedience, and work out our talvation 
with fear and trembling. 

We beſeech thee, &Cc. 

That it may pleaſe thee to open our Eyes that we may fee 
the wondrous things of thy Law, to corfvince us that it is 
holy, juſt and good, ſweeter than hony and the hony-comb, 
and that all our objections to it ariſe only from our being 
carnal and ſold under (in, 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee ro remove all our carnal preju- 
dices, and vicious prepoſleſſions , and to enable us to me: - 
ſure thy precepts by. the rules of right reaſon, and an illu- 
minated conſcience, according to the analogy of thy holy 
faith once delivered to the Saints. 

We beſeech thee, &c, 

That it may pleaſe thee to infptrit us by thy grace, 15: 
we may not only approve, bur obey thy commands, c#2!! 
quer all the dilcouragements =_—_ Or Vice, and Cnea: - 
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fully ſer to the praQtice of Chriſtian duty, that ſo we may 
experimentally find how ſweet the Lord 1s. 
We beſeech thee, &c. 

That ir may pleaſe thee to put thy fear in our hearts, that 
we may never depart from thee, but equally obey thee in 
all things, not indulging to any favourite fn, bur entirely 
reſign and captivate every thought to the obedience of 
Chriit. 

We beſeech thee, Q&c, 

That it may pleaſe thee to take theſe ſtony hearts out of 
us, and to give us hearts of Fleſh , ſuch as may melt at the 
apprehenſion of our fins and thy diſpleafure. 

We beſeech thee, &c. 20S 

That it may plcale thee ro endue us with a right Judg- 
merit, that we deceive not our ſelves with ſhews and for- 
malities of repentance ; but bring forth indeed fruits meet 
jor it. 


We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to awake us from our ſupine and 
dangerous dependence on a future repentance, and make us 
in this our day diſcern and embrace the things belonging to 
our Peace, ſo anſwering thy preſent calls, that we may not 
at laſt call when thou ſhalt only laugh at our calamity, and 
mock when our fear cometh. 

We beſeech thee, &c 

That it may pleaſe thee to poſſeſs our Souls with a juſt 
reverence, and right apprehenſions of thy effence and at- 
rributes, that we may not form our belief of thee by our 
own farcies or wiſhes, but by thoſe revelations thou haſt 
riven of thy felfin thy word, 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to reſtrain our bold Curioſity in 
prying into thy counſels and decrees, and make us wiſe unto 
Sobriery, reſerving lecrert things unto the Lord our God, 
and ſtudying the revealed ones for the regulating of our 
LIVES, 

We beſeech thee, &c. 
That 
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Thar it roay pleaſe thee to give us ſuch an awe of thy ju- 
ſtice, that we may fear to provoke it, not expeQing thou 
ſhouldſt repent of thy judgments, when we do not-of our 
ſins, nor fancying that any milder vengeance attends our 
final obſtinacy than unquenchable fire. 
We beſeech thee, &Cc. 

That it may pleaſe thee to grant us ſuch a ſenſe of thy 
mercy, that we may never ſay there 15 no bope, or *excule 
Our 10corrigibleneſs by our deſperation, but that the good- 
neſs of God may lead us to repentance, yet let us never {0 
preſume on it, as to fin that Grace may abound. 

IVe beſeechthee, &c, 

That it may pleaſe thee to enable us with all due regard 
to obſerve, and humility to adore, the diſpenſations ot thy 
Providence, not pretending to fathom thy ſecret intend- 
ments, but endeayouring fo to comply with all ſignal diſco- 
veries of thy purpoſes towards us, that what thou defigneſt 
for our wealth, may not beto us an occaſion of falling. 

We beſeech thee, &c. | 

That ir may pleaſe thee, that from every event, whether 
National or Perſonal, we may ſtill infer the obligation and 
neceſlity of turning from our fins; that gratirude for pat 
mercies may allure usto good, and fear of impending Judg- 
ments may drive usfrom evil. 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to inſpire the univerſal Churc: 
with the Spirit of Truth, Unity and Concord, ibat ther 
may be no diviſions among us; but that we may be pe: 
fetly joyn'd together, in the ſame mind, ard in ihe lam: 
judgment, 

We beſeech thee, &Cc, 

That it may pleaſe thee, whereinloever any are contrar\, 
minded, to reveal thy truth to them; and in the interim 
ſo to allay thoſe heats our differences have caus 6. 1}:3i 
amid(t the diverſities of judgment, we may keep tlie uuts 
of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, 

— Webeſeech thee, w_ 
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Thar it may pleaſe thee to deliver ns from all the unhap- 
py eff-&s of our contentions, and to purge us from all the 
criminous cauſes of them, and fo to heal our breaches, thar 
7eruſalem may again become 2 City at unity in it ſelf, 

We beſeech thee, &c, 

That it may pleaſe thee to grant that we no longer dote 
about queſtions, and ſtrifes of words whereof cometh En- 
vy, Railing, evil Surmiſes ; but ſo buſie our ſelves in pra- 
Rick duties, that we may not fear when our Lord comes to 
be found ſo doing. 

We beſcech thee, &c. 
Son of God we beſeech thee to hear us. 
O Lamb of God that rakeſt away the tins of the world , 
' * Grant ws thy Peace, 

O Lamb of God that rakeſt away the ſins of the world ; 

| Have mercy upon ita. 


O Chriſt hear us. 


Lord helg mercy #pon us. 
Chriſt have mercy #pon us, 
Lord hate WWeTC] Rj6n a. 


U R Father which art 11 Heaven, FRO be thy 
Name, &C. 


O Lord deal not with us after our Sins. 
ans reward ts __ our Spigaypios. 


Lmighty God, who ſheweſt to them that be in Error 

the }1ght of thy truth, to the intent that they may re- 

turn tothe way of r: ighreoulneſs : Grant unto all chem that 
be admitted to the fellowihip of Chriſts Religion, that they 
may eſchew thoſe things which be contrary to their profeſ- 
{ton, and follow all ſuch things as are _IrErunce's to the ſame, 


:hrough ?e/xs Chriſt our Lord, 


OMercti- 
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| Merciful Saviour, who fo loved{t thy Church, 'as to 
| give thy ſelf for her, look again on her with thy 

compaſſionate eyes, who now needs a ſecond redemption, 
| even a reſcue from her ſelf, from the unnatural iſſue of her 
| own bowels. Lord thou ſeeſt the miſerable ſtate ro which 
| the is reduced, by our wild contentions, that ſhe has ar 
once loſt her purity, and her peace, and is become an 
eMceldama, a field ofbloud. Lord where is thy pity and 
the ſounding of thy bowels towards her, are they reſtrain- 
ed ? O remember thy old loving kindneſs, the love of thy 
eſpouſals, and as thou wert once a Lamb to expiate her 
Suilts, fo be thou now a Lion to vindicate her wrongs ; 
{irike a dread into the hearts of all, who have contributed 
co her ruine, and make them know that whoſo touches ber, 
toucherh the apple of thine Eye, O let not her till fink 
| under the oppreſſion of our ſordid deſigns, and irregular 
| appetites, nor be devoured by thoſe who pretend to guard 
| her. Give her Paſtors after thine own heart , lec her 
prieſts be cloath'd with righteouſneſs, and waſh their hands 
in innocence before they compaſs thine Altar, O let nor 
any vain ambition for themſelves, make them expole and 
proftitute the honour of their God : no afteRation of that 
knowledge which pufferh up, divert them from that Cha- 
rity which only edifieth : Grant that the intereſt of Religi- 
; on may ſtill be uppermoſt in their hearts, and never vail to 
Secular ends, nor the pretence of truth cloak any exorbi- 
tant paſſion, Nay, O Lord, refine evea their Zeal, and 
make it ſerve to kindle, not conſnne their Charity : and to 
inſpirit them with ſuch an unwearied induſtry, that they 
may always abound in the work of the Lord, diligently 
take heed to thoſe flocks, over whom the Holy Gholt has 
made them overſeers, never turning aſide to vain jangling, 
or {triving about words to no profit, And toall who are 
under their charge, give meekneſs to ſubmir to thoſe who 
by thy appointment watch their Souls, ſuppreſs all preju- 
dices and faRtion, and let none be putted up for one againſt 
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another but grant that by a due attendance on their cal- 
lings, buth as men and. Chriſtians they maylead a quiex 


and peaccable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty, Ang, | 


Lord, let both Prieſt and People ſo follow after the things 
that make for peace, that we may adorn the doctrine of our 
God and Saviour, take off the Scandal our diviſions haye 
Siventio thole that are withour, and again evidence Our re- 
lation to the Prince of Peace : and O that our ways were 
made thus dire&, bur alas, how little diſpoſition have we 
towards it ? This change muſt be only the work of that 
mighty power, which is able to ſubdue all things ro it ſelf: 
and yet, O Lord, with what face can we beg of thee to 
force us to that happineſs, which we till reſolve to reſiſt ? 
What can we then {ſay unto thee O thou preſerver, thou 
redeemer of men, who have put our ſelves beyond all the 
ordinary methods of thy grace? We can only Jay our 
ſelves at thy feet , diſplay our miſery, and leave thee to 
conlider thine own compaſſion : O let that move thee to 
do for us whatever our wretched eſtate is 1n need of; O 
Lord hear, O Lord forgive, conhder and do it, if not for 
Ours, yet for thy Names fake : thou art 7eſws a Saviour, 
ſave thy people from their ſin, and let us not ſlide back by 
2 perpetual backſliding ; thou art the head of the Church, 
O abandon not thy body, careſt thou not that ſhe periſh? 
Turn thee again, O Lord, renew her days as of old, ſan- 
&ife and clcanſe her, that chou mayeſt again preſent her to 
thy (clf a glorious Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, and 
if the mult ſtill be militant, - Jet ir no longer be within her 
ſelf, but againſt ſpiritual wickedneſſes, the ruler of the 
darkneſs of this world ; till at laſt thou utterly beat down 
Satan under her feet, and tranſlate her from this {tate of 
warfare, to that of Triumph, and bliſs in the Kingdom of 
thy Father; which thou O bleſſed 7eſzs haſt purchaled 
with thy Bloud, and ſealed by thy Spirit, To which blef- 
ſed Trinity be aſcrib'd all praiſe, honour, and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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MOST gracious Lord, who out of thy boundleſs 

compaſiion to thy creatures, art never wanting in 
any means that may draw them to thy ſelf, we the unwor- 
chieſt of them deſire to give glory to thee, ina hearty ac- 
knowledgment that thou haſt in a moſt eminent and peculi- 
ar manner abounded to us of this Nation, afforded us all 
the methods that might either force or allure us to obedi- 
ence, Lord thou wert pleaſed to keep us many years un- 
der thy chaſtening hand, thou broughteſt us into the ſnare 
and layed{t trouble upon our loyns, and didſt at once up- 
braid and puniſh our voluntary flaveries to our own luſts, 
by giving us up a prey to thoſe of others ; and when thoſe 
judgments which ſhould have melted, ſerv'd but to harden 
us ; when we ſeemed emulous to have our fins out-vye thy 
Plagues, as they had before thy mercies, what could we 


| then expeRt, but to find a judgment worthy of God ? 


Such an irreverſible ruine, as might render us an hiſſing 
and aſtoniſhment to the whole Earth ? But when we were 
thus ripened for thy greateſt ſeverity, then didſt thou, O 
Lord, prevent us with the bleſſings of thy goodneſs, m1- 
raculouſly interpoſe for our reſcue, ard by ſuch undiſcer- 
nible ways return the captivity of our Sion, that we were 
deliver'd like them that dream. This, O Lord, was ſo ſtu- 
perdous, ſo amazing a mercy, that nothing can be more 
admirable, but only our prodigious ingratitude : Thou 
haſt ſignally atteſted rhy ſelf ro be a God that doſt won- 
ders, and yet we who enjoy the benefit of them, neither 
conſider them as wonders, nor thee as God , but Athei- 
tically defie that Providence by which we ſubſiſt, Thou 
haſt reſtored to us our ſolemn worſhip, and we now ſay 
what a wearineſs is it? can ſe!dom afford it our preſence, 
and ſeldomer onr hearts. Thou haſt broken the yoke of 
uſurping oppreſſors, and we murmur ro. leſs at our lawful 
governours, as if all that we deſired to reap by the ex- 
change, were the guilt of ſpeaking evil of Dignities. 
Thou haſt freed us from the burden of unlawful _— 
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oaths , and we daily rend thy ſacred name by voluntary im- 
pertinent ones, Thou haſt delivered our eſtates from the 
rapine of cthers, and we ſacrifice them to our own rior, 
and are never the more open-handed to our poor brethren 
for all thy munificence to us. Thoy haſt reſtor'd us the 
liberty of our Perſons, and we proclaim licence to our 
laſts. Theſe are the degenerous and baſe returns we have 
made ; thus, O thus have we requited the Lord, and by it 
have again forc'd thee to reſume thy ſcourge, and by a fuc- 
ceſſion of ſignal judgments artelt thy diſpleaſure. And yet 
O Lord, who regardeth the power of thy wrath > Who 
is there that repenteth him of his ways, or faith, what 
have I done ? Never any ſoil made fo il] return to ſo much 
husbandry, and fince we bring forth nothing but Briars 
and Thorns, we may ſurely conclude we are nigh untg 
curſing : and, O Lord, what can we plead to avert the Sen- 
rence, who are as far from penitence as innocence, or how 
can we pray againſt that vengeance, which we make it our 
buſineſs to pull down? Nay, O Lord, ſhouldit thou as 
miraculouſly prolong, as thou didſt reſtore our Peace, 
yet what will that avail us, 1f it ſerve but to ſer usat greater 
hoſtility with thee? Bleſſed Lord, there is but one mer- 
cy that we are capable of, and that is the melting our 
hearts, and if that cannot be done, but-by caſting us into 
a yet more fiery furnace, Lord do that or any thing with 
us, ſo we may come out veſſcls of honour meet for thy ſer- 
vice. But yet, O Lord, if thy gentler methods may have 
any eff:&, be pleas'd to continue thy long-ſutfering ; and 
' though we have no prerence to mercy, yet do thou aſſert 
thine own work, be merciful becauſe thou haſt been ſo, 
and ſuffer us not to deſtroy what thou hait ſo miraculouſly 
preſervd.-. Finally, O Lord, diſpenſe to us whatſoever 
thou ſeeſt moſt apt to reduce us; and that thy outward ap- 
plications may be no lovger in vain, enforce and enliven 
chem with thy inward : and by the {weet infinuations of thy 
leſſed Spirit, ſubdue our ob{tinate perverſeneſs ;, and pive 

us a lalt ſuch grace, as we may not turn into wantennels. 
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O thou to whom all things are poſſible, who haſt done ſuch 
wonderful things for us, work a yet greater miracle in us, 
and of a prophane, ungrateful, licentious Nation, make us 
an holy people unto thy ſelf, that all ranks and conditions 
of men, may as univerſally and induſtriouſly combine to 
propitiate, as they have to provoke thee : that fo by 
bringing forth fruits of Repentance, we may eſcape thy 
wrath both temporal and eternal, Grant this for his ſake 
who died to work that deliverance for us : Zeſw Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen, 
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